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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to

          3  reconvene the Subcommittee meeting from 9/21 on

          4  Zoning and Franchises. The item, Land Use No. 243

          5  and 244, we had the public hearing on 9/21, and a

          6  number of issues were brought to our attention at

          7  the time, and in order to make sure that the

          8  application was the best possible, and that we

          9  always listen very carefully to the public, we laid

         10  over the vote til this morning, which gave us the

         11  opportunity to look into the issues. Two things were

         12  brought to our attention. A minimum height issue,

         13  and the issue of non-compliance.

         14                 Land Use staff, myself, had several

         15  meetings with interested parties. We also reviewed

         16  the arguments that were presented at the public

         17  hearing, and it is our analysis that in effect there

         18  is no minimum height.

         19                 While there may be some difference of

         20  opinion, we don't find that argument holds any

         21  water, and while there is an issue to a certain

         22  extent of non-compliance, whenever you do a

         23  rezoning, there always is non-compliance

         24  unfortunately.

         25                 We do not feel that in any way, shape
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          2  or form those two issues should hold up these

          3  applications. The community board, local residents,

          4  of course, Council Member Oliver Koppell, are very

          5  much in favor of this. I did receive a personal

          6  phone call from the Bronx Borough President in

          7  support of this application, and the Chair would

          8  like to call the vote at this point and the Chair

          9  recommends approval of both applications.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Absolutely.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'm going to

         21  vote aye today on the rezoning.

         22                 I'd like to point out for the

         23  Riverdale rezoning, this is an outbirth, as you

         24  know, of a 197-a plan that was started so long ago

         25  by Community Board 8, I believe under the guidance

                                                            4

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  as well of June Eisland, and taken up again by

          3  Oliver Koppell.

          4                 Just I know that the Chair and staff

          5  have analyzed this, as we all have, and I think that

          6  we did a good job at making sure that we spent the

          7  last few days making the right decision.

          8                 But I do believe the boat has left

          9  the dock, is that how you say it? And really, for

         10  the record, I mean, the community has had ample

         11  opportunity to testify at every corner on this

         12  application. I think it's a good application. I

         13  agree that the non-conformity issue is a problem,

         14  but as any rezoning happens, you're right, Mr.

         15  Chair, there is always an issue with conformity and

         16  how much conformity there will be, and you have to

         17  look at the entire project in total. And I think in

         18  total this is a very good project for this

         19  community.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         25  at four in the affirmative, none in the negative and
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          2  no abstentions, and referred to the full Land Use

          3  Committee.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Before I close

          5  this meeting, I'd like to call on Council Member

          6  Oliver Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

          8  very much, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank you and the

          9  members of the Committee and the staff of the

         10  Committee, and also -- I don't think she's here

         11  right now, Gail Benjamin, for her attention, in

         12  addition, as the head of the entire Land Use staff.

         13                 I know, Mr. Chairman, that you had

         14  some personal concerns and wanted to be sure that

         15  every i was dotted and T was crossed and everybody

         16  had a fully opportunity to present their arguments,

         17  and I respect that, even though as you know I was

         18  very anxious that this matter proceed and continue

         19  to be so anxious.

         20                 I want to just mention, if I may,

         21  that there are quite a number of representatives of

         22  the community here today. We have representatives of

         23  the three other public officials who directly

         24  represent the community, Assemblyman Dinowitz, State

         25  Senator Eric Schneiderman, and Congressman Engel,
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          2  all of whom have representatives here and all of

          3  whom are in support of this zoning proposal.

          4                 As you know, we heard testimony from

          5  Tony Cassino, the head of the community board who

          6  has been very helpful in this regard. We're joined

          7  today by Damian McShane, who is the vice chair of

          8  the community board, and also by a very

          9  distinguished chair of our Land Use Committee in

         10  Community Board 8, someone who has been very

         11  significant in the history, of the recent history of

         12  the City, Charles Murdler, who in addition to

         13  everything else was a Building Commissioner, and,

         14  so, I respect his views on these things

         15  particularly, in addition to his legal acumen.

         16                 We have also here representative

         17  Steve Minardo, who is the head of a group called

         18  "The Association of Riverdale Co-Op," which

         19  represents as a collective, approximately 100

         20  cooperative apartment buildings in Riverdale.

         21                 I also would like to just mention

         22  Cornima Kapor, who is here from the Bronx Office of

         23  City Planning, as was instrumental in developing

         24  this plan, and in assisting in bringing it forward

         25  through the City Planning Commission, which has also
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          2  approved this in addition.

          3                 I want to echo the sentiments of

          4  Chair Katz, who I thank also for her attention and

          5  her comments that this has been a lengthy process

          6  that started about seven years ago, in terms of the

          7  overall rezoning of Riverdale. It's still not

          8  complete, because I hope this Committee and the full

          9  Committee will see some other applications for other

         10  parts of Riverdale that are being reviewed right now

         11  by the City Planning Commission. So this is the

         12  first step in making the 197-a plan a reality, and I

         13  want to thank everybody who helped to bring us to

         14  this point.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I would just add

         16  that for, especially for the members of the

         17  audience, that in the few days that we took to

         18  review the concerns that were brought to us at the

         19  public hearing, this in no way affected the

         20  timetable in moving this project ahead.

         21                 I'd like to call on Council Member

         22  Eric Gioia for a vote?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Chair.

         25                 Thank you for your leadership on
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          2  this, Chair Katz for her leadership and also Council

          3  Member Koppell, who has shown really great wisdom

          4  dealing with a difficult issue.

          5                 And on that, I vote yes.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote is now

          7  five in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

          8  abstentions.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         10  everyone. That closes this meeting of the

         11  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, and I turn it

         12  over to my colleague.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Those that

         14  are here might want to wait for the full Committee

         15  meeting.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 9:43 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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