                                                                                      Staff:  Lyle Frank

Counsel to the Committee on Parks and Recreation










Patrick Mulvihill










Policy Analyst

Walter Pitts

Financial Analyst 

         [image: image1.png]



THE COUNCIL
BRIEFING PAPER OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Robert Newman, Legislative Director
COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Helen Diane Foster, Chairperson

          April 22, 2009

Proposed Int. No. 896-A
By Council Members de Blasio, Lappin, Barron, Brewer, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, White, Jr. and Mark-Viverito

Title:                            
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring signage warning of heat dangers of playground equipment including safety surfacing.

INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing on April 22, 2009, to consider Proposed Int. No. 896-A which deals with the issues regarding the safety of playground equipment and safety surface materials.
BACKGROUND
Proposed Int. No. 896-A
There have been reports of the dangers to small children from the heat of not only playground mats but also playground equipment, in general.
  Recently, the Parks Department (DPR) has placed signs in playground warning of such heat dangers.  However, advocates have argued that there is a need for legislation to mandate such warnings.

Proposed Int. No. 896-A would add a new section 18-135 to Chapter one of Title 18 of the Administrative Code to require the installation of signs warning of the dangers of excessive heat in equipment and playground mats.  It would mandate that all such signs be placed by all entrances to playgrounds where there are no signs requiring that shoes be worn at playgrounds.  In addition, these signs are also required to be installed when a sign is replaced at a playground.  All signs will be written in English and in additional languages as determined by DPR appropriate to the specific users of a playground.
Proposed Int. No. 896-A would take effect forty five (45) days after enactment.

..Title

Proposed Int. No. 896-A

By Council Members de Blasio, Lappin, Barron, Brewer, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, White, Jr. and Mark-Viverito

 A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring signage warning of heat dangers of playground equipment including safety surfacing.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of Title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by adding a new section 18-135 to read as follows:


§18-135  Requiring signage warning of heat dangers of playground equipment.  The department shall place at all entrances to all playgrounds operated by or under the jurisdiction of the department, including those for which the department has an agreement with a conservancy or other not-for-profit organization with respect to operation of any aspect of a playground a sign reading, “Warning: Some surfaces may become hot. Please take precautions with exposed skin.”
Such signs shall be placed at all entrances of all playgrounds where presently there is not a sign at all entrances warning that shoes are required to be worn in such playground.  Such signs shall also be placed at the entrances to all other playgrounds upon replacement of a sign in any such playground warning that shoes are required to be worn.  All signs shall be securely affixed at such entrances.  The above described warning shall also be placed on every sign in any playground stating the rules of such playground when any such sign is replaced.  All signs shall be in English and, where appropriate, additional languages.  For purposes of this section, “securely affixed” shall mean that at a minimum the signs shall be tethered to not less than two stationary fixtures.  
§2.  This local law shall take effect forty-five days after enactment, except that the commissioner of parks and recreation shall take all steps necessary to implement this local law prior to such effective date.
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