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INTRODUCTION
On Thursday, January 30, 2025, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Eric Dinowitz, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled The New CUNY School of Medicine. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from The City University of New York (CUNY) Administration, the University Faculty Senate, the University Student Senate, the Professional Staff Congress at CUNY (PSC), and other interested stakeholders.

BACKGROUND
According to just-released data provided by the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) for the 2024-2025 academic year for United States (U.S.) M.D.-granting medical schools, there were very small gains compared to 2023-2024 data in the percentage of applicants from two historically underrepresented groups: Black or African American applicants were up 2.8 percent, while Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Origin applicants were up 2.2 percent.[footnoteRef:2] However, the percentages of matriculants (that is, first-year enrollees) in these two groups actually declined by much bigger numbers: Black or African American matriculants were down 11.6 percent (the third consecutive year of decline), while Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Origin matriculants were down 10.8 percent.[footnoteRef:3] Furthermore, the number of first-generation applicants fell slightly by 1.6 percent, and the number of first-generation matriculants fell a bit more, by 2.3 percent.[footnoteRef:4] Although total medical school enrollment is still more diverse than it was seven years ago (with Black or African American enrollment up from 7.9 percent to 10.3 percent and with Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Origin enrollment up from 9.9 percent to 12.3 percent), this year’s shrinking numbers of matriculants are concerning.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Association of American Medical Colleges, “New AAMC Data on Medical School Applicants and Enrollment in 2024,” available at New AAMC Data on Medical School Applicants and Enrollment in 2024 | AAMC.]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  Id.] 

Diversity in the medical profession has been shown to be tied to the quality of health care. According to the AAMC, some studies have shown that when Black patients have Black doctors, there is a positive correlation with reduced infant mortality, increased following of health care instructions, and greater patient satisfaction.[footnoteRef:6] The AAMC also notes that “racial concordance studies illuminate the subtle ways that race affects how patients and doctors communicate and make decisions, regardless of either person’s intent” and that there is an “inclination for people to connect quickly with others who appear to be similar to them”—whether by race, by family socioeconomic background, or by life experiences.[footnoteRef:7] Michael Dill, director of workforce studies at the AAMC, has pointed out the “growing body of evidence” that shows why it is important to diversify the physician workforce in order to make more options available to patients when they choose a doctor.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Boyle, Patrick, “Do Black patients fare getter with Black doctors?” in AAMCNews (June 6, 2023), available at https://www.aamc.org/news/do-black-patients-fare-better-black-doctors.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.] 


CUNY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
CUNY’s 25 institutions (11 senior colleges; seven community colleges; and seven graduate, honors, and professional schools) serve over 233,000 degree and nondegree students.[footnoteRef:9] Its legislatively mandated mission is to provide equal access and opportunity for all students—regardless of ethnicity, race, or gender.[footnoteRef:10] CUNY School of Medicine (CUNY Medicine) was founded in 2016 to address the problems of “a vast and growing shortage of medical professionals—especially primary care physicians and a widening gap in health disparities in minority communities” as well as of the “disproportionate barriers to gaining access to medical schools and professions” that the students from underrepresented backgrounds who could help solve these problems face.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  Mayor’s Office of Operations, Mayor’s Management Report—Fiscal 2024 (September 2024), available at www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2024/MMR-2024-Cover.pdf.]  [10:  New York Education Law, § 6201.]  [11:  CUNY School of Medicine, “The Home of Healers, Leaders, and Scholars” (2024), available at Fact-Sheet.pdf.] 

CUNY Medicine was built on 50 years of success, starting as the Center for Biomedical Education in 1973 and renamed as the Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education (SDSBE) in 1978.[footnoteRef:12] In those years, highly successful high school graduates came to SDSBE for an accelerated five-year curriculum, which covered both bachelor’s degree requirements and traditional preclinical medical requirements.[footnoteRef:13] Those students were then matched with partner medical schools and sent there for their clinical training and the awarding of their M.D. degree.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  CUNY School of Medicine, “Our History,” available at History - CUNY School of Medicine.]  [13:  Id.]  [14:  Id.] 

In 2016, SDSBE expanded its program and became CUNY Medicine, a fully accredited medical school offering a seven-year B.S./M.D. program.[footnoteRef:15] It serves a diverse student population, especially reaching students from underserved communities and students whose racial/ethnic backgrounds are traditionally underrepresented in the medical profession.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Id.]  [16:  Id.] 

CUNY Medicine notes that it trains its students “to understand the social determinants of health, and to eliminate inequities wherever they exist.”[footnoteRef:17] Since its founding, CUNY Medicine has graduated approximately 2,500 students, with 97 percent receiving an M.D. degree and virtually all being matched to a residency program.[footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.] 

Located in Harlem, which is categorized as a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA), CUNY Medicine is the first public medical school to open in NYC since 1860.[footnoteRef:19] About one-quarter of all NYC residents—over 2 million people—live in a designated HPSA and lack sufficient access to medical care.[footnoteRef:20] Furthermore, while about 52 percent of NYC’s population is Black or Latinx), only about 16 percent of NYC’s physicians are Black or Latinx.[footnoteRef:21]  [19:  CUNY School of Medicine, “The Home of Healers,” supra.]  [20:  Id.]  [21:  Id. “Latinx” is the term typically used in CUNY’s statistics.] 

Looking at all CUNY Medicine’s students in Fall 2023, the data show that 58 percent identify as Black or Latinx (though that percentage rises to 68 percent of those matriculating as first-year students in the B.S./M.D. program in 2023) and that 59 percent are second-generation immigrants born in the U.S.[footnoteRef:22] Further, 29 percent are first-generation-to-college students—more than double the 12 percent found in medical schools nationwide.[footnoteRef:23] More than 85 percent qualify for need-based financial aid, such as federal Pell Grants or New York State’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).[footnoteRef:24] Notably, CUNY Medicine continues to be very selective—admitting just 9 percent of first-year applicants to its B.S./M.D. program in 2023—while serving its stated mission of enrolling a diverse student body. [22:  Id.]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.] 

Today, 72 percent of CUNY Medicine’s graduates are practicing in NYC, and 52 percent are serving as primary care physicians.[footnoteRef:25] Just over one-third practice in HPSAs—more than double the percentage of graduates from other New York State medical schools.[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Id.]  [26:  Id.] 

M.S. in Physician Assistant Studies. In addition to the seven-year B.S./M.D. program, CUNY Medicine offers a 28-month program leading to an M.S. in Physician Assistant Studies.[footnoteRef:27] One of the oldest Physician Assistant (PA) programs in the country, it was founded over 50 years ago at Harlem Hospital and has trained generations of students from underrepresented backgrounds to work in underserved and HPSA communities.[footnoteRef:28] Data for the Class of 2024 show that the students are 32 percent Asian, 20 percent African American, 15 percent Hispanic, and 10 percent white.[footnoteRef:29] The program is highly selective, admitting a very small class of students—just 31 for the Class of 2024, or 2.2 percent of those who applied.[footnoteRef:30] In total, the program has graduated over 1,000 PAs, with the overwhelming majority staying in NYC to practice.[footnoteRef:31] [27:  Id.]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  Id.]  [31:  CUNY School of Medicine, “Our History,” supra.] 

Becoming an Independent College. On November 19, 2024, New York State Governor Kathy Hochul announced that CUNY Medicine would become an independent institution, moving from being a constituent school of The City College of New York to being under the auspices of the CUNY Graduate Center.[footnoteRef:32] The move “elevate[d] the school to a graduate-level institution, adding master’s, doctoral and post-graduate residency programs, and align[ed] it with medical schools across the country.”[footnoteRef:33] The press release also noted that CUNY Medicine would continue to use its holistic admissions process, with no Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) scores being required, which would “continue to widen the scope of opportunities available for prospective students.”[footnoteRef:34] CUNY Chancellor Félix Matos Rodríguez commented that “[e]levating the CUNY School of Medicine to a standalone institution will ensure that medical careers and health care services are available to more people from all backgrounds and every community in New York City.”[footnoteRef:35] [32:  New York State, “Governor Hochul Announces CUNY School of Medicine Elevated to Independent College” (November 19, 2024), available at Governor Hochul Announces CUNY School of Medicine Elevated to Independent College | Governor Kathy Hochul.]  [33:  Id.]  [34:  Id.]  [35:  Id.] 


CONCLUSION
The Committee is interested in hearing from CUNY administrators about the transition of CUNY Medicine to an independent institution, including any challenges or successes experienced thus far, and what that means for faculty and students as well as for all New Yorkers. Finally, the Committee seeks an understanding of any role that the City Council might play in supporting CUNY in ensuring the success of CUNY Medicine and its outreach to underrepresented students and underserved communities in NYC.
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