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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: We're here today

          3  to vote to hopefully override two vetoes of Intro.

          4  281-A and 278-A, were both vetoed by Mayor

          5  Bloomberg.

          6                 As you all might remember, a little

          7  over a month ago, the Health Committee passed a

          8  package, three pieces of legislation which seek to

          9  expand the access to emergency contraception in New

         10  York City.

         11                 One piece of legislation sought to

         12  require that these ten sexually transmitted disease

         13  clinics run by the Department of Health and Mental

         14  Hygiene to require that they make emergency

         15  contraception available. The Mayor signed that bill

         16  into law.

         17                 The second bill, which was vetoed by

         18  the Mayor, 281-A, is a bill that would require any

         19  hospital which has an emergency room which contracts

         20  with the City of New York, would require that that

         21  hospital make emergency contraception available when

         22  medically appropriate to all rape and sexual assault

         23  victims who come to that emergency room for service.

         24                 The third bill was a piece of

         25  legislation introduced by Council Member Gioia, in
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          2  response to an investigation which the

          3  Investigations Division did which found that only

          4  half of the pharmacies in the City carry one form of

          5  emergency contraception, and in some boroughs,

          6  Queens, for example, as low as 30 percent.

          7                 This bill would help to raise

          8  awareness of where women can and cannot purchase

          9  emergency contraception by requiring pharmacies that

         10  do not carry emergency contraception to place

         11  signage that says they do not sell it there.

         12                 I should have started this way, to

         13  apologize to the Committee for starting late. There

         14  were actually a number of vetoes to override today,

         15  and a Rule Committee, and I'm on the Rules Committee

         16  and in addition we had all of the rooms were being

         17  used, so I want to thank people for their

         18  flexibility in being here, even though it's a little

         19  bit later than we had scheduled it to be.

         20                 So, the three pieces of legislation

         21  were really introduced as a package. We felt it was

         22  very important to make sure that women who didn't

         23  have insurance coverage or the financial means to

         24  purchase emergency contraception, that they have the

         25  ability to get it through the free sexually
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          2  transmitted disease clinics, that rape victims have

          3  that option to them when they go to an emergency

          4  room in the five boroughs, and also that women who

          5  seek to purchase emergency contraception at private

          6  pharmacies, given the time and nature of taking

          7  emergency contraception to make it effective, that

          8  they know where they can and can't go, although

          9  we're glad the Mayor signed one of these bills, we

         10  think the passage of them as a package is incredibly

         11  important. The reality of 3 million unintended

         12  pregnancies last year, half of which probably could

         13  have been prevented with emergency contraception,

         14  the reality that emergency contraception can

         15  drastically reduce the number of abortions in this

         16  City, State and country, the fact that the

         17  percentage of women of child-bearing age even know

         18  about emergency contraception is in the single

         19  digits in this country, all of that together really

         20  leads us to believe we need all three pieces of

         21  legislation signed into law.

         22                 So, that said, we'll have the clerk

         23  call the roll on overriding the veto of Intro. 281-A

         24  and 278-A. Apparently there's something I actually

         25  have to say.
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          2                 Hang on one second. Okay, so first

          3  apparently we have to vote on whether or not we

          4  accept the Mayor's veto message, and file it.

          5                 So, we're going to vote on accepting

          6  and filing the Mayor's veto message 483 and 484, and

          7  we vote in the affirmative on that and then we'll

          8  vote on the override after that. Never having done a

          9  veto before, you live and learn.

         10                 All right, so we'll call the roll on

         11  that.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         25  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
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          2  abstentions, the motion to file 483 and 484 are

          3  approved.

          4                 (Subsequent to the hearing Council

          5  Member Reed voted aye on the above-mentioned items.)

          6                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Now we're going to

          7  vote on the passage of Intro. 281-A over the

          8  objection of the Mayor and vote on the passage of

          9  Intro. 278-A over the objection of the Mayor, so

         10  that would be the vote to override the two vetoes.

         11                 If we could call the roll, please.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye on both.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on both.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on both.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         25  the affirmative, one in the negative and no
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          2  abstentions, both items are adopted, readopted.

          3                 (Subsequently Council Member Reed

          4  voted aye on both items, bringing the vote to six in

          5  the affirmative, one in the negative and no

          6  abstentions.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you all for

          8  your support for voting on this so many times. We're

          9  going to leave the vote open for a few minutes for

         10  Council Member Reed to return. He had to step out to

         11  do an interview, and thanks for your flexibility on

         12  time. See you next door. Bye.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 12:55 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of April 2003.
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