MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring public education on benefits for those harmed by the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 and its aftermath.
Purpose
This bill requires the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to conduct ongoing public education regarding programs available to individuals harmed by the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and their aftermath. It also requires the Department to establish an opt-in email and text notification system so interested individuals can receive updates about eligibility requirements, application deadlines, and other important information regarding available programs.
Justification
Twenty-five years after the September 11 terrorist attacks, many New Yorkers continue to suffer from the long-term physical and mental health effects of their exposure. While significant federal programs exist to provide medical monitoring, treatment, and compensation, many eligible individuals remain unaware of the assistance available to them or fail to receive timely information about changing eligibility requirements, deadlines, and newly available resources.
This legislation recognizes that one of the City's most important responsibilities is ensuring that people affected by September 11 know where to turn for help. Rather than creating a duplicative program, this bill builds upon existing federal and local resources by requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to educate the public about programs such as the World Trade Center Health Registry, the World Trade Center Health Program, and the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund. It also establishes a voluntary notification system so interested individuals can receive updates directly from the City.
The bill includes important privacy protections by making participation voluntary, allowing individuals to opt out at any time, and prohibiting the disclosure of personal contact information except as otherwise required by law.
As New York City marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of September 11, we have an obligation not only to remember those we lost, but also to continue supporting those who are still living with the consequences of that day. Ensuring that affected individuals receive accurate, timely information about available benefits and services is a practical, meaningful, and compassionate way to fulfill that responsibility.
For these reasons, I respectfully urge my colleagues to support this legislation.

