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HON. MARGARITA LÓPEZ – CHAIRPERSON
RES.  NO.  771: 
By: Council Members López, Baez, Barron, Davis, Foster, Gerson, Jackson, Koppell, Martinez, Monserrate, Perkins, Quinn, Seabrook, Serrano, Stewart and Vann

SUBJECT:
Condemning the Governor’s proposal to close the Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center, the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and three other adult psychiatric centers that serve children and adults with serious and persistent mental disabilities in the City and State of New York. 
April 7, 2003

On Monday, April 7, 2003, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Margarita López, will hold a Hearing to discuss Resolution No. 771 condemning Governor Pataki’s proposal to close the Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center, the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and three other adult psychiatric centers that serve children and adults with serious and persistent mental disabilities in the City and State of New York. 

Invited to testify at today's hearing on Resolution No. 771 are:  Hon. Peter Rivera, NYS Assembly, Chair, Committee on Mental Health; Dr. Lloyd Sederer, M.D., Executive Deputy Commissioner of the Division of Mental Hygiene, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; Commissioner James L. Stone, NYS Office of Mental Health; Mr. Mark Bienstock, Director, Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center; Mr. Leroy Carmichael, Director, Bronx Psychiatric Center; Commissioner Thomas A. Maul, NYS Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities; Associate Commissioner Kathleen M. Broderick, NY Regional Office – NYS Office of MR/DD; Commissioner Elizabeth W. Stack, NYS Commission on Quality of Care for the Mentally Disabled; Ms. Maggie Ames, Executive Director, Inter Agency Council; Ms. Margaret Raustiala, Associate Director, Inter Agency Council; Mr. Fred Fribusch, President, Bronx MR/DD Council; Ms. Judy De Iasi, Chair, Manhattan MR/DD Council; Ms. Pauline McNettie; Institute of Applied Human Dynamics; Mr. Seibert Phillips, Chair, Queens MR/DD Council; Mr. Kevin Travers, Chair, Brooklyn MR/DD Council; Ms. Maureen Brennick, Adult Services Committee; Ms. Cathy Novak, Chair, S.I. MR/DD Council; Ms. Jacquelyn Rumolo, Director, Community Affairs & Services, Cerebral Palsy Association of NYS; Ms. Nellie Velez, Co-Chair, Manhattan MR/DD Consumer Council; Ms. Elvira Medina, Co-Chair, Bronx MR/DD Consumer Council; Ms. Susan Baitler, Chair, Children’s Committee; Mr. Sylvia Lask, NYS Board of Visitors; Mr. Andrew Baumann, President, New York Families for Autistic Children, Inc.; Ms. Tara Sher, Staff Associate for Health & Mental Health, Citizen’s Committee for Children of NYC, Inc.; Mr. Roger E. Benson, President, Public Employees Federation; Mr. Danny Donohue, President, CSEA; Victoria Contino, Esq., Wilson Elser; et al.; parents, family members, and members of the general public.  A copy of Resolution No. 771 is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

BACKGROUND

The New York State Budget Proposal for Fiscal Year 2003-2004 proposed by Governor Pataki slashes many programs throughout the State, affecting in large part the ability of New York City to adequately serve the needs of residents with serious and persistent mental health, mental retardation, developmental disabilities, substance abuse, and other psychiatric disorders.
   The Governor’s plan calls for the closing of a total of five psychiatric centers: the Elmira, Middletown, Hutchings, Bronx and Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Centers.  In addition, the Executive budget seeks to close the Nathan S. Kline Institute, a nationally prominent psychiatric research facility, and consolidate parts of this facility with the New York Psychiatric Institute. Advocates for people with psychiatric disabilities argue that the Governor has not developed a comprehensive and well-thought out plan to provide alternatives for this vulnerable population.  In particular, the unions that represent employees at these mental health facilities have filed a lawsuit, contending that the State’s actions violate New York State Mental Hygiene Law because it is moving to close three of the psychiatric centers without providing the statutorily required twelve-month notice.
   The unions, advocates and affected family members also believe that the Governor’s plan violates the law because implementation of the plan has begun without legislative actions granting approval and allocating budget appropriations.
  

RESOLUTION NO. 771

Resolution No. 771 condemns the Governor’s budget proposal to close the Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center, the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and three other adult psychiatric centers that serve children and adults with serious and persistent mental disabilities in the City and State of New York.   Resolution No. 771 highlights Governor Pataki’s proposal in his State Executive Budget for Fiscal Year 2003-2004 (the “Governor’s Plan”), which calls for downsizing the State-operated psychiatric center system.  The Governor plans to close one children’s psychiatric center and four adult psychiatric centers, merge psychiatric research facilities, and eliminate 90 psychiatric beds.  The Governor’s Plan would reduce the system’s workforce by nearly 1,000 persons. 

The resolution emphasizes that the Governor’s Plan completely ignores the adverse impact that these closures will have on the mental health of children and adults with serious and persistent mental illness and developmental disabilities.  The resolution further points out that the Governor’s Plan does not provide any comparable alternatives for the care of such vulnerable children and adults, and fails to address the severe personal hardship that closing the Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center, the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and other psychiatric facilities will place on the families of these patients.  

The resolution notes that the Governor’s Plan violates section 7.17 of the New York State Mental Hygiene Law because it fails to satisfy the requisite one year notice before closing certain psychiatric facilities.  In particular, Resolution No. 771 emphasizes that the State Office of Mental Health (“OMH”) has not waited for legislative action and approval on specific budget proposals before commencing to take action, and thus is in violation of State law.   The resolution notes that on March 13, 2003, OMH began the closing and layoff process at targeted psychiatric centers and research facilities by notifying employees of timetables for shutdowns and workforce reductions.

The resolution underscores the callous disregard for the civil rights of children and adults with mental illness and developmental disabilities of the Governor’s Plan, and highlights the potential result for irreparable harm to thousands of mentally ill New Yorkers, if the Governor’s Plan is implemented.  

Resolution No. 771 concludes by emphasizing that implementation of the Governor’s Plan will disrupt much needed treatment, services and crucial care, particularly for the children at the Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center and the adults at the Bronx Psychiatric Center, and also cause great distress to nearly 1,000 workers with layoffs during these very difficult economic times in the City and State. 

� See Press Release, PEF Preps Lawsuit to Block Psychiatric Center Closings, 3/17/03.


� See Capitol Bureau News, Unions Protest Mental Health Moves, 3/18/03, E. Benjamin (citing PEF & CSEA’s plans to sue the state). 


� See Press Release, PEF Preps Lawsuit to Block Psychiatric Center Closings, 3/17/03.
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