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Title:
A Local Law In relation to naming seventy-seven throughofares and public places, Captain Walter G. Hynes Way, Borough of Queens, Lieutenant Vincent G. Halloran Street, Borough of Manhattan, Firefighter Carl F. Asaro Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Andrew Christopher Brunn Street, Borough of Queens, Battalion Chief Lawrence T. Stack Street, Borough of Queens, Sareve Dukat Avenue, Borough of Manhattan, Firefighter Ruben Correa Street, Borough of Manhattan, Firefighter Kevin Bracken Corner, Borough of Manhattan, Frank Pershep Way, Borough of Brooklyn, William "Bill" Berstein Parkway, Borough of Brooklyn, Fire Lieutenant Paul R. Martini Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Fire Captain Timothy Stackpole Corner, Borough of Brooklyn, Kenneth C. Ledee Place, Borough of Queens, Andrew and Vincent Abate Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Firefighter Dennis Patrick O'Berg Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn, Firefighter Eric T. Allen Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Stephen G. Hoffman Way, Borough of Queens, Jennifer Mazzotta Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Gary Geidel, Rescue Co. 1, FDNY Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Peter Louis Freund Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Lloyd Rosenberg Court, Borough of Staten Island, Brian F. Hennessey Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Lisa Bella Di Fato Cannava Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Michael DiRienzo Street, Borough of Staten Island, Steven Lauria Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter John K. McAvoy Street, Borough of Staten Island, Jennifer Lynn Tzemis Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Mary Catherine Murphy Boffa Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Scott M. McGovern Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Thomas A. Gardner Street, Borough of Queens, Alejandro Cordero Way, Borough of Manhattan, Firefighter Thomas W. Kelly Way, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Richard J. Kelly, Jr. Way, Borough of Staten Island, Angela Susan Scheinberg Way, Borough of Staten Island, Lillian Caceres Way, Borough of Staten Island, Anthony Luparello Way, Borough of Queens, Firefighter Jeff Palazzo Place, Borough of Staten Island, Rosemary Ann Smith Place, Borough of Staten Island, Patricia A. Kuras Way, Borough of Staten Island, Marie Lukas Drive, Borough of Staten Island, Denise L. Benedetto Place, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Allan Tarasiewicz Corner, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Anthony Rodriguez Avenue, Borough of Staten Island, Firefighter Brian Cannizzaro Way, Borough of Staten Island, Lt. Harvey Harrell Corner, FDNY, Borough of Staten Island, Lt. Stephen Harrell Way, FDNY, Borough of Staten Island, Laura Gilly Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Firefighter Alan Feinberg Place, Borough of Brooklyn, Firefighter Eugene M. Whelan Street, Borough of Queens, Clara Hinds Street, Borough of Queens, FF Carl J. Bedigian Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Lt. Andrew Desperito Way, Borough of Brooklyn, James Conway Sullivan Boulevard, Borough of Queens, Henry Weichaitis Road, Borough of Queens, Hillside Avenue, Borough of Queens, Douglas Road, Borough of Queens, Little Neck Road, Borough of Queens, Cherry Street, Borough of Queens, Willow Street, Borough of Queens, Rev. Randolph Barnes, Jr. Place, Borough of the Bronx, Betty Davis Street, Borough of Queens, Bay Ridge Untied Methodist Church Corner, Borough of Brooklyn, Joe Imbriale Corner, Borough of Brooklyn, Dominick Sabatino Bridge - 1937, Borough of Brooklyn, Sharon Mary Pascale Field, Borough of Brooklyn, Corporal Robert Marcus Rodriguez Way, Borough of Queens, Mary Davies Drive, Borough of Staten Island, Police Officer John M. Kelly Way, Borough of Staten Island, Big Brothers and Big Sisters Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan, Staff Sgt. Riayan Agusto Tejeda Street, Borough of Manhattan, P.O. Thomas Schimenti Jr. Corner, Borough of Staten Island, Deacon Ross Calimano Corner, Borough of Staten Island, Anna Sokolow Way, Borough of Manhattan, Leo Fracassi Way, Borough of the Bronx, Celia Cruz Boulevard, Borough of the Bronx, Mario P. Russo Boulevard, Borough of Queens, Piccirilli Place, Borough of the Bronx, the REPEAL of section 14 of Local Law 6 of 2003, the REPEAL of section 4 of Local Law 34 of 2003.

Comment:

On September 25, 2003, the Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing to consider a bill renaming thoroughfares and public places.  The Council acts upon the authority granted in Title 25 of the New York City Administrative Code, section 102.1 (b), which states:

b. 
Unless the local law specifically provides otherwise, any local law changing  the name of a street, park, playground or portion thereof, or any facility or structure, located and laid out on the  city  map,  that bears a name indicated on the city map shall not be construed to require a  change  in  such  name  as it is indicated on the city map; provided, however, that in the case of a local law changing the name of  a  street or  portion thereof, the name added by such local law shall be posted on a sign placed adjacent to or near a sign bearing the name of such street or portion thereof indicated on the city map.


The following street name changes are not to be construed as a change in the City map, but as additional names to be posted near or adjacent to the street or location indicated on the City map.

Background:

On September 11, 2001 at 8:45 A.M.  American Airlines Flight 11, a jet carrying 92 passengers that was hijacked on a flight from Boston, Massachusetts, crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center.  The impact of the jet tore a huge hole in the building and set it afire, trapping hundreds of people on the upper floors.  At 9:03 A.M.  a second hijacked jet airliner, United Airlines Flight 175, with 65 passengers also out of Boston, crashed into the south tower of the World Trade Center.  The plane exploded causing a fire that trapped everyone in the building who was above the point of impact.  Within the next ninety minutes both towers collapsed.

Despite the heroic efforts of New York City’s Fire Department, Police Department, Emergency Services Unit, and hundreds of civilians, more than 2,800 people were killed when the World Trade Center came down.  Included among the casualties were firefighters, police officers, emergency medical technicians, airline passengers and crewmembers, those who worked or had business in the World Trade Center, and civilians on the ground.  It is the view of the New York City Council, and millions of Americans, that all of the people who lost their lives in this terrorist attack are heroes as well as victims.  Today we celebrate their lives and mourn their passing by naming the following streets in honor of those heroes.  

While honoring them, we also acknowledge that it is but a modest gesture when compared to their great and ultimate sacrifice.  This is the sixth piece of legislation that the Council has considered to rename streets and other public places in their honor.  The following fifty-two sections of the bill are to honor these individuals.
Section 1. Captain Walter G. Hynes Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Addabbo, Jr.
October 2, 1954 - September 11, 2001
Section 2. Lieutenant Vincent G. Halloran Street, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Members  Addabbo, Jr., Gerson
Section 3. Firefighter Carl F. Asaro Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella
October 10, 1961 - September 11, 2001
Section 4. Firefighter Andrew Christopher Brunn Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella
April 27, 1973 - September 11, 2001
Section 5. Battalion Chief Lawrence T. Stack Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella
Section 6. Sareve Dukat Avenue, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Brewer
January 30, 1948 - September 11, 2001
Section 7. Firefighter Ruben Correa Street, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Brewer
January 13, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 8. Firefighter Kevin Bracken Corner, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Brewer
April 25, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 9. Frank Pershep Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Felder
March 30, 1942 - September 11, 2001
Section 10. William "Bill" Berstein Parkway, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Felder
January 8, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 11. Fire Lieutenant Paul R. Martini Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Fidler
May 8, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 12. Fire Captain Timothy Stackpole Corner, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Fidler
January 18, 1959 - September 11, 2001
Section 13. Kenneth C. Ledee Place, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Gallagher
July 17, 1963 - September 11, 2001
Section 14. Andrew and Vincent Abate Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
May 23, 1961 and Spetember 6, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 15. Firefighter Dennis Patrick O'Berg Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
Section 16. Firefighter Eric T. Allen Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
January 7, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 17. Stephen G. Hoffman Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Katz
December 20, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 18. Jennifer Mazzotta Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Katz
Section 19. Firefighter Gary Geidel, Rescue Co. 1, FDNY Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
June 10, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 20. Firefighter Peter Louis Freund Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 19, 1955 - September 11, 2001
Section 21. Lloyd Rosenberg Court, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 11, 1969 - September 11, 2001
Section 22. Brian F. Hennessey Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
September 6, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 23. Lisa Bella Di Fato Cannava Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 22, 1970 - September 11, 2001
Section 24. Michael DiRienzo Street, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 11, 1965 - September 11, 2001
Section 25. Steven Lauria Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
December 13, 1951 - September 11, 2001
Section 26. Firefighter John K. McAvoy Street, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
September 17, 1953 - September 11, 2001
Section 27. Jennifer Lynn Tzemis Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
October 30, 1974 - September 11, 2001
Section 28. Mary Catherine Murphy Boffa Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
March 29, 1956 - September 11, 2001
Section 29. Scott M. McGovern Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
November 29, 1965 - September 11, 2001
Section 30. Firefighter Thomas A. Gardner Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Liu
August 1, 1962 - September 11, 2001
Section 31. Alejandro Cordero Way, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Martinez
Section 32. Firefighter Thomas W. Kelly Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
September 18, 1950 - September 11, 2001
Section 33. Firefighter Richard J. Kelly, Jr. Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
August 1, 1951 - September 11, 2001
Section 34. Angela Susan Scheinberg Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
January 6, 1955 - September 11, 2001
Section 35. Lillian Caceres Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member McMahon
January 14, 1953 - September 11, 2001
Section 36. Anthony Luparello Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Monserrate
November 24, 1938 - September 11, 2001
Section 37. Firefighter Jeff Palazzo Place, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
November 25, 1967 - September 11, 2001
Section 38. Rosemary Ann Smith Place, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
April 27, 1940 - September 11, 2001
Section 39. Patricia A. Kuras Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
September 30, 1958 - September 11, 2001
Section 40. Marie Lukas Drive, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
January 11, 1969 - September 11, 2001
Section 41. Denise L. Benedetto Place, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
October 18, 1960 - September 11, 2001
Section 42. Firefighter Allan Tarasiewicz Corner, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
January 24, 1956 - September 11, 2001
Section 43. Firefighter Anthony Rodriguez Avenue, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
December 14, 1964 - September 11, 2001
Section 44. Firefighter Brian Cannizzaro Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
December 1, 1970 - September 11, 2001
Section 45. Lt. Harvey Harrell Corner, FDNY, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
May 3, 1952 - September 11, 2001
Section 46. Lt. Stephen Harrell Way, FDNY, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
April 18, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 47. Laura Gilly Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Recchia, Jr.
January 31, 1969 - September 11, 2001
Section 48. Firefighter Alan Feinberg Place, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Recchia, Jr.
February 28, 1953 - September 11, 2001
Section 49. Firefighter Eugene M. Whelan Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
November 23, 1969 - September 11, 2001
Section 50. Clara Hinds Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
November 26, 1948 - September 11, 2001
Section 51. FF Carl J. Bedigian Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
August 31, 1966 - September 11, 2001
Section 52. Lt. Andrew Desperito Way, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Yassky
December 28, 1957 - September 11, 2001
Section 53. James Conway Sullivan Boulevard, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Addabbo, Jr.
January 7, 1952- December 2, 2001

James Conway Sullivan was born on January 7th 1952. He was the first of four children born to Rosemary and James Sullivan. James was born in Sunnyside Queens and attended Queen of Angels Grammar School, Marter Christi High School, and St. John’s University where he majored in Political Science and his lifelong love of politics began. James and his family moved to Rockaway Beach when he was sixteen. A few months later his father died unexpectedly and James took over his father’s role and helped to raise his three younger siblings.

At the age of twenty two he ran for State Senator against a much older Perry Duryea. He then became Republican District Leader. James remained an active and prominent figure in the Republican Party until his untimely death on December 2, 2001.

James owned and operated two bars and restaurants in the Rockaways. They were The Paololy Wagner Bar and The Claddagh Inn. He was also president of the Ancient Order of the Hibernians and Treasure for The Knights of Columbus. James was also the founder and president Emeritus of the James Conway Sullivan Queens County St. Patrick’s Day Parade which he began twenty-seven years ago, and which was once deemed “Sullivan’s Follies.” It has grown to be the second largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade and was recently renamed in his honor. James was also on the board of Directors of The Claddagh Inn Soup Kitchen in which he ran numerous fundraisers to help those in need. James Conway Sullivan was a political activist, a local businessman, humanitarian, and a friend to all.

Section 54. Henry Weichaitis Road, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Addabbo, Jr.
September 28, 1919 - May 8, 1982

Henry Weichaitis was born in Maspeth, Queens on September 28, 1919.  He was a veteran of World War II, when he served as a United States Merchant Marine.  After the war, he moved to Broad Channel where he met and married Helen Hutchinson.  He worked as a civil servant in the Department of Sanitation.


His love of the Broad Channel community prompted him to immediately become involved with the local 

Democratic Club, which he would later serve as president.  He also joined and revitalized the Broad Channel Volunteer Fire Department, where he worked his way up the ranks to Chief and was responsible for the acquisition of the first volunteer ambulance on the Island.


His dedication to Broad Channel ultimately brought him to the position of President of the Civic Association.  Henry became the first Chairman of Community Board 14 where he faithfully served for over a decade.  He became a key figure and worked tirelessly for the successful negotiations of the sale of land from New York City to local homeowners.  Broad Channel was a true part of Henry Weichaitis and a source of tremendous pride for him.  20th Road was where he lived until his death on May 8, 1982 in the house that he loved.

Section 55. Hillside Avenue, Borough of Queens
Section 56. Douglas Road, Borough of Queens
Section 57. Little Neck Road, Borough of Queens
Section 58. Cherry Street, Borough of Queens
Section 59. Willow Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Avella

Sometime in the 1920’s streets throughout the area of Douglaston, Queens and Little Neck, Queens were given numerical designations in order to come “in line” with the New York City street grid.  In 1970-1971, a movement to re-instate the named streets was achieved through the efforts of then Councilman Matthew Troy.  The Department of Transportation made the required changes back to the named streets over a five to six year period.  These changes were official map changes at the time.  In that process, some of the street names were mistakenly left uncorrected or corrected with new errors.  These five streets fall within the Douglaston-Little Neck historic district, but this status is not at issue with the street name changes.  

Section 60. Rev. Randolph Barnes, Jr. Place, Borough of the Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Baez
August 7, 1976 - November 6, 2002

Randolph Barnes Jr. was born on March 1, 1927, to Margaret and Reverend Randolph Barnes, Sr., in Abington, Pennsylvania. He attended local schools including the Institute for Religious studies and Blanton Peale Graduate Institute.  Reverend Randolph Barnes, Jr. founded the Mt. Gilead Baptist Church in 1959. Under his leadership Mt. Gilead was originally located in Cannon’s Funeral Home and was incorporated by the state of New York in 1962. In 1972 the church purchased its present location at 1682Moris Avenue in The Bronx.


The established mission and aim for Mt. Gilead B.C. was to make God’s Kingdom a reality on earth and to promote the spiritual, economic and educational welfare of individuals. Under the leadership of Pastor Barnes the ministry has achieved and continues to strive to do the following:

1.
A daycare center was established to aid working families with the care of their children. It included early childhood development as well as a nursery. Over 5000 students have been influenced during their formative years, many going on to college and higher endeavors.

2.
Through out the years, the Ministry has provided employment to over 200 persons living in the community. Reverend Barnes personally helped people obtain jobs while he served as Assistant Housing Commissioner during the late Mayor John V. Lindsey’s administration from 1966 to 1973.

3.
Mt. Gilead B.C. was originally established as a mission, and this work is still going on. Our soup kitchen serves thousands of hot meals to needy men, women and children each year. The ministry also has a food pantry and a clothing give away.

4.
Under the leadership of Reverend Randolph Barnes, fervent preaching, soul winning and evangelistic outreach continues to go on. This year will be our 4th year of street outreach, taking the life saving message of Jesus Christ to the street in English and Spanish.

5.
Pastor Barnes ordained a host of Reverends, Ministers and Deacons and did his best to equip the church of the future by training officers to carry out the work of the ministry.

Reverend Randolph Barnes, Jr. died on November 6, 2002. He was survived by his wife, Betty Barnes (since deceased); two sons, Randolph III and John; a brother Isaac; five grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

Section 61. Betty Davis Street, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Comrie
Betty Myrl Victoria Davis was the youngest of eleven siblings, six girls and five boys, born to George and Irene Davis on August 2, 1938. She grew up in her birthplace of Mavis Bank, Kingston, Jamaica never knowing her father who died when she was only two years old. She completed Elementary and High School in Whitfield Town, Kingston, learning sewing and embroidery, which she adopted as an occupation throughout the early years of her life.

Betty joined the Jamaica Omnibus Service (JOS) in 1970, the country’s state-run bus transportation system at that time. She served for thirteen years as a conductress before she immigrated to the United States in April 1983. Betty had compassion for children, the sick and the elderly and thus naturally found joy in being a Home Health Aide, placing emotional satisfaction over material compensation. In September 1990, Betty’s love for children led to an opportunity of being a School Crossing Guard with the New York City Police Department. She braved snow, sleet and rain but always enjoyed the sunshine in reporting to work to protect her children, daily, from the hazards of the road. Her last assigned post was Sacred Heart School where there was mutual enjoyment between her and her children who craved her frequent gifts and loving encouragements on their way in to school.

Betty worshiped at, and became a member of Hollis Avenue Congregational Church in 1984. She taught the younger children in Sunday School, was a member of the Church council and president of the Chancel Choir. In these ministries, Betty had an opportunity to display some of her God-given talents of writing and singing spiritual songs. Writing poetry was another of her pastimes and she inspired many hearts with her kind eloquence.


Betty was survived by six children, Beverly, Clive, Juliet, Adonis, Renaldo and Georgia; nine brothers and sisters, Dennis, Earnest, Isabelle, Eric, Cecil, Eunice, Olive Laura and Rose; twelve grandchildren, Tamieka, Donniel, Andrew, Lamoy, Jermaine, Ronaldo, Nicole, Tannise, Akiem, Kamaal, Tiphanie and Travis; two great-grandchildren, Brianna and Stephen; and a host of nieces, nephews cousins and other relatives.

Section 62. Bay Ridge Untied Methodist Church Corner, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
The Bay Ridge United Methodist Church was first chartered on November 20, 1830 and was completed in 1831. The present green stone building was erected in 1900, and since then it has been the site for many organizations that have greatly improved the quality of life in the Bay Ridge community.

In the 1970’s, the Bay Ridge United Methodist Church became home to Alcoholics Anonymous, the South Beach Psychiatric Center and the gym has been used by the Lutheran Elementary School. In the 1980’s, the church became a Bread For the World Covenant Church, and a participating church in the Partnership for the Homeless Church Shelter Program.

Most recently, the Bay Ridge United Methodist Church has become a member church of “Neighbors for Racial Harmony,” linking the churches in Bay Ridge and Bedford Stuyvesant together. In addition, it has become a member church of the Bay Ridge/Bensonhurst Youth Coalition and a Heart Share Childcare facility, organizations serving the youth of the Bay Ridge community.

Section 63. Joe Imbriale Corner, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
April 22, 1927 - June 18, 1983

Joe Imbraile was born on April 22, 1927 in Bay Ridge Brooklyn. He attended St. Agatha’s and St. Michael’s elementary school and graduated from Manual training (now John Jay) high school. He worked in the family landscaping business from the time he was 10 years old. Joe, along with his son Joseph III, continued the family landscaping business. He was president and secretary-treasurer of the firm. Throughout Word War II, Mr. Imbraile served with the United States Navy. He married his first wife Patricia in 1953. He became a widower and later on remarried. Joe fathered five children: Joseph III, AnnMarie, John, James and Robert. He was a very hardworking man who loved the work that he did. He enjoyed landscaping and he loved working with people.

Mr. Imbraile over the years gained a reputation as a civic-minded businessman who donated money and services to meet the needs of the community. He personally worked at Bay Ridge’s historic Barkaloo Cemetery, free of charge. He maintained the park benches and sidewalk planters at the 92nd Street bus stop of the S-7 bus. He was a member of the Bay Ridge-Narrows Kiwanis where he organized fundraising drives to purchase a van for BRAVO ambulance and to support activities for the Guild for Exceptional Children. He was elected president of the Kiwanis Club in 1983. He was past president and member of the board of directors on the Brooklyn Landscape Gardeners Association.


Mr. Imbriale was a big fan of Christmas. He turned the arrival of Christmas trees in to a regular ritual, complete with Santa hats and jingle bells. Joe would donate floral pieces and Christmas decorations for BRAVO headquarters every year. In fact, Joe was known as the local Santa each Christmas season. He was killed in a forklift accident on June 18, 1983.

Section 64. Dominick Sabatino Bridge - 1937, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile
Dominick Sabatino was born in Foggia, Italy in 1871. He migrated to the United States in 1890 and settled in Borough Park in Brooklyn, New York where he worked as a barber and a musician. Here he met and married his life’s mate, “Mary”, in 1898. The marriage produced 20 children and lasted almost 60 years. Unfortunately, Dominick and Mary lost 9 of their children to the “Spanish Influenza” epidemic of 1918.


Dominick Sabatino was a civic minded business-oriented, man who fought for a bridge to be built between 61st and 62nd Streets on 13th Avenue where an open BMT subway ditch separated one end of the sheet from the other. For 9 years, representing the local merchants association, he appealed to Brooklyn Borough President Raymond Ingersoll to help get the bridge constructed for the social and economic betterment of the community. At Mr. Sabatino’s urging, the bridge was eventually built uniting the two ends of 13th Avenue from 39th Street to 86th Street. The bridge, which connected the Borough Park and New Utrect sections of Brooklyn, opened on October 12, 1939.


Dominick Sabatino died at Borough Hall in Brooklyn in 1957. Today, only 3 of his children survive, the youngest is in his late seventies. The number of Dominick Sabatino’s grandchildren and great-grand children are considered too numerous to calculate.

Section 65. Sharon Mary Pascale Field, Borough of Brooklyn
Introduced by Council Member Gentile, Oddo

Sharon Pascale grew up in the community of Dyker Heights, and was a special education teacher at P.S. 225 in Brooklyn.  Sharon Pascale had a sincere dedication to the needs of her students and a willingness to volunteer her time and money to bring sports into their lives.  Sharon was also a member of the New York Sharks, a women’s professional football team.


Sharon was a volunteer softball coach at Moore Catholic High School in Staten Island, was a member of the Women’s American Softball Association and the Women’s Flag Football Association.   She was also a member of the Council for Exceptional Children and the New York State Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Inc.  Sharon Pascale was killed in a car accident on December 24, 2001.

Section 66. Corporal Robert Marcus Rodriguez Way, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Katz
October, 1917 - February 17, 1982
Corporal Robert Marcus Rodriguez was born on February 15, 1982 in Brooklyn, New York. Corporal Rodriguez lived on 59th Drive in Maspeth and attended John Adams High School in Queens and received his high school diploma from the New York Youth Challenge Program in Peekskill, NY. He joined the Marine Corps in February 1999 at the age of 17. He was deployed to Kuwait in January 2003 and assigned to the Marine First Tank Division, Air/Ground Combat Unit. On March 25, 2003 the tank in which he traveled with three other marines, fell under heavy artillery fire and was forced off a bridge into the Euphrates River. All men in the tank were killed.

Section 67. Mary Davies Drive, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
March 22, 1926 - November 25, 2001
Mary Davies was born on March 22, 1926, in the borough of Brooklyn, to Thomas and Helen Davies. Mary received her education attending various Brooklyn public schools, until her marriage to John Davies in 1937. Mary and her husband moved to Staten Island after World War II, and settled in the Great Kills area. Mary was a traditional stay at home mother, to daughter Mary and son John, but quickly became involved in the local PTA and community association.

Mary Davies led the drive for implementation of the original South Richmond Plan, that called for control of the wetlands and natural areas. When it was defeated in the early 1960’s she helped found the Crescent Beach Civic Association to protect the coastline. She fought to have accessible transportation services for local senior citizens, to have a mobile van to provide Metro tickets sold in local areas, to require builders in the low areas have valid permits before putting in foundations that would ruin the costal water plane. When the battle for a new South Richmond Plan became about she joined forces with another Community Activist, Lorraine Sorge of the Taxpayers Association, and together the two organizations mobilized enough community support to have the plan adopted, thus saving the wet lands and open spaces from rapid over development.

Until her death in September 2002, Mary was still engaged in fighting for the community by organizing the residents to protest the plans for a 181 unit housing development without adequate protection for the homeowners living in the low planes of Great Kills coastal area.

Section 68. Police Officer John M. Kelly Way, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Lanza
June 24, 1969  - April 17, 2000
John M. Kelly was born on June 24, 1969 to Margaret Kelly and the late Thomas Kelly. He was the fourth of seven sons. John grew up in the town of Oakwood and graduated from New Dorp High School in 1987.

Police Officer John M. Kelly fulfilled his life long ambition when he graduated from the New York City Police Academy in January 1992. Upon graduating he was appointed to the New York City Housing Police Department and assigned to Police Service Area #4, in Manhattan. In April of 1996 he was transferred to The New York City Police Department and assigned to the Staten Island Task Force.

Also in April of 1996, he married Police Officer Patricia Duffy who at the time was assigned to 120th Precinct in Staten Island. Their first son Sean was born on August 16, 1997 and their second son, Christopher, was born on October 29, 1999. John enjoyed spending time with his family and taking his son Sean fishing. He enjoyed spending time visiting his mother upstate, where he would fish with his brothers.

On July 17, 2000, Police Officer John M. Kelly, while assigned to the Staten Island Auto Larceny Unit, was attempting to apprehend a suspect on a motorcycle, which he believed to have been stolen, when his car careened into a telephone pole. Police Officer Kelly later succumbed to his injuries at St. Vincent’s Hospital.
Section 69. Big Brothers and Big Sisters Boulevard, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Lopez

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of New York City (BBBSNYC) was founded in 1904, by Ernest Coulter, as the first formalized mentoring program in the United States. BBBSNYC provides youth, ranging in age from 7 to 18 years old, with one-on-one volunteers. These mentors have a dramatic, positive affect on their “littles’” lives, particularly in regards to school, self-esteem, relationships with family and friends, and resistance to drug use and crime. On average, these relationships last three years, while their friendships often last a lifetime.

The agency’s success is due to its commitment to its on-on-one mentoring programs that provide long-term caring and support under the supervision and guidance of a professional social worker.

While the Traditional Mentoring Program continues, reaching more boys and girls than ever, Coulter’s dedication to creative, new solutions also thrives here. BBBSNYC offers unique programs, tailored to fit the needs of diverse groups-corporate employees, single parents, or new Americans. And BBBSNYC’s Center for Training enables it to function as a “teaching hospital”, performing research and propagating the best practices of youth mentoring to nonprofits far and wide. BBSNYC is considered the forerunner for mentoring programs nationwide and today there are 450 Big Brother Big Sisters Agencies and an additional 50,000 organizations that mentor. These programs have proven to positively impact the futures of at-risk boys and girls.

Section 70. Staff Sgt. Riayan Agusto Tejeda Street, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Martinez, Jackson
 August 7, 1976 - November 6, 2002

Riayan Agusto Tejeda was born in the Dominican Republic on August 7, 1976.  His family consists of Carmen Radaela Lora and Agusto Tejada, both Dominicans, and two brothers, Angel Rafael Tejeda (1977) and Andres Tejeda (1980).


From an early age, Tejeda demonstrated courage and dedication, and became a role model for his community, establishing himself as a solid baseball player.  Tejeda was well organized and enjoyed the excitement of a good adventure, traits that would serve him well as a member of the United States Marine Corps. 


In 1989, along with his brothers, Tejeda migrated to the United States to continue his studies and refine his English.  He quickly learned about the immense opportunities that this country has to offer.  Upon graduating from the Fashion Industries High School, he joined the U.S. Navy.


He formed part of the V Division Regiment of the Marines Corps, while engaged in school.  He was also awarded the “Best Chef” award for two consecutive years.


Not long after completing various training courses, he decided to enter the infantry.  During this time, he lived in Japan for several months.  Soon after, he sailed with the Marines, visiting many places, including Thailand, Korea, the Philippians, Australia, and Hawaii.  He was the only Dominican to take part in the peacekeeping operations that the United States held in Somalia and East Timor in 2000.


In 1995, Tejeda married a fellow Marine, Dena Harrison, in Hawaii.  They had two children, Lorianna and Miranda.


Staff Sgt. Tejeda gave his life to defend the United States in the war with Iraq.  He dies after a confrontation with an Iraqi battalion in central Baghdad.  His leadership, courage, bravery and commitment allowed him to advance the troops even after witnessing many soldiers die in the field.  He took a step forward and defended a nation that welcomed him with open arms, dying for every one of us.


His friend and family will always remember him as the best of sons, the best of brothers, and the best of fathers.  He was loyal, honorable, honest, capable, ambitious, hard working and always willing to help others.


Section 71. P.O. Thomas Schimenti Jr. Corner, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
October 19, 1943 - August 17, 1979
Thomas Schimenti, Jr. was born on October 19, 1943 to Thomas Sr. and Angelina Schimenti. He grew up on Staten Island where he attended Saint Sylvester Grammar School and New Dorp High School. Tom also attended McKee Evening classes and became a journeyman plumber while attending high school during the day.


Upon his graduation from high school in 1963, Tom immediately went to work as a plumber on the Verazzano Bridge. Also, during this period he began his studies to become a New York City Police Officer. In 1967 Tom graduated from the Police Academy and on July 29, 1967 he married his high school sweetheart Diane Delzotti. The marriage produced two daughters, Sandra and Gina.


After returning from his honeymoon Tom began his career as a police officer. He worked at the 6th and 9th Precincts in lower Manhattan and also as a 911 dispatcher in Police Headquarters at 1 Police Plaza. After the 911 tour of duty he decided to become a beat patrolman and was assigned to the Midtown South Precinct. During this period he volunteered much of his free time to mentor young boys at a group home on College Avenue on Staten Island. Each year he accompanied the boys to the Special Olympics and through this association inspired many of the boys to aspire to become police officers.


On august 17, 1979, while stationed at Midtown South, Tom Schimenti, Jr. was on foot patrol in Midtown Manhattan when he was notified of a bank robbery in progress nearby. He proceeded to the crime-scene and chased a suspect from a Chemical Bank into the 42nd Street Arcade at Grand Central Station. During the ensuing gunfight, Tom sacrificed his life in the line of duty. The suspect was captured by Tom’s fellow officers and later drowned during an escape attempt. In a final tribute to the popularity of Tom Schimento, Jr. his funeral and wake were attended by thousands of mourners.

Section 72. Deacon Ross Calimano Corner, Borough of Staten Island
Introduced by Council Member Oddo
January 8, 1932 - March 3, 2003
Ross Calimano was born in Manhattan , on January 8, 1932, to Margaret and Rosario Calimano. The family also included two brothers, Sam and Charles, and two sisters, Rose and Ann. Ross attended Seward Park High School in lower Manhattan. He moved to New Dorp Beach in the late 1940’s and immediately associated himself with the Our Lady of Lourdes R.C. chapel, a mission of Our Lady Queen of Peace R.C. church New Dorp, assisting the late sexton Henry Cale.


Throughout the years, he became closely identified with the church. He was ordained a deacon in May 1980 and later became the only deacon in the Catholic Archdiocese of New York to serve as spiritual leader of a chapel. The distinction earned him the affectionate title of “the Pope of New Dorp Beach.


Deacon Calimano was involved in the Holy Name Society and the Manresa Council, Knights of Columbus, New Dorp. He also chaired the building committee that oversaw construction of the Manresa Council Building. He held a number of positions with the Knight of Columbus, including president of the Manresa Columbian Club; Staten Island conference chairman; delegate to the Supreme Convention Basilica in Washington, D.C.; chief counsel of the Columbian Squires; district deputy, and grand knight.


He was also instrumental in raising funds for the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master convent in Meiers Corners. Deacon Calimano began working as a bookbinder with a Manhattan printing firm in the late 1940’s. In 1956, he attended the Society of St. Paul seminary. He served in the Marines as a lance corporal during the Korean War. After his discharge in 1954, he resumed his position as a bookbinder, and later worked for the U.S. Postal Service in Manhattan before taking a job with the assay office of the United states Mint in Manhattan. He later worked for the Mint’s West Point, N.Y. office while maintaining his house in New Dorp Beach. He retired in 1985


Deacon Ross Calimano died on March 3, 2003. He was survived by a brother, Sam and his two sisters Rose Russo, and Ann Pecoraro.

Section 73. Anna Sokolow Way, Borough of Manhattan
Introduced by Council Member Quinn
1910 – 2000


Anna Sokolow had a long and illustrious career in dance and choreography and received worldwide acclaim as a modern dancer and innovator of social themes.  She taught dance in Greenwich Village and was on the faculty of the Juilliard School of Music.   Anna Sokolow created dances on traditional Jewish and contemporary urban themes since the 1930’s.  She was honored by the Hall of Fame of the National Museum of Dance.  Anna Sokolow lived on this block at 1 Christopher Street for about 50 years.  

Section 74. Leo Fracassi Way, Borough of the Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera
October 24, 1923 - November 2, 2002
Leo Fracassi was born and raised in the Belmont section of the Bronx. He loved being a New York City Fire Fighter, in fact, Ladder 38 has a picture of him with his dog on the corner of Belmont and 182nd Street where you can see Ladder 38’s Fire House in the back ground. This photo was taken in the late 1920’s. Leo and his wife Pauline were active in the Belmont Community and he was well known by all who lived there.


In 1941, Leo joined the Army and was promoted to Sergeant as a Tank Commander in General Patton’s 3rd Army. While in the Army he distinguished himself by winning the Bronze Star and other awards. After the war he wanted to become a New York City Fire Fighter. On January 1, 1947, Leo Fracassi became a Fire Fighter and was assigned to Engine Company 92 in The Bronx. On November 12, 1960 Leo was promoted to Lieutenant in the Fire Department, where he covered in various fire houses in The Bronx for the next 2-1/2 years. On August 17, 1963, Leo was assigned to Ladder Company 38 on Belmont Avenue. During his next 26 years, “Grandpa” as his fellow fire fighters would come to call him, was awarded more medals for bravery and was involved in more Unit Citations than anyone assigned to Engine Company 88 or Ladder Company 38. Lt. Fracassi was awarded “Fireman of The Month” twice, five times awarded for Meritorious Acts of Bravery and received five Unit Citations during his 26 years as a Lieutenant in Ladder Company 38. After his retirement from the FDNY he continued to live on Crotona Avenue until he passed away on November 2, 2002.

Section 75. Celia Cruz Boulevard, Borough of the Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Rivera, The Speaker (Council Member Miller)
October 21, 1925 - July 16, 2003
(The following biographical information was provided by the “All Music Guide” and “Thomson Gale” websites.)

Celia Cruz was one of Latin music's most respected vocalists. A ten-time Grammy nominee, Cruz, who sang only in her native Spanish language, received a Smithsonian Lifetime Achievement award, a National Medal of the Arts and honorary doctorates from Yale University and the University of Miami. A street in Miami was renamed in her honor, and Cruz' trademark orange, red and white polka dot dress and shoes have been placed in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian Institute of Technology. The Hollywood Wax Museum includes a statue of the Cuba-born songstress. 

Celia Cruz was born in Havana, Cuba on October 21, 1924. Growing up in the city’s poor Santo Suárez neighborhood in a household of 14 children, she stood out because of her singing ability. Cruz won a singing contest called “La hora del té” and with her mother’s encouragement began to enter other contests in various parts of Cuba.

Cruz’s father, however, believed that she should become a teacher, an altogether more common profession for a Cuban woman at the time. She enrolled at the national teachers’ college, but dropped out after finding more and more success with her music in live and radio performances. Something of a compromise was reached when she enrolled at Havana’s National Conservatory of Music—but there a professor encouraged her to consider a full time singing career.

Her breakthrough came in 1950 when she became the lead vocalist for a big band called La Sonora Mantancera. Bandleader Regilo Martinez showed faith in Cruz when he continued to feature her despite the protests of fans of the band’s previous vocalist, and once again when an American record executive resisted the idea of making a Sonora Matencera disc that featured Cruz, believing that a rumba record with a female vocalist would not sell well. Martinez promised to pay Cruz himself if the recording flopped. It did well in both Cuba and the United States, and Cruz toured widely through Central and North America with La Sonora Matancera in the 1950’s.

At the time of the Communist takeover of Cuba in 1959, the group was slated to tour Mexico. However, from Mexico, rather than returning to Cuba, they entered the United States and remained there. Cruz herself became a U.S citizen in 1961. Cuban Communist leader Fidel Castro was furious and barred Cruz from returning to Cuba, enforcing the ban even after Cruz’s parents deaths. Cruz for her part vowed not to return to Cuba until such time as the Castro regime was deposed.

Celia Cruz died on July 16, 2003 in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

Section 76. Mario P. Russo Boulevard, Borough of Queens
Introduced by Council Member Sanders, Jr.
May 30, 1915 - May 18, 2002
Mario Russo was born on May 30, 1915 in Jersey City, N.J. to Anna and Rocco Russo. He was the youngest of six children, and was a twin. His parents had a summer home in Arverne and as a young man Mario came to Rockaway during the summers. He worked for Mr. Leo Miele delivering ice and at other times at a grocery store known as Mondello.


Mario met Diana Macaluso in Rockaway one summer and after a long courtship they were married, at St. Rose of Lima Church on November 30, 1941, by Rev. James Galvin. The marriage took place the week prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor. Diana worked for the Rockaway Chamber of Commerce and later for Social Services. Mario joined the United States Coast Guard and served from 1942 to 1945. While in service, a son, Stephen, was born to them. When he returned they had another son, George. They later had four grandchildren; two girls and two boys.


Mario was a carpenter by trade and worked on many of the Rockaway projects such as Hammels Houses, Arverne, Nordeck, Dayton and Surfside and later at the Green Acres shopping area. Prior to his retirement, Mario was head of the Somerville-Arverne Civic Association, served as President of the Arverne Civil Council Inc. for many years and put out a monthly bulletin.

Section 77. Piccirilli Place, Borough of the Bronx
Introduced by Council Member Serrano
The Piccirilli family, parents, six sons and a daughter, arrived in New York City in 1888 from Massa-Carrara in Tuscany, Italy where the father, Giuseppe, operated a sculpture studio. By 1893, they established a residence and sculpture studio at 467 E. 142nd Street in the Mott Haven section of The Bronx. The studio closed in 1945, the year that three of the brothers died. It was demolished in the 1970’s and the site is currently occupied by a Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall.


Original Piccirilli sculptures can be found throughout New York City and the United States. The Maine Monument at the southwest corner of Central Park (near Columbus Circle) is probably the best known original Piccirilli work. Other original Piccirilli sculptures in New York City include the Fireman’s memorial on Riverside Drive and West 100th Street, the large glass sculpture, “Youth Leading Industry”, over the entrance to 636 Fifth Avenue in Rockefeller Center (opposite St. Patrick’s Cathedral) and the Policeman’s Memorial at One Police Plaza.


The brothers, Ferruccio, Attilio, Furio, Masaniello, Orazio and Grtulio, were also master marble carvers. Many sculptures brought their plaster casts to the studio to be carved in marble. Their best-known carving project was the Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C.’s Lincoln Memorial. In New York they carved the Library Lions at 42nd Street and Fifth Avenue, all of the sculptures on the Washington Arch in Greenwich Village, the pediment of the New York Stock Exchange, and many others.


In between commissions for large public sculptures, the brothers produced many small works – often for their own artistic interests. Most of these are in museums, such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, or in private collections.


Attilio was co-founder of the Leonardo da Vinci Art School originally located at 288 East 10th Street in Manhattan. The school offered art education to thousands of working class New Yorkers from 1923 to 1940. Several students won the prestigious Prix de Rome, and Isamu Noguchi received his early training at “The Leonardo”.


The Piccirilli brothers kept a fairly low profile but were well known in certain circles. Virtually all the sculptors of their time visited the studio. Some worked there, and some actually lived there. The studio had become an important center for American art. Teddy Roosevelt, Enrico Caruso, and John D. Rocafeller also visited the studio. Fiorello LaGuardia was a close friend to the family for decades. “The Leonardo” received testimonials from Calvin Coolidge, Thomas Edison, Al Smith and many, many others.

Section 78. the REPEAL of section 14 of Local Law 6 of 2003, Borough of 

Introduced by Council Member Oddo

This section was a street name change which is being corrected by the bill before the Committee today.
Section 79. the REPEAL of section 4 of Local Law 34 of 2003, Borough of 

Introduced by Council Member Yassky


This section was a street name change which is being corrected by the bill before the Committee today.
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