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TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to benefits for certain peace officers in the city of New York who are injured in the performance of their duties.

BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), the approximately 6000 peace officers working for the City of New York, Health and Hospitals Corporation, Taxi and Limousine Commission and the New York City Housing Authority work under extremely taxing conditions.  By the very nature of their work, these officers are placed at heightened risk of injury.  Accordingly, this bill would provide these officers with a disability retirement allowance of 75 percent of their final average compensation.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


Section 1 of this bill would reletter subdivision b of section 607-b of the retirement and social security law as subdivision c and create a new subdivision b.  The new subdivision b would apply to any member of the New York City employees’ retirement system or New York City board of education retirement system employed as a special officer of any rank, parking control specialist of any rank, school safety agent of any rank, campus peace officer of any rank or New York City taxi and limousine inspector of any rank.  If such persons become physically or mentally incapacitated for the performance of their duties as a natural or proximate result of an accident sustained in the course of the performance of his or her duties, while actually a member of the retirement system, they would be paid an accidental disability retirement allowance equal to three-quarters of final average compensation. Injuries caused by such officers willful negligence would not constitute grounds for payment of the disability benefit.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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