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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Good afternoon.

          3  Welcome to this afternoon's State and Federal

          4  Legislation Committee hearing.

          5                 Today we have only one item on our

          6  agenda. It's a Preconsidered message which would

          7  reduce the amount of additional contributions, which

          8  members of NYCERS and the Board of Ed would have to

          9  pay to participate in the optional early retirement

         10  pension programs.

         11                 I believe that the Administration is

         12  prepared to testify on this particular item.

         13                 MR. BROWN: Good morning, Mr.

         14  Chairman. I'm Chris Brown from the Mayor's

         15  Legislative Office on behalf of the Office of Labor

         16  Relations. The Commissioner couldn't be with us this

         17  morning, or this afternoon, but the Administration

         18  supports the measure and urges you to enact it

         19  pursuant to the latest collective bargaining

         20  agreement.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you for

         23  that succinct testimony.

         24                 I'd like to recognize that we're very

         25  pleased to be joined today by a Council Member from
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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2  a town of Lantana, Florida, the Honorable Elizabeth

          3  Tenison, who is here.

          4                 Welcome, and thank you very much for

          5  being here.

          6                 MS. TENISON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,

          7  and thank you to the honored members --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: From you lips, as

          9  they say.

         10                 MS. TENISON: I'm here from the town

         11  of Lantana, Florida, which is a town of under 10,000

         12  people, and Lantana, as you know, has recently been

         13  the focus of national attention due to the death to

         14  some Anthrax of Mr. Robert Stevens, who was a

         15  resident of the Lantana area, and our prayers are

         16  with his family and with his coworkers, who may have

         17  been exposed. Our prayers are also with the families

         18  of the victims of the horrendous act on September

         19  11th.

         20                 Before September 11th, I may have

         21  described many differences between New York City and

         22  the town of Lantana. Before September 11th, I might

         23  have described many differences between the town of

         24  Lantana and New York City, but after the monstrous

         25  attack, following criminal investigations by the FBI
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          2  in Palm Beach County, I realized how much Lantana

          3  and New York City and indeed the nation have in

          4  common. We, as a nation, all mourn the victims of

          5  these attacks, and we honor the bravery of our

          6  firemen, of our policemen and our personnel of the

          7  government and armed services who serve us.

          8                 Therefore, I am humbled and honored

          9  to present this proclamation from the Town Council

         10  of Lantana, Florida, to the great City of New York.

         11                 The Proclamation in part reads:

         12                 That, we, the Town of Lantana,

         13  proclaim United We Stand Month, in light of the

         14  devastating tragedy.

         15                 We, the people of the United States

         16  of America will stand tall and united, we will show

         17  a force of strength by pulling together to help each

         18  other through the physical pain and devastation of

         19  the months ahead, and we will stand united behind

         20  the greatest nation, the United States of America.

         21                 So, thank you very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you very

         23  much. And, please, we'll make that part of the

         24  record. You can give it to the Whip there.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 We greatly appreciate that expression

          3  of support.

          4                 Do any of the members of the

          5  Committee have any questions on the legislation?

          6                 Prompt payment of pensions is

          7  something this Committee strongly supports, both in

          8  this legislation and in every other.

          9                 I would note, then I think we can

         10  call the roll, and the Chair urges an aye vote, and

         11  I think the message that we're sending here today is

         12  that the City of New York is going to continue to do

         13  business, we struck agreements and we're going to

         14  honor those agreements and we're going to continue

         15  to work to address the needs of every employee and

         16  retired employee of the City of New York.

         17                 Therefore, can the clerk call the

         18  roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Mr. Chairman,

         23  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 I think this legislation, of course,

         25  and the position of the Administration is indeed
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          2  admirable. When I asked and it seemed facetious that

          3  this include prompt payment of pensions, it was not

          4  just jocular or in jest, many times I know it takes

          5  longer for first payment for pensions to be made,

          6  and people wait quite long to get a correct pension

          7  payment, to get their pension checked, and in this

          8  time of crisis, many of the people who will be

          9  waiting are going to be people who are affected by

         10  this particular crisis, and those who will be

         11  submitting pension requests later on, and it would

         12  appear to me that we must be cognizant of the fact

         13  that benefits that are delayed are benefits that are

         14  denied, and, so, I urge this body and the Mayor to

         15  understand and support not only increasing or

         16  reducing the amount that the members must face, but

         17  urge that there be every effort made to see that

         18  those payments are accelerated so that the

         19  pensioners received indeed the benefits in a timely

         20  fashion and can enjoy them.

         21                 I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robles.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DiBrienza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fisher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstention, the item is adopted, and the vote is

         11  still open.

         12                 Espada.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         15  eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and

         16  no abstentions. The vote is still open. Please sign

         17  the reports.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay, that

         19  concludes this hearing of the State and Federal

         20  Legislation Committee.

         21                 We're going to leave the vote open,

         22  so that should other Council Members arrive in time

         23  they can vote, but otherwise the Committee stands

         24  adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 12:30 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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