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          1  SANITATION AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Okay, if I can

          3  have everyone's attention, I call this meeting of

          4  the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste

          5  Management to order.

          6                 We have before us today for

          7  consideration one item which is an amendment to the

          8  local law which was passed last summer, which

          9  allowed for the suspension of the recycling and the

         10  collection of recycling of glass and plastic, and

         11  that legislation contained a provision for the

         12  establishment of a task force which would come back

         13  to the City Council and to the Mayor with

         14  recommendations on how better to do recycling in the

         15  future.

         16                 That task force has been constituted,

         17  has been meeting on a regular basis. However, the

         18  flow of information and data has been somewhat

         19  slower than we would like.

         20                 In addition to that, just this last

         21  week, a major conference was held on recycling at

         22  Pace University, and advocates, and the Department

         23  of Sanitation, everybody cooperated and around the

         24  country gave information and that information is now

         25  being digested, and it is upon the recommendation of
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          2  not only the Mayor's Office, but our Committee and

          3  the Speaker's Office, but also by the Citywide

          4  Recycling Advisory Board, and the Center for

          5  Economic Environmental Partnership, and I've also

          6  spoken to the leadership of the NRDC, and they are

          7  all in agreement that it's better to do the job

          8  right rather than to hurry the job.

          9                 And, so, we are now proposing to give

         10  the task force more time to complete its report, its

         11  recommendations, and so instead of providing its

         12  report on December 13th, it will now be February

         13  21st, 2003, and it's a good thing to do and, so, if

         14  anybody has any questions on that, we'll try to

         15  answer them the best we can.

         16                 Council Member Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just wanted

         18  to wish you a happy holiday, Mr. Chairman.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: I was going to

         20  do that at the end. I know the Hanukkah festivities

         21  have begun, and we wish you especially happy

         22  holidays and hope that you know that in the -- I

         23  will get to them in a second, but in the Christian

         24  religion, the outcome of one's holiday is based on

         25  how one has behaved in the past year; is that truth
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          2  in the Jewish faith as well?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I take

          4  exception to that.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Yes, I'm just

          6  wondering if that's the same.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't follow

          8  that religion.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: No, I'm just

         10  wondering if it's the same in the Jewish faith that

         11  one's experience during the holidays or one's

         12  accrual of gifts is based on one's behavior in the

         13  prior year.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Let me comment

         15  on this.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: How can you

         17  answer a question that he posed to me?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: In my

         19  household it has to do with you behavior the week

         20  before Hanukkah.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: The week before.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: And it's

         23  imposed by the parents to make that decision, as

         24  opposed to a higher authority.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: I understand.
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          2  Okay. That seems more reasonable.

          3                 Okay, any questions on the bill

          4  before us? On the amendment.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, Mr.

          6  Chair, I'll just make one statement prior to voting,

          7  which is I understand your explanation for the bill

          8  and I certainly will vote for it, but I certainly do

          9  want to say publicly that I do not, would not

         10  anticipate voting for another extension beyond this.

         11                 I have told my constituents, I get

         12  questioned about recycling all the time, I'm sure

         13  not as many as you do, but from my constituents I

         14  do, and I've explained that there is a task force in

         15  place looking at ways to do it better, that it is a

         16  suspension and not a cancellation that we're

         17  revisiting the issue, and I expect to be able to

         18  tell them that that's happened and was not -- that

         19  effort was not abandoned.

         20                 So, I'm sure the Administration

         21  intends to meet this deadline, and I just want to

         22  say that I will expect them to as well.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: I appreciate

         24  that very much. And just to point out that we are

         25  not affecting the suspension or the lifting of the
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          2  suspension dates, and we are allowing this

          3  extension, we think in a thoughtful way, but still

          4  within the time period when the budget process will

          5  be beginning, and this is considered by many a

          6  budgetary issue, and so we can deal with that and

          7  those of us who consider this more of a policy

          8  issue, we'll still be able to do it within the time

          9  frame necessary.

         10                 I also have asked Counsel, you all

         11  know Carmen Cognetta, who is the Counsel to the

         12  Committee, he's also our representative on the task

         13  force, to provide you all with more, with -- after

         14  the meetings of the task force, in the future to

         15  provide you with updates so you know exactly where

         16  we are and where we intend to be by February.

         17                 Any other questions?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Mr. Chair, can

         19  I be excused to vote because I need to attend the

         20  meeting next door?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Absolutely.

         22                 Why don't I just call the question.

         23  Okay, call the question?

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The matter is adopted

         11  by a vote of five in the affirmative, none in the

         12  negative and no abstentions, and the item remains

         13  open.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: The results? You

         15  read them?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: The item is adopted by

         17  a vote of five in the affirmative, no negative and

         18  no abstention and the item remains open. Please sign

         19  the reports.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON McMAHON: Okay, the

         21  hearing is closed. Adjourned.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 12:20 p.m.)
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