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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Good afternoon.

          3  Welcome to the Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

          4                 My name is Councilwoman Lucy Cruz, I

          5  am the Chair of this Committee, and I am going to

          6  introduce, or allow the Council Members of this

          7  Committee to introduce themselves.

          8                 Starting to my immediate left.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Council Member

         10  Christine Quinn, from Manhattan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Council

         12  Member Angel Rodriguez from Brooklyn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Council

         14  Member Karen Koslowitz from Queens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Council Member

         16  Larry Warden from the Bronx.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: And, again, I want

         18  everyone to know I'm also from the Mainland, the

         19  Bronx.

         20                 To my immediate right, Counsel for

         21  the Committee.

         22                 MR. SMITH: Carl Smith, Legal Counsel

         23  to the Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         24                 MR. ARBELLO: Rick Arbello,

         25  Legislative Policy Analyst to the Committee.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LUCY: God, I want

          3  everybody to know, Rick, I called you Jose. Sorry.

          4                 First of all, let me say welcome

          5  again and thank you for being so patient. There have

          6  been meetings all over the place, and it was a

          7  little late in getting everyone on board.

          8                 We do have other members, such as Al

          9  Stabile, from Queens who is not with us physically,

         10  but he is here in presence, and certainly through

         11  his legislative assistant, and we will be calling on

         12  him to make a statement immediately.

         13                 I believe there is one more member of

         14  this Committee that is on the way and we might get

         15  him before we are finished. If not, I will leave his

         16  vote open.

         17                 Today the Committee on Civil Service

         18  and Labor will consider Intro. 570, this legislation

         19  will provide health benefits to the surviving spouse

         20  and children of Larry Komnick, a dedicated employee

         21  of the Fleet Services Division of the Police

         22  Department who was tragically killed in an accident

         23  during the course of his employment. This Committee

         24  and his Counsel has on several previous occasions

         25  awarded a monetary cash benefit and health benefit
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          2  to the survivors of City employees of the uniformed

          3  forces killed in the line of duty.

          4                 Today's legislation recognizes a

          5  civilian employee of the Police Department and as an

          6  automobile mechanic, the inherent dangerous nature

          7  of his job.

          8                 In the near future this Committee

          9  hopes to consider legislation which would cover all

         10  families of City employees, whether uniformed or

         11  civilian who find themselves in this tragic

         12  situation when their husband or wife goes to work

         13  and never comes home.

         14                 We are going to hear testimony from

         15  Jack Friedman, Local 246, of the Service Employees

         16  Union.

         17                 Jack. And if there are any other

         18  speakers, please sign up and then we will hear from

         19  Council Member Al Stabile.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 MR. FRIEDMAN: You will have to excuse

         22  me, my voice is a little horse right now, I'm going

         23  through a cold. But I am here today on behalf of

         24  Anna Komnick, Councilwoman Lucy Cruz explained the

         25  situation for Local Law 570, and we are basically
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          2  urging the Council. I have spoken before the Council

          3  before the Council Committee, and we are basically

          4  urging the passage of this bill. This bill is to

          5  give the wife of Larry Komnick health insurance for

          6  her and her children. We feel that Larry gave his

          7  life for this City, and the City should give

          8  something back in return for Larry's life, and we

          9  would appreciate that all the Council Members

         10  support this bill and we hope that it will bring a

         11  closure to a very sad situation that our members of

         12  Local 246 and the entire members, the entire people

         13  in Fleet Division of the Motor Transport Division of

         14  the Police Department and Emergency Service Division

         15  where the accident happened will end in a closure

         16  for this family.

         17                 Thank you very much for your support

         18  and this bill, and the little testimony that I have

         19  given you handwritten basically explains what you

         20  really have to know on this bill, and, again, I urge

         21  your support, and thank you for all the help you

         22  have given us.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Are there any questions?
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          2                 Okay, at this time I would like to

          3  hear testimony from Committee Member Al Stabile's

          4  Legislative Assistant.

          5                 Please introduce yourself for the

          6  record. And don't forget, we sent Al -- by the way,

          7  Al is excused. Council Member Stabile threw his knee

          8  out; is that correct?

          9                 MR. LUTZ: Yes. He sends his love and

         10  affection.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Yes, send it back.

         12  That's a lot of love and affection we are sending

         13  back. Okay, thank you.

         14                 MR. LUTZ: My name is Alex Lutz, I am

         15  Councilman Al Stabile's Chief of Staff.  Good

         16  afternoon, Madam Chair, Council Members.

         17                 Councilman Stabile apologizes for not

         18  being here, but he wanted his thoughts made to all

         19  of you that he does support this legislation.

         20                 "Please excuse my absence today. Yet,

         21  while I cannot be here physically, it would be

         22  improper of me not to have my feelings on this issue

         23  heard and recorded for the record. Thank God this

         24  bill is finally being voted on, because it simply

         25  does what is right. It shows that this City takes
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          2  care of its own, that Larry Komnick's service to

          3  this City is remembered even though he is no longer

          4  with us.

          5                 By passing this bill out of Committee

          6  and sending it before the Council, we are easing a

          7  tremendous burden from Larry's widow, Anna and her

          8  two daughters, one of whom is recently engaged. I

          9  have known Anna and her daughters for many years. I

         10  know the struggle she has had to face since Larry's

         11  tragic death. She works part-time at PS 63 in Ozone

         12  Park, literally three blocks away from my district

         13  office. Being part-time the position offers her

         14  little benefits. It has been a struggle both

         15  financially and emotionally for Anna and her

         16  daughters. Larry's death robbed Anna of her soul

         17  mate and closest friend, not to mention the loss to

         18  her daughters, robbed of a loving father at a time

         19  when their adult lives were just beginning.

         20                 Early last month when this Committee

         21  held a hearing on Intro. 570, Anna hoped that a vote

         22  was to be taken. She knew that this bill would one

         23  day be voted on and supported by the Mayor, a

         24  commitment he made to her personally at the

         25  dedication of a plaque at the Emergency Services
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          2  garage, which now proudly bears his name.

          3                 He told her the City would take care

          4  of her, and she responded being a Mets' fan, that

          5  she hoped the Yankees would lose.  Needless to say,

          6  when the vote did not occur, Anna was devastated.

          7  She felt a roadblock had been put up which might

          8  never be removed.

          9                 My assurances to her that this bill

         10  would be voted on before February was what helped

         11  her deal with what she felt was yet another blow

         12  against her, the first being the loss of her

         13  husband.

         14                 Today I want to thank Chairwoman Cruz

         15  for bringing this bill back for a vote in such a

         16  quick period of time.

         17                 I also wish to thank the Mayor and

         18  the Administration for their support of this bill,

         19  which once again sends the clear message that this

         20  City is the greatest in the world, and that we will

         21  always honor, remember and reward all those who

         22  served this City, even when they are no longer with

         23  us.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Lutz, and certainly thank Al Stabile for a very,

          3  very moving statement.

          4                 In case some of us don't, and I think

          5  everyone remembers what this case was about, and I

          6  really don't even want to start to elaborate on it,

          7  but we want, this Committee wants to extend, again,

          8  our love to Anna, congratulations to her daughter on

          9  her engagement, and it was something that had never

         10  been lost in this Committee, we were committed to

         11  it, it was just a matter of waiting for the right

         12  time to do it, and I'm glad that we're able to move

         13  forward with this.

         14                 So, hearing no one else, I would like

         15  to call a roll call, please.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Cruz.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

          3  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative,

          4  and is still open.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you. I am

          6  sure that this will receive additional support,

          7  which is appropriate, and with that, thank you, and

          8  have a wonderful afternoon. This meeting stands

          9  adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 1:58 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of February 2001.
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