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OVERSIGHT: Status and Progress of Accelerated Study in Associate Programs 

On Thursday, December 12, 2007, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Charles Barron, will conduct an oversight hearing on the “Status and Progress of Accelerated Study in Associate Programs.” The hearing will focus on the implementation of the Accelerated Study in Associate Programs and its impact on students.  The Committee has invited members of the Administration of the City University of New York (CUNY), representatives from CUNY schools, and other interested parties to testify.

BACKGROUND


Access to higher education is crucial to upward mobility in the United States.  Community colleges provide access to all who seek postsecondary education. Students have the opportunity to learn at any point in their lives while taking advantage of low tuition, convenient campus locations, open admissions, and a variety of courses.
 Community colleges are comprehensive in that they provide academic instruction, which serves as a gateway to bachelor degrees, as well as vocational preparation and workforce development through adult training programs.
   

The impact community colleges have on postsecondary education is significant. Community colleges enroll over 10 million students annually nationwide and such students represent almost half of credit earning undergraduates.
  Additionally, community college students are more likely to come from lower-income households, to be first-generation college students, to attend part-time or part year, to have dependent children, to be older, to have lower academic skills, and to enroll in developmental or remedial education.
 The potential economic benefit to individuals who attain an associate’s degree is also quite significant. Individuals who complete an associate’s degree earn 20%-30% more than individuals with only a high school diploma.

Although there are great benefits to a community college education, challenges to attaining such an education still exist. Seventeen percent of starting community college students complete fewer than ten credits within eight years of high school graduation.
 Another 33% complete ten credits or more but never earn a certificate or degree or transfer to a four-year college.
 Within those eight years, 18% of those who started college in a community college earn a bachelor’s degree, 15% earn an associate’s degree, and 6% attain a certificate; and an additional 11% transfer to a four-year college but do not earn a degree.

City University of New York

CUNY is the largest urban university in the nation and serves more than 226,000 degree-credit students and 230,000 adult, continuing and professional education students.
 The number of graduates discharged by CUNY into the labor market is quite significant- at least one-third of college educated New Yorkers are CUNY graduates.
 CUNY’s student body reflects the diversity of New York City. The makeup of the undergraduate student body is 30% African American, 28% White, 27% Hispanic, and 16% Asian.
 Less than 1% is American Indian.
 Forty-five percent of CUNY undergraduates work more than 20 hours a week and 62% attend college full-time, while almost 25% support children.
 Sixty-one percent of undergraduate students are female and more than a third (31%) are 25 or older.

There are six community colleges within the CUNY system: Borough of Manhattan, Bronx, Hostos, Kingsborough, LaGuardia, and Queensborough. In 2006, there were 73,893 students who enrolled in degree granting programs at CUNY.
 It has been reported that only 21 percent of students who enroll in a community college in New York City end up receiving associate’s degrees.

Accelerated Study in Associate Programs


In April 2007, Mayor Bloomberg announced a new initiative, referred to as the Accelerated Study in Associate Programs (ASAP), which resulted from the recommendations made by the Commission for Economic Opportunity.
 ASAP will admit 1,000 low-income students interested in fields that will respond to local workforce needs. Students will work in groups that study and take classes together, be provided tutors and mentors, and a job developer to help them find employment.
  The goal of the program is for 50 percent of the participants to graduate and find employment within three years of beginning college and for 75 percent to have the same outcome within four years.


ASAP students will be able to complete their associate’s degrees cost free. Students eligible for federal and/or state financial aid will receive additional ASAP funding to pay the balance of tuition and school fees.
  All ASAP students will be provided with their textbooks as well.
 In addition, students currently receiving public assistance may be eligible for additional benefits, such as using classes and ASAP activities toward weekly work activity requirements, and receiving training-related expenses (TREs), such as child care and travel fare, to defray the costs of school attendance.
  


Students participating in ASAP can take courses at any of the six community colleges in academic programs such as accounting, business management, community health education, liberal arts, tourism and hospitality, and various others.
 Students will study in small, connected groups of no more than 25 students that share the same academic program.
 Students will also have the opportunity to attend summer programs and classes each semester with the same group. 
 Each college will provide a range of scheduling options designed to meet the scheduling needs of students by providing classes in morning, afternoon, evening, or weekend blocks of time.
  Students will also receive mentoring and guidance with their academic careers. Throughout the academic year, skilled tutors will be available to assist students outside the classroom in any subject. In addition, an experienced, full-time advisor will follow students’ progress, guide students regarding decisions about their future, connect students to services that will give them an edge in their chosen field, and help students transfer smoothly to the baccalaureate programs if they seek to further their education
.   

In order to be eligible for ASAP, students must be able to commit to a full-time schedule of college courses, participate in a comprehensive summer program, and be New York City resident.
  Applicants must also demonstrate that they have lived in one of the five New York City boroughs for a period of six consecutive months prior to the first day of classes.  Additionally, students must also meet CUNY admission standards for competence in Reading, Writing and Mathematics.
 

Conclusion


Generally, the higher the level of educational attainment, the more a person will earn over his or her lifetime.  Community colleges can serve an important role in helping individuals attain careers and jobs that will allow them to better support themselves and their families. Additionally, since an educated workforce is central to the development and sustainability of communities, community colleges can also serve to help communities thrive by providing more educated residents and workers.
  At today’s hearing, the Committee will examine ASAP and how it is being implemented at CUNY, and will explore the potential impact of this program on current students and future graduates. 
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