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          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I'm Eva

          3  Moskowitz, the Chair of the Education Committee, and

          4  I'm joined here by most of my colleagues. Council

          5  Member Al Vann from Brooklyn, Council Member Oliver

          6  Koppell from the Bronx, Council Member Bill DeBlasio

          7  from Brooklyn, Council Member Robert Jackson from

          8  Manhattan, Council Member David Yassky from Brooklyn

          9  and Council Member John Liu from Queens, Council

         10  Member Leroy Comrie from Queens.

         11                 We're here today --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Excuse me?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Can I vote

         15  aye?

         16                 If you could just let the clerk know

         17  I intend to vote aye, since I'm saying it on the

         18  microphone it's pretty much clear. Unfortunately,

         19  I'm running my Rules Committee next door and I have

         20  to go back to chairing it.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Of course.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         23  Madam Chair.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Chair, may

         25  I take a personal privilege to vote aye on the
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          2  matter at hand, as well?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Sure.

          4                 Yes, you have to vote to file and

          5  vote to repass 215-A. Those are the two questions.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote yes on

          7  both matters.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Great.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you. And

         10  thank you for excusing me to go next door.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         12                 We are here to reconsider Intro.

         13  215-A. We had a hearing, first had a hearing on this

         14  in June of 2002. We had another hearing on it a few

         15  months ago.

         16                 This is a bill that requires the

         17  Chancellor to report significant cost overruns and

         18  projects delays, and this has been a perennial

         19  problem with the School Construction Authority and

         20  the Department of School Facilities, and while the

         21  Chancellor has promised a number of reforms, it

         22  seems to me the need for this bill stands.

         23                 Hopefully the Chancellor will be

         24  very, very successful in streamlining the process,

         25  in which case the reports will show that he has been
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          2  successful. But the Council has to be able to do its

          3  oversight function and it's incredibly difficult to

          4  do oversight without the basic information required

          5  in this bill.

          6                 This is one of the shortest, it's a

          7  two-page bill. It's a very simple reporting bill

          8  that will allow us to do oversight, and it's

          9  particularly important in light of the new role that

         10  the Council has been given in the school governance

         11  legislation that was passed last spring and summer.

         12  In that legislation the Council was given the right

         13  to approve the capital budget.

         14                 We've always voted on the number but

         15  not on the specific projects, and we've never had

         16  the authority to approve or disapprove amendments to

         17  the capital budget. And the conditions that the

         18  State Legislature mandated for what circumstances we

         19  can approve or disapprove amendments to the capital

         20  budget are as follows: Cost overruns and project

         21  delay.

         22                 The only way we would have the

         23  information necessary to approve or disapprove of

         24  those amendments is if we have the information

         25  required in this reporting bill.
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          2                 So, for that reason I urge my

          3  colleagues to vote yes and override the Mayor's

          4  veto.

          5                 For technical reasons we are voting

          6  to file M 475 which is accepting the Mayor's veto

          7  message, saying that we've gotten it; and we are

          8  voting to repass Intro. 215-A.

          9                 Council Member Vann, did you have a

         10  question?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: No.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Okay. If the

         13  roll can be called, that would be great. Unless

         14  there are any questions. We can vote on them

         15  together.

         16                 Sure, Council Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm just

         18  surprised at the Mayor's veto on this particular

         19  matter, and quite frankly, when the Mayor talks

         20  about accountability and about the buck stops with

         21  him, he wants to reform the educational system, I

         22  think that everybody wants to see certain reforms

         23  and everybody wants accountability, but when this

         24  City Council asked for quarterly reports in order to

         25  see where things are, which is part of our
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          2  responsibility, and the Mayor vetoed that in essence

          3  saying that we should not be entitled to this

          4  information, then that does not align itself with

          5  the whole issue of accountability.

          6                 I mean, who then is the Department of

          7  Education going to be accountable to, question mark?

          8  Is it going to be to the Mayor only? Is it going to

          9  be to the City Council? To the people of New York

         10  City? And in my opinion, it should be all.

         11                 And, clearly, our responsibility as

         12  an oversight committee, we are entitled to that

         13  information and I think by passing this law, you

         14  know, if they were giving it to us in the first

         15  place, there would be no need to pass the law at

         16  all.

         17                 But, you know, hearing after hearing

         18  after hearing indicates that, you know, the message

         19  is that the indication that we ask for is not

         20  available and it's time that it stops, so I'm very

         21  happy that this is going forward and almost positive

         22  that this veto will be overwritten and I just wanted

         23  to say that on the record.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you. Is
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          2  there any other comments?

          3                 If you could call the roll, that

          4  would be great.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         13                 I just want to thank our Chairperson,

         14  because I think this was a time when it was

         15  important to draw a line in the sand, both because

         16  of the institutional interest of this body, as a

         17  check and balance on the mayorality, and that it was

         18  crucial that we say we need the information to allow

         19  us to provide proper oversight and to represent the

         20  interest of our constituents.

         21                 But also on a level of general

         22  transparency. I think one of the things that makes

         23  people cynical in our society is when they feel

         24  something is being hidden. And it is distressing

         25  that something as straightforward as this would be

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  vetoed. But I really want to thank the Chair,

          3  because this was a time when we have to stand up and

          4  be counted and I really appreciate the leadership

          5  you showed on it.

          6                 And I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Absolutely,

          9  yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on both.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: By a vote of

         18  nine in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, both items are adopted. Council

         20  Members, please sign the Committee reports.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: We will hold

         23  the record open for Council members who are at other

         24  Committee meetings and will come in and vote thank

         25  you.
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          2                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)

          3                 (Subsequently Council Members Foster

          4  and Recchia voted aye. The vote stands at 11 in the

          5  affirmative, none in the negative with no

          6  abstentions.)
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