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          1  COMMITTEE ON YOUTH SERVICES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Good afternoon.

          3  This is a meeting on Youth Services of the New York

          4  City Council. My name is Ken Fisher, Council Member

          5  From Brooklyn. I am joined by Council Member Una

          6  Clarke, the senior member present, and Council

          7  Member Magarita Lopez. Other members of the Council

          8  were here earlier, including Council members Annette

          9  Robinson and Angel Rodriguez and Bill Perkins, and

         10  there may be others who come and join us later on

         11  today.

         12                 We are going to take a few moments

         13  today to recap the activities of the Committee

         14  during 1998, and to discuss some of the agenda items

         15  that we may take up during the current year.

         16                 The Committee had a very active year

         17  during 1998, basically in three areas. The first was

         18  the area of Youth Services and After School

         19  Programs, largely focused around the budget

         20  negotiations with the Mayor and the ensuing

         21  controversies and the delivery of services in the

         22  most effective way. But I think we would agree that

         23  we made some real progress in expanding Youth

         24  Services, and particularly in opening up public

         25  school buildings in the afternoon. Nonetheless, we
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          2  still have a long way to go and one of the areas

          3  that I intend to come back to is the question of the

          4  distribution of those youth services, the

          5  accessibility of those youth services, and in fact,

          6  even the amount of them, because I have not been

          7  able to get a satisfactory answer to the question of

          8  how many young people in New York have after school

          9  programs available to them. In part, this is because

         10  jurisdiction is mixed between the Department of

         11  Youth Services and the Board of Education, but it

         12  makes it very difficult when we go in to advocate

         13  for neighborhoods that have specific needs to get a

         14  handle on exactly how desperate those needs are.

         15                 A second area that the Committee

         16  focused on had to do with the population of the

         17  Department of Juvenile Justice, and the ways in

         18  which that population was being managed.

         19                 We were disturbed to learn at the

         20  beginning of the year that the City intended to use

         21  the Vernon C. Bain, an adult prison barge, to house

         22  juveniles who had been arrested. And members of the

         23  Committee predicted that that would not prove to be

         24  a successful strategy for the City and unfortunately

         25  our protections turned out to be true. The City is
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          2  now in the process of phasing out the use of the

          3  Vernon C. Bain, but it is also going to be reopening

          4  at least a portion of the Spofford Juvenile

          5  Detention facility that had previously been closed.

          6                 This reflects a disturbing trend in

          7  the mind of many of the Committee members that we

          8  have too many opportunities to send young people to

          9  jail and not enough opportunities to help them have

         10  productive lives.

         11                 As part of our investigation of

         12  juvenile justice issues, we toured the Youth Court

         13  in Manhattan, as well as several of the facilities

         14  that are used by the Department of Juvenile Justice.

         15                 We also took on some issues that I

         16  think go to sort of our attitude towards young

         17  people in ways young people can be helped. One

         18  positive note was the role that the Committee played

         19  in addressing the problem of smoking among young

         20  people, and particularly the efforts by the tobacco

         21  cartel to hook young people through advertising

         22  promotions that are aimed at the kids.

         23                 Unfortunately, the litigation on that

         24  issue has not allowed it to be implemented in the

         25  way we intended, but it is an issue that I am sure
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          2  that the Council will stand strong on in the future.

          3                 We also took up and passed

          4  legislation to restrict the use of laser pointers by

          5  young people and the sale of laser pointers by young

          6  people to prevent the tragedy from happening because

          7  of the response that, the practice known as

          8  "dotting" can evolve. And similarly we took up,

          9  apparently for the first time in anyone's memory,

         10  the subject of homeless young people. We have held

         11  two hearings on that and an initial hearing to

         12  define the problem, responsive hearing where the

         13  Administration presented some views on it. I was not

         14  entirely satisfied with the quality of information

         15  that we received, particularly when we started

         16  questioning the Department of Homeless Services

         17  about the numbers that we had been provided by them

         18  and the Acting Commissioner disavowed them from the

         19  witness stand. We have yet to be provided with what

         20  homeless services believes the accurate numbers to

         21  be.

         22                 In any event, the Department of Youth

         23  and Community Development has indicated that they

         24  were trying to pursue some new strategies in that

         25  area, and we look forward to an update on their
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          2  progress.

          3                 Finally, we initiated a new format

          4  for youth speakouts, allowing young people from

          5  throughout the City to participate in our hearings

          6  in a somewhat less formal setting. We held these on

          7  four City University college campuses.

          8  Unfortunately, and to my regret, we didn't make it

          9  out to Staten Island during 1998, so I think that we

         10  are going to make that our number one hearing and

         11  then start the cycle over again, because I know that

         12  many of the members felt this provided powerful and

         13  moving testimony for our youth.

         14                 So that is sort of a quick overview

         15  of what we did in the last year.

         16                 Members of the Committee had been

         17  provided some suggestions that have been either

         18  elicited at other hearings but which we were unable

         19  to get to last year, or ideas that were generated by

         20  our speakouts or individual suggestions that

         21  Committee members have made to myself or the staff,

         22  and in some cases also recommendations that staff

         23  themselves have generated.

         24                 I would ask the members of the

         25  Committee just to take a moment to briefly review
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          2  this list of potential topics, and then what I would

          3  like to do is to open the floor up for some

          4  discussion and suggestions from Council members. I

          5  have a couple of thoughts of my own after I hear

          6  their suggestions, and then in addition to that,

          7  Council Member Lopez has a couple of guests who want

          8  to share their perspectives with us, and I am

          9  looking forward to that testimony as well.

         10                 Having said that, now let me turn to

         11  the senior member of the Committee at present,

         12  Council Member Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chairman.

         15                 I just want to explore three areas

         16  that I don't think we have concentrated on in terms

         17  of our young people, and sometimes I think it is

         18  because we don't know how to first tackle some of

         19  these more difficult issues.

         20                 One is youth programs for the

         21  developmentally disabled. They are young people that

         22  also need recreation and even more if we are able to

         23  develop some creative program for them, it also

         24  gives respite to family members who necessarily have

         25  to take care of them, and I would imagine we would
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          2  have to look at a program in which we find people

          3  who have dealt with and work with the

          4  developmentally disabled to design programs that

          5  will be recreational for them, but I think that it

          6  is important that we tackle that, if not because we

          7  violate the law by not providing access for the

          8  developmentally disabled.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member,

         10  excuse me for interrupting, but do you think that is

         11  something we could do jointly with your

         12  Subcommittee?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: We could do

         14  that jointly with the Subcommittee to explore that

         15  and I would like to do that.

         16                 Also, there are a number of young

         17  people in foster care, teens, who don't have any

         18  organized recreational activity, and you probably

         19  heard on radio and on TV this week, and I am sure it

         20  is an issue that is close to Margarita, that there

         21  are many young people in foster care who are either

         22  gay, lesbian, bisexual, and that for some reason

         23  they feel put upon, they don't find a way in which

         24  to explore their full development as human beings,

         25  irrespective of that. And I think we need to at
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          2  least give voice to that.

          3                 And my pet, of course, as you know my

          4  accent has not gone away, and therefore immigrant

          5  youth is a real important piece for me, both for

          6  their mental health, because so many young people

          7  find their adjustment to this new society very

          8  difficult.

          9                 I was at a special program that the

         10  Board of Education was doing with the Brooklyn

         11  Mental Health Committee and they were talking about

         12  the youth gangs, and I guess we would from time to

         13  time, because of where we live and how we explore,

         14  where we explore and where we are Council members

         15  for, I think that our youth are the only ones that

         16  are having difficulty, but to recognize that

         17  Cambodian children were the most vicious among the

         18  youth gang groups, I would never have thought of it.

         19  I would be saying, well, it must be some Caribbean

         20  kid. So, I think we need to take a real good look

         21  and do something jointly with those organizations

         22  that are working with these groups and see whether

         23  we can come up with something more creative and

         24  innovative that can meet a right range of issues

         25  that are important to our youth.
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          2                 And finally, I think that there are

          3  some real exceptional youth out there and whose

          4  talent and skill we have drawn into because we focus

          5  on "the not so good kid" or "the bad kid" and the

          6  kids that are gifted and talented who can be role

          7  models and provide leadership before some youngsters

          8  get off the edge, we need to capitalize on that,

          9  because youth listen to youth, and if we can get a

         10  cadre of young people who will come forward to be

         11  youth leaders throughout the City and become role

         12  models for other youth that we listen to them, I

         13  think we will probably win the battle more than just

         14  isolating those who are not doing so well, or those

         15  who are the disruptive ones, if we can get those who

         16  are on track to bring some others on track, and I

         17  would like us to explore those as possibilities.

         18                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: All excellent

         20  suggestions.

         21                 Council Member Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Chairman,

         23  as you know, during the last year I very strongly

         24  supported your effort of having the Speakouts for

         25  the youth of our City.
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          2                 In the spirit of that, I became very

          3  involved in my district, organizing the youth

          4  community of my particular district. When we hold

          5  the hearings in Manhattan, as you know I mobilized

          6  over 200 young people from my district to go all the

          7  way to East Harlem. I began that effort with the

          8  intention of increasing that number, because I am

          9  concerned about the Year 2000 and the voices of the

         10  young community who will become 18 years old and

         11  will have the power to vote and the power to

         12  determine who will be the next Mayor of this City.

         13                 I am ready to launch a campaign which

         14  will create the first youth congress of the District

         15  2 in the City Council, and this is going to take

         16  place in February, and I did this through the

         17  efforts of this Committee when this Committee

         18  recognized the need of us having Youth Speakouts in

         19  order to begin organizing that community.

         20                 But I wanted to go a step further,

         21  and I wanted this Committee to go a step further,

         22  and I wanted that from now on whenever we hold this

         23  Youth Speakout, that we bring voting registration

         24  cards in there, and that this be not just a

         25  speakout, but an engagement engaging the young
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          2  people of our community in becoming voting citizens,

          3  because in them then is the power to determine the

          4  future of this City, then I want that to be part of

          5  the Youth Speakout that is coming.

          6                 The other issues that I am concerned,

          7  is in regard of the new policy that is going to come

          8  in place in the Board of Education, where the police

          9  force is going to intervene monitoring and taking

         10  care of the security of the school districts.

         11                 I am concerned about this move,

         12  because I am concerned that to this day the

         13  organization or the Committee of the structure that

         14  is going to deal with this, do not include voices of

         15  parents, voices of youth, voices of teachers, the

         16  Committee that has been put together by the Mayor

         17  and by the Education Department, by Chancellor Rudy

         18  Crew, do not include those voices.  My district is

         19  very concerned about it, and I want this Committee

         20  to call hearings on this issue.

         21                 Why the voices of those sectors have

         22  not been included, why the voices of those sectors

         23  are not part of that committee who is going to

         24  organize and put in place the security of the school

         25  system where all of our youth go. And I think this
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          2  is a critical issue for this Committee and we need

          3  to influence the Chancellor, the Mayor, to

          4  understand that they must include the voices in that

          5  Committee that had been put together. And if those

          6  voices are not included, I believe that the

          7  democratic process of putting this together has been

          8  injured in a way that is detrimental to the safety

          9  of the children and the safety of our entire

         10  community.

         11                 The third issue that I want to bring

         12  to the Committee to be discussed is in regard to the

         13  voices of the young people of my community and of

         14  the communities in these hearings. I brought two

         15  representatives from our organization who is going

         16  to address this issue with you, to present it to

         17  you, because I am concerned that the Committee needs

         18  to do more organized efforts to bring those voices

         19  here when those hearings occurred, and to make sure

         20  that we hear from them directly, what are those

         21  things that affect them.

         22                 I am committed to mobilize my

         23  community to come here, but I want to see how the

         24  Committee in itself can put in place a mechanism

         25  that would allow that to happen over and over again.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          3  much. Also excellent suggestions.

          4                 Let me just note, though, that

          5  jurisdictionally the Board of Education issues per

          6  se may not fall within the Youth Services Committee

          7  although they affect young people, but within the

          8  Education Committee. But one of the questions that I

          9  have that occurred to me while you were making your

         10  remarks, is the relationship of the new school

         11  security set up to the after school programs that

         12  are going to be operating in the Board of Ed

         13  buildings, and I think what we will do is we will

         14  ask our staff to start to lay some ground work on

         15  that, and then we can pick up that portion of it

         16  which is within our mandate and then I can speak to

         17  Council Member Wooten about the portion of it that

         18  falls within the Board of Education mandate as well.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I appreciate

         20  that, and I want to invite both of you to sponsor,

         21  if you decide to do so, a resolution that I want to

         22  submit and I want to talk to the Council staff today

         23  about asking for this to be considered to begin with

         24  by the Board of Education. And I would like to

         25  invite you to be the sponsors of this resolution
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          2  with me. I have the general language and we can talk

          3  out of the record on this. But this is something

          4  that I think that we need to be moving the debate on

          5  that issue.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Let me just

          7  make a suggestion, Council Member.

          8                 Just because I would like to see your

          9  plan work, I suggest that you do a meeting with

         10  Council Member Fisher and Council Member Wooten to

         11  discuss this jointly, even before you put your

         12  resolution there because the resolution is a Board

         13  of Ed resolution, and we won't have the power to

         14  call it up or to call a hearing, and she may end up

         15  with other things that she considers to be of higher

         16  priority in education than that would be. So, I

         17  suggest that you do a discussion about how to get it

         18  done with both chairs, so that, you know, you don't

         19  get frustrated.

         20                 Because I tell you, this youth

         21  mentorship and leadership program, although

         22  everybody saw the merit of it, because I had put it

         23  in the Youth Committee rather than in Education, it

         24  never ever got the hearing. I am bringing it back

         25  this time because I think we now have enough
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          2  leverage in many of the beacon schools and we can do

          3  individual stuff with our high school and senior

          4  high school principals to be able to bring young

          5  people in so that we skirt the issue of a hearing to

          6  get this done. And I think each of us who have a

          7  district can organize our district under schools and

          8  our district to get things done when we want them

          9  done.

         10                 But I suggest that because I think it

         11  would be a very important thing to be on the public

         12  record.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I will follow

         14  that recommendation, without doubt, the spirit in

         15  which I bring this to this Committee is because I am

         16  a member of this Committee, I have a Chairperson

         17  here who will help me with it, and secondly and not

         18  less important, is because I am concerned about the

         19  beacon schools, and those programs belong to this

         20  Committee, and I am concerned about how the security

         21  of the schools are going to change and how the

         22  beacon schools are going to be affected by this, and

         23  how we are going to address this issue in a way that

         24  can be resolved before it becomes a problem.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Why don't we

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            18

          1  COMMITTEE ON YOUTH SERVICES

          2  invite our two witnesses, three witnesses, to come

          3  to the table.

          4                 Ryan Marie LaSala, and Ixel Cervera.

          5  Did I get that right? Even close? Not even close,

          6  right?

          7                 How do you pronounce that?

          8                 MS. CERVERA: Like Michelle without an

          9  M.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay, Ixel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: You don't

         12  pronounce it as an X?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: She pronounces it

         14  as a c-h.

         15                 So, if you would be kind enough to

         16  identify yourselves for the record, and then you can

         17  begin wtih your testimony.

         18                 MS. CERVERA: Okay. My name is Ixel

         19  Cervera. I am a member of NARAL/NY and I have been

         20  working with them for about a year and a half, and

         21  this year I became involved with their Peer Leader

         22  Group, which whose job is to go out and train --

         23  well, recruit youth that are trained about sexual

         24  education and then we give talks to other teens

         25  throughout the City. And one of my concerns was that
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          2  the Committee did not address sex education at all

          3  last year, or that is what seems to be the case,

          4  according to your memo of last year. And for what I

          5  know statistically, STDs and HIV is on the rise, and

          6  pregnancy, I am not sure if it is on the rise or

          7  not, but it is something that affects youth. Being

          8  under 21, and being under 18 does not mean that we

          9  are asexual beings. We are sexual, and not getting

         10  educated about sex, how to prevent STDs and how to

         11  prevent pregnancy is like going to war without a

         12  weapon or going out into the cold weather without

         13  any clothing. There is a very large possibility that

         14  we are going to get killed or we are going to die

         15  because we were not protected. And I feel that it is

         16  the government's responsibility to implement

         17  programs in which they are going to teach you about

         18  this, since you have taken, the government has to a

         19  certain extent, taken away the power of the people

         20  to govern their own bodies in several areas as in

         21  choice, which is what NARAL fights for.

         22                 The other issue was about why other

         23  members of the Peer Leader Group were unable to come

         24  here, and Ryan will tell you more about that.

         25                 MS. LaSALA: I am Ryan LaSala, and I
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          2  would like to address the issue of meetings are held

          3  at a time when none of us can be here. We are

          4  fortunate enough to be here because I get out of

          5  school early.

          6                 We have a letter which reads as

          7  follows:

          8                 "To Honorable Ken Fisher:

          9                 We would like to address the time in

         10  which the Youth Council meets because we are all

         11  teenagers and in school all day. We are unable to

         12  attend your meetings to voice our opinion on topics

         13  that affect us.

         14                 If your meetings were held at a later

         15  time, such as during after school hours, we would be

         16  able to attend. It could only benefit the Youth

         17  Committee to have a youth attendance. It is our

         18  understanding that today you are going to go over

         19  items that will be of concern to us. Without our

         20  input, how will you know what decisions to make and

         21  what will affect our lives?"

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: First of all,

         23  thank you very much for your testimony, I appreciate

         24  your being down here today.

         25                 Let me just say, on the subject of
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          2  sex education, from the substantive matter that you

          3  raised, I just wanted to make the observation that

          4  the jurisdiction of our committee deals with

          5  basically three City programs, one is the Department

          6  of Youth and Community Development, which provides

          7  community youth services programs and after school

          8  programs. The second is the Department of Employment

          9  and the third is the Department of Juvenile Justice.

         10                 Health issues, in the Health

         11  Committee, Education issues in the Education

         12  Committee, but where the topics that you refer to

         13  have overlapped with our jurisdiction, even with the

         14  heading of hearing didn't cover that, they have come

         15  up in the hearing.

         16                 For example, when we did our hearings

         17  on homeless youth, for example, one of the critical

         18  elements in the daily survival of those young people

         19  has to do with survival sex and we dealt with some

         20  of those aspects and in fact several of us went out

         21  with some of the outreach workers who used the

         22  distribution of condoms as a way to engage the young

         23  people who were out on the street, and there are

         24  other examples of that as well.

         25                 But more significantly and I think in
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          2  addressing both of your concerns, which are

          3  legitimate, the Youth Speakouts that we organized

          4  and that Council Member Lopez alluded to, were

          5  designed exactly to address those kinds of issues.

          6  We had over 1,000 young people participate in those

          7  hearings. And if my recollection is correct, at at

          8  least two of those hearings, peer counselors who

          9  participated in the NARAL program came and testified

         10  I think at the Manhattan program and I think also at

         11  one of the others, the one in Queens as well. Those

         12  hearings, and they are hearings of the Council, are

         13  specifically designed to bring young people in to

         14  share their concerns and in all cases, all four of

         15  those hearings that we did, they didn't start any

         16  earlier from 4:00 and they ran to 7:00 or 8:00 in

         17  the evening to give people the opportunity to

         18  participate.

         19                 So I think we can do some additional

         20  things, and I wanted to ask you a question. Since

         21  not everybody can come to City Hall, even regardless

         22  of when the hearings were, if we held the hearings

         23  during a school holiday or even at night or

         24  weekends, because there is always limitations on

         25  that; are there other ways that we could
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          2  affirmatively solicit the opinions of young people?

          3  Whether it would be helpful, for example, for us to

          4  reach out through the schools to say we would like,

          5  you know, here is a questionnaire we would like

          6  young people to fill out? Or would it be helpful if

          7  we created a portion of the Council's web page

          8  specifically related to youth issues where people,

          9  as long as they had access to the Internet, whether

         10  it was at home or at school or in the library, would

         11  send communications to the Committee without having

         12  to come down to City Hall?

         13                 Are there things like that that could

         14  supplement the holding of hearings during more

         15  convenient hours?

         16                 MS. CERVERA: I doubt that putting a

         17  web page that is specifically for youth in the

         18  Council's current page would make much of a

         19  difference since I doubt there are many youth

         20  looking at that page, since there is parts of the

         21  government that are not too appealing to youth.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let me interrupt

         23  for a second. With the same effort that we would put

         24  into telling you to come to City Hall Tuesday at

         25  6:00, we could put into an effort to say, here is --
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          2  if you want to reach the Council, here is a way you

          3  can do it?

          4                 I mean, in other words, nobody comes

          5  to these hearings because they happen to be

          6  wandering by City Hall to stop by to find out what

          7  was going on. People come here because they know we

          8  are going to be taking up that topic on a given day.

          9  And the reason they know that is because we both

         10  directly through ourselves and through the advocate

         11  community tell people, you know, we would like to

         12  hear from you.

         13                 So, I mean, it is true, I don't think

         14  that many young people come to the Council web page

         15  without some reason, but if we said to them there is

         16  a reason for you to come, do you think that would be

         17  more convenient?

         18                 MS. CERVERA: Well, I think that you

         19  have to really express that, and just putting a web

         20  page is not going to be enough. You have to address

         21  schools and not just schools, you have to send

         22  letters to organizations that deal with,

         23  specifically with youth and tell them, well, we are

         24  having a hearing, do you have any youth that would

         25  like to express how they feel about this matter and
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          2  that matter. Because it takes a lot more than just

          3  telling them, well, here is food, and not everybody

          4  is going to be guided to -- I have been taking this

          5  horticulture class, and it is just like a plant. If

          6  you tell a plant there is water beyond the pot, they

          7  are not going to go, the roots aren't going to grow

          8  beyond the pot to reach the water. They have

          9  absolutely no faith. The water has to be there. You

         10  have to give the information to them in their hands

         11  where they can see it.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member

         13  Lopez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Let me

         15  understand very clearly this.

         16                 If we put a web page in the Internet,

         17  that it would be the web page for the youth people

         18  of our community by the Youth Committee, informing

         19  them about issues that are happening in here, and

         20  when those issues are going to happen and things

         21  like that, do you think that the youth community

         22  would look at that page in the web site?

         23                 MS. CERVERA: If they know where it

         24  is, and they are interested in it, but you really

         25  have to tell them this is where you could find it.
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          2  You cannot just say, well, we are going to put this

          3  web page and if they want to find out about it, they

          4  are going to click on the Council Committee web page

          5  and find out. People are not going to do that. You

          6  have to tell them, well, we are implementing this,

          7  we are putting this page specifically for youth, and

          8  if you want to find out about what is going on, you

          9  can go there and get a schedule or an agenda of what

         10  we are going to be talking about.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Then it is a

         12  good idea to put the page, the question is it has to

         13  be combined with notifying in certain ways to the

         14  youth community out there that this page exists,

         15  that you can use it and that you can get information

         16  out of it.

         17                 MS. CERVERA: Yes. Web page just

         18  wouldn't be enough. You have to combine your

         19  efforts.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: No, I

         21  understand that part.

         22                 And the second thing is, when I met

         23  with you guys, the concern that you expressed to me

         24  in the meeting was part of getting information

         25  through the web site or through whatever, but part
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          2  of it was to come to this hearing specifically and

          3  to be able to come to City Hall, to be part of this

          4  process and learn how government works. That was

          5  part of the concern that you expressed to me. I am

          6  reading this correctly?

          7                 MS. CERVERA: Yes, definitely.

          8                 There is a lot of us that are

          9  thinking of becoming extremely active, lobbying and

         10  being advocates for youth and for other matters of

         11  voice and whatever concerns us, but it is really

         12  difficult when the only times you meet is in the

         13  morning prior to us coming and getting out of

         14  school. I usually get out of school at 3:00 and if

         15  it wasn't that because today there was a staff

         16  meeting in school, I would have been unable to

         17  attend, and I wouldn't have known about this event

         18  had you not done a presentation yesterday to the

         19  Peer Leader Group.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Okay, thank

         21  you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Let me just

         23  see whether we could come to some agreement in some

         24  ways in which to really hear the voice of the youth.

         25                 Mr. Chairman, I would like to suggest
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          2  that as we have done the Youth Speakout, that we

          3  convene and each member of the Council, we are 51,

          4  can choose a number of young people from our

          5  district, and do an issues forum or a meeting, and

          6  then we could breakdown that group into groups who

          7  are interested let's say in youth and health, and

          8  then we could do a hearing that youth and academic

          9  standard, youth on delinquency, and then when we

         10  have a meeting that covers any of those topics, then

         11  we would have those young people notified on our

         12  witness list, as we have other witnesses who are in

         13  the advocacy community to come, to come and testify.

         14                 So, we would have groups of young

         15  people who have become experts in an area of

         16  interest to them. This young lady on choice of

         17  sexual development and all of that, somebody else on

         18  something else, and then we would add them to our

         19  witness list so when we do hearings, we would ask

         20  those young people to come and to testify.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I think that is

         22  an excellent suggestion.

         23                 I also --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: It is the

         25  teacher in me. The teacher in me comes out every
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          2  time, creativity.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: The Council and I

          4  had been considering that after we completed our

          5  cycle with the Staten Island Youth Speakout, that we

          6  would invite some of the young people who had

          7  participated in the Speakouts around the five

          8  boroughs to convene here at City Hall, so perhaps we

          9  could use that as the nucleus of the group and ask

         10  every Council Member to supplement that as well. I

         11  think that is an excellent suggestion. An excellent

         12  suggestion.

         13                 Okay, thank you very much. Thank you

         14  for coming. And have a nice weekend everybody.

         15                 Was there something you wanted to

         16  add?

         17                 MS. LaSALA: Yes. I wanted to also say

         18  that there has been Speakouts and neither one of us,

         19  from my knowledge, has ever heard of any Speakout.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Well, I can tell

         21  you that we wrote to every school in the Borough

         22  where the Speakout was being held, that every

         23  Council Member, that every youth organization that

         24  receives funding from the City were notified, and we

         25  also ran ads in local newspapers.
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          2                 And I think it just goes to show you

          3  how difficult it is when you have 8 million people

          4  in New York, but I can tell you that the

          5  organization with which you are associated, not only

          6  was advised of this, but sent representatives to it.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: What that said

          8  then is that now the two of you have to go back and

          9  give hell to the people that you work with to tell

         10  them that they didn't tell you about this Speakout.

         11  They also bear the responsibility to notify you when

         12  they are notified about it? Do you understand?

         13                 In other words, the train, the subway

         14  goes two ways, back and forth, uptown and downtown.

         15  If we notify that organizations and your

         16  organization is part of this notification process,

         17  they should have told you at the time and you should

         18  tell them back. You should tell them that you

         19  learned in here that they were notified about these

         20  Youth Speakouts and they did not discuss them in

         21  your agenda.

         22                 MS. CERVERA: I think that what might

         23  have happened is that last year I wasn't part of the

         24  Peer Leader Group and she is one of the new Peer

         25  Leaders, and when you are just an intern you are
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          2  focused on other things, so sometimes there is that

          3  gap of information.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: But it is

          5  better to find out. You should go back and you

          6  should talk to the people who run the groups for you

          7  and ask them if they have received this information

          8  and if they disseminated that information to you.

          9  Because if you do that, what that means is that the

         10  next time that we send a notification, guess what?

         11  They are going to give it to you because now you

         12  know that these notifications are coming down to

         13  your organization.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: We also, by the

         15  way, had to arrange for all of the Speakouts, to be

         16  videotaped by Crosswalks and by CUNY television, and

         17  I know that the actual hearings, the young people

         18  speaking out on these issues were in every case

         19  rebroadcast several times, and we used that as

         20  another way to raise people's consciousness.

         21                 But I will tell you something, and

         22  here is where I share your frustration, and I hope

         23  that you will share mine. Despite the fact that we

         24  had 1,000 young people participating in these

         25  discussions, despite the fact that we had some very
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          2  powerful testimony from young people at every single

          3  one of them, despite the fact that this was a chance

          4  also for young people to showcase not only their

          5  problems but some of their success stories, not a

          6  single story appeared in any one of the daily, major

          7  daily newspapers, not a single story appeared on any

          8  one of the commercial television stations in New

          9  York City. And so here was an opportunity for all of

         10  the negative publicity that young people get on a

         11  daily basis in the media, here was the opportunity

         12  to show young people assuming leadership and

         13  standing up and talking about what was important to

         14  them and doing it in a very powerful way, and

         15  unfortunately it was almost impossible to get those

         16  voices heard.

         17                 So, believe me, there is nothing we

         18  would like better than to gather this information,

         19  and there is nothing we would like better than to

         20  share it more broadly.

         21                 Thank you very much for coming. We

         22  are adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 2:05 p.m.)

         24

         25
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