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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

          3  clerk please read the call for today's Charter

          4  meeting.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: December 16th,

          6  2003, the Honorable Victor Robles, City Clerk, Clerk

          7  of the Council.

          8                 Dear City Clerk Robles:

          9                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

         10  York City Charter, the first meeting of 2004 of the

         11  Council of the City of New York is scheduled for

         12  Wednesday, January 7, 2004 at 12:00 noon, in the

         13  Council Chambers, second floor, City Hall, New York,

         14  New York.

         15                 Sincerely, Gifford Miller, Speaker.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I order the

         17  call to be Received, Ordered, Printed and Filed.

         18                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

         19  York City Charter, I hereby call this meeting to

         20  order and direct the City Clerk and the Clerk of the

         21  Council to read the communication from the Board of

         22  Elections stating the list of elected City Council

         23  Members.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: M 2. Board of

         25  Elections-List of Elected City Officials. December
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          2  2nd, 2003.

          3                 The Honorable A. Gifford Miller,

          4  Speaker, New York City Council, City Hall, New York,

          5  New York.

          6                 Dear Speaker Miller:

          7                 The Commissioners of Elections at

          8  their meeting held today certified the November 4,

          9  2003 General Election for Members of the City

         10  Council.

         11                 The following have been elected:

         12                 1st District, Alan J. Gerson.

         13                 2nd. Margarita Lopez.

         14                 3rd. Christine C. Quinn.

         15                 4th. Eva S. Moskowitz.

         16                 5th. A. Gifford Miller.

         17                 6th. Gale A. Brewer.

         18                 7th. Robert Jackson.

         19                 8th. Philip Reed.

         20                 9th. Bill Perkins.

         21                 10th. Miguel Martinez.

         22                 11th. G. Oliver Koppell.

         23                 12th. Larry B. Seabrook.

         24                 13th. Madeline Provenzano.

         25                 14th. Maria Baez.
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          2                 15th. Joel Rivera.

          3                 16th. Helen D. Foster.

          4                 17th. Jose Serrano.

          5                 18th. Annabel Palma.

          6                 19th. Tony Avella.

          7                 20th. John C. Liu.

          8                 21st. Hiram Monserrate.

          9                 22nd. Peter F. Vallone, Jr.

         10                 23rd. David I. Weprin.

         11                 24th. James F. Gennaro.

         12                 25th. Helen Sears.

         13                 26th. Eric Gioia.

         14                 27th. Leroy G. Comrie, Jr.

         15                 28th. Allan W. Jennings, Jr.

         16                 29th. Melinda R. Katz.

         17                 30th. Dennis P. Gallagher.

         18                 31st. James Sanders, Jr.

         19                 32nd. Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.

         20                 33rd. David Yassky.

         21                 34th. Diana Reyna.

         22                 35th. Letitia James.

         23                 36th. Albert Vann.

         24                 37th. Erik Martin Dilan.

         25                 38th. Sara M. Gonzalez.
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          2                 39th. Bill DeBlasio.

          3                 40th. Yvette D. Clarke.

          4                 41st. Tracy L. Boyland.

          5                 42nd. Charles Barron.

          6                 43rd. Vincent J. Gentile.

          7                 44th. Simcha Felder.

          8                 45th. Kendall Stewart.

          9                 46th. Lewis A. Fidler.

         10                 47th. Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.

         11                 48th. Michael C. Nelson.

         12                 49th. Michael E. McMahon.

         13                 50th. James S. Oddo.

         14                 51st. Andrew J. Lanza.

         15                 Very truly yours, John Ravitch,

         16  Executive Director; George Gonzalez, Deputy

         17  Executive Director.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I order this

         19  communication to be Received, Ordered, Printed and

         20  Filed.

         21                 Will the City Clerk and the Clerk of

         22  the Council perform the formal ceremony of the duly

         23  elected Council Members taking their oath of office.

         24                 Please rise.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Please rise. Raise
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          2  your right hand, and repeat after me.

          3                 We do solemnly swear or affirm...

          4                 THE QUORUM: We solemnly swear or

          5  affirm...

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We will support

          7  the Constitution of the United States of America...

          8                 THE QUORUM: We will support the

          9  Constitution of the United States of America...

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the

         11  Constitution of the State of New York...

         12                 THE QUORUM: And the Constitution of

         13  the State of New York...

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And the Charter of

         15  the City of New York...

         16                 THE QUORUM: And the Charter of the

         17  City of New York...

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: And that we will

         19  faithfully discharge the duties of...

         20                 THE QUORUM: And that we will

         21  faithfully discharge the duties of...

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Members of the New

         23  York City Council...

         24                 THE QUORUM: Members of the New York

         25  City Council...
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In the City of New

          3  York...

          4                 THE QUORUM: In the City of New

          5  York...

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: According to the

          7  best of my ability...

          8                 THE QUORUM: According to the best of

          9  my ability...

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So help me God.

         11                 THE QUORUM: So help me God.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Congratulations.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         14  clerk call the roll for the purpose of ascertaining

         15  the presence of a quorum.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         23  quorum. Please rise for today's Invocation given by

         24  Reverend David Byron Cousin, Sr., Bridge Street AME

         25  Church.
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          2                 REVEREND BYRON COUSIN: Let us pray.

          3                 Internal God, we have come to this

          4  place from widespread places throughout this City;

          5                 As spokes of a wheel, we have lodged

          6  ourselves in the hub of our purpose, and the many,

          7  now one, we left one voice to acknowledge your

          8  Lordship and put our trust in your care.

          9                 We pray for this Council and for the

         10  Speaker of the Council, Gifford Miller, and grant

         11  that in strength this great Council may be humble,

         12  and in weakness unafraid; that in vision it may be

         13  pure, and in confusion, patient;

         14                 May this Council be diligent in

         15  danger and steadfast in truth.

         16                 We pray for our Speaker Gifford

         17  Miller and for those who sit at the desk of

         18  decision. So fill this Council with knowledge that

         19  they may become translators of peace, and drum

         20  majors for justice.

         21                 Grant this Council to rest in the

         22  arms of your love and in your spirit of renewal and

         23  hope; and grant them wider horizons and brighter

         24  commitment and sufficient faith for the many days

         25  that lie ahead in this new year.
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          2                 Help this Council and the Speaker to

          3  have courage, build faith and to live in hope. Amen.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          5                 Council Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 First of all, let me say that I am

          9  particularly honored that Reverend Cousin has graced

         10  us with the invocation. He is obviously a very, very

         11  distinguished minister from Bed Stuy, from Brooklyn,

         12  where we have many, many outstanding ministers, and

         13  thank you very much, Reverend Cousins, for being

         14  with us this afternoon. And as such, I move to

         15  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there are

         17  no objections, it is so ordered.

         18                 Council Member Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         20  much, Madam Chair.

         21                 I'd like to take this opportunity to

         22  state that we've had a phenomenal past couple of

         23  years here under the leadership of our current

         24  Speaker Gifford Miller.

         25                 We've been able to pass very
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          2  progressive pieces of legislation that have been

          3  able to solidify our City, protect our kids, and

          4  really ensure that homeowners will now be

          5  disenfranchised.

          6                 We've really been able to accomplish

          7  so much in so little time. And while people have

          8  questions, the elections of so many of us Council

          9  members as being novices, I'm proud of this body,

         10  and I'm proud of the fact that we have had such a

         11  strong leadership within our Speaker.

         12                 That's why it's an honor for me to

         13  stand here and nominate him to become our Speaker

         14  again, so he can continue to move us forward into

         15  the next two years and ensure that we can tackle the

         16  very hard issues that we have at hand.

         17                 We still have a budget deficit, we

         18  still have a lot of things we need to accomplish

         19  within the City of New York, and I believe with the

         20  leadership of Gifford Miller, we can continue to

         21  tackle these hard and difficult tasks at hand, and

         22  that's why I am proud to be able to nominate Gifford

         23  Miller to be Speaker of the New York City Council.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          4  very much, Madam Chair.

          5                 You know, last week the Speaker

          6  literally got on his knees and begged me to second

          7  his nomination, and I told him, give me a week, and

          8  give me an opportunity to consult with my wife. It

          9  took me about a nano-second to accept this great

         10  honor.

         11                 Several years ago when he was running

         12  for Speaker, I shared with him publicly and

         13  privately that I would join him in leadership in

         14  making this one of the most productive, prolific,

         15  energetic Councils in the history of the City, and

         16  the six years that I've been here under his

         17  leadership, in these last two years he has proven

         18  that to be the case.

         19                 We have gone from historic

         20  legislation related to living wages, to historic

         21  legislation related to childhood lead protection.

         22                 We've even had, Council Member

         23  Barron, a historic first hearing on reparations. So,

         24  I'm confident that under this leadership we will

         25  continue to be as productive, we will continue to be
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          2  as responsive to the needs of the people of the City

          3  of New York, and so it's with great honor that I

          4  take this opportunity to second the nomination of

          5  Gifford Miller for Speaker.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Are there any other nominations?

          9                 Hearing none, I now close the

         10  nominations.

         11                 All in favor of Gifford Miller say

         12  aye.

         13                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Any opposed?

         15                 The ayes have it.

         16                 The Council Member duly elected as

         17  the Speaker of the Council of the City of New York

         18  for the term commencing January 1, 2004 and

         19  terminating December 31, 2005 is Council Member

         20  Gifford Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, my friends

         22  and my colleagues. I want to thank all of you for

         23  your support. I want to dispel a rumor: It's not in

         24  fact accurate that the reason Bill Perkins has a cut

         25  on his neck was that I wanted him to second my
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          2  nomination.

          3                 But it is an honor to serve alongside

          4  all of you here in the Council, to serve alongside

          5  so many outstanding leaders, leaders who have

          6  produced meaningful results for the people of the

          7  City of New York, and it is an honor to serve with

          8  you in this distinguished body.

          9                 On behalf of all New Yorkers, I want

         10  to thank the Council for your commitment, your

         11  dedication, and most importantly, your hard-won

         12  accomplishments of these past two years. Those

         13  accomplishments are a result of your energy, your

         14  passion for representing the people of New York and

         15  for much hard work. But they're also clear

         16  statements of something even more important - the

         17  values that this Council brings to bear on public

         18  policy.

         19                 Working alongside all of you, putting

         20  our values into action, has fortified my faith in

         21  government, because this Council has made good on

         22  its commitment to truly understand the needs of New

         23  Yorkers to fight for what's right and to stand up

         24  for the people against misguided or ill-considered

         25  actions.
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          2                 In this Council, we conduct the

          3  business of the City person-to-person, face-to-face,

          4  and we confront the problems of this City head-on.

          5  I'm proud of that, as I think we all should be. I'm

          6  proud that we tackled the tough issues in a balanced

          7  manner, that we kept our perspective in difficult

          8  times, and we've applied our values consistently.

          9                 This Council began its work under

         10  difficult circumstances and with a challenging

         11  mandate. We had to address the worst fiscal crisis

         12  in our City's history, and we had to do it at a time

         13  of tremendous uncertainty about our future. But we

         14  held fast to our values, and we applied a consistent

         15  approach, and I am proud to say that our approach

         16  prevailed.

         17                 Because we knew the importance of

         18  fiscal responsibility, we didn't buck the harsh

         19  reality of the City's budget crisis. We didn't opt

         20  to delay the day of reckoning. Instead, we faced it

         21  squarely, and decided the responsible course was to

         22  begin by cutting as much from the budget as we

         23  possibly could. And, in fact, we cut two and a half

         24  billion dollars out of the budget in Fiscal 2003,

         25  and three and a half billion dollars out of the
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          2  budget in Fiscal 2004, and I'm proud to say that our

          3  approach prevailed, because we knew it would be

          4  wrong to turn our back on the most vulnerable in our

          5  City. We work to make the right cuts in the right

          6  way. We knew from experience, from talking and

          7  listening to the people we represent, how important

          8  a hot meal is to a senior at a senior center, how

          9  crucial preventative services are for stopping the

         10  spread of HIV and AIDS among women and people of

         11  color, how critical a Vallone Scholarship is to that

         12  young person who is the first in her family to

         13  attend college, how affordable day care enables

         14  working parents to provide for their family and a

         15  better future for their children.

         16                 Because we understood that, we stood

         17  up time and time again to protect the most

         18  vulnerable, and I'm proud to say that our approach

         19  prevailed.

         20                 Because we understood that the middle

         21  class taxpayers are the backbone of our City, we

         22  didn't capitulate to demands for a property tax

         23  increase that was simply too big to swallow.

         24  Instead, we scaled back the proposed increase, and

         25  we reduced the sales tax increase requested by the
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          2  Mayor, and I'm proud to say that our approach

          3  prevailed.

          4                 Because we know how important quality

          5  of life is to every New Yorker, we protected the

          6  gains we've made in our City's quality of life. We

          7  managed to cut billions from the budget and still

          8  keep cops on the beat and get the trash picked up,

          9  and get the potholes filled and the graffiti

         10  cleaned, and I'm proud to say that our approach

         11  prevailed.

         12                 We did the people's business, and I

         13  think we did it well. From the diversity of our own

         14  lives and the lives of those who we represent, we

         15  draw strength and we build unity.

         16                 Someone once said that Robinson

         17  Crusoe, the self-sufficient man, could not have

         18  lived in New York City. We depend upon one another.

         19  We're connected to each other as neighbors and New

         20  Yorkers, and we operate that way here in the City

         21  Council. We come from different corners of the City,

         22  but we share strong values, we believe in the

         23  history of New York and in its future, and we know

         24  that that future depends upon our ability to provide

         25  opportunity and hope to nurture the dreams of a
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          2  better life for each new generation of New Yorkers.

          3                 At its very best, that's what our

          4  City has stood for over the last four centuries. And

          5  the City Council of New York is determined not only

          6  to honor that legacy, but to build on it.

          7                 We understand that every time

          8  opportunity is denied anywhere in the five boroughs,

          9  our City is diminished.

         10                 There were many times when this body

         11  needed to react, and did, but you are also a

         12  proactive Council, committed to progressive values,

         13  determined to advance a progressive agenda. You know

         14  there is no opportunity today without education, so

         15  we have always put schools and our students first.

         16                 We enacted school construction

         17  accountability, requiring the Department of

         18  Education to submit timely accounts of construction

         19  costs and time lines on all capital projects. The

         20  days of $2 billion accounting gaps and haphazard

         21  management at the Board of Ed and endless excuses

         22  are over.

         23                 This past October the Council

         24  released a report detailing the decayed physical

         25  state of many of our schools. Together we put
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          2  forward a plan calling for $12.9 billion in capital

          3  funding, to repair dilapidated schools and rescue

          4  the students who attend them. We need to face the

          5  crisis in our schools directly and stop passing the

          6  buck.

          7                 These schools are our present and our

          8  future. We can invest in them now or pay much more

          9  later. We're pleased that the Mayor responded. By

         10  raising his capital budget from $4.5 billion to $13

         11  billion, that's a big step in the right direction.

         12  We have a lot of work to do to make that plan a

         13  reality, but we're moving in the right direction.

         14                 We pressed hard to put an end to

         15  school violence. No child can learn, no teacher can

         16  teach under a constant threat of violence. Parents

         17  need to know that their children are safe in public

         18  schools. We want more safety officers in our school,

         19  we want more tools to keep our kids safe, and we're

         20  glad to see that the Mayor is beginning to make this

         21  critical issue a priority.

         22                 Education is indeed the cornerstone

         23  of our future. It's a building block for countless

         24  New Yorkers, whose dreams of a better life they hope

         25  will come true for their children. This Council will
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          2  not betray those dreams.

          3                 That's why we fought at every step to

          4  restore proposed cuts to the Education budget, and

          5  will continue to fight for education in the months

          6  and years ahead. Education is vital. But as we work

          7  to build opportunity, we must be mindful of the fact

          8  that our City hasn't always extended the chance for

          9  a better life to every citizen.

         10                 That's why this Council must fight,

         11  not only for quality education in every school, but

         12  for opportunity and fairness in every neighborhood

         13  for every New Yorker.

         14                 That's why we passed pioneering

         15  legislation to provide real opportunity to New

         16  Yorkers moving from welfare to work, because we know

         17  our people, for them to get good jobs, need proper

         18  training.

         19                 That's why we ensured that workers

         20  covered by City contracts and subcontracts receive a

         21  living wage, because they need a living wage to

         22  provide for their families, and nearly 50,000 New

         23  Yorkers have benefitted from this law.

         24                 That's why we protected and

         25  strengthened rent regulations, in order to maintain
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          2  affordable housing for low-income and middle-income

          3  New Yorkers, because too many New Yorkers spent too

          4  much of their hard-earned dollars on rent.

          5                 That's why we passed tax incentives

          6  to encourage the development of more affordable

          7  housing, and improvements to existing housing stock,

          8  and that's why just last month we broke years of

          9  stalemate and division and passed landmark

         10  legislation to protect children from the devastating

         11  effects of lead paint throughout the City, because

         12  we cannot be complacent when thousands of children

         13  are being poisoned by lead every year, and we are

         14  determined to override the Mayor's veto and put that

         15  legislation into law.

         16                 We fought some big fights to preserve

         17  fairness and opportunity, but we never lost sight of

         18  the day-to-day quality of life issues that are so

         19  important to every New Yorker.

         20                 You all know this is a tough town,

         21  but every New Yorker deserves safe streets, a decent

         22  home, a well-maintained neighborhood, every New

         23  Yorker deserves a good quality of life.

         24                 That's why we passed adopt-a-park

         25  legislation to help neighborhood parks across this
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          2  City, because not just Central Park, but all parks

          3  should benefit from the support of concerned

          4  citizens.

          5                 If people want to beautify our City,

          6  we shouldn't put bureaucratic hurdles in their way.

          7  That's why we fought to keep New York the cultural

          8  capital of the world, allocating more than $139

          9  million for capital improvements, at three dozen

         10  cultural institutions throughout the City. Because

         11  we understood that culture is part of the lifeblood

         12  of New York.

         13                 That's why we toughened punishment

         14  for those who would pollute our rivers and our water

         15  supply, and passed tough laws to reduce particulate

         16  matter and make our air cleaner.

         17                 That's we cracked down on graffiti,

         18  increasing penalties for the defacement of property,

         19  and held vendors accountable for selling graffiti

         20  tools to minors.

         21                 Because we know we cannot have a

         22  thriving City without an energetic economy and

         23  vibrant small businesses, we also made it easier to

         24  do business in New York City. We passed major

         25  procurement practice reform to streamline contracts
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          2  for goods and services, which will help our

          3  home-grown businesses, and make City government more

          4  efficient, more responsive, and more cost effective.

          5                 We expanded Business Improvement

          6  Districts to energize small businesses in Brighton

          7  Beach, MetroTech and Flushing. It was the right

          8  thing to do, and we need to do it in other business

          9  districts around this City.

         10                 We cut the Mayor's sales tax request

         11  in half, and ended it a year ahead of his schedule,

         12  saving money for consumers and bringing shoppers

         13  into New York to patronize City stores.

         14                 Because democracy and human rights

         15  are the birth right of every New Yorker, we

         16  protected the civil rights and political rights of

         17  New Yorkers. We passed three separate laws, two of

         18  them over the Mayor's veto, to make emergency

         19  contraception more widely available to poor women

         20  and victims of rape, because the right to choose is

         21  something we must fight for, even here in New York,

         22  and never take for granted.

         23                 We expanded the terms of our Domestic

         24  Partnership Law, with the first recognition act in

         25  the country, and we passed landmark legislation to
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          2  protect the civil rights of transgendered New

          3  Yorkers.

          4                 We fought the so-called nonpartisan

          5  election plan for our City, and we secured real

          6  electoral competition and a voice for all New

          7  Yorkers.

          8                 We've had a productive two years. But

          9  our work is far from finished, and much remains to

         10  be done. No one in this room is satisfied with the

         11  state of our schools, and we won't be until every

         12  New York City school provides every student with a

         13  clean, safe, well-lit classroom, science lab and gym

         14  and the best public education in the land.

         15                 We are one of the safest big cities

         16  in America, but for victims of crime in our City,

         17  the crime rate is still painfully high. We've begun

         18  to jumpstart economic development in all five

         19  boroughs but we have far to go to revitalize

         20  business districts that are the key to prosperity

         21  across the neighborhoods of New York. And we are

         22  still building our movement for a fair share for all

         23  New Yorkers.

         24                 But our City continues to send

         25  billions more to Washington and Albany than we get
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          2  back. It's not right, and we're going to continue to

          3  raise our voices and to raise the pressure for

          4  justice.

          5                 We are shortchanged on terrorism

          6  funding; we are shortchanged on healthcare funding;

          7  we are shortchanged on education funding; we are

          8  shortchanged on transportation funding. Formula

          9  after formula robs our City at a time that we can

         10  least afford it.

         11                 When Republicans come to New York

         12  this summer, we will welcome them, but we will also

         13  make clear that this City is not just a photo-op. We

         14  are going to call for justice.  The children and

         15  families of New York deserve better. We demand

         16  better, and we will not rest until New York gets its

         17  fair share.

         18                 You know, it wasn't that long ago

         19  that some predicted that a fiscal crisis even more

         20  serious than that of the seventies would rock New

         21  York City like a tidal wave, and leave a broken city

         22  in its wake. And we have faced difficult days. The

         23  economic environment has been tough. The City's

         24  fiscal condition has been strained, and September

         25  11th remains an open wound that only time and the
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          2  warm embrace of our families and fellow New Yorkers

          3  can truly heal. But across unsteady seas, I believe

          4  this Council has navigated with skill, with wisdom,

          5  and with a deep and abiding understanding of what

          6  our City and its people are truly all about.

          7                 Above all, you have been faithful to

          8  this City's legacy of opportunity, and you have

          9  indeed built upon that legacy. We have used our

         10  values to guide our actions.

         11                 As we begin a new term, our City's

         12  future is rich with promise. We have laid a

         13  foundation for growth. We have defended the

         14  vulnerable, stood up to the powerful and fought to

         15  secure and strengthen New York's claim as the

         16  greatest city of the world.

         17                 I am proud to be a member of this

         18  Council, proud to work alongside of all of you here,

         19  and proud of what we have accomplished individually

         20  and together, and I am, as ever, proud and deeply

         21  grateful that I, like you, have the privilege and

         22  the honor to be called a New Yorker.

         23                 Thank you, all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         25  clerk read the designation letter of Minority
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          2  Leader.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: M 4. Designation

          4  of Minority Leader.

          5                 We the undersigned, duly elected

          6  Dennis Gallagher, Andrew Lanza, James Oddo, Minority

          7  Members of the Council of the City of New York,

          8  pursuant to rule 4.10 of the Rules of the City

          9  Council of New York to hereby designate and appoint

         10  as Minority Leader of the Council, Council Member

         11  James Oddo, Borough of Staten Island, for a term

         12  commencing on January 1, 2004 and terminating

         13  December 31, 2005.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This

         15  communication is to be Received, Ordered, Printed

         16  and Filed.

         17                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 5.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         20  Elections.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 6.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         23  Buildings.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 7.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Health.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'd like to make a

          4  motion that pursuant to Section 46 of the New York

          5  City Charter, the 2002-2003 Rules of the Council as

          6  amended, be continued and in effect until new rules

          7  shall be adopted or said rules shall be otherwise

          8  amended or modified."

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I second the

         12  motion.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         14  clerk call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And I'd

          3  like to vote yes on previous items. Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This item on

         24  the rules was adopted by a vote of 50 in the

         25  affirmative, and zero in the negative.
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          2                 Mr. Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd

          4  like to nominate the following Council Members and

          5  members of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and

          6  Elections to the City Council.

          7                 Leroy Comrie, Chair. Bill Perkins.

          8  Madeline Provenzano. Christine C. Quinn. Joel

          9  Rivera. Maria Baez. Yvette D. Clarke. Lewis A.

         10  Fidler. Melinda R. Katz. Diana Reyna. David I.

         11  Weprin. James S. Oddo. And Gifford Miller.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I proudly

         15  nominate my esteemed colleagues to the Rules

         16  Committee and I second the motion.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Will the

         18  clerk call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The item was
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          2  adopted by 50 in the affirmative and zero in the

          3  negative.

          4                 Before I call on you, Mr. Speaker,

          5  I'd like to acknowledge the presence of the senior

          6  citizens from Council Members Helen Foster and Jose

          7  Serrano's district in the Bronx. Give them a big

          8  hand.

          9                 Mr. Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: They're now my lucky

         11  seniors. They're going to come with me to all my

         12  elections from now on.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd

         15  like to give an opportunity for each of my

         16  colleagues to say a few words on the subject of the

         17  work of their committees and their efforts over the

         18  last few years.

         19                 We're going to try very hard out of

         20  respect for all of our colleagues to not abuse the

         21  time privilege in the way that I did, but to show

         22  leadership individually and limit their comments to

         23  two minutes.

         24                 So, I'd just like to begin with the

         25  Majority Leader Joel Rivera, who is also Chair of
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          2  the State and Federal Legislation Committee.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much, Madam Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 I'm the Chair of the State and

          7  Federal Legislation Committee as well as the Charter

          8  Revision Committee and we have had an interesting

          9  couple of years here in the City Council.

         10                 We have been delivered a crippling

         11  blow from the affects of 9/11 here in the City of

         12  New York, and we have had to rebuild our great City

         13  to where it is now and to where it's going to go.

         14                 Under the State and Federal

         15  Legislation Committee, I am proud of the fact that

         16  we have screamed and shouted and made our voices

         17  heard all across this State and all across this

         18  nation.

         19                 We did it by going up to Albany and

         20  we did it by going as far as Washington, D.C., to

         21  make sure that our fellow elected officials and

         22  Congress and Senate will be able to understand what

         23  the City of New York has had to undertaken, has had

         24  to deal with within the past couple of years within

         25  the rebuilding process.
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          2                 It's unfortunate that we still have

          3  not received our fair share. It's unfortunate that

          4  we are still being shortchanged by our

          5  Administration, and not given the proper resources

          6  to, one, initiate a program that will properly save

          7  and protect our citizens in the City of New York;

          8  and, two, ensure that we continue to have the best

          9  resources to rebuild our great city.

         10                 I can honestly say that we have done

         11  it single handedly and we have done it under the

         12  leadership of this Council and every single

         13  individual that's within this body.

         14                 We have been able to make our voices

         15  heard, we have been able to make our case and be

         16  heard all across this nation. I am proud of each and

         17  every single one of the members of the State and

         18  Federal Legislation Committee, and I am proud of

         19  each and every single one of the members within this

         20  body, and I am honored that we have two new

         21  outstanding members, Latitia James and Annabel

         22  Palma, within the New York City Council because with

         23  their leadership I'm sure that we will continue on

         24  the road to success and the road to rebuilding our

         25  great City, and you can rest assured in the State
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          2  and Federal Legislation Committee, we will continue

          3  to make our voices heard, in the Capitol and within

          4  our Capitol of the United States of America.

          5                 God bless you. Let's keep it strong.

          6  Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Next we'll hear from

          8  the Deputy Majority Leader and Chair of the

          9  Governmental Operations Committee, Bill Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Speaker.

         12                 I want to begin by thanking my fellow

         13  Council members for such a productive session in the

         14  Governmental Operations Committee. We were very busy

         15  and I believe the City of New York is greater for

         16  it.

         17                 To the credit of my Committee

         18  members, we've had several tremendous pieces of

         19  legislation and held oversight hearings on important

         20  bills and issues.

         21                 We passed Local Law 42, sponsored by

         22  Committee Member Reed, which eradicated gender-bias

         23  terminology from all City-generated documents and

         24  materials.

         25                 Local Law 12, sponsored by Committee
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          2  Member Moskowitz, streamlined the disclosure process

          3  and capped unnecessary public expenditures in our

          4  campaign finance law.

          5                 Local Law 38, the Living Wage Bill,

          6  was sponsored by me and the Speaker and passed

          7  jointly with the Contracts Committee under the

          8  leadership of Council Member Bob Jackson.

          9                 Local Law 45, sponsored by Committee

         10  Member Nelson, made the Veterans Advisory Board more

         11  inclusive of veteran representation.

         12                 Local Law 11 made City documents

         13  electronically acceptable to the public.

         14                 Local Law 22, the DORIS bill,

         15  preserves the custody and control of City documents.

         16                 Through the work of the Committee and

         17  Council Member Monserrate on Intro. 326, the access

         18  without fear bill. The Mayor issued Executive Order

         19  41 protecting the confidentiality of City residents

         20  seeking City services.

         21                 We also passed Reso. 909-A, calling

         22  upon the federal, state and local agencies to affirm

         23  and uphold our civil rights and civil liberties.

         24                 And I'd like to especially thank

         25  Committee Members Comrie and Provenzano for their
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          2  support on it.

          3                 We will introduce this measure and

          4  pass it out of the full Council early in this new

          5  session.

          6                 We also held hearings on important

          7  bills and issues, such as the police brutality that

          8  occurred at the February 15th, anti-war rally, and

          9  the protection of civil rights and civil liberties

         10  for protestors.

         11                 Numerous issues regarding voting and

         12  elections, like such as motor voter, voters with

         13  disabilities and the Help America Vote Act.

         14                 The Secession Bill, Intro. 386,

         15  sponsored by Committee Member Peter Vallone, Jr.

         16                 Intro. 274, regarding the siting of

         17  homeless shelters, sponsored by the late Council

         18  Member Davis and now carried by Committee Member

         19  Addabbo.

         20                 Intro. 488, the referenda finance

         21  reform --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- Bill,

         25  sponsored by Council Member Yassky and myself, and
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          2  we examined reparations and the debt that society

          3  owes the African-American citizens --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  member, I'll have to ask you to stop.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- Who laid

          7  the foundation of this great country.

          8                 We hope to revisit many of these

          9  issues --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And many

         13  more, such as Intro. 453, sponsored by Committee

         14  Member Quinn, which protects witnesses that appear

         15  before the City Council.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member, if you don't stop, you know what's going to

         18  happen.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         20  thank the Committee members --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Everybody

         22  else is going to do it too.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- And a

         24  special thanks to Matthew Tollin, Counsel to the

         25  Committee; Policy Analyst Jonathan Ettricks; and Lou

                                                            50

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  Pracard --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Perhaps you

          4  can thank the people after this, Council Member?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: -- From the

          6  press office.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, let's just give

         10  it to Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip, and Chair of

         11  Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker.

         14                 Over the past few years I've had the

         15  honor and privilege of serving as the Council's

         16  Chair of the Rules, Privileges and Elections

         17  Committee.

         18                 During this time I've had the

         19  pleasure of presiding over a Committee that has a

         20  different responsibility. We look to appoint

         21  dedicated men and women who have demonstrated their

         22  desire to go beyond their normal work day and make a

         23  commitment to serve this great City in different

         24  roles, most of which are not paid.

         25                 We've been able to have the Health
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          2  and Hospitals Commission, the Tax Commission, Soil

          3  and Water Commission, the New York City Planning

          4  Commission, to come before our body, as well as the

          5  Environmental Control Board, the Civilian Complaint

          6  Review Board, among a few of the boards, that we are

          7  looking to place people on.

          8                 I must say that no chair of any

          9  committee is more important than the Committee as a

         10  whole, and I especially want to thank the members of

         11  my Committee and all of my colleagues for their due

         12  diligence in reviewing all of the people that have

         13  come before our body that serve on various

         14  communities.

         15                 I also want to thank the staff of the

         16  Investigation and Legal Divisions for their

         17  consistent due diligence, which is given a new level

         18  of professionalism that has brought great credit to

         19  our Committee and this body.

         20                 As part of the Fresh Democracy

         21  Council, one of my original pleasures was to make

         22  this process an open one for my colleague, the

         23  public and good government groups.

         24                 It is my firm belief -- I don't have

         25  but two minutes, Charles -- it is my firm belief
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          2  that with the assistance of the staff and the

          3  Council, we have succeeded.

          4                 It is also imperative that the

          5  Council remain an equal partner in the collection

          6  process, as well as the appointment.

          7                 The often lively debate that

          8  accompanies these hearings was clear evidence that

          9  this philosophy was shared and embraced by all of my

         10  colleagues.

         11                 Yet, as successful as I feel we have

         12  been to this point, there is still much more that

         13  has to be done.

         14                 We must continue to ensure diversity

         15  among individuals appointed --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Could we make a general, and we all

         23  want to thank the staff, they've done a wonderful

         24  job, but it does eat up a lot of your time and maybe

         25  you could thank them individually afterwards. They'd
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          2  appreciate that, too.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Now we'd like to hear

          5  from the leader of the minority, our esteemed

          6  colleague, James Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Speaker.

          9                 Please allow me to begin by

         10  encouraging all of you to watch Fox' latest reality

         11  television show, "The Battle of the Beards," in

         12  which Bill Perkins and I will be in categories

         13  ranging from debating lead to an obstacle course.

         14  The winner gets to have lunch with either Charlie

         15  Reingall or Mike Bloomberg, your choice.

         16                 Please don't count that against my

         17  time, that was schict.

         18                 I want to begin by thanking my two

         19  republican colleagues, Dennis Gallagher and Andrew

         20  Lanza for the honor of electing me again to be

         21  Minority Leader. It's not easy being one of three

         22  and three of 51, and espousing a different view, a

         23  view that we believe is shared by tens of thousands

         24  of New Yorkers, but if I had to be one of three or

         25  three of 51, I couldn't think of no two better folks
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          2  than you two guys and I appreciate that.

          3                 I want to thank all my colleagues for

          4  the generosity and support in coming up to me and

          5  congratulating me. It remind me of the speech I gave

          6  at this very moment two years ago, and I directed it

          7  to most of my new colleagues, particularly those who

          8  were in the Assembly and the State Senate, and said

          9  that the City Council is a very different place and

         10  that if you extend a hand across the isle, you'll

         11  find that the republican members will work with you

         12  on many issues, and the fact that you all came up

         13  like that, I think is an indication that you believe

         14  that too.

         15                 I think many of you thought those

         16  were just words, and I think the first time you

         17  truly believed it was when new Chair of the Solid

         18  Waste Management Committee, Mike McMahon, had a

         19  hearing where DOS Commissioner came to testify,

         20  borough-based was some sort of a theory or goal, and

         21  I took him to task and I think some of you were

         22  astounded that a republican leader would criticize a

         23  republican Commissioner. For us it has and it will

         24  always be about the substance of the issues and I

         25  think that we've demonstrated our willingness to

                                                            55

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  work with you.

          3                 Let me just close with a few other

          4  things, if I may.

          5                 We are republicans for a reason, you

          6  folks are democrats for a reason. There are a

          7  certain set of ideals or beliefs that our parties

          8  espouse and we share them.

          9                 We will continue to try to discuss

         10  these issues on the merits and on the substance.

         11                 I think that the potential --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Can I just end

         15  with this --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, if I

         17  give it to you, I've got to give it to everybody.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: All right, I

         19  think the potential is this upcoming year for us to

         20  get incredibly partisan, let's keep it on the

         21  substance and let's keep it on the merits.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well said.
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          2                 At this point we'd like to go to the

          3  newest elected Council Member, Annabel Palma, who we

          4  always extend an opportunity. She got sworn in with

          5  everybody else, but we should not lose trace of the

          6  fact that she has joined us. Thank you for being

          7  here. Congratulations. And we would be honored if

          8  you would say a few words.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Speaker.

         11                 I just want to take this opportunity

         12  to thank everyone for giving me such a warm welcome.

         13  I am honored to be part of this progressive and

         14  energetic legislative body, and I will do my best to

         15  honor my oath. And I changed my mind, I'm going to

         16  stay sitting next to you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Now, look

         18  what a great new Council Member that is.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: 42nd.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: 42nd.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'd like to call on

         22  the Chair of the Finance Committee.

         23                 Council Member David Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Speaker. I'm going to take her time.
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          2                 Students of political science cite an

          3  axiom that states, "comes the next election, things

          4  will be different. Not necessarily better, just

          5  different."

          6                 Well, two years ago when 38 of us

          7  took office, new members of the New York City

          8  Council, we were the victors of that election. The

          9  City's Press Corps described this as a momentous

         10  occasion. Yet, at the same time they wondered out

         11  loud how would we neophytes ever succeed in

         12  providing leadership to a city that only four months

         13  prior had been doubly victimized by the September

         14  11th terror attacks, and the bursting of the Wall

         15  Street bubble.

         16                 So, we struggled to put together

         17  district offices, and built staffs, and familiarized

         18  ourselves with the process of government embedded in

         19  the City Council.

         20                 We were brought together in a unity

         21  of purpose by our dynamic, energetic, and our great

         22  Speaker Gifford Miller. Many of us were assigned to

         23  leadership positions in the Council with the

         24  distinct understanding that we would accept these

         25  responsibilities to address the immediate concerns
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          2  facing our City, and in doing so we would stabilize

          3  and enhance our City and its multiple services.

          4                 As Chairman of the Finance Committee,

          5  I joined in with the Speaker and my colleagues in

          6  seeking ways to secure our City's future. One of my

          7  first hearings as Finance Chair dealt with the

          8  fiscal needs of the City in the wake of the

          9  September 11th attack and pushing Washington for

         10  increased financial aid.

         11                 It was probably the first hearing in

         12  the Council's history where both of our United

         13  States Senators, and half of the New York

         14  Congressional Delegation were in active attendance.

         15                 In our first budget cycle we closed

         16  the budget gap of $5 billion, that did not cut money

         17  from our children's classrooms. Saved 30 senior

         18  centers from closing, and provided funding for day

         19  care slots.

         20                 In Fiscal Year '04, we closed an even

         21  larger budget gap of $6 billion.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: In doing so we

         25  restored money to keep our libraries open five and
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          2  six days a week, maintain child care, after school

          3  programs, et cetera.

          4                 I'm going to sum up.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: We held

          7  personal income taxes steady for all but the

          8  wealthiest New Yorkers giving our City the most

          9  progressive PIT structure it ever had.

         10                 We forced Albany to accept the

         11  smallest possible sales tax increase --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  member, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: -- And brought

         15  back the clothing and the footwear exemption this

         16  June.

         17                 I want to thank the Speaker and all

         18  of my colleagues for their tremendous support and

         19  guidance these past two years. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would suggest

         23  people taking their time thanking the staff and skip

         24  thanking me. Bless you all, though. I appreciate it.

         25  You thanked me earlier. But thank you.
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          2                 And I just wanted you to know,

          3  Council Member David Weprin was the prime sponsor of

          4  all the tax increase legislation, so we're talking

          5  about leadership, that's leadership, folks. You

          6  know, everybody goes to co-sponsor all the other

          7  pieces, David is all alone out there by himself, so

          8  the man deserves credit. Good for you, David.

          9  There's like 87 sponsors of every other bill in this

         10  Council. One, David, by himself.

         11                 Council Member Melinda Katz, the

         12  Chairman of the Land Use Committee.

         13                 Melinda.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: First I would

         15  like to thank you, Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues

         16  for allowing me to serve as the Chair of the Land

         17  Use Committee.

         18                 This February will mark my tenth year

         19  in public service, but the last two years has been

         20  the most fulfilling.

         21                 Over the last two years the Land Use

         22  Committee has acted on more than 500 applications.

         23  We approve them, taking into account all aspects of

         24  Land Use, including the idea that economic

         25  development is important to the revitalization of
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          2  the City, and that we need to create more affordable

          3  housing desperately needed and that we also need to

          4  make sure our communities we care about so

          5  desperately are protected and remain the great place

          6  that these people want to stay and commit to our

          7  City.

          8                 With these goals in mind we have

          9  approved rezonings in East Harlem, Park Slope, City

         10  Island, Forest Hills, and Holliswood, and recently

         11  numerous areas in Staten Island, which was truly

         12  far-reaching, and to be honest, one of the sweetest

         13  accomplishments of this Committee.

         14                 At the same time, we made affordable

         15  housing a priority by utilizing the Mayor's

         16  allocation of funds to make sure that the rezonings

         17  help to chip away at this vast problem.

         18                 The Committee affirmed the

         19  designation of two dozen new landmarks, including

         20  the Triangle Shirt Factory Building, the Time Life

         21  Building, Williamsburg Houses and many, many more.

         22                 The Committee has also acted on a

         23  number of franchise authorizing resolutions so vital

         24  to our City and its businesses. These include

         25  franchises for telecommunications, public payphones

                                                            62

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  and coordinated street furniture, which when that

          3  RFP is finally let, will bring in $20 million a year

          4  for the revenue for this City.

          5                 And most importantly, this Committee

          6  has always tried to do the right thing and work out

          7  compromises with our communities. This sometimes led

          8  to the approving, although not always popular

          9  municipal facilities, including sanitation garages

         10  and new office of OEM and schools and fire

         11  locations.

         12                 In closing, I'd like to take a moment

         13  to thank the Subcommittee Chairs, Tony Avella,

         14  Miguel Martinez, and Simcha Felder for all the hard

         15  work that they do.

         16                 I'd also like to thank Jay, Bonnie

         17  and Christen from my staff, and I know I can't name

         18  all of them so I would like the Land Use Division

         19  who keeps us all out of trouble to please stand so

         20  we can give them a much needed round of applause.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Stand up.

         24                 Madam Public Advocate, under two

         25  minutes, I thank you for your time.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Very good.

          3  And that's a very effective way of doing it, get

          4  everybody to stand. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Now, we have some

          6  actual seniority in this Council, and one of the

          7  senior members is Council Member Tracy Boyland, the

          8  Chair of the Women's Issues Committee.

          9                 Tracy.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'm not a

         11  senior citizen yet. Thank you very much, Charles.

         12                 Good afternoon. I'm proud of the

         13  contributions that the Women's Committee Issues has

         14  made to the Council of New York within the last two

         15  years.

         16                 Last year the Committee passed major

         17  legislation, regulating the practices of private

         18  child support collection agencies, Local Law 70 of

         19  2003 addressed an oversight of federal and local

         20  consumer protection legislation, that leaves single

         21  parents and children vulnerable to abusive debt

         22  collection process, such as the requirement of

         23  contracts that are impossible to get out of. These

         24  up to 50 percent of a child support order and

         25  harassing phone calls.
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          2                 Thank you, Council Member Gioia for

          3  joining us and doing that as well.

          4                 The Committee is also considering

          5  legislation that creates a Fatality Review Board for

          6  domestic violence victims.

          7                 This bill will create a panel of

          8  experts from fields such as law enforcement and the

          9  homeless system to review the role of the City in

         10  preventing domestic violence-related homicides.

         11                 Again, thank you, Council Member

         12  DeBlasio, and Yassky, for working with us on

         13  domestic violence victims.

         14                 Additionally, the Committee has

         15  numerous oversight hearings on the state of

         16  subsidized child care, the role of minority and

         17  women-owned businesses in the City contracting

         18  arena, the economic status of women immigrants and

         19  domestic violence, the functioning of the City's

         20  domestic violence hot line and an initiative of the

         21  Mayor's Office to combat domestic violence, the

         22  status of women of color, incarceration rates in the

         23  women of color, under age prostitution -- thank you,

         24  Council Member Vallone, for working with us on that

         25  -- and women in sports.
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          2                 The Women's Issues Committee has also

          3  helped sponsor forums on issuing range from the

          4  healthcare issue of sexual violence -- thank you,

          5  Council Member Quinn, for working with us -- and the

          6  impact of violence in New York City.

          7                 Again, I'd like to thank Council

          8  Member Reyna, Moskowitz, Gentile, Sanders, Council

          9  Member Barron and Stewart for making this year,

         10  past, present and future a great success.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         13  very much.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: The next Council

         15  Member for whom this is the last hoorah, is like me

         16  and Council Member Boyland and Phil, and Bill -- we

         17  already did you, Bill. Council Member Provenzano,

         18  who is chair of the Housing and Buildings Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you

         20  very much. I shall make it a very significant

         21  hoorah.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: There you go.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: It's been

         24  a privilege to serve as the Chairwoman of the City

         25  Council Housing and Buildings Committee for the last
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          2  two years. It's also been a very interesting

          3  learning experience in so many ways.

          4                 In the aftermath of September 11th, I

          5  believe that the Housing and Buildings Committee was

          6  called upon to play an even more intense role in the

          7  construction and building aspects of this City.

          8                 A hearing was held assessing the

          9  building code in light of 9/11, as well as on the

         10  environmental design of high performance buildings

         11  in Lower Manhattan, with a concentration on the

         12  rebuilding of 7 World Trade Center.

         13                 In addition, the Committee held a

         14  joint hearing with the Lower Manhattan Redevelopment

         15  Select Committee on the use of Liberty Bonds.

         16                 Also hearing testimony from the New

         17  York City HDC and the NYS Housing Finance Agency.

         18                 We also heard testimony from several

         19  City agencies, experts, regarding recommendations to

         20  make the high-rise buildings in New York City safer.

         21  Thus, began a dialogue on the future building plans

         22  in our City, particularly World Trade Center site

         23  and resulted in legislation which will be coming to

         24  the Council soon, the World Trade Center building.

         25                 Several key pieces of legislation
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          2  were passed by this Committee and I think probably

          3  the most significant was the first major revision of

          4  the Electrical Code in this City in about 60 years.

          5                 The new code took probably 11, 12

          6  years to develop, with the help of the Department of

          7  Buildings, and several panels that were convened by

          8  them.

          9                 The new code modernizes the City's

         10  antiquated and allows for new materials and

         11  technology to be used. We will now be updated every

         12  three years.

         13                 Following this design, I think a

         14  major accomplishment of the Committee is now its

         15  role in the formation of the new Housing and

         16  Buildings Code, the new New York City Building Code.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: My time is

         19  up? Sorry.

         20                 Thank you for allowing me to serve

         21  for two years. And thank my staff, you all know who

         22  you are.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         24  much. Before we move on to the next person, I want

         25  to inform everybody, I do have a gavel up here,
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          2  don't make me use it. We're going to abide by the

          3  two-minute rule. Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Order. Order.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Philip

          7  Reed, who is Chair of the Consumer Affairs

          8  Committee.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Speaker.

         11                 Joel, I'm scared of you.

         12                 The Consumer Affairs Committee has

         13  taken on the task of not only looking at quality of

         14  life issues for people but in a City that's basis is

         15  commerce and commodity, we are charged with

         16  oversight of many of those issues and I'm proud to

         17  say that the legislation that has come out of here

         18  we think has impacted the quality of life of people.

         19  Certainly predatory lending has a bill that we spent

         20  a lot of time on, and I think it's probably the most

         21  progressive piece of legislation in the country as

         22  it relates to that, and I'm proud and thankful that

         23  the Council has also overridden the Mayor's veto,

         24  and I believe that we will be successful in court.

         25                 We also passed refund anticipation
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          2  loans law to further protect consumers who are

          3  unaware of the traps that lie ahead when something

          4  looks too good to be real.

          5                 The sidewalk cafes, mobile phones,

          6  all things that we have heard from our constituents

          7  are concerns of theirs. Oversight hearings. I know,

          8  David, you've got two phones now in the new year.

          9  Toy guns, general vendors, towing, Internet cafes,

         10  newsstands. We continue to try to be vigilant in the

         11  protection of consumers, consumers are constituents,

         12  and most people in New York do not have a lot of

         13  money and it's our job to make sure that what they

         14  buy is worth what they're paying for.

         15                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's what seniority

         17  brings.

         18                 Council Member Christine Quinn, who

         19  is the Chair of the Health Committee.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 That Committee has worked hard over

         22  the past two years to improve New Yorkers access to

         23  health care, to prevent the budget acts from

         24  destroying critical health services and to respond

         25  to the health challenges of our five boroughs.
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          2                 Regarding access, we fought hard both

          3  on the City and State level to streamline the

          4  enrollment process for a public insurance program, a

          5  battle which unfortunately will continue.

          6                 Working with Council Member Gioia and

          7  the Investigations Committee, we identified that

          8  women face terribly long waits to access screening

          9  mammograms in our City, and together with

         10  Investigations, we responded and created a

         11  mammography accessibility task force, and have

         12  successfully reduced some of the wait times in our

         13  City.

         14                 Beyond that, we have and will

         15  continue to make sure that all New York City women

         16  have access to the best cancer care possible.

         17                 As the Speaker said, also working

         18  with our Investigations Committee, we identified

         19  that women in New York City did not have access to

         20  emergency contraception, and perhaps even worse, we

         21  found out that rape victims were not uniformally

         22  offered emergency contraception when they sought

         23  medical care in our City's emergency room.

         24                 In response, and over the veto of

         25  Mayor Bloomberg, we passed a package of legislation
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          2  which increases the availability of emergency

          3  contraception and mandates that all rape victims are

          4  offered EC in our City's hospital.

          5                 And when we uncovered that the Health

          6  and Hospitals Corporation was not informing

          7  low-income New Yorkers about their rights to free

          8  medication in HHC pharmacies, we acted, and HHC has

          9  now instituted its sweeping reforms to make sure

         10  that no New Yorker is turned away from a pharmacy

         11  without medication because of a lack of money.

         12                 And perhaps most importantly, when

         13  Mayor Bloomberg proposed twice to defund the City's

         14  $5 million HIV prevention program, targeting people

         15  of color and women, we stopped him. And when Mayor

         16  Bloomberg sought to close 11 child health clinics

         17  and five school-based clinics --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Time.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:-- We stopped

         20  him.

         21                 These are two examples of our

         22  successful efforts to support and preserve our

         23  public health infrastructure.

         24                 Thank you for your support on these

         25  issues.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Eva

          5  Moskowitz, who is Chair of the Education Committee.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Good

          7  afternoon.

          8                 The Education Committee and its

          9  dedicated members have been doing oversight for the

         10  past two years during a time of the most radical

         11  change in the history of education in New York City.

         12                 We've had a record number of hearings

         13  on subjects ranging from math, special ed, the arts,

         14  we've also addressed operational issues, including

         15  the important teacher recruitment and retention, the

         16  School Construction Authority, and of course the

         17  five-year capital plan.

         18                 We have dedicated attention to the

         19  issue of the underfunding of our schools and are

         20  always very honored to have the lead plaintiff of

         21  the CFE lawsuit, as a member, and dedicated member

         22  of our Committee, my friend and colleague Bob

         23  Jackson.

         24                 This year we plan to have an even

         25  more extensive record of oversight hearings,
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          2  including vocational education, a review of the

          3  Administration's Children's First Initiative, arts

          4  education, computer and technology, and I look

          5  forward to working with all the members of the

          6  Committee, as well as the entire Council, to make

          7  sure that our 1.1 million children in our school

          8  system get the education that they deserve and are

          9  entitled to.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Very good.

         12                 Council Member Maria Baez, Chair of

         13  the Aging Committee.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you.

         15                 The Committee on Aging has not just

         16  been active in the past year. It has been proactive

         17  in passing legislation to improve the lives of New

         18  York City senior citizens, and examining issues of

         19  concern to this very vital group.

         20                 The Committee on Aging enacted four

         21  bills last year, two increase the qualifying levels

         22  for the senior citizen home owners extension, one

         23  made it easier for elderly renters to receive an

         24  adjustment in senior citizen rent increase extension

         25  benefits, after suffering a loss of household
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          2  income, and the fourth bill increased the annual

          3  income cap for SCRIE from 20,000 to 24,000.

          4                 During the past year, we have

          5  received the Department for the Aging's sudden

          6  termination of its English-as-a-second language

          7  program, as well as the issue of emergency

          8  preparedness for the City's seniors.

          9                 The Committee has also examined

         10  business plans to restructure the home-delivered

         11  meals systems in the Bronx, and the new Medicare

         12  prescription drug law.

         13                 We have fought successfully to save

         14  senior programs and Borough President discretionary

         15  funds. And this past May we initiated a Councilwide

         16  tribute for senior citizens for Older Americans

         17  Month.

         18                 While it has been a great honor for

         19  me to chair this important Committee, I would be

         20  remiss if I didn't pay homage to my immediate

         21  predecessor and fellow Bronx legislator, the

         22  honorable Ruben Diaz.

         23                 Under his leadership the Committee

         24  explored issues such as limiting cost sharing in the

         25  elderly pharmaceutical insurance coverage program,
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          2  financial exploitation of New York City elderly, and

          3  fingerprinting and criminal background checks of

          4  caretakers.

          5                 Although we have changed our

          6  calendars to reflect the new year, be assured that

          7  one thing will remain constant, the Committee on

          8  Aging will continue to be the forefront on all

          9  issues that matter to New York City seniors.

         10                 I want to thank the Speaker for

         11  allowing me the opportunity to serve as chair of the

         12  Aging Committee. A special thank you for the

         13  Committee members for their hard work and continued

         14  support.

         15                 I also would like to recognize former

         16  chair of the Subcommittee on Senior Centers, Mike

         17  Nelson, and the current chair on the Subcommittees

         18  on Senior Centers, Erik Martin Dilan, and a special

         19  thanks to the Counsel to the Committee on Aging,

         20  Cheree Buggs, and the staff, for their hard work on

         21  behalf of all of our seniors.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Another senior

         24  member, Council Member Margarita Lopez, who is chair

         25  of the Mental Health, Mental Retardation,
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          2  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services

          3  Chair.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Before I

          5  address any issue in regard of the Committee, I want

          6  to thank each and every one of the members of this

          7  body who took the step and the courage to create

          8  this Committee for the first time in the history of

          9  this Council.

         10                 In the history of our planet, people

         11  with disabilities has been set aside consistently

         12  and continuously. This Council took the position to

         13  send a message out there that for us in this

         14  Council, business as usual, in connection to people

         15  with disability no longer will be and it was each

         16  and every one of you who voted to decide and to make

         17  sure that people with disabilities will be equally

         18  represented in this body, and I will say that that's

         19  the biggest accomplishment that we can talk about

         20  that Committee, just the creation of the Committee

         21  itself put that in place.

         22                 The second thing that I want to say,

         23  I want to thank Council Member Brewer, Council

         24  Member Foster, Council Member Dilan, Council Member

         25  Gennaro, and Council Member Gentile, for being kind
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          2  people and gentle souls, who also chair with me that

          3  Committee.

          4                 It is very important to understand

          5  that this Committee hold 24 hearings, and 24

          6  hearings that explored many issues that affect this

          7  City. I only want to put in front of everyone the

          8  following information:

          9                 On '02, .6 percent expense budget in

         10  Mental Health; '03,.75 of expense budget. On '04,

         11   .65 on the expense budget. This City suffered the

         12  most horrible attack that anybody can suffer on

         13  September 11th, and the biggest consequence of that

         14  attack was the mental health of New Yorkers, but

         15  this City is not expending the necessary dollars --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Time.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: -- To address

         18  our needs.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you,

         21  Margarita.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Allan

         23  Jennings, Chair of the Civil Service and Labor

         24  Committee.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: The last
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          2  term was certainly a productive experience for the

          3  Civil Service and Labor Committee. Reflecting on the

          4  last session, the Committee made important

          5  contributions to the City Council.

          6                 Just this past May, the Committee

          7  passed legislation on the rights of domestic

          8  workers. Local Law 33 that requires every licensed

          9  employment agency under the jurisdiction of the

         10  Department of Consumer Affairs that places domestic

         11  and household employees, are to provide written

         12  statements requiring the rights of employees.

         13  Passage of this bill was a huge victory for a class

         14  of workers that are extremely vulnerable and often

         15  exploited.

         16                 Many of these workers were

         17  mistreated, underpaid and were forced to work in

         18  substandard work environments.

         19                 This law will go a long way to

         20  protect these hard workers in our great City.

         21                 During my tenure as Chair of the

         22  Civil Service and Labor Committee, we have oversight

         23  hearings on the functions of the Civil Service

         24  Commission and the Office of Labor Relations.

         25                 One of the first oversight hearings
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          2  the Committee held was regarding the Civil Service

          3  practices within the Board of Education.

          4                 Through the hearing it was revealed

          5  that the Board of Education misappropriated $9

          6  million that were earmarked for Fiscal Year 2002 by

          7  the City Council for minor maintenance and repair

          8  programs. This money was never spent for that

          9  purpose, and reports that should have shown how

         10  effective the program was never filed.

         11                 Another oversight hearing the

         12  Committee held was the hearing on civilization of

         13  the Police Department.

         14                 This hearing brought to light the

         15  Administration's wanting to civilianize 800

         16  positions. Through the Committee's investigation it

         17  was revealed that over 3,500 positions could have

         18  been civilianized which could be a tremendous cost

         19  savings to the City of New York.

         20                 The Administration then civilianized

         21  1,600 positions as a result of our hearings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Time.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: The

         24  Committee also considered Intro. 105 --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Council
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          2  Member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: -- And

          4  Intro. 104, and various other --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          6  much, Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you.

          8  In the future, our Committee will embark on a very

          9  aggressive agenda, pushing for hearings on all

         10  bills. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, Council

         13  Member Robert Jackson, who is Chair of the Contracts

         14  Committee.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Speaker.

         17                 The Contracts Committee, over the

         18  course of this session we accomplished a great deal,

         19  some of which I'd like to tell you about today. It

         20  has been my mission since assuming the Chair of the

         21  Committee to help make the City's procurement system

         22  more valuable for New Yorkers.

         23                 You should know that the City's

         24  Contracts budget was over $9 billion last year

         25  alone. Given this year's size of the contracting
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          2  budget, even small efficiencies can translate into

          3  big money savings for our taxpayers.

          4                 The Committee used both its oversight

          5  and legislative powers to examine and help fix the

          6  process. And one example, well known that the City's

          7  procurement process is outdated, cumbersome,

          8  wasteful, over-reliant on paper and a

          9  technologically advanced City such as New York,

         10  there is no excuse for such waste.

         11                 The Committee worked hard with Gale

         12  Brewer, the Chair of the Committee on Technology and

         13  Government, to produce a report outlying how the

         14  City could save millions of dollars, simply by using

         15  available technology.

         16                 The Committee also jointly with the

         17  Tech Committee held hearings regarding the use of

         18  technology in the procurement process.

         19                 Finally, Gale Brewer and I introduced

         20  important legislation designed to take advantage of

         21  the cost savings offered by increased use of

         22  technology and the procurement process.

         23                 To help further streamline the

         24  process, the Committee and the Council passed

         25  legislation raising the small purchase limits and
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          2  allowing many more contracts to be completed using a

          3  far more efficient process.

          4                 Further, we eliminated a costly but

          5  not very useful public hearing requirement for

          6  certain contracts, already saving significant

          7  taxpayers' money.

          8                 We held oversight on the Snapple

          9  hearing. We held other, performed other important

         10  legislation, such as the Displaced Workers Act, and

         11  with thousands and thousands of employees will have

         12  an opportunity to have their jobs just in case an

         13  employer decided to take on another contract.

         14                 And I thank all of the Committee

         15  members for being part of this, and I look forward

         16  to working with you in the future.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. I just

         21  want to join with all New Yorkers on congratulating

         22  Robert Jackson on being the New Yorker of the Year.

         23  New York 1 named Robert Jackson New Yorker of the

         24  Year. That's going to look good on some literature.

         25                 Council Member Jose Serrano, who is
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          2  chair of the Cultural Affairs, Libraries and

          3  International Intergroup Relations.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Speaker, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I am both proud and honored to have

          7  served my first term as Chair of the Committee on

          8  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

          9  Intergroup Relations.

         10                 Turning first to cultural affairs,

         11  New York City is the cultural capital of the nation,

         12  if not the world. Arts and culture are among the

         13  City's greatest assets.

         14                 The arts matter, and they matter on a

         15  number of different levels. Economically, the City's

         16  non-profit cultural institutions, result in $5.7

         17  billion of economic activity annually.

         18                 In fact, every dollar the City

         19  invests in cultural institution results in $2 in tax

         20  revenues and $6 in private funding.

         21                 The commercial arts sector indirectly

         22  drives $8.8 billion in economic activity annually.

         23                 On the local level, the cultural and

         24  social fabric of each of our districts depends in

         25  part on the vitality and the health of our local
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          2  cultural organizations, both large and small.

          3                 A large part of what local cultural

          4  organizations do is provide our City's youth with an

          5  essential outlet for their creative energy.

          6                 Countless young people turn to the

          7  City's cultural organizations during a school day,

          8  on class trips, after school, during weekends and

          9  whenever their parents are at work to express their

         10  creativity, dreams and vision.

         11                 It is for these reasons that the

         12  Committee has focused on the economic impact of the

         13  City's cultural community and the importance of arts

         14  education.

         15                 I want to thank my colleagues,

         16  Council Member Sanders, Chair of the Economic

         17  Development Committee, and Council Member Moskowitz,

         18  Chair of the Education Committee, for having joined

         19  me in addressing these issues in the last year,

         20  during joint hearings on these subjects.

         21                 The City Council can do so much in

         22  partnership with our Mayor to help strengthen our

         23  cultural organizations while making certain to focus

         24  keenly on those smaller organizations, which can

         25  least afford budget cuts.
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          2                 With respect to libraries,

          3  approximately 39 million New Yorkers visit our

          4  libraries annually. Senior citizens, children, job

          5  seekers, immigrants and countless other groups

          6  dependent on the libraries' resources. Our libraries

          7  have done a lot to adjusting to the demographic and

          8  economic changes of our society.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I will

         12  conclude by saying thank you to all of my colleagues

         13  for a wonderful two years and look forward to

         14  another good term. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18                 Council Member James Sanders, Jr.,

         19  who is Chair of the Economic Development Committee.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Speaker. Congratulations, thank you to the

         22  members of the Economic Development Committee and,

         23  of course, our Mayor.

         24                 Post-9/11, never before has the

         25  Economic Development Committee been pressed in the
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          2  service as it has and never before have they met the

          3  challenge so gallantly. Whether we've been dealing

          4  with the redevelopment of Lower Manhattan, after the

          5  terrorist attack, or dealing with hearings around

          6  the issues of airports, tourism and the cargo

          7  industry, looking into whether we should have the

          8  Olympics come to New York City and what does that

          9  mean for a sustainable user-friendly Olympics in New

         10  York City.

         11                 We've also been addressing the issues

         12  of small business. The issues of how do we grow, and

         13  not simply in Manhattan, how do we grow in the outer

         14  boroughs?

         15                 I would be remiss if I did not speak

         16  of a moment of sadness with the U.S. Customs

         17  Department. We did a hearing with them and said to

         18  them, you've been here since the revolutionary war.

         19  They took this time in 9/11 to flee New York City. I

         20  guess they are putting a new bumper sticker that

         21  says these colors do run.

         22                 We work with different workers to

         23  make sure that their lives continue and do better. I

         24  would also say that economic development must be for

         25  all boroughs, it must be for all people. With that
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          2  in mind, we're working hard on the M/WBE, the

          3  Minority and Woman-Owned Business, disparity study.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: As I conclude

          7  --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: "America must

         10  be America to everyone," Langston Hughes said, and

         11  we'll start in New York by making sure that New York

         12  is New York for everyone.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member, I apologize. I heard a beep that wasn't the

         16  regular beep.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: That's all

         18  right, I have more to say.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There it is.

         20                 Thank you very much. I apologize.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Jim

         22  Gennaro, who is chair of the Environmental

         23  Protection Committee.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 On behalf of all the members of the

          3  Committee on Environmental Protection, it has been

          4  our high honor and privilege to play a vital role in

          5  protecting the environmental health and well-being

          6  of the City's 8 million residents.

          7                 This Committee is charged with the

          8  protection of the air we breathe, the water we

          9  drink, our energy supply and our natural resources.

         10                 I believe that this Committee, this

         11  Council and this Speaker has met this challenge.

         12                 We have fought against environmental

         13  threats and have worked proactively to make our City

         14  an even greener place to work and live.

         15                 Together we have enacted a

         16  progressive environmental agenda, passing

         17  legislation that has protected our water quality by

         18  punishing polluters, improved our air quality by

         19  reducing diesel emissions. We're a national leader

         20  in that, thanks to Council Member Gerson and others.

         21  We've safeguarded residents and emergency personnel

         22  from the hazards of toxic chemicals by strengthening

         23  our community right to know laws.

         24                 We've also conserved our natural

         25  resources by requiring the use of recycled motor oil
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          2  by City agencies.

          3                 And in partnership with the federal

          4  and state government and local communities upstate,

          5  this Committee has been vigilant in protecting New

          6  York City's most precious natural resources, which

          7  is our Upstate drinking water reservoirs.

          8                 Also, we have developed a

          9  comprehensive water conservation plan and energy

         10  plan for the City in partnership with Speaker

         11  Miller.

         12                 And, finally, we prevailed upon the

         13  New York City Water Board to reach its proposed

         14  water rate increase which saves City taxpayers over

         15  $15 million.

         16                 This Committee has partnered with so

         17  many people, with countless environmental advocates,

         18  the public health groups throughout the City and has

         19  been a privilege to work under the leadership of

         20  Speaker Miller, as with the other members of the

         21  Committee, Council Member DeBlasio, Koppell, Lopez,

         22  Serrano, Vallone, Jennings and so many of my

         23  colleagues.

         24                 I wish to also thank my Chief of

         25  Staff Lenny Spieler, and my Legislative Aid Brittany
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          2  Mariati.

          3                 Thank you all very much. God bless.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Yvette

          5  Clarke, who is Chair of the Fire and Criminal

          6  Justice Services Committee.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker. Good afternoon, my colleagues. Perhaps no

          9  other Council Committee has so directly reflected

         10  the realities of a post-9/11 world than the

         11  Committee that I have been privileged to preside

         12  over.

         13                 Over the past two years, the

         14  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services,

         15  with oversight of the FDNY, EMS, Corrections,

         16  Probation, Legal Aid, the Office of the Criminal

         17  Justice Coordinator, and Indigent Services has

         18  tackled many ambitious issues.

         19                 We aggressively fought the

         20  Administration's firehouse closings, and have

         21  consistently pushed the FDNY to improve its

         22  emergency preparedness.

         23                 We've had some important successes.

         24  For years, despite the opposition of the

         25  Administration, the Council funded and pushed for
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          2  discharge planning services for the City's inmate

          3  population, it allowed inmates to leave the City

          4  jails with some hope and prospects, rather than a

          5  one-way subway fare.

          6                 The Department of Correction finally

          7  acknowledged the importance of these services in

          8  working toward its implementation.

          9                 The Committee also has shown a light

         10  on many critical issues that have not previously

         11  received attention, that includes sexual assault in

         12  the City's jails and the City's outdated fire codes.

         13                 It is critical for this Committee to

         14  build on the efforts and embark on new ones, and

         15  continue to address discharge planning and sexual

         16  assault in the City's jails.

         17                 It must examine indigent defense

         18  services and look to improve the poor representation

         19  of adults in Family Court, which hinders the ability

         20  of the Court system to properly administer justice

         21  in the cases of domestic violence and the removal of

         22  a child from her home.

         23                 It must continue our efforts to

         24  update the Fire Code. The City needs and should have

         25  a modern day body of fire laws, and we will continue
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          2  our advocacy to reopen closed firehouses. Equally as

          3  important and something that I feel really

          4  personally vested in as a black Caribbean American

          5  woman and the former or the Chair of this Committee,

          6  we must renew our efforts in the push to find the

          7  FDNY that truly reflects the racial, ethnic and

          8  engendered diversity of our great City.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you all

         12  very much. And thank the staff, Russell Unger, for

         13  his outstanding work on our behalf.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Bill

         17  DeBlasio, who is Chair of the General Welfare

         18  Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         21                 It's been a real honor to be chair of

         22  the General Welfare Committee. I think we have

         23  worked on so many issues that are vital to New

         24  Yorkers, and I just want to thank all the Committee

         25  members for their incredible energy in approaching
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          2  these issues.

          3                 We worked on children's services

          4  first and foremost in protecting children's rights,

          5  we've worked on protecting the rights of our newest

          6  New Yorkers, our immigrants, creating job

          7  opportunities in these very tough times, and

          8  especially working on human and civil rights as

          9  well.

         10                 Just some quick points. When it comes

         11  to child care, I've been very honored to work with

         12  Tracy Boyland as my partner in this work. We've, I

         13  think, exercised very intense oversight over the

         14  Administration for Children's Services to make sure

         15  that quality child care is being provided to the

         16  lowest income New Yorkers, and this Council should

         17  be immensely proud of what it did a year ago in

         18  creating the first major expansion of child care in

         19  many years in New York City.

         20                 In the area of immigrants' rights,

         21  I'm going to defer to the Chair of our Subcommittee

         22  on Immigration, Kendall Stewart, he'll be speaking

         23  in a moment, but I just want to note how proud we

         24  are in the Committee to have passed the Equal Access

         25  to Human Services bill and what a crucial piece that
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          2  is in terms of improving the rights of all New

          3  Yorkers to getting the benefits they deserve.

          4                 We're doing important work on day

          5  laborers, which I think will bear fruit in the whole

          6  of our communities.

          7                 In terms of the area of jobs, as the

          8  Speaker mentioned, it's very sad that we have to

          9  pass over a veto, the access to training and

         10  education bill.

         11                 But I think when that eventually

         12  comes to full implementation, it will make a big

         13  impact on people with public assistance in bringing

         14  them into the job market. And we work very hard to

         15  ensure that federal jobs for workforce development

         16  get to the City.

         17                 And lastly, in terms of human and

         18  civil rights, we've worked very hard to protect

         19  victims and survivors of domestic violence in the

         20  workplace, to make sure they have instant access to

         21  shelter.

         22                 We've protected transgender folks in

         23  making sure they had equal rights, and we have

         24  created domestic partnership reciprocity. These are

         25  crucial areas of human rights.
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          2                 Again, I want to thank all of the

          3  Committee members, I want to thank the staff, I want

          4  to thank all the sponsors of the bills we've passed,

          5  and most importantly, I want to thank the Speaker,

          6  his tremendous support for the work of the General

          7  Welfare Committee has allowed us to get so much

          8  done.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         13  Charles Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         15  much, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Who is chair of the

         17  Higher Education Committee.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         19  much, Mr. Speaker.

         20                 I just want to start off by fighting

         21  against discrimination for my Jewish colleague

         22  Simcha Felder. He has a beard, too, and whenever you

         23  mention beard, mention Simcha's beard. I just want

         24  to make sure --

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Beard, not a "bear".
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          2  A beard is a beard, and a fine one.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Mention it.

          4  They've taken my time, Madam Public Advocate. This

          5  doesn't count.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let's talk about the

          7  beard.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I've made

          9  account for --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: This doesn't

         11  count, because the Speaker keeps interrupting, and

         12  they didn't mention his beard. And he should be

         13  mentioned, and I want to be on record for defending

         14  my Jewish colleague.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I give him my

         16  time, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         18  much. Thank you very much.

         19                 I just want to say that the Higher

         20  Education Committee is very proud to say that we

         21  have 19, over 19 oversight hearings, particularly

         22  some that I wanted to highlight was one that we are

         23  fighting, and for the fiscal feasibility of free

         24  tuition, found out that $500 million was kicked out

         25  to give out financial aid, and $500 million is
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          2  collected from tuition. Cancel the financial aid,

          3  and give it to the college and we won't have to have

          4  tuition. Free tuition in CUNY. We also had a very

          5  important hearing on the Lower Development,

          6  Manhattan Development Committee, myself and Council

          7  Member Alan Gerson. We thank you very much for

          8  joining us on that. We've done great work on that.

          9                 I want to also talk about some of the

         10  resolutions, nine resolutions was passed. We were

         11  able to get the Governor to not restructure TAP,

         12  fought him back on that, very successful. Miguel

         13  Martinez and I led the charge to make sure that

         14  immigrant students got charged in-state tuition.

         15  We're very proud of that. So, several pieces of

         16  resolutions were passed.

         17                 We also got capital money, capital

         18  money for BMCC, $2.7 million, and money to help them

         19  rebuild Fiterman Hall. We also got money for Bronx

         20  Community College, $3.7 billion, Medgar Evers

         21  College, $183 million, to build a new facility, $3.7

         22  million for Bronx Community College, so our capital

         23  projects went well, our resolutions went well, we're

         24  fighting against tuition increases, we're fighting

         25  against tuition increases, and we also want to say
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          2  that free tuition is something feasible in CUNY, but

          3  most importantly, the 215,000 CUNY students will

          4  have an honor day here, and we have a model cities

          5  community --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: -- City

          9  college Council, model Council --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We have a

         13  model Council and I think that's very helpful.

         14                 Thank you very much, and have a nice

         15  year.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Eric

         17  Gioia, who is Chair of the Oversight and

         18  Investigations Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Speaker.

         21                 The Committee on Oversight and

         22  Investigations was formed with the broad mandate in

         23  the idea that sunlight is the best disinfectant. Our

         24  goal has been to shine light on issues of critical

         25  importance to all New Yorkers, to bring attention in
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          2  efficiency, to waste and mismanagement, and to give

          3  voice to those who all too often have been left out

          4  of our process.

          5                 I am proud to say that over the past

          6  two years, thanks to the hard work of an

          7  extraordinary staff, led by Wayne Coadler, and the

          8  commitment of really remarkable members who I have

          9  been privileged to work with, the Committee has been

         10  incredibly productive.

         11                 Our investigations are helping to

         12  open the doors of government to many New Yorkers who

         13  have felt left out, from uncovering excessive wait

         14  times for mammograms, to uncovering the

         15  unavailability of emergency contraception, working

         16  with Council Member Quinn, to working with Council

         17  Member Boyland to help single parents collect from

         18  dead beats who leave their children high and dry, to

         19  working with the Public Advocate and Council Member

         20  DeBlasio, to help cut through the bureaucratic red

         21  tape that leaves too many families hungry and

         22  prevents them from getting the food stamps that they

         23  are entitled to by law.

         24                 From working with Council Member

         25  Vallone and Council Member Brewer to prevent
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          2  children from getting their hands on graffiti spray

          3  cans, from violent cop killer games that seem to be

          4  handed out at random to nine-year-olds, our

          5  Committee has worked hard over the past two years.

          6                 We have shined light on egregious

          7  worker safety violations and have resulted in a

          8  massive whistle-blower education program for all

          9  City workers.

         10                 I'm very much looking forward to the

         11  next two years and scores of more investigations,

         12  and I want to thank all of my colleagues who make

         13  this an absolute joy to come here every day and

         14  every week to make both our City and our

         15  neighborhoods a better place.

         16                 Fifteen seconds to spare. Thank you,

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Very good,

         19  Council member.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Actually, I'm

         21  disappointed. I thought you would end on two

         22  minutes, Eric.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Peter

         24  Vallone, Jr., who is the Chair of the Public Safety

         25  Committee.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Actually, the

          3  Public Safety Committee has been on the job two

          4  years, crime is down, we haven't been attacked --

          5  I'm done.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Is that it?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I better use

          8  my minutes.

          9                 I'm very proud and honored to be the

         10  Public Safety Chair, proud of my staff, my Committee

         11  members. In the past two years we've passed landmark

         12  first in the country legislations, just keeping the

         13  guns out of hands, out of the hands of anyone

         14  convicted of three misdemeanors, any assault or

         15  domestic violence, past laws outline the sale of

         16  etching acid, that's Gale Brewer's law, and doubling

         17  the penalties of graffiti and many other laws. We

         18  helped lead a successful fight to ensure FEMA

         19  reimburse New York City every day spent after 9/11,

         20  we've called on the state to reimburse and give us

         21  alimony back to establish the 911 system well before

         22  the tragedy in the Long Island Sound and we've led

         23  the fight to ensure enough police officers to

         24  continue to win the war against crime.

         25                 We've held the Administration's feet
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          2  to the fire with hearings regarding anti-terrorism

          3  preparedness, school safety, gun reform, and ensure

          4  the civil rights of New Yorkers were protected with

          5  hearings about Central Park jogger, and the

          6  execution of search warrants.

          7                 That's just a small portion of what

          8  we've accomplished.

          9                 Public Safety needs to be our number

         10  one priority. Without safe streets and a safe city,

         11  we can't have kids learning in school, businesses

         12  can't drive, people wouldn't use our parks, seniors

         13  would be prisoners in their homes.

         14                 That's why over the next few years

         15  the Public Safety Committee will continue to work

         16  hard to ensure the New York City is safe from

         17  terrorist attacks, and we get our federal money

         18  that's due us.

         19                 The crime levels continue to fall and

         20  ensure the safety of both in and out of school. I

         21  hope we continue to make our Speaker proud, all of

         22  our colleagues proud, and especially one other

         23  person who I'd like to take one other moment to

         24  recognize, and without whom most of the work the

         25  Public Safety Committee did could not have been
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          2  done, our former Chair of the Subcommittee, again, a

          3  good friend of all of us here in the room, Council

          4  Member James Davis.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Joe

          7  Addabbo, who is Chair of the Recreation and Parks

          8  Committee.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker.

         11                 Over the past two years, the main

         12  focus of the Parks Committee has been to do what we

         13  can to protect our parks and recreational areas,

         14  because if we don't they will become havens for

         15  criminal activity and just have a negative effect on

         16  our City.

         17                 The Committee will continue to have

         18  that focus in 2004.

         19                 Last year, the Committee considered

         20  how to improve concessions and the Green Streets

         21  Program, the status of parks beliefs and park

         22  workers, and sponsorships to help maintain our parks

         23  and keep them safe. But I believe the single, most

         24  important step made in maintaining the future of our

         25  parks, was the approval and passage of the
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          2  Adopt-A-Park legislation, which was co-sponsored by

          3  every single Council member and the Public Advocate,

          4  which promotes participation by allowing

          5  individuals, civic groups, community groups or

          6  entities to make a direct impact to a specific park

          7  property of their choice.

          8                 Last year the Committee also worked

          9  in cooperation with the Waterfronts Committee on

         10  preserving and expanding on waterfront park

         11  properties throughout our City. And with the Public

         12  Safety Committee to ensure the safety of our parks

         13  and that the Department of Parks and Recreation and

         14  the NYPD communicate better to track all types of

         15  park crimes.

         16                 Then there are the name changes. The

         17  Committee approved designation for hundreds of

         18  streets and City areas to honor those individuals

         19  who have made a positive impact in our City, or who

         20  made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11th.

         21                 I would like to thank the Speaker, my

         22  Committee members, and all of my colleagues for

         23  paying attention to parks. I also want to thank

         24  legal counsel Tom Curry, Jeff Haberman, Chima

         25  Obechere, Frank Neely and my legislative aid, Steve
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          2  Adanesio.

          3                 During these tough financial times we

          4  must do all that we can to protect our parks and

          5  related areas, it is truly that I believe that as

          6  our parks properties go, so goes our City.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         11  Michael McMahon, who is Chair of the Sanitation and

         12  Solid Waste Management Committee.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Speaker, and I'd like to begin my remarks by

         15  thanking you, Madam Public Advocate, for running

         16  these meetings so beautifully, and making our job

         17  that much easier and also Claud Cherry and his staff

         18  and Victor Robles for all the work you do in sitting

         19  up there and looking at us every time we have a

         20  meeting.

         21                 Like Margarita Lopez' Committee, mine

         22  was a new committee. Sanitation came into existence

         23  two years ago, and I think it's no coincidence that

         24  a fellow from Staten Island would be so passionate

         25  about garbage and it's no coincidence either that my
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          2  two colleagues from Staten Island, Jim Oddo, and

          3  Andrew Lanza, are so passionate about garbage,

          4  because we've lived and seen what mismanagement of

          5  garbage can do to a community, and you know I'm

          6  talking about the Fresh Kills Landfill. And, so we

          7  came here with a mission to make sure that that

          8  landfill was never opened again, and that the City

          9  get a sensible and responsible Solid Waste

         10  Management Plan.

         11                 Garbage is the most mundane of

         12  issues, but the City and the management of the City,

         13  it is also one of the most important issues. If our

         14  City is dirty, if our garbage is not picked up, then

         15  the people are not happy and the morale of our City

         16  is down.

         17                 I'm proud of the work of our

         18  Committee, as done with our Counsel Carmen Cognetta,

         19  and the staff and the Committee members, most

         20  importantly we stopped the Mayor from reducing

         21  recycling. Recycling is an integral part of any

         22  management plan that we can have, and recycling will

         23  be back in full speed April 1st.

         24                 We've also been able to hold hearings

         25  on new technologies, and this is what we have to do
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          2  in the future, is to make sure that this City adopt

          3  a solid waste plan.

          4                 Right now we do a great job in

          5  picking up the garbage and hauling it away, but what

          6  we do with that garbage and the cost that it has to

          7  this City right now is really a crisis situation.

          8                 And, so, we look forward in the

          9  future to pass legislation as we've done in the past

         10  and also to develop a good plan, a 20-year Solid

         11  Waste Management Plan.

         12                 I want to thank you all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Helen

         16  Sears, who is Chair of the Standards and Ethics

         17  Committee.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Simcha Felder

         19  says I have to stand up.

         20                 I'm going to be very brief, I have

         21  some written statements here but I'm not going to do

         22  that.

         23                 I want to thank the Committee for

         24  Standards and Ethics, they have been a very

         25  committed and dedicated committee and the members
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          2  are wonderful.

          3                 This Committee has achieved I think

          4  some very extraordinary work, we have had three

          5  bills passed in the Committee, passed by this body,

          6  and signed by the Mayor. I think that's a rather

          7  extraordinary happening.

          8                 We have one of the finest financial

          9  disclosure bills in the country, we have worked with

         10  financial disclosure and changed that, and at a time

         11  when we all came together, it has been an honor for

         12  me to be here and serve under our Speaker and serve

         13  with our colleagues.

         14                 We've had some very difficult times

         15  and we've all had to make very difficult decisions,

         16  and I think in spite of that, with the dedication to

         17  this Committee, to the body and to the work that we

         18  do, we have achieved a rather remarkable record, and

         19  I want to thank all of you because you have made the

         20  achievement of the Committee possible, and I thank

         21  all of my staff. I thank Tom McMahon, General

         22  Counsel, Sephora Leffrak, who is Counsel to the

         23  Committee, and each and every one that has worked

         24  with me and this body to make it possible.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member John

          3  Liu, who is Chair of the Transportation Committee.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Speaker, for a continuing opportunity to work on

          6  issues vital to New Yorkers, issues not simply about

          7  planes, trains and automobiles, but about underlying

          8  access to jobs and economic opportunity. Without

          9  transportation, none of the above would be possible.

         10                 I want to thank the members of the

         11  Committee, Joseph Addabbo, Sara Gonzalez, Oliver

         12  Koppell, Andrew Lanza, Miguel Martinez, Eva

         13  Moskowitz, Diana Reyna, James Sanders, Larry

         14  Seabrook and Helen Sears for their commitment and

         15  for their diligence in working on so many other

         16  issues that we have been able to address these past

         17  couple of years.

         18                 Going forward I look forward to

         19  holding the MTA accountable to fulfill their mandate

         20  in providing transportation and mass transit for all

         21  New Yorkers, especially with regard to the destiny

         22  of the private bus companies and the lines that they

         23  currently operate, holding them accountable to any

         24  standards or measures under which they possibly

         25  could call for future fare increases in light of
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          2  what happened last year in 2003, and overall, making

          3  sure that they keep our Transit system safe for the

          4  public and free of any corrupt practices.

          5                 Looking forward also to working with

          6  the Department of Transportation and making sure

          7  that our roadways and bridges are safe and well

          8  repaired for the members of the general public, and

          9  in particular, addressing some of the issues

         10  concerning our sidewalks, which often on consider

         11  transportation issues, but obviously are the way

         12  that pedestrians get about, and that's something

         13  that I think the City has to pay more attention to.

         14                 And, finally, working with the Taxi

         15  and Limousine Commission, in making sure that as we

         16  issue the new medallions, or as we expect to issue

         17  900 new medallions this year, that they will be best

         18  equipped to serve the City of New York. Thank you,

         19  Mr. Speaker.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         21                 Council Member Simcha Felder, who is

         22  Chair of the -- excuse me. Council Member Lew Fidler

         23  who is Chair of the Youth Services Committee. We're

         24  getting to Simcha in a little bit.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm still
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          2  here.

          3                 I want to begin by thanking everyone

          4  and saying hello to everyone out in cable television

          5  land. Thank you for watching, keeping our ratings

          6  here.

          7                 Seriously, I want to thank the

          8  Speaker and all of my colleagues for giving me the

          9  opportunity to serve as Chairperson of the Youth

         10  Services.

         11                 Two years ago when this Council was

         12  organized I asked for this Committee, despite the

         13  fact that it's not generally considered to help the

         14  Council members' personal, political cache, or that

         15  the people that we serve don't actually vote, but I

         16  think that the provision of services to young people

         17  in this City, is one of the most essential services

         18  that we provide.

         19                 It's also not a Committee that lends

         20  itself to a great deal of legislation, although I am

         21  proud of the sports code of conduct bill that we

         22  pass. We did have a great deal of oversight into the

         23  issue of aluminum bats, and I want to promise

         24  Council Member Oddo that we're going to go back

         25  there in the near future, because it is an
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          2  extraordinary public safety issue.

          3                 The issue to me at Youth Services is

          4  the provision of, continued provision of vital

          5  services to young people, and that always reflects

          6  in the budget.

          7                 We were able to stop the now

          8  deservedly defunct Department of Employment from

          9  putting together a summer youth employment program

         10  proposal that would not have worked that would not

         11  have enabled young people in this City to get summer

         12  jobs. We were able to continue to pressure the other

         13  side of this building and our own Council to fund

         14  the Summer Youth Employment Program that was

         15  meaningful, and that our voices were heard in Albany

         16  to make sure that the Governor will lease the money

         17  so those kids could actually get jobs and get

         18  employed. And if I am given the privilege of serving

         19  for another two years by our Speaker and by this

         20  Council, I know that as we look at the social

         21  services restructuring and as it affects after

         22  school programs, this Committee will continue to

         23  make sure that the services that are provided for

         24  our young people are not diminished either

         25  quantitatively or qualitatively. I thank Laurie
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          2  Popa, Perry Stein and my staff. To all my colleagues

          3  in the Council, I love you all, well, at least most

          4  of you, thank you all very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Next we have Council

          8  Member Gale Brewer, who is chair of the Committee on

          9  Technology and Government.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much. I just want to start by saying that I'm very

         12  sad that Linda Davidoff passed. She was our

         13  Speaker's first employer, and she was my good

         14  friend, and I think she taught a lot of us about the

         15  budget and public policy with her intelligence.

         16                 I also want to mention, in terms of

         17  the Technology Committee, we have three or four

         18  themes that I think we have accomplished:

         19                 Open government. Working with Bill

         20  Perkins was passed the first US law, the United

         21  States, it says all official reports must be on-line

         22  within ten days. Working with the Public Advocate we

         23  are formulating the Charter-mandated Commission on

         24  Public Information, and working with DoITT we are

         25  making sure with our introduced legislation that the
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          2  311 information actually gets out to the Community

          3  Boards and the Public.

          4                 On efficiency and money savings.

          5  Thanks to Christine Quinn and the Health Committee,

          6  the electronic registration system will help

          7  families at their worst times, in terms of saving

          8  money and being more efficient.

          9                 Second, first responders was both the

         10  oversight hearing focus for 9/11, how we could in

         11  fact improve technology and working with the Fire

         12  and Police, and I think we've been, an example is in

         13  the Post on Sunday, a big article on the police and

         14  their need for computerization, something we have

         15  been saying.

         16                 Computer programming oversight,

         17  looking at the ways in which mapping can be done

         18  through GIS, first such hearing, and working a lot

         19  on the issue of on-line reverse auction procurement

         20  with Robert Jackson.

         21                 Low income, small non-profits and

         22  small businesses were helped with our broad-band

         23  report put together by Nick Noe and YFI

         24  introduction, and we worked on digital divide and

         25  education.
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          2                 Most importantly, we have developed a

          3  constituency, about 100 people show up at every

          4  hearing. First time in City Hall, often first time

          5  working on technology issues.

          6                 I'd like to thank Nick Noe, Bruce Lei

          7  and all the folks at DoITT --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: And I'd like

         11  to just say that why is Simcha sitting in the Bronx.

         12  Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Where is

         14  Simcha?

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Because we are one

         16  City.

         17                 Council Member Alan Gerson, who is

         18  chair of the Committee on Lower Manhattan

         19  Redevelopment.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Speaker, I

         21  want to start by, on behalf of my community,

         22  thanking you for establishing this Committee, and on

         23  behalf of myself and my community, I want to thank

         24  you, Public Advocate, and all of my colleagues, each

         25  and every one of you, for the tremendous solidarity
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          2  and support you all have demonstrated to me and to

          3  my community, in our time of unprecedented and

          4  unparalleled need.

          5                 I want to thank the members of this

          6  Committee, John Liu and Yvette Clarke, Melinda Katz,

          7  my sister, Margarita Lopez, Christine Quinn, Bill

          8  Perkins, David Yassky, James Sanders, for serving

          9  with me on this Committee.

         10                 Mr. Speaker, this Committee and this

         11  Council have served effectively as a watchdog to

         12  protect our environment and to make sure no one is

         13  left behind as we rebuild, and to serve to make sure

         14  that livability first, and our respect for the

         15  sanctity of human life, guide the designs of the

         16  plans and the blueprints we put in place.

         17                 And we indeed have had much success.

         18  The original plans for grants and loans to small

         19  businesses excluded the smallest of small businesses

         20  with less than ten employees, and it was our

         21  hearing, Domenic Recchia and James Sanders, which

         22  made sure that in the end those small businesses

         23  were included.

         24                 The original plans for guidelines for

         25  residential grants and loan assistance, might have
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          2  excluded the residential public housing and NYCHA

          3  and rent-regulated units, and it was this Council

          4  which made sure that all residents of Lower

          5  Manhattan were included.

          6                 We have a lot of work to do to build

          7  on what we have accomplished and we will continue to

          8  do so.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want to

         12  conclude by thanking my delegation, our co-chairs

         13  Gale Brewer, and Phil Reed --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Your

         15  delegation knows who it is.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: -- For making

         17  sure -- but they deserve the recognition -- for

         18  making sure that the youth who I was with on 9/11 as

         19  they were evacuated --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Were not

         23  neglected by establishing the Millennium High School

         24  downtown.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you all

          4  very much.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

          6  Domenic Recchia, who is chair of the Small Business,

          7  Retail and Emerging Industries Committee.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Mr.

          9  Speaker. First of all, I would just like to just

         10  thank the Speaker and his staff for working with the

         11  Small Business Committee and having the first small

         12  business summit in the City Council history at

         13  Baruch College. That was just the beginning.

         14                 But we also helped hundreds of small

         15  businesses get their proper loan applications in and

         16  receive hundreds and thousands of dollars of grant

         17  money in Lower Manhattan, grants that were

         18  available.

         19                 Most important, our biggest challenge

         20  for the upcoming year is to help the American Park

         21  Grill, who was used as the police headquarters after

         22  9/11 for over four months, and now the City is

         23  taking away their concession and throwing them out.

         24                 This is a small business that is in

         25  need of help, and we, the City Council, cannot and
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          2  must not let the Administration step on those small

          3  businesses that were there for them, and now they're

          4  turning their backs on businesses.

          5                 We in the City Council will help all

          6  small businesses. And I want to thank all of my

          7  colleagues, and especially James Sanders for working

          8  with me, and also like to thank Janet Torres for all

          9  of her help. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         13  Kendall Stewart, Chair of the Immigration Committee.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 I am proud and honored to chair this

         17  Subcommittee on Immigration. Our goal was to bring

         18  awareness and to help shape policy. We have

         19  addressed some of the resolutions on the Dream Act,

         20  the Fair Act, Patriot Act.

         21                 Also, we have addressed immigration

         22  in terms of the domestic workers bill, Access

         23  Without Fear, Day Laborers, to name a few.

         24                 The Freedom Ride in October 2003 and

         25  awareness to the plight of immigrants we also
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          2  addressed.

          3                 We have addressed immigration issues

          4  as relates to other committees.

          5                 Although limited resources and

          6  members, we had, we have had several immigration

          7  forums, hearings on proposed legislation in

          8  Congress, and I hope we will continue to educate the

          9  masses about the pitfalls of some of these

         10  immigration laws.

         11                 And although we cannot make

         12  immigration laws, I'm sure we help to shape the

         13  policies that affect all of us, for all of us, as

         14  far as I see, are considered immigrants.

         15                 I am happy that federal government is

         16  now considering amnesty for undocumented immigrants,

         17  and I hope we continue to be just and considerate on

         18  issues that affect the immigrants.

         19                 I want to thank, Mr. Speaker. I want

         20  to thank you specifically for being so considerate

         21  and helpful. And I also want to thank Jackie

         22  Sherman, for being that great worker. Although she

         23  is the Counsel to the Committee on General Welfare,

         24  she spent quite a lot of time trying to help me.

         25                 I hope, Mr. Speaker, that you assign
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          2  members to the Subcommittee on Immigration and maybe

          3  give us some resources so we can be much more

          4  effective in the coming sessions.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I want to

          8  thank everyone for their leadership, and I want them

          9  to know that I wish them all the best for this

         10  coming year.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Vann,

         16  who is Chair of the Committee on Community

         17  Development.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         19  Mr. Speaker.

         20                 Below the radar screen, I pulled

         21  together a task force, the centerpiece of which has

         22  been Professor Walsh Stafford and members of his

         23  graduate class in Urban Planning and so forth, along

         24  with my staff, members from your staff and some

         25  outside people from community organizations and the
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          2  like, essentially and in summary we looked at a lot

          3  of data, a lot of census data, research data, and

          4  have basically looking at criteria identified the

          5  poorest neighborhoods in the City of New York, or

          6  parts of neighborhoods.

          7                 We have actually identified the

          8  deepest pockets of poverty within the City of New

          9  York. Subsequent to that, I've identified, or tried

         10  to identify all of the community-based organizations

         11  and community development corporations that operate

         12  in or in close proximity to those areas, and that's

         13  why we've been working with -- my anticipation is

         14  that these organizations will help put a face with

         15  these statistics, get a more description, a better

         16  description of exactly the concomitance of poverty

         17  in these particular areas of our City.

         18                 My hope is that we will seek from

         19  this Council a special designation, if you will for

         20  these areas, and with such designation would be the

         21  inclination to find extraordinary ways to bring aid,

         22  if you will, to these extraordinary areas.

         23                 So, thank you for the appointment. I

         24  thank all of my colleagues, my staff members have

         25  been working with us, Professor Stafford. We have a
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          2  lot of good information. We are very clear on what

          3  the concomitance of poverty is, where it is located

          4  and now we're going to present a picture where this

          5  Council wants to find a way to be supportive of

          6  these communities. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member David

         11  Yassky, Waterfronts Chair.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker. And I want to thank you for establishing

         14  the Committee on Waterfronts to address what is --

         15  to help reclaim what is the City's most under-used,

         16  even wasted asset, our waterfront. I believe that in

         17  the two years we have made tremendous progress

         18  toward doing that, and I want to thank my colleagues

         19  on the Committee. We've been very busy and very

         20  active, and my colleagues have been very generous

         21  with their time in participating.

         22                 Our most tangible achievement, Local

         23  Law 20, will begin the process of eliminating from

         24  the waterfront wasteful city uses, like tow pounds

         25  and salt piles and opening up space for the public
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          2  to use. And the next step is making real division of

          3  the waterfront that we have set forth over the past

          4  two years, the four great purposes that we must turn

          5  our waterfront to, housing and jobs, transportation,

          6  recreation, on all of those we have I believe set

          7  forth a vision, we've begun the process of achieving

          8  it, working with Chair Provenzano in the Housing

          9  Committee, Chair Sanders in the Economic Development

         10  Committee, John Liu in the Transportation Committee,

         11  and, of course, Joe Addabbo, and the Parks

         12  Committee, and I believe the next two years will be

         13  even more active and productive time for the

         14  committee.

         15                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Larry

         18  Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair. I don't sit in the Chair, I just have a

         21  voice, and the voice in which I have today is that

         22  we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of Brown

         23  versus Board of Education.

         24                 And probably the most important point

         25  of Brown versus Board of Education that we talked
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          2  about, a system that was supposedly separate and

          3  equal, the Court's rule in Brown versus Board of

          4  Education, that separate but equal was not equal.

          5                 New York City has the most segregated

          6  school system in America. The most segregated school

          7  system in America is New York City, and when you

          8  look at that and you talk about it, and one of the

          9  things that I stand here today because I want this

         10  Council not to be hoodwinked about education, but

         11  Evand Chiles (phonetic) was on at the top of the

         12  list of those schools that they said was creating a

         13  lot of the violence, and that the Mayor and

         14  everybody was applauding sending more police,

         15  sending more security officers. It doesn't take

         16  security officers or police, that's not a

         17  penitentiary.  It takes real educators to come in to

         18  educate and teach our children.

         19                 Frank Nitkins (phonetic) was never a

         20  security guard, but he was an educator who felt the

         21  need and the responsibility for educating our

         22  children.

         23                 When we look and see how we're

         24  talking about treating our children, that if we want

         25  our children to be just like the children at
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          2  Stuyvesant and just like the children at Townsend

          3  Harris (phonetic), then we should act that way and

          4  treat them that way. Evand Chiles, 50 percent of the

          5  children that attend Evand Chiles High School don't

          6  live in that district, but they are the dumpers from

          7  other districts that people don't want and they dump

          8  them into the district, and when you look at Evanda

          9  Chiles, it has two pools in the school that's not

         10  operating at all.

         11                 Why don't the Mayor do something

         12  about that? Our gymnasium that's falling apart, why

         13  don't they do something about that?

         14                 So in 1954 there was a decision that

         15  was made --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: -- Not on

         19  the legality, but also on the social implications of

         20  Brown versus Board of Education. We have to be

         21  responsible to remember Brown versus Board of

         22  Education and Evanda Chiles.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Sara

         25  Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Okay, in

          3  interest of time, I'll be very brief.

          4                 First of all, I would like to thank

          5  the Speaker and the Council for embracing me to this

          6  Council. I'm very proud to be part of this body.

          7                 I don't sit -- I mean, I sit on

          8  committees but I don't chair a committee, but I look

          9  forward to chairing a committee this year.

         10                 I am very, very grateful for all the

         11  support I've gotten for my colleagues, and I hope

         12  that we remember and bear in mind that we were

         13  elected to protect the quality of life in our

         14  districts. So, I hope that we'll work together and

         15  be strong at doing that and support each others'

         16  interests as well. In doing that, we will protect

         17  the interests of the entire City. So, I thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Tish

         21  James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: We survived a

         23  difficult year. One we'll never forget. A year

         24  fraught with challenges, human tragedy and triumph.

         25  But 2003 was also a year of change, of patriotic
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          2  rebirth, a year of lessons learned, a year that made

          3  us think about what's truly important.

          4                 We were reminded about our dear

          5  family and friends and about how meaningful they

          6  make our lives, all of our lives. We were also

          7  reminded about the precious value of life, and we

          8  learned that we should be thankful for the time that

          9  we have together, and for our many blessings, and we

         10  learned, which was evidenced by all of the

         11  tremendous achievements referenced here today, that

         12  when we're united, we are strong.

         13                 And, so, as we take the lessons,

         14  Council Member Palma and I enter the new year, we

         15  hope with all of you to make 2004 the best year

         16  ever. Let's make 2004 a year of continued progress,

         17  and goodwill, of prosperity and economic growth.

         18  Economic growth in areas that respect the culture

         19  and the dignity of local communities. Let us promote

         20  affordable housing, which is defined by providing

         21  housing for low income and moderate income families,

         22  economic development on a human scale, and least but

         23  not which let's make 2004 a year of healing and

         24  hope, a year that shines as bright as the brightest

         25  star. I'm honored and privileged to serve in this
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          2  body.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Lopez, you want to vote?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I would

          8  like to do that, if you allow me, Madam Chair.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please. So

         10  ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Before

         12  anything, it's wonderful to see you here.

         13                 Secondly, I vote aye on M8 and M9. I

         14  believe those are the only two ones that I was not

         15  casting my vote for, correct?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         20  Now the vote is 51.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I'd like to just

         22  close by asking my colleagues to join with me and

         23  Council Member Brewer and others, in remembering the

         24  memory of Linda Davidoff, who was an extraordinary

         25  public activist. She put the "active" in activist.
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          2  She was my first boss when she worked for the Parks

          3  Council. She worked for so many different

          4  organizations, Citizens' Union, NDC, many, many

          5  others, on campaigns, she was an extraordinary

          6  person, someone who really I think cared so deeply

          7  about the City and the City and those of us who knew

          8  her well, and many here in the Council and the

          9  previous Council will miss her.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We can

         12  adjourn this meeting. Thank you all very much. Most

         13  of you were very, very good.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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