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PROPOSED INT. NO. 986-A:
By Council Members Koo, Holden, Yeger, Kallos and Rosenthal
TITLE: 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the format of data in agency reports

CHARTER:   
Amends section 1134

INTRODUCTION
On Monday, December 10, 2018, the Committee on Technology, chaired by Council Member Peter Koo, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 986-A. More information on Proposed Int. No. 986-A can be accessed online at Int 0986-2018 
BACKGROUND 
The New York City Council reviews and analyzes a significant number of reports from other agencies on a daily basis.
 Only some of the reports are available in a machine-readable format. Often, the reports are submitted in unstructured formats, such as PDFs or scanned documents, pictures or graphics. Such formats are digitally accessible and useful for displaying or printing information, but cannot be further processed by automated systems without hard manual labor. 

For this reason, uniformity and standardization in data formats and processing are needed. Submitting reports in machine-readable format would allow the Council to automatically process the data from the reports for further analysis. 

Proposed Int. No. 986-A 

Proposed Int. No. 986-A would amend section 1134 of the New York City Charter, in relation to the format of data in agency reports. The proposed bill would require an agency that is obligated to transmit to the City Council copies of final audits, reports, evaluations, or studies that contains data in a list, table, graph, and chart, to submit such data in a non-proprietary format that permits automated processing.  

The bill would take effect immediately.

Proposed Int. No. 986-A

By Council Members Koo, Holden, Yeger, Kallos and Rosenthal
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the format of data in agency reports

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 1134 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

§  1134. The head of each agency shall promptly transmit to the council copies of all final reports or studies which the charter or other law requires the agency or any official thereof to prepare. After July 1, 2019, for every such report or study that contains data in a list, table, graph, chart or other non-narrative form, the head of each agency shall also transmit such data to the council in a non-proprietary format that permits automated processing. The head of each agency shall also promptly transmit to the council copies of all final audits, audit reports and evaluations of such agency prepared by state or federal officials or by private parties. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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� The New York City Council receives over 200 reports annually. 
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