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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING, MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: If we could come

          3  to order, please, we're going to start the

          4  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          5  Maritime Uses.

          6                 This is the recessed meeting of

          7  yesterday, June 1st, today is June 2nd.  We will

          8  continue our meeting, the topics will be Land Use

          9  445 in Manhattan Community Board #1, a landmark

         10  preservation designation of the New York Times

         11  Building in Council Member Freed's District, and

         12  Land Use 447 and 448 in Queens Community Boards 9,

         13  10, and 12, application submitted by the Department

         14  of City-wide Administrative Services, pursuant to

         15  Section 197-C of the New York City Charter, for the

         16  disposition of property to the Port of Authority of

         17  New York and New Jersey, and subsequent acquisition

         18  and disposition to the Port of Authority of various

         19  properties generally located between the

         20  Metropolitan Transportation Authority's Long Island

         21  Railroad, Jamaica Station and John F. Kennedy

         22  International Airport, and between John F. Kennedy

         23  International Airport and the MTA's New York City

         24  Transit, Howard Beach Station to facilitate the

         25  construction of a light-rail transit.
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          2                 We heard hours of public testimony

          3  yesterday, we raised many, many questions.  We're

          4  joined today by Subcommittee members and the Chair

          5  of the Land Use Committee, June Eisland is to my

          6  left.  We're joined by Subcommittee Members Michael

          7  J. Abel on the far left from Queens, to my right,

          8  Council Member Adolfo Carrion, Jr., of the Bronx,

          9  Council Member Bill Perkins is somewhere in the room

         10  from Manhattan, and sitting in as well as the Deputy

         11  Majority Leader, Archie Spigner from Queens, and

         12  Council Member McCaffrey lurking behind me, who is a

         13  member of the Land Use Committee, as is Council

         14  Member Spigner.

         15                 We want to hear, based on the

         16  questions raised yesterday from representatives of

         17  the Port of Authority, of the Metropolitan

         18  Transportation Authority, and the Long Island

         19  Railroad, which is part of the MTA, so if you folks

         20  could approach the witness table, and tell us any

         21  revelations we haven't seen in this project yet?

         22  Identify yourself for the record, please?

         23                 MR. WARD:  Sure.  My name is Chris

         24  Ward.  I'm Chief of Planning and External Affairs

         25  for the Port of Authority.
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Mark Shaw, Executive

          3  Director of the MTA.

          4                 MR. WARD:  Mr. Chairman, thank you,

          5  again, for having the Port of Authority here today.

          6  The purpose of my brief testimony is to clarify and

          7  reiterate the Port of Authority's overall commitment

          8  to this project, particularly as it relates to the

          9  series of issues which were raised by the Council.

         10                 I think first and foremost, I would

         11  like to speak to the regional and Port of

         12  Authority's commitment to ensure the systems

         13  capability with the regional rail system.

         14  Specifically, the Port of Authority required that

         15  the Air Rail Consortium, the contractor who is

         16  building the Air Train, design and construct our

         17  system using standard railroad gage, dual railway

         18  track, conventional third rail current, platform

         19  height consistent with the MTA, and a guideway

         20  capable of handling a vehicle that it can operate on

         21  the MTA's system.

         22                 This one- seat ride commitment was

         23  embodied in the agreement between the Governor, the

         24  Mayor, the MTA, and the Port of Authority.  This is

         25  a project which will finally link Kennedy Airport to
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          2  Manhattan.  The Port of Authority is fully committed

          3  to cooperating in whatever fashion is necessary for

          4  the MTA successful design and implementation of the

          5  one- seat ride.

          6                 I think this was acknowledged

          7  yesterday, the development of the Air Train project

          8  will be one of the critical links to the final

          9  establishment of that seamless transition from

         10  Manhattan to Kennedy Airport.

         11                 There were a number of series of

         12  issues also raised by this Committee and Council

         13  members in general, with regard to baggage, and as

         14  you can see behind me there are a series of

         15  renderings in terms of what these Air Train

         16  facilities will look like, and I think you will

         17  agree that they represent an aviation like

         18  atmosphere and one that will provide a level of

         19  customer service commensurate with Kennedy Airport.

         20                 But we did hear from you yesterday in

         21  particular about baggage check- in, and I think we

         22  would like to reiterate the commitment that we made

         23  yesterday that the Jamaica Station is designed to

         24  handle baggage handling capability, and we will

         25  develop a baggage handling system in concert with
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          2  the airline in the FAA which would allow passengers

          3  arriving at Jamaica to transverse the station either

          4  on a people mover or through the mezzanine and check

          5  their bag.  Again, we will replicating the system

          6  that you heard from yesterday at Heathrow, where you

          7  will have multiple counters allowing maximum

          8  customer service from a variety of airlines, so that

          9  we will get the maximum number of participants at

         10  that baggage check- in.   This is a commitment that

         11  the Port of Authority is making and reiterating,

         12  again, today.

         13                 To clarify further, the concept of

         14  baggage handling will be built upon the Air Rail

         15  Link, so that bags either on the car that you are

         16  taking to the train will be placed in a secure area

         17  on that train, or if necessary, no later than the

         18  second train.  As we discussed yesterday this will

         19  provide both the level of security for airport

         20  purposes, and also allow the shortest amount of time

         21  for the passenger in term of advance check- in.

         22                 One of the other issues, which is

         23  directly related to how we are responding to baggage

         24  handling is, in fact, the capacity of passengers to

         25  move with ease in and around the Jamaica Station.
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          2  And we heard, again, from the Council some concerns

          3  that you had with regard to passengers, perhaps

          4  carrying bags and not being able to avail themselves

          5  of an ease of transfer.  For that reason, we have

          6  looked very carefully at this project and can now

          7  make a further commitment based on the issues that

          8  were raised that we will be able to install a larger

          9  and faster elevator to allow the ease of transfer

         10  from the subway level to the mezzanine level and

         11  then finally up to the Long Island Railroad level.

         12  Those elevators will be larger and faster.

         13                 Moreover, we also heard that there

         14  was concerns about moving from the subway or Long

         15  Island Railroad system over to Air Train and would

         16  it be possible to have some form of people mover to

         17  allow people who had heavier bags to make that

         18  albeit short trip in a faster, easier fashion?

         19  Again, we have looked at the engineering of the

         20  overall Jamaica Station and we will commit here

         21  today, based on the design requirements of that

         22  facility to incorporate a people mover, so that if

         23  you are traversing from the elevator up to mezzanine

         24  or even, if possible, a third level, you will be

         25  able to take a people mover for ease of transfer.
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          2                 I think all of these commitments are

          3  reflective of Bob Boyle's comments yesterday that

          4  this is a project which will only be developed in

          5  partnership.  You have looked for the commitments

          6  associated with making this project better, we're

          7  here to reiterate those commitments.  This is the

          8  first step to a one seat ride.  At the time that

          9  that study is completed, the MTA, we will work with

         10  the MTA to design and implement their

         11  recommendations.  We are providing a level of

         12  service and capacity at Jamaica Station which will

         13  be new, bigger, faster elevators, with a people

         14  mover, and moreover, we will have a baggage handling

         15  capability which is commensurate with a first class

         16  facility that Kennedy Airport will be in the next

         17  millennium.

         18                 That concludes my brief statement.

         19  Mark Shore is available.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Mr. Shore.

         21                 MR. SHAW:  I just wanted to reiterate

         22  that a conversation we had a little bit yesterday

         23  and to talk about the importance of that from Day 1

         24  on this project, the Port of Authority and the MTA

         25  have been working together on the project, the point
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          2  being to ensure that all the steps are taken with

          3  regard to the Air Train Project that is currently be

          4  done by the Port of Authority are consistent with

          5  and will allow for a eventual one seat ride to the

          6  airports.

          7                 I don't want to mislead people to

          8  believing that this is the one- seat ride.  It is a

          9  separate issue, the point being that the

         10  coordination that we have done in this project will

         11  allow us to move in that direction, and everything

         12  we are doing at this point will keep those options

         13  open as the MTA continues that study.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Let me just

         15  introduce some members who have arrived, and then I

         16  have a couple of questions. We're joined by Council

         17  Member Jerome O'Donovan of Staten Island, member of

         18  the Land Use Committee.  We're also joined by

         19  Council Member Alfonso Stabile who represents the

         20  Howard Beach Station from Queens, and Council Member

         21  James Oddo from Staten Island.

         22                 Tell me about the moving sidewalk in

         23  the walkway now, operationally how is that going to

         24  happen?  And, oh, I'm sorry, Council Member White

         25  has joined us as well from Queens.  We originally
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          2  saw a walkway where the passengers from the Long

          3  Island Railroad would intermingle with people going

          4  from the E, the J, and the Z, and from the subway,

          5  MTA subway system onto the Air Train, what is going

          6  to happen now?

          7                 MR. WARD:  I think I will ask Bob

          8  Davidson to perhaps to give - -

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  You have two

         10  schematics.

         11                 MR. WARD:  We have two schematics.

         12  The first schematic, Bob, if you wanted to come up,

         13  the first schematic is a concept plan.   As I said,

         14  excuse me, make sure we have all the boards in

         15  place.  We have provided to the Council two

         16  potential design options for the people mover.  The

         17  first one, here on my left, is on the mezzanine

         18  level of the Long Island Railroad System today.  It

         19  is allowing us to expand that mezzanine level and

         20  provide a walkway, which would take you from the

         21  elevator servicing the MTA systems, whether it's the

         22  subway, up, out of the subway system, to the

         23  mezzanine level.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Which would be

         25  above Long Island Railroad tracks?
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          2                 MR. WARD:  Correct.  And then exiting

          3  the elevator, the orange portion of the design you

          4  will see, is the people mover which would take you

          5  across over the top of all the Long Island Railroad

          6  subway tracks, and then connecting into the baggage

          7  handling area of the Air Train.  And looking at that

          8  system, we have coordinated, as Tom Pendergast has

          9  mentioned yesterday, the issues associated with the

         10  level of service at that facility, and while it is

         11  technically feasible, we looked at another further

         12  option, which we think, at this stage, may present

         13  some better alternatives to make sure that the

         14  intermingling and given how busy that station is,

         15  that we're able to separate the traveling public in

         16  a way which doesn't cause congestion, as Long Island

         17  Railroad passengers are perhaps moving from one

         18  platform to another to connect an extra train.

         19                 Again, this is shown over here on my

         20  left, the portion in the orange on the right is the

         21  elevator, again, taking you up out of the subway

         22  system, the larger, faster elevators. There would be

         23  two exits, the first exit would be, again, on the

         24  Long Island Railroad mezzanine, or if you so chose,

         25  you could walk with your bags or without your bags
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          2  across that platform all the way to the Air Train

          3  baggage handling system.  That would be an option if

          4  as many New Yorkers are, want to do it as quickly as

          5  they can, perhaps by running, but we wanted to be

          6  able to provide a level of service which would

          7  separate that.  So working, again, and I need to be

          8  very clear about this, working within the envelope

          9  of the designed facility so as not to effect in any

         10  way the ULURP application in the action before you,

         11  we have elevators, I'm sorry, we have extended the

         12  elevator up to a third level now, and established a

         13  walkway across the top, underneath the canopy of the

         14  overall facility, separating the Long Island

         15  Railroad passengers as they are coming up off that

         16  mezzanine, and having a dedicated people mover, as

         17  you can see the boxes on either end of the people

         18  mover are, in fact, the machinery which drives, in a

         19  sense, the belt, which then would them all the way

         20  across from right to left. Again, then they would

         21  move and be back into another elevator, a large,

         22  faster elevator that we had before, which could take

         23  you down to the baggage handling area.

         24                 So in a sense we have provided two

         25  options, both of them are engineering and design
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          2  feasible.  We think it is determined now by what is

          3  the appropriate level of service for both of our

          4  constituents, Long Island Railroad and Air Train,

          5  and you have our commitment that the optimum people

          6  mover will be implemented in this project.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  On the first

          8  option that you described, you would come off the

          9  elevator and you would be, you presented it, you

         10  would be coming off the elevator and couldn't decide

         11  whether you were going to Paris or Pacchogue, that

         12  you would have the option of either walking, in

         13  effect, the walk lane to get to the appropriate

         14  platform of the Long Island Railroad.

         15                 MR. WARD:  Correct.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Or the people

         17  mover, which would be, in effect, the express lane,

         18  I guess.

         19                 MR. WARD:  Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  And I would

         21  assume that operationally you would have to keep the

         22  people mover flushed to a wall to facilitate the

         23  interchanged of tracks at Jamaica that everyone

         24  changes out of Jamaica?

         25                 MR. WARD:  Yes, Bob, maybe you should
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          2  just show exactly how we incorporated that into the

          3  mezzanine so that you will see that that issue is

          4  addressed.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Why don't you

          6  talk into a microphone so that we get on the record?

          7    You can pick up one of these, I think it will move

          8  over.

          9                 MR. DAVIDSON:  If you look at the

         10  plan, the elevators that are coming from subway

         11  mezzanine will allow you to arrive on the new

         12  mezzanine bridge.  There you will be presented with

         13  a couple of options, you can either walk directly

         14  along the mezzanine in a southern direction and

         15  arrive at this point.  Chris, if you could just take

         16  that plan down for a second?  And arrive at this

         17  point, and what you're looking at is an image of the

         18  entrance to the Air Train lobby, or you can move on

         19  the moving walkway, which is now proposed to be

         20  located directly adjacent to the five elevators that

         21  are coming from the Long Island Railroad platform

         22  zone, which allows us, once we expand a little bit

         23  in the eastern direction to create two 15- foot pure

         24  circulation lengths for passengers to walk and for

         25  passengers whether they're railroad or Air Train
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          2  passengers to move up from the platforms or

          3  transfer.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  I didn't know if

          5  you could do that under the current application?

          6  Okay, let me note that Council Member Leffler,

          7  member of the Land Use Committee from Queens is

          8  here, and I want to call Council Member Perkins, a

          9  Subcommittee member who has a question.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you,

         11  Mr. Chairman. Good morning.  I have a few concerns

         12  primarily related to the folks that were in

         13  attendance yesterday who are not happy about the

         14  project.  And I want to be clear about efforts that

         15  are being made to relieve some of the pain that they

         16  are obviously experiencing and anticipating as a

         17  result of this particular project.  And in that

         18  regard, you know, what I heard related to the issues

         19  in terms of the quality of life, in terms of their

         20  property, in terms of certain type of assurances to

         21  say the least, but I know that there must have been

         22  some conversations, negotiations with them, as well

         23  as some of the religious leaders that were in

         24  attendance yesterday about some of these concerns.

         25  And I just want to, for the record, have a
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          2  conversation, you know, about that so that we're

          3  clear exactly how those concerns are being

          4  addressed.

          5                 MR. WARD:  Sure, and I appreciate the

          6  question, because at the outset the Port of

          7  Authority recognized that it would in fact be a

          8  community- based project.  We're dealing with three

          9  Community Boards and the level of construction in

         10  project, it was important to hear what the community

         11  was concerned about and  -

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Again, let

         13  me just interrupt for a second.  I primarily want

         14  relates thought, the homeowners that are not in

         15  agreement.  I know about the Boards and others that

         16  have been satisfied, and I'm glad to hear that

         17  efforts and success has been made as far as those

         18  folks are concerned, but I'm really concerned about

         19  those who were in attendance yesterday that are not

         20  happy right at this point.

         21                 MR. WARD:  Sure, let me go right to

         22  probably the primary issue that each one of them

         23  speak to which is concern of their property, and

         24  will the construction end up impacting their

         25  property, and is their a mechanism for the Port of
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          2  Authority to ensure, should there be some type of

          3  damage, whether it's a water main or utility

          4  connection, which is damaged as a result of the

          5  construction of this project, will they in fact be

          6  impacted by that in a negative way.  And we took

          7  that very, very seriously, and as we discussed

          8  yesterday, we have developed a fast- track insurance

          9  program, which literally has 24 hours a day, a

         10  manned hotline, plus a person in the field who is

         11  overseeing the construction project throughout the

         12  construction period for a direct liaison.  As soon

         13  as issue has been identified by a homeowner,

         14  directly from the construction site, a person will

         15  leave, go and inspect that particular piece of

         16  damage, again, whether it is utility or water

         17  related.  It will be repaired, the Port of Authority

         18  will be responsible for processing the insurance

         19  claim so that the necessary reimbursements are made

         20  from the insurance company, so that the homeowner

         21  will not have to spend any time leaving home or

         22  perhaps even work in filing insurance information or

         23  taking unnecessary time off.  It will be a seamless

         24  program both in terms of notification, in terms of

         25  response, in terms of repair, and in terms of the
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          2  necessary documentation for insurance purposes.

          3                 We have had and sponsored a series of

          4  very small community- based meetings with these

          5  homeowners walking through exactly how that program

          6  works, every single homeowner has received a

          7  notification and this fast- track insurance plan,

          8  every single one of them has been invited to one of

          9  these small meetings to work through that whole

         10  program.

         11                 Second, one of the issues that the

         12  homeowners are very concerned about is what are the

         13  secondary traffic impacts during construction on the

         14  service road as it relates to both their homes, and

         15  in many cases their driveway.  The concern is that

         16  without a traffic management plan, road, cars and

         17  trucks will be diverted, blocking their ease of

         18  access in and out of their homes. As Sam Schwartz

         19  detailed yesterday, there is a traffic plan to

         20  specifically address that issue.  One of the key

         21  components of that will be signal timing coordinated

         22  with the Department of Transportation as it relates

         23  to the street lights on the service road, so you do

         24  not get any backup.  Should there be an incident on

         25  the Van Wyck, I think as the Council heard
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          2  yesterday, there is a comprehensive plan to ensure

          3  that the Van Wyck maintains its level of service

          4  during peak periods for mobility.  We recognize,

          5  however, that in New York that accidents and

          6  incidents do happen, that is why we have a state-

          7  of- the- art response system which include, as Sam

          8  Schwartz detailing yesterday, instantaneous

          9  notification of incidents, a response team on the

         10  ground with tow trucks being able to pull any

         11  damaged or disabled vehicles out of the roadway so

         12  that you do not get any of those secondary impacts

         13  on the service road.

         14                 And then finally, I think, as any

         15  homeowner would be concerned, the issue is what will

         16  this do to the quality of life of my neighborhood,

         17  and what will this present itself as a public works

         18  project in my community?  We, again, have worked

         19  closely with both the Community Boards and the

         20  adjacent homeowners to design a Van Wyck

         21  beautification plan which will return the Van Wyck,

         22  particularly in and around the homeowner on the

         23  service road and the sidewalks, return that right of

         24  way in a fashion which will be beautified, enhanced

         25  through both plantings, trees, guard rails,
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          2  eliminating the cyclone fences that are there now,

          3  and beginning to return, or in a sense, extend the

          4  beautification which has occurred at Kennedy

          5  Airport, all the way down the Van Wyck to Jamaica

          6  Station.

          7                 This will do two things, one, we

          8  think it will enhance the quality of the

          9  neighborhood and we're working at ways that can be

         10  specific to certain communities, but it will also

         11  allow us to address some of the visual issues as it

         12  relates to the elevated structure and provide some

         13  blockage in terms of trees.  We think this has been

         14  a comprehensive response to the community, it is one

         15  that doesn't end today, it's one that is going to

         16  have to go out throughout the entire project, but

         17  from the insurance plan to the highway plan to the

         18  beautification.  We think it starts at today's

         19  impact and goes through the entire life of the

         20  project.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  One of the

         22  concerns is the, you know, the construction noise

         23  and dust and stuff that is inevitable as a result of

         24  all of this work.  How much time will any individual

         25  homeowner have to sort of suffer the inconvenience
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          2  in the lifetime of this particular project?

          3                 MR. WARD:  First, let me call Tony

          4  Crochiolo to give you the precise time, but let me

          5  say, one of the things that we have bedeviled in

          6  this project is the notion that we will be driving

          7  piles at night, we will not be driving piles at

          8  night. Second, - -

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  When will

         10  you be driving them?

         11                 MR. WARD:  During the day.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  And what is

         13  that time frame mean to you?

         14                 MR. WARD:  Before, let me just also

         15  say, one of the other key issues is that the dust

         16  suppression systems is built into our project plan

         17  so that you do not have the kind of airborne

         18  problems that you were speaking of.  But, this is

         19  Anthony Crochiolo, who is the Engineering Manager of

         20  the Air Train Project.

         21                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Good morning,

         22  Councilman.  To answer your question, the contractor

         23  will be taking it in phases, but at any given point,

         24  for example, the pile driving, he will only be in

         25  front of an area, let's say a one- block area for
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          2  about two weeks to complete that work, then he will

          3  move on down the highway working that pile driving

          4  down the highway into a different section. Probably

          5  a month or two will go by and then the next phase of

          6  the work, which will take another two to three

          7  weeks, which is to erect his form work and his

          8  reinforcing steel and pour the columns, that will

          9  occur over a couple of weeks.  And then, again, the

         10  work will move down the highway, and then a third

         11  phase, which is bringing in the erection truss,

         12  which will essentially be a steel truss that will

         13  span from column to column, and these columns are

         14  about 130 feet apart, and then at night he will

         15  erect the precast sections of concrete box girder,

         16  that will take about two weeks, again, past any

         17  given residential area taken out a block or two at a

         18  time, and that will move on.

         19                 So probably over a six- month period,

         20  you're talking about maybe three times, two to three

         21  week periods when any given homeowner would actually

         22  see construction in front of their house.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  That is a

         24  lot of choice for a lot of noise in construction.

         25  But the so- called, Mr. Chairman, I just have
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          2  another.  The so- called noise, dust suppression

          3  system, what is that?

          4                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Well the contractor

          5  will be required at all times to keep dust down.  He

          6  does that by wetting down the area, for example.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Well it's

          8  just what they normally do, just wet it down, I

          9  thought you had some new technology to suppress

         10  dust.

         11                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  No, no, no, he will -

         12   -

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Maybe we

         14  hadn't experienced it - -

         15                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  No, no, no, he will

         16  wet down the area as necessary to keep the dust

         17  down.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay, so it

         19  is a wet down system.  And the final thing is,

         20  inevitably every time there is major construction,

         21  things happen that we don't anticipate, things get

         22  slowed down, or noisier, or dustier, or whatever.

         23  What is in place for those sort of ongoing dialogue

         24  and negotiations and fixing up of unanticipated

         25  problems, particularly for those homeowners that are
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          2  going to be the ones suffering this experience in

          3  that area?

          4                 MR. WARD:  Well, I think one of the

          5  very productive outcomes of the Community Board

          6  process was the establishment of Task Force Liaisons

          7  from both homeowners and Community Boards to address

          8  those very issues.  So, one, information is provided

          9  so that they know if there has been a change, that

         10  we can discuss with them how we are going address

         11  those changes, and what would then be the schedule.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  That

         13  includes the homeowners that are not in support.

         14                 MR. WARD:  Correct.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

         16  very much, Mr. Chairman, thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you

         18  Council Member Perkins.  Council Member Stabile, did

         19  you have something you wanted to ask?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE:  Yes, I don't

         21  know your name, I'm sorry?

         22                 MR. WARD:  Chris Ward.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE:  Chris, in

         24  reality aren't we going to be sending crews out

         25  taking pictures of any property that is close to the
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          2  construction where we will be working, we will be

          3  working adjacent to their property we will be taking

          4  pictures of their foundations to make sure that the

          5  pile driving not cracking it, we will be taking

          6  inside pictures if we have to, we will be taking

          7  pictures of fencing, we will taking pictures of

          8  shrubbery; am I correct on that?

          9                 MR. WARD:  You are correct on that,

         10  sorry I didn't mention it.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE:  On the other

         12  point, Community Board #10, I represent two of the

         13  three Boards that voted for this project, the third

         14  Board that voted is Community Board #9, which Archie

         15  represents.  We had a mixed feeling at the Board,

         16  but when the presentation was made and Chuck came

         17  out with his people and started making a lot, one of

         18  the things that was brought into was this Advisory

         19  Committee that would be on- hands, on almost a daily

         20  basis to make recommendations to try to work with

         21  the Port of Authority to any unforeseen problems

         22  that we do have.

         23                 Now to my colleague about dust, many

         24  years ago, the City of New York used to use motor

         25  oil to lay down to control dust, and that was before
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          2  anyone ever realized that motor oil was toxic and

          3  they used it at every landfill and every roadway,

          4  every time they had a problem they threw motor oil,

          5  that was the way of correcting dust problems.

          6                 On the other hand, I want to ask you,

          7  what is basically the time frame on this from the

          8  day, Mr. Shore, I heard a remark made yesterday and

          9  I'm not too clear about it, from the day we drop the

         10  shovel to actually a completion stage, how many

         11  years are we talking?

         12                 MR. SHAW:  I will answer that.  We're

         13  talking, starting on the Van Wyck, from the point we

         14  start on the Van Wyck, on the Jamaica section, we're

         15  talking in total four years, but, in fact, the heavy

         16  construction is two and one- half years, 30 months.

         17  The completion, once the guideway is in place, the

         18  work will be done from the top of the guideway to

         19  put the track in, to put the communication cables

         20  in, so the impacts on the highway will be minimal,

         21  if at all.  So for 30 months, approximately two and

         22  one half years, we will actually be impacting the

         23  highway with the heavy construction.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE:  Okay.  On

         25  the last note, we hear a lot of, the opposition that
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          2  was here yesterday talking about against this, a lot

          3  of the opposition that we hear may not, looks like

          4  some of the information from this Committee with

          5  some of the Committee members may not be aware of,

          6  it is also opposition from everything called a Q-

          7  Rail, which has been the one who is handing out

          8  these T- shirts and everything else, who has been a

          9  main opponent, against this, because they felt, I

         10  want you to understand something, and I would like

         11  other Committee members to understand this, Mr.

         12  Perkins also, a lot of the opposition was that they

         13  could not understand why we didn't want to enhance

         14  this Q- Rail.  If you walk this Q- Rail, if you see,

         15  we just had to put netting up because it is

         16  literally falling down on the streets.  So a lot of

         17  the hollering, screaming and the protesting wasn't

         18  mainly against this project.  In reality a lot of it

         19  was they couldn't get their project on the board, so

         20  there this bitter grapes, and that is a lot of it

         21  that I see in my district.  Plus I benefit

         22  enormously because I have a new train station that

         23  is coming to Howard Beach that is so needed, it's

         24  something that I think is a big plus for my

         25  constituency and all the constituency that use that
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          2  from the Rockaways to Broad Channel to Howard Beach

          3  to Ozone Park, Woodhaven, use that train station.

          4  So that is one of the reasons that I was very much

          5  for it.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MR. WARD:  Thank you very much,

          8  Councilman.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:   We're joined by

         10  Council Member Julia Harrison from Queens.  Council

         11  Member Carrion with a question.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Thank you,

         13  Mr. Chairman. I think a lot of the issues

         14  surrounding the process and mitigating the impact

         15  are, obviously, very important because they are of

         16  immediate concern to the people who are there.  The

         17  rest of us who don't live on the Van Wyck Expressway

         18  and who sort of look at our City in terms of its

         19  economy and its competitive position, and look at

         20  our airport facilities, vis- a- vis, their

         21  competitive position, come back to this question

         22  that I'm sure most of New Yorkers who are not living

         23  around the construction site are thinking about,

         24  which is that one- seat ride, which is the ultimate

         25  goal.  Are we going to get there, and yesterday I
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          2  asked Mr. Shore, the Executive Director of the MTA,

          3  about that issue, and he mentioned, and we talked

          4  about time line, what we can we tell the City of New

          5  York and the people of the region about a time line,

          6  and the figure of 15 to 20 years came out, which I

          7  think was very important.  It was also very telling

          8  the reaction that Mr. Shore got from the audience.

          9  And we, obviously, all toiled over this, you know,

         10  we're making a significant public investment, and we

         11  have been lobbied from every angle, probably in more

         12  than most cases, because it is such a large

         13  investment, such a large public decision that we're

         14  making.

         15                 We recognize the severity of this

         16  decision on so many levels.  And I would like to

         17  hear both from the MTA, from Mr. Shore and from

         18  Chris Ward of the Port of Authority about what can

         19  you tell New Yorkers today, just before we cast our

         20  vote about the major steps that will get us to the

         21  one- seat ride, real, clear, steps?  The route of

         22  the one- seat ride or the routes, and an estimated

         23  cost to the rest of us taxpayers, for all of us

         24  taxpayers, you're included, obviously?

         25                 MR. SHAW:  I just want to put this on
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          2  a little bit perspective.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Thank you.

          4                 MR. SHAW:  Because you are asking a

          5  serious question, and I believed I tried to answer

          6  in a serious manner yesterday, despite some of the

          7  reaction.  The context is that everything that is

          8  being done in the current project by the Port of

          9  Authority on the Air Train has been and is

         10  coordinated with the MTA so that as best as possible

         11  it leaves open as many options as possible for a

         12  one- seat ride in the future.  And at the same time

         13  the project takes a number of steps that lead toward

         14  it.

         15                 But the project by itself does not

         16  deliver a one seat ride, is not designed to deliver

         17  a one- seat ride.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  By the way,

         19  let me just interrupt, I think that is important for

         20  everybody, for the public to understand it.

         21                 MR. SHAW:  And it is important to

         22  understand because it is exactly what we did here.

         23  We were cognizant of the fact that there is a lot of

         24  interest in the one- seat ride.  The MTA, you know,

         25  loves the idea of a one- seat ride, the MTA loves
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          2  the idea of hooking up mass transit to the airports,

          3  whether through the Air Train or the eventual one-

          4  seat ride, it's a good thing for the MTA, it's a

          5  good thing for the region, and that is why from Day

          6  1 coordinated this project so that everything in

          7  this project as much as possible is designed so that

          8  it leads us there.

          9                 That being said, this project by

         10  itself doesn't get us there.  There are a number of

         11  other things that have to take place that take a

         12  number of years, and it depresses to the comments of

         13  yesterday of the 15 to 20.  The simplest way to

         14  understand it is there are three basic issues.  One

         15  is there are a number of Federal FAA issues, there

         16  are a number of labor issues, and then, the third

         17  one in the capacity issues.  And the capacity issues

         18  and dealing with them take a lot of the time.  The

         19  other issues are probably more complicated and raise

         20  a number of issues that need to be looked at, but

         21  the capacity issue is the one that is going to take

         22  the most time because it involves the building of

         23  infrastructure, of which this is one piece of it.

         24                 The other major piece of

         25  infrastructure is the capacity on the East River
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          2  Tunnels, there is a project underway right now by

          3  the MTA and Long Island Railroad to have East Side

          4  access for the Long Island Railroad.  That project

          5  will provide the capacity under the East River

          6  Tunnels to work toward a one- seat ride.  That

          7  project is scheduled to be done in 2010, that is

          8  what gets the first 10 years.

          9                 In addition to that, there is also

         10  then an infrastructure need that needs to be looked

         11  at and we're looking at it, at this point, which is

         12  from the East River Tunnels to Jamaica. Right now

         13  that is a four- track system, there are some parts

         14  of that infrastructure that have the right of way to

         15  allow for a six- track system, not all the way back

         16  to Jamaica, but it's out there, that is being

         17  studied to get the capacity level to get you all the

         18  way to Jamaica, thus allowing for the eventual one-

         19  seat ride.

         20                 Those infrastructure issues take

         21  years to do, the East River access one is in our

         22  current five- year plan in terms of planning, it's

         23  going to be going into construction in our next

         24  five- year plan, it will get done around 2010.  The

         25  other capacity issues from the tunnels to Jamaica,
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          2  you know, are still in the planning stages, and

          3  would be the next step after that.  Adding the

          4  pieces together that is where you get the eventual

          5  15 to 20 years.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  And the

          7  cost, I mean, you could estimate it.

          8                 MR. SHAW:  At this point, I would

          9  just be picking a number out of the hat, I think

         10  that wouldn't provide, you know, any advance of the

         11  issue, I don't think it's - -

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Somebody

         13  said $7 billion, but I don't know.

         14                 MR. SHAW:  I will leave that for

         15  somebody to say then.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Okay.

         17                 MR. WARD:  If I may, maybe I can

         18  follow- up with that, because I think this has been

         19  an issue which, obviously, the Port of Authority is

         20  very concerned about, and one is, I think we have

         21  tried to get across, was built into our project.

         22  But this region and this Council should understand

         23  that the system that we have designed in many ways,

         24  the system replicated the success stories at

         25  Heathrow Airport, replicating the success stories
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          2  that people talk to us about in Chicago, a national

          3  airport, is fundamentally a transportation solution

          4  for this region as well. It will allow passengers

          5  from Midtown on the Long Island Railroad, from Lower

          6  Manhattan on the A Train, from the neighborhoods of

          7  Queens, Brooklyn, the Bronx, the Upper East Side, to

          8  use the existing transportation system we have today

          9  in an optimal fashion to access Kennedy Airport, and

         10  that like the Paddington Station system as part of

         11  Heathrow Express it is connectivity which joins all

         12  of New York City together.

         13                 The one- seat ride, while a goal

         14  which is critical for central Manhattan and the

         15  business community is the next step, but if we lose

         16  sight of the breath of the transportation

         17  connections that this Air Train system will bring,

         18  we lose sight of all of the people who need to get

         19  to Kennedy Airport.  So I want to emphasize that

         20  while we are committed working with the MTA to make

         21  sure that one- seat ride is possible, that this

         22  system, like the Heathrow System is intended to meet

         23  the needs of all the five boroughs in the region as

         24  whole, because it connects to other transportation

         25  option.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Thank you,

          3  Mr. Chairman.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  We're joined by

          5  Subcommittee Member Priscilla Wooten of Brooklyn and

          6  Land Use Committee Members Guillermo Linares of

          7  Manhattan, and Larry Warden of the Bronx. Council

          8  Member Leffler with a question.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  Yes, I will

         10  try to be brief, since I know this was going on

         11  since after six yesterday. In response to Council

         12  Member Perkins' questions with respect to impact on

         13  the immediate community you addressed the noise

         14  issue briefly, but I wasn't sure fully adequately, I

         15  think what you said was that the pile drive would

         16  only occur on each block for about two to three

         17  weeks.

         18                 MR. WARD:  Correct.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  I also have

         20  in front of me the City Planning Commission

         21  Resolution with respect to noise, which is rather

         22  brief on page 11.  What assurances do we have that

         23  all noise abatement possibilities, in fact, are

         24  being implemented?

         25                 MR. WARD:  Again, let me ask Tony
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          2  Crochiolo to join me to give you some more detail on

          3  how we are addressing the noise issue.

          4                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  We're requiring as

          5  part of our contract, our contract is to follow all

          6  New York City Noise regulations.  Now there will be

          7  some work at night, and that is where the noise

          8  becomes the most critical.  He is required to muffle

          9  all equipment, to meet those noise requirements.

         10  There will, obviously, construction is noisy, there

         11  is no way we can avoid that, but he must meet the

         12  requirements that the City, DOT, has for noise at

         13  night and during the day.  The pile driving will, in

         14  fact, be done only during the day, and that is the

         15  noisiest construction.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  When you say

         17  meet New York City standards, I'm not sure that I

         18  have found New York City's noise standards compare

         19  with possibly more stringent standards elsewhere in

         20  the country.  So that is why I said are you using

         21  all of the best, you know, possibilities,

         22  technologies to abate the noise?

         23                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Yes, we will.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  You are?

         25                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  We will and we're
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          2  looking at some of the items with the contractor

          3  right now to see what we can do. There are certain

          4  regulations, for example, that OSHA, for example,

          5  requires vehicles backing up with, you know,

          6  signals.  We're looking at those items right now to

          7  see what we can do to bring some of those noise

          8  levels down and still meet the safety requirements

          9  of OSHA.

         10                 MR. WARD:  If I may, Councilman, let

         11  me also ask Paul Bachus, who is specifically

         12  responsible for this aspect of the project to give

         13  you, perhaps, a little more detail?

         14                 MR. BACHUS:  I'm Paul Bachus,

         15  Engineer on the Airport Access Program.  In addition

         16  to meet the City requirements, we also put special

         17  requirements in on vibration.  The City requirements

         18  on vibration did not address the concerns of the

         19  homeowners about their house.  So we have a special

         20  section in the contract to simply prepared to

         21  address that vibration, we have a noise and

         22  vibration program monitoring program going on to

         23  both ensure an inherent adherence to those criteria

         24  both noise and vibration, but particular attention

         25  was paid to vibration because of the pile driving.
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          2                 Does that answer your question, Sir?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  Well, just

          4  briefly, I assume that there are people all along

          5  the Van Wyck with old houses, that don't have, you

          6  know, full house air conditioning, and then on days

          7  like today and months such as we're going to go

          8  into, leave some windows open in some rooms, at

          9  least.  What is life like, going to be like for

         10  people like that?  I mean, I myself, think that if I

         11  were there, I would have sold my house by now,

         12  because I don't think I could, so what is it really

         13  going to be like?

         14                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  The ambient noise,

         15  the ambient noise on the Van Wyck Expressway is

         16  rather large.  It's a 76dba, it's a noisy

         17  environment from the traffic.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  I know.

         19                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  It's noisy almost 24

         20  hours a day. In essence, other than pile driving,

         21  we're not going to add much to that noise burden,

         22  and in fact, when our system is up and running, you

         23  will never  - -

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  You say

         25  apart from the pile driving.
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          2                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Pile driving - -

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  I know, but

          4  with the pile driving, what is it going to be like

          5  really for these people?

          6                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Pile driving will be

          7  a noticeable event, it is a disruptive event, that

          8  is why it has to occur during the daytime.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  But what is

         10  it really like for people who, you know, not

         11  everybody can just go on a trip, go, you know, have

         12  a great day in Manhattan or the like, some people

         13  are going to be there all throughout that day, what

         14  is it going to be like for them?

         15                 MR. CROCHIOLO:  Well, if I may answer

         16  that, I think that we're being candid with the

         17  Council in describing that a construction project

         18  does have impacts.  I think you have also heard,

         19  however, that muffling technologies and strategies,

         20  two- week periods of construction where the actual

         21  pile driving is taking place, a monitoring system in

         22  terms of knowing exactly how much the noise is

         23  either below or above the existing level will allow

         24  us to customize our response to those homeowners.

         25  But I think we are trying to be candid and say, this
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          2  is construction project, we are brought through the

          3  contract as much of the technology that we can to

          4  address that.  We have, as I said, both a Task Force

          5  and a monitoring system in place to develop whatever

          6  further measures are necessary to make sure that

          7  that reality of construction is as minimal as

          8  possible in the community.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:  Just one

         10  other question, on jobs.  We got some material which

         11  indicated that this is anticipated to create a

         12  little over 4,000 jobs with $600 million that is

         13  just going to the light rail part of the system.

         14  What ensurances can you give us that as many of the

         15  jobs as possible go to New York City residents?

         16                 MR. WARD:  I'm joined by Mike Messiah

         17  here, who is Director of the Office of Business and

         18  Opportunity Planning.  I think, and I will Mike

         19  speak to it more directly, I think here the proof is

         20  in the tasting of the pudding, and I think you heard

         21  yesterday from a variety of New York based as well

         22  as Southeast Queens based contractor that they are

         23  benefitting or participating in this project.  We

         24  have specifically included in the overall Air Train

         25  contract $150 million of small minority and women-
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          2  owned businesses targeted program to deliver

          3  contracts to as much as possible Southeast Queens,

          4  but within the New York City area, because we

          5  recognized that the economic return both on

          6  construction and afterwards is critical.  But Mike

          7  Messiah can give you a little more detail on how

          8  that program has been successful to date.

          9                 MR. MESSIAH:  Good morning.  My name

         10  is Mike Messiah from the Office of Business and Job

         11  Opportunity.  First of all, I would like to say that

         12  the Port of Authority has had some success in this

         13  area, particularly in the minority business and

         14  small business areas.  In fact, last year the

         15  organization awarded over $180 million to minority

         16  and women- owned contracts in the airport community

         17  because of our policy, awarded $73 million to that

         18  community.  So we come at this with a real

         19  commitment, we have not veered from our commitment

         20  going back as far as 1973.  So our programs has been

         21  in placed and enhanced in the mid- nineties.

         22                 What we're looking at now is a 17

         23  percent commitment from the contractor to award

         24  business to minority and women and local businesses,

         25  and we're well on our way.  We have done a
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          2  significant amount of outreach to the local

          3  community as well as the region.  We have worked

          4  with minority and women business organizations, such

          5  as Amity, New York State Minority Contractors,

          6  Jamaica Business Resource Center, and various

          7  Chamber of Commences in the region.  We have over

          8  3,000 minority women and local businesses certified

          9  with the Port of Authority, and the contractor has

         10  information on all those firms.  We have a field

         11  office in Queens in order to entertain questions and

         12  issues related to jobs and a business opportunity.

         13  We have a network of technical assistance programs,

         14  including working with the regional artists for

         15  small contractors who provide business training and

         16  financial assistance in Jamaica Business Resource

         17  Center, which will provide bid packaging support for

         18  contractors.  We're working with the contractor and

         19  the unions to ensure maximum job opportunities for

         20  local workers.  We have in our contract with the

         21  contractor 30 percent skilled trades goal and a 40

         22  percent labor is goal, and a 7 percent women's goal

         23  for union contracting work.

         24                 So we feel we have a very good

         25  infrastructure in place.  We have monitoring that
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          2  will be in place, monitored by, in fact, our staff

          3  at our local office, and we believe we will be able

          4  to go a long way toward reaching those goals.  And

          5  our focus has been local first, and that is both on

          6  the job side and on the labor side.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you.

          8  Before we continue, I want to recognize a class that

          9  is visiting us.  From time to time we are graced

         10  with students who will arrive, and we have the 6th

         11  grade class from the Community School in Brooklyn.

         12  Ms. Klander is here with her class.  I understand

         13  while the address of the school, that the students

         14  come from the Carroll Gardens and Red Hook sections

         15  of Brooklyn, so your Council member is either

         16  Council Member DiBrienza, if you are from Carroll

         17  Gardens, or Council Member Rodriguez if you are from

         18  Red Hook.

         19                 This is the Subcommittee on Landmarks

         20  and Public Sitings of the Land Use Committee, and

         21  what we are discussing right now is whether or not

         22  to give over some City land for the Port of

         23  Authority to build a train that would go to Kennedy

         24  Airport.  If we pass this, and you will be here for

         25  the history in a few seconds, one way or the other,
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          2  it is likely that you would be able to get on a Long

          3  Island Railroad train in Brooklyn, near your homes

          4  at Atlantic Avenue and get to Kennedy Airport, and

          5  when it's built you will know that you were here

          6  when it was voted on, so that is kind of neat.  And

          7  that is the siting part of it.

          8                 We also do landmarks in accordance

          9  with our City's history, we're doing this on the Van

         10  Wyck Expressway.  Van Wyck was the Mayor at the last

         11  millennium, I'm sorry, the last turn of the century

         12  in 1898 to 1901, his bust is on the ground floor of

         13  the staircase, you can see it, that is who the Van

         14  Wyck Expressway is named after.  So that is a little

         15  history.

         16                 MR. WARD:  If I may, Councilman,

         17  perhaps it is talking about a no hitter, but if the

         18  Port of Authority should be lucky enough to realize

         19  this project, I would like to invite this class at

         20  the date when the Air Train opens to be one of our

         21  first passengers.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  We got an

         23  invitation, and we salute you for being here, and

         24  thank you for coming, and for your enraptured

         25  attendance.
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          2                 Council Member Linares with a

          3  question.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Thank you,

          5  Mr. Chair. Clearly, the magnitude of this project

          6  brings many concerns and as it should in terms of

          7  the impact that it would have to the communities

          8  during construction and after completion of the

          9  project.  And clearly a project of this magnitude

         10  has far reaching impact in many respects for the

         11  entire City of New York and the region.

         12                 So, you know, the time that we're

         13  taking to really address those concerns and

         14  potential implication on both sides are, I think,

         15  highly appropriate.  For me it was, I think it was

         16  good for me to attend the site visit that was

         17  organized, because one thing is for you to read and

         18  to be told, another thing is for you to observe and

         19  see close hand what the plan is and its

         20  implications.

         21                 One question referring to jobs, just

         22  a follow- up to the question that was made before.

         23  Do you contemplate having apprenticeship across the

         24  board as a way of attracting new employment and the

         25  training that needs to go with it, and at the end of
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          2  the day the opportunity for people not just to work

          3  temporarily, but to have a good job with all the

          4  benefits that come with it in connection to this

          5  project?

          6                 MR. WARD:  I'm sure.  Let me, again,

          7  ask Mike Messiah to respond to that, but, go ahead,

          8  Mike, I'm sorry.

          9                 MR. MESSIAH:  Thank you, Councilman,

         10  for the question.  I think it is a very important

         11  one, and something that all of us should come to the

         12  table with, you know, with some support on.  What we

         13  have done at the agency is to support a project

         14  called, Project Pathways, which is a pre-

         15  apprenticeship program that is in the high schools,

         16  we work with the School Construction Authority and a

         17  Building Trades Union, and that program provides

         18  high school students who are interested in the

         19  trades, information on the trades, some training by

         20  the unions in their senior year, and they are put on

         21  a priority placement listing to the various unions

         22  that they have elected to join.

         23                 We are continuing to support that

         24  program.  We find that to be an excellent vehicle to

         25  facilitate opportunity for young people, such as the
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          2  ones up in the audience for opportunities in the

          3  trades.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  So, if I

          5  understand your response, what you're doing is

          6  making an integral part of the effort to reach

          7  minority contractors and so forth working through

          8  the unions across the board and looking as pretty

          9  much part of the overall effort to work with the

         10  different type of unions and the different shops

         11  that will be involved with the project?

         12                 MR. MESSIAH: Yes, in fact,

         13  yesterday's testimony from a number of the labor

         14  leaders indicated, their commitment directly to this

         15  issue, and I think the Project Pathways effort as

         16  well as their direct recruitment in the high schools

         17  and in other areas that have employment resources is

         18  indicative of that commitment.  So we will work with

         19  them, we will work with the programs we're involved

         20  with.  They are broad- based, and we will get the

         21  word out.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  I have one

         23  last question.

         24                 MR. WARD:  If I may, before you guys

         25  start.  Just one of the things, we recognize both
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          2  apprenticeship and training and it's great that the

          3  school is here.  I think one of the key parts of our

          4  outreach program is, in fact, in the curriculum

          5  development at York College, which is looking at a

          6  skilled- based training program for local residents

          7  at York College, so that they can begin to enter the

          8  Aviation Industry as that becomes a growing

          9  opportunity and the skill sets which are associated

         10  with that will allow that community to start to take

         11  advantage of the growth that Kennedy will realize

         12  after Air Train.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Okay.  I'm

         14  going to turn it back to the Chair, because time is

         15  running.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you.

         17  We're joined by Council Member A. Gifford Miller of

         18  Manhattan.  Council Member Wooten, you had a

         19  question.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  Thank you,

         21  Mr. Chair.  I would not let these young people leave

         22  here today without at least offering them a job.  I

         23  know it seems soon, but however, I won't be around,

         24  so I'm going to offer my reference to them right

         25  now, that they could put in their resume,
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          2  application, and hopefully by the time you reach

          3  that age, they would have called you, that is a

          4  commitment from the Chair of the Education

          5  Committee.  And I hope all the important people

          6  like, I see Mark Shore over there, that if you are

          7  around you will remember; right, Mark?

          8                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you very

         10  much.  Council Member White, before we, if the

         11  Sergeant- At- Arms could get the Subcommittee

         12  members, we're going to have a vote, and the clerk

         13  be advised we're going to have a vote in a few

         14  seconds.  Council Member White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE:  Thank you very

         16  much, Mr. Chair, Madam Chairperson, the member of

         17  the Committee.  I would just like to say that this

         18  is one of the most agonizing issues that I have

         19  faced in my district since I was elected over 10

         20  years ago. The concerns about the homeowners are

         21  well founded, the securities that they need, have

         22  been addressed to the best of this project's

         23  ability.  The rivalry between the Port of Authority

         24  and the ATA and all over the PFC dollars and where

         25  to go, and one of the things that I think, I'm glad
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          2  the young people are up there, is the fact that

          3  oftentimes in leadership you must make a good

          4  decision based on your conscience, and a lot of

          5  times it is very easy to go with the hand clap, but

          6  hand claps can kill you.

          7                 You have to make decisions just like

          8  you do your homework to make your grade, you have to

          9  make your decisions after you know that you have

         10  done all that you can do.  I have attended virtually

         11  just about every meeting to where I know some people

         12  on first name basis, the many different categories,

         13  the homeowners, the ATA, Mr. Rogers and various

         14  other people.  I made contact with the Jamaica

         15  Hospital, the Chief Executive Officer there, over a

         16  major concern that the community had, and that is

         17  whether or not this project would have any impact on

         18  the quality of medical service delivery.  And I was

         19  ensured by the plan that they had in place that it

         20  would not.

         21                 We have to make room for people who

         22  are seated in the balcony.  We have to plan ahead.

         23  This project was talked about when I was a member of

         24  the Planning Board #12 for 12 years, take the plane

         25  to the train, and here it is, I know God knows how
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          2  many years later, and we're still talking about the

          3  same thing.  But the issue for me is I am fortunate

          4  enough to serve a district where I grew up.  I was

          5  born in Jamaica, I was raised in Jamaica.  I saw

          6  Gertz, Macy's, Mays, all of the Department Stores

          7  leave.  Why? Because the City approved one bus to

          8  leave Queens to go to Green Acres, and all the

          9  shopping went with it.

         10                 I see in this project the potential

         11  and the possibility of bringing Jamaica back in the

         12  area of high tech.  I see offices, people who are

         13  traveling back and forth get tired of traveling back

         14  and forth, they may establish an office.  I'm

         15  looking at the plans for Downtown Jamaica for

         16  additional parking that people will use.  I have

         17  talked to a number of people, so even though I share

         18  the sentiments of the homeowners, the impact will be

         19  great in terms of personal agony over the short

         20  range, but over the long range it will be of great

         21  benefit.  There will be no lose in property values,

         22  I haven't heard or seen any property value go down

         23  yet, if you just take a look at your house 20 years

         24  ago versus today.

         25                 So I don't think I should be on the
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          2  fence, I was asked yesterday, you know, by the press

          3  about being on the fence, I was never on the fence.

          4  I was in a position of fair play and open-

          5  mindedness and understanding, and I see this system,

          6  and I use the word system, not a train, Jamaica

          7  Station used to be one of the most well traveled,

          8  key, transportation hubs on the East Coast, and I

          9  would like to see it back.  So with that in mind,

         10  the economic impact, the fact that the homeowners

         11  will be assured, I would like for you to know that I

         12  am for this project, it will help my district very

         13  much.  I hope that you all will support me, and I

         14  will make my vote known officially, come and stay

         15  the Council meeting on this item.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you,

         18  Council Member White.  For the record, I want to

         19  submit a letter from Robert Boyle, the Executive

         20  Director of the Port of Authority of New York and

         21  New Jersey to Speaker Vallone, Chairwoman Eisland,

         22  and myself, which details some of the things that

         23  was said at today's meeting.

         24                 Let me, just for the purposes of the

         25  audience and the class, especially, I'm going to
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          2  read the Land Use Calendar in a second.

          3                 The other item on the Calendar is a

          4  Landmark designation, it's 41 Park Road, across the

          5  street, so you might want to look at it when you

          6  leave here, it was where the New York Times was

          7  founded, and it's an important building, it's a very

          8  beautiful building.  So if you cross the street on

          9  Park Road, you will see it.

         10                 Let me just say for the record that

         11  there were voices on both sides on this issue in

         12  virtually equal number, and loud and passion voices,

         13  for me, perhaps, the fact that the Community Boards

         14  and the Borough Presidents and the local Council

         15  members weighed in on this, in favor side, led me to

         16  take a fresh look at this, because it is not the

         17  best project I have ever seen, but as I have seen in

         18  all my years in government our desire to do things,

         19  to make things better for people.  Is this the best

         20  proposal I have ever seen?  No, but I have never

         21  seen the best proposal for anything.  I think this

         22  makes New Yorkers lives better.

         23                 The assurances we have gotten from

         24  the Port of Authority and the MTA show us that the

         25  goal is an attainable one seat ride, and that is an
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          2  attainable goal.  With the cooperation of the

          3  Speaker and members of the Subcommittee, we have

          4  gotten a number of assurances regarding baggage and

          5  the people mover and the elevators, which for lack

          6  of a better word, are schlep mitigation and will

          7  allow New Yorkers to make this thing an attractive

          8  alternative to use.  And for those reasons,

          9  therefore, I am going to support this project, and I

         10  am going to ask the clerk to call the roll.

         11                 Let me just, before the clerk calls

         12  the roll, for official purposes we're voting on Land

         13  Use 445, Manhattan Community Board #1, designation

         14  by a Landmarks Preservation Commission of the former

         15  New York Times Building, Manhattan Community Board

         16  #1, Council Member Freed's District.

         17                 And Land Use 447 and 448 in Queens

         18  Community Boards #9, 10, and 12, which is in Council

         19  Member White's District, and somehow grazes Council

         20  Member Stabile's District, application submitted by

         21  the Department of City- wide Administrative Service,

         22  pursuant to Section 197- C of the City Charter, for

         23  the disposition of property to the Port of Authority

         24  of New York and New Jersey, and the subsequent

         25  acquisition and disposition to the Port of Authority
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          2  of various properties generally located between the

          3  Metropolitan Transportation Authority's Long Island

          4  Railroad, Jamaica Station, and John F. Kennedy

          5  International Airport, and between Kennedy Airport

          6  and the MTA's New York City Transit System, Howard

          7  Beach Station to facilitate the construction of a

          8  light rail.

          9                 Will the clerk please call the roll?

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Sabini.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  I hear a

         12  question.  You will be recognized when, I'm sorry.

         13  No, we're in the middle of a roll call.  Please,

         14  call the roll?

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Sabini.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Wooten.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN:  May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?  I listened to Council

         20  Member White and his remarks, and I'm mindful of the

         21  fact that they are hard decisions that sometimes

         22  have to be made.  Early on as a young Councilwoman,

         23  the later Fred Samuels, who I confided in a lot in

         24  making decisions in my new position as a

         25  Councilwoman, whenever it was hard to make, I would
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          2  go to Fred, and Fred Samuels used to say to me, you

          3  know, Wooten, in your life here in the Council there

          4  are going to be many tough decisions, and you are

          5  going to have to decide what direction you are going

          6  to go in those decisions, but he said, be mindful of

          7  the fact that not always you are going to be able to

          8  get the support that you need when you're making

          9  tough decisions.  And tough decisions are decisions

         10  when your constituents have one opinion and you have

         11  another one.  And that the other opinion is the fact

         12  that you have to do best for what is right for the

         13  City of New York.

         14                 When the debating was taking place,

         15  it was easy for me to duck in and out of the room

         16  and not hear the negative, but it comes a time where

         17  you have to make serious decisions, and I'm also

         18  reminded of the fact that when the Charter revision

         19  when in place, everybody was worried about the

         20  various decisions that Council people would make,

         21  would they make it individually, would they make in

         22  behalf of the entire City of New York, and I think

         23  the track record of this Council have demonstrated

         24  in this City has been that we always make decisions

         25  in behalf of what is right for the City of New York.
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          2                 And this morning, or this afternoon,

          3  almost, I want you to know that hard decisions are

          4  not easily made by saying yes and no, you really

          5  have to truly, genuine believe that you are doing

          6  the right thing.  And this morning, I'm going to

          7  make a decision for the entire City of New York,

          8  because it is good to be business, it's good to be

          9  first in the City of New York, and I'm voting aye on

         10  all.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you,

         12  continue the roll call, please.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Carrion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION:  Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?  I'm not exactly happy

         18  with the fact that so many folks are not yet

         19  satisfied with the arrangements that have been made,

         20  and even the response to some of my concerns, I'm

         21  not fully satisfied about.  And, but, I'm assured

         22  that there is ongoing discussions with regard to

         23  potential problems, and I believe that this Council

         24  has an oversight authority that will provide us with

         25  a quick way of bringing all of the appropriate
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          2  parties before us to thoroughly review problems and

          3  possibly negotiate some better solutions if such

          4  solutions are necessary.  And from that perspective

          5  I'm going to vote aye, because I believe that

          6  otherwise, the project has value that should be

          7  supported.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you,

          9  continue the roll call, please.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Abel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  By a vote of 5

         13  in the affirmative, none in the negative, with no

         14  abstentions, all coupled items are approved and

         15  referred to the full Committee on Land Use. Please

         16  sign the reports?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Thank you, that

         18  concludes public testimony and presentations by

         19  agencies on these matters and questions as well.  I

         20  will now close our meeting.  Members of the Land Use

         21  Committee should draw nigh, because the Committee

         22  will now go into session.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 12:45 p.m.)

         24

         25
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, PAT WTULICH, a Notary Public in

         10  and for the State of New York, do hereby certify

         11  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         12  of the within proceeding.
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         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way
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