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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Good morning.

          3  My name is Kendall Stewart, and I am the Chair of

          4  the Immigration Committee.

          5                 I would like to thank Charles Barron,

          6  Chair of the Higher Education Committee, for

          7  Co-Chairing this hearing with me on The Development,

          8  Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act, or the

          9  DREAM Act of 2007.  This is a timely hearing being

         10  that the Senate plans to consider the motion to

         11  proceed with this significant legislation today

         12  which will decide whether the DREAM Act can be

         13  debated and ultimately voted on.

         14                 This hearing will also focus on

         15  Resolution 1087, urging Congress to pass the DREAM

         16  Act of 2007, which would facilitate access to

         17  college for immigrant students in the United States

         18  and provide a path to permanent residence for

         19  aspiring undocumented youth who were brought to the

         20  United States as young children and who want to

         21  pursue higher education.

         22                 Children account for 1.8 million or

         23  15 percent of the approximately 12 million

         24  undocumented immigrants living in the United States.

         25    Of these undocumented children about 65,000 who
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          2  have lived in the United States for five years or

          3  longer graduate from high schools each year.  These

          4  children, born abroad, yet brought at an early age

          5  to live in the United States to live by their

          6  parents, have some association with their country's

          7  of origin, but their primary identification is with

          8  the United States. Many of them have been in this

          9  Country nearly their entire lives and have received

         10  most of their primary and secondary education here.

         11  Each year, thousands of immigrant children who

         12  graduate from high school and who have grown up in

         13  the United States are unable to pursue higher

         14  education because they lack legal immigration

         15  status.  It is estimated that only about between

         16  five and ten percent of undocumented high school

         17  graduates go on to college. Despite the fact that

         18  many undocumented immigrant children are raised in

         19  the United States, at ten local schools, and

         20  identify with the American culture, existing

         21  immigration laws provide no legal avenues for these

         22  children to adjust their status.  Although many of

         23  these children were brought to the United States at

         24  the young age, they face unique barriers to higher

         25  education.  They are unable to legally work here and
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          2  they live in constant fear of detention by

          3  immigration authorities.

          4                 At today's hearing we will examine

          5  the obstacles of undocumented students encounter

          6  beyond high school graduation and how the DREAM Act

          7  seeks to address those issues.

          8                 I will now turn over to my Co-Chair

          9  Councilman Barron.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Good afternoon.

         11  I'm Councilman Charles Barron and Chair of the

         12  Higher Education Committee.  I'm joined with my

         13  Committee Member, Mr. Tony Avella from Queens.  And

         14  in my Committee Hearings, and though these are

         15  against the Council rules, I would like you to break

         16  the rules and give us a hand clap. Go ahead.  You

         17  can clap.

         18                 All right.  Thank you.  You all just

         19  broke Council rules.  You broke the law, you know

         20  that.  It was a set-up.  And the outstanding Counsel

         21  of our Committee, Ms. Baaba Halm, and Shauneequa

         22  Owusu our Policy Analyst.  We thank both of them for

         23  all the great work that they do.

         24                 I want to read my statement for the

         25  record and then tell you how I really feel.
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          2                 Good afternoon.  I'm Charles Barron,

          3  Chair of the Higher Education Committee.  I would

          4  like to introduce my colleagues.  Did that.  We are

          5  pleased to be joining the Immigration Committee in

          6  today's hearing related to the DREAM Act.  Our City

          7  has a large and diverse immigrant population.

          8  Immigrants add a wealth of experience and skills to

          9  our communities and to our workforce, so our

         10  consideration of the DREAM Act today is important.

         11                 Immigration law reforms under the

         12  DREAM Act will allow local undocumented immigrant

         13  high school graduates the opportunity to receive

         14  federal and state financial aide while attending our

         15  public colleges and universities.  Undocumented

         16  immigrant students who complete two years of college

         17  would then be eligible to adjust their status and

         18  move closer to citizenship. Such reforms are

         19  necessary, a necessary step toward fully including

         20  immigrants into our society.

         21                 Further, as we all know, today's

         22  economy requires a post secondary education in order

         23  to advance into positions with a decent wage.  By

         24  allowing interested and qualified immigrant youth to

         25  obtain a college degree, we strengthen our economic
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          2  foundation by having a more educated workforce.

          3  Nationally estimates suggest that over 1.8 million

          4  immigrant youth would benefit from the enactment of

          5  the DREAM Act.  Locally, as of Fall of 2006, CUNY

          6  reports that there are well over 80,000 immigrants

          7  enrolled in its undergraduate degree programs,

          8  including an estimated 6,500 undocumented

          9  undergraduate students.  This bill would benefit

         10  these students and consequently benefit our

         11  communities.

         12                 You know it's interesting what they

         13  are doing with immigration now.  When the immigrants

         14  were white they had all kinds of privileges and

         15  opportunities for education and social program, but

         16  when the complexion of immigration changed and it

         17  became people of color, Africans, and people from

         18  the Caribbean and Latin America, and Asia, all of a

         19  sudden we have a problem with immigration.  And the

         20  real insult is that some immigrants originated in

         21  the State in the Arizona and California, that they

         22  stole from the immigrants in the first place, so the

         23  very people that are denying us, Bush is an

         24  immigrant, and some of the people that they're

         25  trying to deny is just trying to reunite with their
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          2  families and come back to their place of origin.  So

          3  we just want to put this in a little perspective and

          4  the President said in a statement today that he was

          5  against the DREAM Act, that it would provide a

          6  privilege for undocumented immigrants and some kind

          7  of welfare or assistance for them.  I told the

          8  immigrant community, don't be insulted by the

          9  President because he is a C student, he has a C

         10  average.  He never graduated higher than a C average

         11  so he doesn't understand the complexities of the

         12  immigration problem and I think this bill would help

         13  him along the way if we could get this done.  And I

         14  think this is important to put pressure on the

         15  Senators from New York, make them come out for you.

         16  Some of them running for President, see where they

         17  stand on this and judge them by their approach

         18  toward a town that has so many immigrants.

         19                 So, this is going to be an exciting

         20  hearing.  We want to make sure that we send a strong

         21  message to Congress because immigrants add to the

         22  intellectual capital of this Nation, the cultural

         23  capital of this Nation, immigrants can die in unjust

         24  wars for this Nation, they can pay taxes, it's time

         25  for them to have an easier road to citizenship and
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          2  the benefits of getting loans and grants to further

          3  their education.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you

          6  Council Member Barron.

          7                 First of all I would like to read a

          8  statement that was sent to me by Senator Charles

          9  Schumer on the DREAM Act, and I read:  "I support

         10  the DREAM Act because it speaks about who we are as

         11  a Nation.  The young people who will fall on the

         12  DREAM Act, were brought to the United States by

         13  their parents at an age when they had no say in the

         14  decision.  Many of them have spent much of their

         15  lives in America and this is the only home they

         16  know.  By only pretending these young people are a

         17  part of citizenship if they go to college or join

         18  the military, the bill will only serve to make us

         19  stronger and more productive as a nation.  I support

         20  the DREAM Act.  I intend to vote for its passage and

         21  will urge my colleagues to do so".  That is a

         22  statement from Senator Charles Schumer.

         23                 And now before we call on our witness

         24  I would like to recognize, again, my colleagues,

         25  Council Member Avella, Council Member Eugene and
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          2  Council Member Palmer who have seen it fit to join

          3  us today.

          4                 Our first panel is Linda Wallace,

          5  Allan Wernick, and Mirna Solis.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  I just want to

          7  say before CUNY testifies that we did have a very,

          8  very successful piece of legislation pass where CUNY

          9  is recognizing that immigrants, no matter what the

         10  status is, can be considered for in- state tuition,

         11  in- state tuition, as long as they come from a

         12  legitimate or bonafide high school, graduate or GED

         13  program.  So I want to thank CUNY for opening up its

         14  doors and working with this Committee over the years

         15  to help us to make life a little better for

         16  immigrants at CUNY.  So, hats off to CUNY on this

         17  one.  I'll beat you up on some other things, but not

         18  this one.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KENDALL:  If you can

         20  first identify yourself so that we know how you are

         21  and we can then begin.

         22                 MS. SOLIS:  Sorry.  My name is Mirna

         23  Solis and I'm a third year law student at CUNY Law

         24  School, and I'm here as a student speaking on behalf

         25  of the City University of New York.
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          2                 MS. ALEXANDER-WALLACE:  My name is

          3  Linda Alexander Wallace.  I'm Director of Counseling

          4  Services at Hostos Community College in the Bronx.

          5                 MR. WERNICK:  Good afternoon, my name

          6  is Allan Wernick, I'm a Professor at Baruch College

          7  and Director of the CUNY Citizenship and Immigration

          8  Project.

          9                 MS. HILLS:  I'm Midori Hills, I'm the

         10  Directing Attorney of the CUNY Citizenship and

         11  Immigration Project.

         12                 MR. WERNICK:  Pardon me.  Good

         13  afternoon, Chairman Barron, Chairman Stewart, and

         14  members of the New York City Council Higher

         15  Education and Education and Immigration Committees.

         16  My name is Allan Wernick and I am the Director of

         17  the CUNY Citizenship and Immigration Project.  I'm

         18  pleased to be with you.

         19                 I appreciate the opportunity to

         20  testify on behalf of the City University of New York

         21  on the impact the passage of the DREAM Act will have

         22  on our institution and its students.  Before

         23  addressing that topic, I would like to thank

         24  Chairman Barron and Chairman Stewart and other

         25  members of their communities for their staunch
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          2  support for immigrants' rights and for the support

          3  the City Council has provided over recent years to

          4  the CUNY Citizenship and Immigration Project.

          5  Because of your efforts, we now provide services at

          6  twelve locations throughout New York City.  Six of

          7  these centers are open full time.  Six more are

          8  part- time operations.  At all locations, attorneys

          9  and paralegals provide 100 percent free immigration

         10  law, application assistance and counseling.

         11                 As you are aware, the DREAM Act would

         12  provide first temporary, then permanent residence to

         13  tens of thousands of young New Yorkers.  CUNY

         14  Chancellor, Matthew Goldstein, has on three

         15  occasions written to Congress expressing his support

         16  for the principles inherent in this important

         17  legislation, and his most recent letter is included

         18  in the pack we've provided.  Most recently he wrote

         19  to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid that, "Our

         20  experience at the City University of New York

         21  teaches us that our undocumented students are among

         22  those with the greatest potential to play leading

         23  roles in scholarship, public service and economic

         24  leadership.  As the demand for talented college-

         25  trained workers increases, we need these students as
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          2  full participants in our society."

          3                 For many of these worthy students,

          4  the DREAM Act represents their only opportunity for

          5  achieving legal status. Because of the restrictions

          6  on lawful immigration imposed by the Illegal

          7  Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act

          8  of 1996, known as IIRIRA, these students have little

          9  opportunity to achieve legal status.  For many, the

         10  DREAM Act is their only hope.

         11                 If the DREAM Act bill under

         12  consideration, actually it's no longer under

         13  consideration, I learned that this morning it failed

         14  to muster the 60 votes needed, but if the DREAM Act

         15  should become law we estimate that approximately

         16  3000 current CUNY students will qualify for

         17  temporary residence.  Another 12,000 New Yorkers

         18  will become immediately eligible as well.  Over the

         19  subsequent five years, fifty thousand New Yorkers

         20  will likely qualify for DREAM Act benefits.  Given

         21  the law's imperative that its beneficiaries either

         22  attend college for two years or serve in the

         23  military for two years, we anticipate a substantial

         24  number of new enrollments from the DREAM Act

         25  temporary residents.
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          2                 We will of course be recruiting and

          3  welcoming DREAM Act beneficiaries into CUNY.  Our

          4  recruitment and admissions apparatus is well

          5  equipped to handle the effort.  More challenging

          6  will be the need to provide legal assistance to the

          7  thousands of CUNY students and other New Yorkers

          8  seeking DREAM Act legal status. I can assure you

          9  that CUNY is committed to meeting this challenge. We

         10  have the infrastructure and legal expertise to

         11  respond to what will be a tremendous need for legal

         12  services.  Further, we are committed to finding the

         13  resources, in coordination with not- for profit

         14  agencies and Bar Associations throughout New York

         15  City, to provide free DREAM Act application

         16  assistance to all who qualify. Our New York City

         17  CUNY Citizenship Corps now provides one model for

         18  accomplishing this task  The Corps consists of more

         19  than 400 volunteer attorneys, paralegals and

         20  community activists training to provide free

         21  citizenship application at sites throughout New York

         22  City.  Working under the supervision of attorneys

         23  from the Citizenship and Immigration Project, these

         24  volunteers have assisted thousands of New Yorkers in

         25  applying for citizenship.  I anticipate that we will
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          2  implement a similar program to help DREAM Act

          3  applicants.  In addition, our training structure,

          4  which now includes comprehensive immigration law

          5  training at CUNY's School of Professional Studies

          6  and the capability for online training, will allow

          7  CUNY to play a leading role in educating community

          8  activists on how to best assist DREAM Act

          9  applicants.

         10                 I am proud to say that no college or

         11  university in the nation provides immigration

         12  services at a level close to what we provide at

         13  CUNY.  Under the leadership of Chancellor Goldstein

         14  and Senior Vice Chancellor and Secretary to the

         15  Board of Trustees Jay Hershenson, the CUNY

         16  Citizenship and Immigration Project continues CUNY's

         17  tradition of welcoming immigrants and serving New

         18  York's immigrant communities.

         19                 I will be pleased to answer any

         20  questions that you may have.  Thank you very much.

         21                 MS. ALEXANDER- WALLACE:  Chairman

         22  Barron, Chairman Stewart, and members of the New

         23  York City Council Higher Education and Immigration

         24  Committees.  I bring greetings from the Bronx and

         25  the Hostos Community College family, particularly
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          2  our international students.  My name is Linda

          3  Alexander- Wallace, and I am the Director of

          4  Counseling Services.

          5                 I thank you on behalf of my College

          6  for the opportunity to testify on the positive

          7  impact the DREAM Act would have a Hostos students

          8  and their community.  I would like to share with you

          9  a snapshot of our College community, some obstacles

         10  faced by Hostos students, our efforts to counteract

         11  these challenges, and the potential impact of the

         12  DREAM Act.

         13                 We know that higher education has

         14  historically been the path immigrants have used to

         15  attain upward mobility.  In New York City, the CUNY

         16  system has stood as a beacon of access to this

         17  dream.  Established in April, 1968, Hostos Community

         18  College continues this proud tradition, currently

         19  enrolling the highest number of foreign born

         20  students in all CUNY community colleges.

         21                 Selected statistics for Entering

         22  Freshman Undergraduates at Hostos Community College

         23  for Fall 2006 indicate that over half, 53.6 percent,

         24  of our students were born outside the United States

         25  compared to 44.4 percent for all CUNY community
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          2  colleges.  At Hostos, 54.5 percent of our entering

          3  freshmen speak a language other than English as

          4  their primary language compared with 49.2 percent at

          5  other community colleges.

          6                 Approximately six percent of Hostos'

          7  current student population is undocumented.  These

          8  students and their families daily experience the

          9  multiple stressors associated with their

         10  undocumented status.  In addition to the effects of

         11  minority status, these families may also share

         12  specific ethnic group experiences, such as

         13  political, economic, trauma and immigration history,

         14  poverty, and illegal status.  Current restrictive

         15  legislation and policy limit access to health care,

         16  and other basic human services to undocumented

         17  immigrants and their families.

         18                 In the CUNY tradition, the Hostos

         19  community boasts a proud history of advocacy and

         20  support of the immigrant student's access to higher

         21  education.  Our activities include:

         22                 Lobbying in Albany on behalf of the

         23  rights of immigrant students.

         24                 Workshops on citizenship and

         25  immigration through our Department of Public
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          2  Administration.

          3                 The full- time operation of the CUNY

          4  Immigration Center.

          5                 The Hostos Student Leadership Academy

          6  which offers opportunities to enhance understanding

          7  of, and to participate in, governance, civic and

          8  legislative issues, and provides access to the

          9  student network of support opportunities.

         10                 Emergency funds to assist immigrants

         11  with tuition costs are provided by the Student

         12  Government Association.

         13                 Information on scholarships is

         14  available to international students through the Dean

         15  of Students' Office and the Hostos Honor Society,

         16  Phi Theta Kappa.

         17                 Targeted workshops dealing with

         18  stress and coping for our immigrant students.

         19                 Individual counseling to address

         20  issues such as trauma, isolation, depression, and so

         21  forth.

         22                 Referrals to culturally sensitive

         23  human service providers.

         24                 Awareness campaign of the effects of

         25  the Ability to Benefit mandate.
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          2                 Hostos Community College has

          3  committed to actively engage our immigrant

          4  population with a welcoming and supportive

          5  environment.  The DREAM Act is a natural extension

          6  of the many supportive programs and activities that

          7  we now provide to the immigrant student at Hostos.

          8                 The DREAM Act would have far reaching

          9  positive effects.  It would apply directly to the

         10  approximately three hundred Hostos students who now

         11  have minimal resources and limited opportunities,

         12  providing them with access to necessary funds to

         13  complete college.  The DREAM Act would effectively

         14  help stabilize the family and immigrant communities

         15  these students depend on. Students who, in spite of

         16  impossible odds, not only aspire to higher

         17  education, but many persist and graduate, a

         18  testimony to their strength and resilience.  The

         19  DREAM Act will allow our society to fully enjoy the

         20  application of the talents these students possess by

         21  engaging them completely as full and equal members.

         22  Hostos actively supports the success of these

         23  students and the families and communities they

         24  represent, and will continue to employ its resources

         25  to strengthen and provide opportunities to them.
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          2                 Thank you, and I will entertain any

          3  questions you have.

          4                 MS. SOLIS:  Good afternoon City

          5  Council Members.  My name is Mirna Solis and I am a

          6  third year law student at CUNY Law School.  And I am

          7  here as a student speaking on behalf of other CUNY

          8  students.  As you know, every year the aspirations

          9  of thousands of young New Yorkers are destroyed by

         10  immigration laws.

         11                 These young New Yorkers call this

         12  Country and this City home.  They were brought here

         13  as children and not through actions of their own

         14  free will.  Yet, like many New York children they

         15  pledge their allegiance to our country, they've

         16  learned to speak flawless English, they respect the

         17  values of the constitution and despite not having a

         18  piece of paper that says so, they must be viewed as

         19  Americanized.

         20                 All students are taught the ideals

         21  that make our country and New York City great; they

         22  could grow up to be anything they want to be,

         23  doctors, engineers, and lawyers and they were led to

         24  believe in the promise of CUNY, that New Yorkers

         25  could receive educational opportunities regardless
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          2  of their background.  Yet, every year many

          3  undocumented students have to abandon their

          4  aspirations due to the glass ceiling that prevents

          5  them from advancing. They've dreamt, only to be

          6  prevented by the insurmountable hurdles created by

          7  immigration law, thereby making it nearly impossible

          8  for their dreams to become reality.  Though

          9  undocumented students may be permitted to attend

         10  college, they have no access to student loans, and

         11  realistically, few can afford to pay the expense of

         12  higher education out of their own pockets. Even

         13  those who decide to work full time and go to school

         14  have the odds stacked heavily against them.

         15                 These struggling undocumented youth

         16  have called New York home for years and they've

         17  earned their right to be here and should be treated

         18  as any other New Yorker who wishes to pursue higher

         19  education. By not making higher education available

         20  to every young person in New York, our society is

         21  creating a permanent subclass group of individuals

         22  who find it impossible to reach beyond a high school

         23  education.

         24                 We know the economic and social

         25  benefits that a higher education confers on society,
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          2  but aside from the attainment of such benefits, we

          3  must legalize undocumented youth because it is the

          4  right thing to do; we have a moral obligation to

          5  grant them legal recognition.  As New Yorkers we

          6  cannot turn our backs on these young people.  They

          7  are indistinguishable from myself and from other

          8  American youth.  Although I was born in Los Angeles,

          9  I was born into an undocumented family, yet American

         10  values instilled in me the idea that I could grow up

         11  to be anything I wanted to be. And I come before you

         12  several months from receiving my J.D.  But

         13  unfortunately my undocumented school peers, who are

         14  just as American as I am, have had greater hurdles

         15  and have not been able to achieve equally.  Without

         16  access to federal student loans my undocumented

         17  friends find it impossible to go to college, much

         18  less graduate school.

         19                 Since 2001, my undocumented friends

         20  have been caught in the middle of fierce immigration

         21  debates.  They cannot wait any longer.  A few weeks

         22  ago Immigration and Customs Enforcement targeted

         23  alleged gang affiliated individuals on Long Island.

         24  Although they found few, in the process they

         25  arrested almost 200 young men, mainly innocent youth
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          2  who could have benefited from the DREAM Act.

          3  Instead, now they face deportation.  Which community

          4  will be next  As a consequence of the current anti-

          5  immigrant climate, CUNY Law School has received

          6  countless phone calls from community members as well

          7  as undocumented CUNY students concerned about their

          8  future.  By the time this session of Congress ends,

          9  Immigration and Customs Enforcement will have forced

         10  some undocumented CUNY students to leave their

         11  school and the country they call home in the midst

         12  of pursuing their dreams.  These CUNY students are

         13  innocent of any wrongdoing, yet they are being

         14  punished for actions over which they had no control

         15  of.  Such an injustice was best described by Justice

         16  Brennan in a Landmark Case, Plyer v. Doe,

         17   "condemnation on the head of an infant is illogical

         18  and unjust.  Obviously, no child is responsible for

         19  his birth and penalizing the child is an

         20  ineffectual, as well as unjust way of deterring the

         21  parent".

         22                 Plyer v. Doe found that undocumented

         23  children had a constitutional right to an education.

         24    Now, more than twenty years later, New York and

         25  our Country revisits the right of youths to be
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          2  educated and to be fully integrated into our

          3  society.

          4                 So it is with urgency that the City

          5  of New York and its representatives must actively

          6  and aggressively advocate for the expedited passage

          7  of the Dream Act so that CUNY's motto of providing

          8  opportunities for all who strive for advancement, is

          9  not just reality for some and an illusive promise

         10  for others.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Councilman

         13  Barron.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  First of all, I

         15  just want to know if you have sense of how many

         16  undocumented enrolled students there are in CUNY's

         17  senior colleges and junior colleges?  And how would

         18  the DREAM Act impact these students in terms of

         19  financial aide in completing their post secondary

         20  education?

         21                 MR. WERNICK:  Pardon me, thank you.

         22  We estimate 3,000 of our students in both the CUNY

         23  and senior colleges would benefit from the DREAM

         24  Act.  I don't have the breakdown for you, but I'll

         25  provide it for you at a later time.  The
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          2  centriversion (phonetic) of the DREAM Act would

          3  allow DREAM Act recipients in the first stage, those

          4  are the temporary residents, prior to becoming

          5  permanent residents or what they are calling

          6  conditional residents to receive federal student

          7  loans and to participate in federal work study

          8  programs but not to receive grants.  The house

          9  version doesn't have that but we're hopeful that if

         10  the law passes that will be included, and of course

         11  this would be a tremendous benefit to the

         12  undocumented students.  Many of the students that I

         13  teach now, I teach in the evening, many of them work

         14  all day, some of them are undocumented.  It's very

         15  difficult for them and hopefully these loans will

         16  assist them.  I would point out, I know you know

         17  this, but for those in the audience that don't, that

         18  we do have programs within CUNY that are available

         19  to undocumented students to provide financial aide.

         20  We have the Vallone Fellowship Program, which

         21  through the generosity of the City Council and the

         22  City of New York provides $650 per semester, per

         23  individual, so long as they maintain a B average, if

         24  they've graduated from a New York High School with a

         25  B average.  Also the Honors College is open to
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          2  undocumented students and some of our campuses have

          3  merit scholarships that are available to

          4  undocumented students as well.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Well I just want

          6  to thank you very much and please continue the good

          7  work.  I think CUNY has done some good work in this

          8  area to open up the doors and not turn these dreams

          9  into nightmares.  So keep up the good work.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 MR. WERNICK:  Thank you very much.

         12                 MS. ALEXANDER- WALLACE:  You too,

         13  thanks.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Sir, sir, we're

         15  not finished with you yet.

         16                 MR. WERNICK:  I'm sorry.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  I'd like to ask

         18  Council Member Eugene, I think he has a question.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Chair, thank you very much.  Good afternoon.  I just

         21  want to commend you for your effort and everything

         22  that you are doing on behalf of the immigrant

         23  student.  But we all know that we cannot deny to the

         24  young people, to the student, their piece of

         25  American dream.  They deserve it.  They are good
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          2  students, they want to go to school, they want to

          3  become better citizens, proactive and positive

          4  citizens, they want to contribute to the system.  It

          5  is going to be a win- win situation.  It is going to

          6  be good for a our City, it is going to be good for

          7  our Nation.  By giving to the immigrant student the

          8  opportunity to become a resident or to have a green

          9  card would reduce our, what we call, juvenile

         10  delinquency, crime, and all the bad, you know,

         11  areas, all the bad things you know about children.

         12  Again, I believe this is a good thing to do and for

         13  us, elected officials, this is a moral obligation to

         14  give to those children the opportunity to receive

         15  and to obtain the American dream.  But I have one

         16  question, do you have in place, or are you planning

         17  to put a structure in place, to have those on the

         18  committed student get their green card and also to

         19  benefit all the advantage or financial assistance

         20  that are available for them to go to college?

         21                 MR. WERNICK:  In terms of immigration

         22  assistance, Councilman, we have now operating as

         23  part of the City University of New York, six full

         24  time offices providing free immigration services

         25  staffed by attorneys, paralegals, and legal
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          2  assistants.  Four of those are based on college

          3  campuses, one is based at the Queensborough College

          4  Outreach Center in Flushing, and one is 181st Street

          5  at the CUNY Express Office in Washington Heights.

          6  We also provide services at six part time locations

          7  throughout New York City, and also those are staffed

          8  by attorneys and paralegals, and we feel that we are

          9  doing what we can to provide 100 percent free

         10  services.  We assist every possible applicant to

         11  complete any applications they have in the system

         12  and compiling the documents that they need to

         13  qualify for legal status.  Should the DREAM Act

         14  become law, we would, of course, endeavor to expand

         15  our services at our centers, and also to work with

         16  community based organization and bar associations to

         17  ensure that every New Yorker who qualifies under the

         18  DREAM Act gets free services and will be able to

         19  become a conditional and permanent resident.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE:  Thank you

         21  very much.  Thank you.  And keep on doing the good

         22  job.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 We have been joined by Council Member
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          2  Brewer.  Do you have any questions?

          3                 Okay, thank you, we want to thank you

          4  for your testimony.  The next panel is Martha Cruz

          5  who is a teacher in New York City High School,

          6  Elizabeth Garcia, Covenant House, New York,

          7  Arthurine DeSola, and then George Priestly.  You may

          8  begin by identifying yourself so that we can move

          9  this along.

         10                 Can you press the button so that we

         11  can hear you.

         12                 MS. CRUZ:  Okay, my name is Martha

         13  Cruz and I'm a High School Teacher and I bring you

         14  greetings from my high school class.  When I told my

         15  students that I was coming to speak on behalf of the

         16  DREAM Act, they were excited, they applauded, and I

         17  could see in their faces the hope and the

         18  expectations.

         19                 I have been teaching Government and

         20  for the past two years I have taught my students how

         21  participation in government is the key to a strong

         22  democracy.  A strong democracy that we're beginning

         23  to appreciate.  We have sent thousands of letters to

         24  the White House, to the Senate, and we're waiting,

         25  we've been waiting for many years.  Since 2005, my
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          2  students have really taken into it. They have taken

          3  very serious the idea of participating in

          4  government.  My 2005 class is already out, they

          5  graduated, but this class is very active and they

          6  were ready to call, and they wanted to be here.  But

          7  I told them to call Senator Schumer instead.  To

          8  call the Senate, and especially to ask for Senator

          9  Schumer and to ask him to stop sitting on the side

         10  and to come on board.

         11                 I can tell you about my students,

         12  some of them, especially Brain who is exceptional in

         13  math.  He wants to be an engineer.  He was accepted

         14  to Brooklyn Polytech, and he was very excited about

         15  it, this is June of 2007 when he came to see me to

         16  show me his acceptance letter.  And his excitement

         17  was very contagious, we all were happy, and he also

         18  got accepted to the Engineering School at City

         19  College.  He wants to be an engineer and he's

         20  exceptional in math, but when he realized that he

         21  was not going to be able to pay his college

         22  education, he became depressed. And I have been

         23  trying to get in touch with him and he's been very,

         24  very evasive.  He has not wanted to talk to me.  I

         25  don't know how he feels about participation in
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          2  government anymore.  I wanted him to write and to

          3  keep calling.  Keep calling, this is democracy. Many

          4  of us come from places where strong dictators

          5  silenced our voices and my students are not an

          6  exception.  And so by encouraging them to write we

          7  continue to hope.  And this is why we're here in

          8  this Country because of the strong foundations in

          9  democracy.  And I want to see the DREAM Act pass so

         10  that we continue to believe and to hope.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Excuse me, what

         12  high school did you say you are from?

         13                 MS. CRUZ:  Flushing High School.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Flushing High

         15  School.  Thank you very much.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  I know you

         17  taught, it was a high school from East New York, but

         18  it is from Flushing Queens.

         19                 MS. CRUZ:  Flushing High School.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Next speaker.

         21                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Hello, it's good to be

         22  here.  I'd like to thank Ms. Christina Iminus

         23  (phonetic), who I'm sure all of you know, for

         24  inviting me to testify before this Committee headed

         25  by Chairpersons Charles Barron and Kendall Stewart.
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          2   --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Can you speak up

          4  a little bit or into the microphone.

          5                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Is the mike on?

          7                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Is it on?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Oh, okay.

          9                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Thanks for inviting me

         10  to be here. I would like to just like to say thanks

         11  to Christina Iminus for inviting me to participate

         12  and for the great work that Councilmen Charles

         13  Barron and Kendall Stewart are doing with the rest

         14  of the members of the Education and Immigration

         15  Committee.

         16                 My testimony really is something that

         17  I want to share with you because a lot of us stand

         18  outside of the issue as if the issue affected

         19  individuals other than ourselves, and I see this

         20  issue as one that affects me personally.

         21                 My name is George Priestly.  I teach

         22  political science at Queens College.  I direct the

         23  Latin American and Latino Studies Program for the

         24  past 25 years.  I am also the Director and Principal

         25  Investigator of the Afro- Latino Project at Queens.
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          2  We have had several, several activities in Queens

          3  and in the City concerning this issue of immigration

          4  and also of citizenship.

          5                 My testimony before you today is in

          6  support of the DREAM Act, which I consider as a

          7  first step towards a sensible solution toward what

          8  many refer to as Comprehensive Immigration Reform.

          9  I will speak to the limitation of that concept

         10  later. Today I speak to you not only as one who has

         11  taught thousands of students over the past 38 years,

         12  but also as an immigrant who came to this country 46

         13  years ago, and as the grandson of Jamaican

         14  immigrants who migrated to Panama in the early years

         15  of the 20th Century to build the Panama Canal.

         16                 Let it be known that in addition to

         17  my expertise on the political economy of Latin

         18  America and on United States- Latin American

         19  relations, I speak from my experience as an Afro

         20  Panamanian and from the experience of my parents and

         21  grandparents as documented and then as undocumented

         22  immigrants to Panama, and from my immigrant and

         23  racial experience in the United States. These

         24  experiences in Panama and in the United States

         25  inform my perspective on the current immigration
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          2  debate and my unflinching support for the DREAM Act.

          3                 My grandparents and parents were

          4  amongst the tens of thousands of documented and

          5  undocumented workers from the English and French

          6  speaking Caribbean who built the Panama Canal.  And

          7  just like the millions of so- called documented and

          8  undocumented immigrants in the United States today,

          9  their labor was valued and their economic

         10  contribution to the Panamanian economy was

         11  appreciated while on the Isthmus; and like these,

         12  they were also stereotyped, discriminated and denied

         13  many social economic and political opportunities.

         14  Just like the millions of Asian, African, and Latino

         15  undocumented and documented immigrants in the United

         16  States today, these English- speaking, Black

         17  Antilleans were stereotyped, discriminated, and

         18  denied many social, economic and political

         19  opportunities for advancement on the Isthmus during

         20  the better part of the twentieth century.  Like the

         21  millions of U.S. documented and undocumented Asian,

         22  African, and Latino immigrants, they were seen as

         23  incompatible to the nation.  Just like many second

         24  and third generation Asian, and Latino immigrants in

         25  the United States today, those second and third
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          2  generation Antillean Panamanian like me, were

          3  regarded as what Mae Ngai in her book refers to as

          4  alien citizens.

          5                 As is the case today in dozens of

          6  U.S. counties where immigrants, documented and

          7  undocumented, are under siege in places like

          8  Hazleton, PA, and Prince Williams, Virginia, my

          9  grandparents and parents were also subjected to many

         10  anti- immigrant ordinances and exclusionary laws in

         11  Panama during the 20s and the 40s.  Denied access to

         12  schools, they and their children were accused for

         13  not assimilating or integrating fast enough into the

         14  Panamanian society.  Similar claims are being made

         15  today in the U.S. by nativist activists, journalists

         16  and scholars who claim that immigrants, particularly

         17  Latino are no interested in becoming Americans.  As

         18  a professor at Queens College, CUNY, I can tell you

         19  that is not the case.  If it is true that many

         20  immigrants face language issues as the they

         21  negotiate their way into the mainstream of U.S.

         22  society, the rate at which they learn English is

         23  truly impressive.  I can offer you many anecdotes on

         24  which I base this observation.  In 1983 I taught a

         25  Latino student who had arrived in the country a year
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          2  earlier and who was not quite fluent in English.

          3  Today that person is a college professor with a Ph.D

          4  from CUNY.  In 2005, twenty- two years later, there

          5  are millions of immigrant students, some brought to

          6  this country by documented or undocumented parents,

          7  who are eager to follow the same route as my 1983

          8  student, a route towards academic excellence and

          9  economic success.  The DREAM Act is their last hope;

         10  it is the last hope for their families; the last

         11  hope for their communities, and the last hope for

         12  this Country, which must level the playing field for

         13  these youngsters and unlock the door to equality,

         14  opportunity and prosperity for them, for their

         15  families, and for this nation.  You and I must do

         16  everything in our power to convince the U.S.

         17  Congress to approve the DREAM Act now.

         18                 We should approve the DREAM Act

         19  because it is the right thing to do; the moral thing

         20  to do, and the economically wise thing to do.

         21  Robert Gonzalez in the executive summary of a paper

         22  called Wasted Talent and Broken Dreams:  The Lost

         23  Potential of Undocumented Students argues forcefully

         24  for a sensible solution to the present exclusion of

         25  children of undocumented workers.  He states that,
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          2   "The current political debate over undocumented

          3  immigrants in the United States has largely ignored

          4  the plight of undocumented children."  Yet children

          5  account for 1.8 million, or 15 percent, of the

          6  undocumented immigrants now living in this Country.

          7  These children have for the most part grown up in

          8  the United States and received much of their primary

          9  and secondary education here, but without a means.

         10   --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Excuse me, I

         12  just want to do this because we have like a lot of

         13  people to testify, could you summarize because you

         14  have quite a bit written --

         15                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Okay.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- And we will

         17  have the entire text on file with the City Council,

         18  but if you can kind of summarize. --

         19                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Absolutely.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- Then all of

         21  you that testify can try to keep it to two minutes

         22  because we've got about --

         23                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Absolutely,

         24  absolutely.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  And this is very
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          2  valuable information.

          3                 MR. PRIESTLY:  Absolutely.  I just

          4  feel that going beyond the support for the DREAM

          5  Act, I believe that we have to refrain the

          6  immigration debate and we must work diligently

          7  towards the construction of a multi- ethnic multi-

          8  racial community, social justice agenda in order to

          9  empower the coalition of the new majority which are

         10  the majority here today.  For this to happen it is

         11  necessary to build bridges within and between our

         12  diverse ethnic racial communities, build bridges of

         13  respect; build bridges of social justice, and above

         14  all build bridges of solidarity.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Thank you very

         17  much for the most eloquent testimony.  Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 MS. GARCIA:  I would like to thank

         20  the New York City Council and the members of the

         21  Immigration and Higher Education Committees for

         22  providing me with the opportunity to testify here

         23  today.  My name is Elizabeth Garcia and I am the

         24  Director of Advocacy for Covenant House New York.

         25                 For nearly 35 years Covenant House
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          2  New York has been servicing homeless, runaway and

          3  at- risk youth.  We are the nation's largest,

          4  privately funded, non- profit adolescent care agency

          5  serving this population.  Last year Covenant House

          6  New York served over 7,000 young people, primarily

          7  between the ages of 16 and 21 in our residential and

          8  community based programs and through our street

          9  outreach efforts.

         10                 Many of the youth who find themselves

         11  in homeless situations are undocumented immigrants.

         12  Most have lived in the United States since they were

         13  very small children and they were brought to the

         14  U.S. by parents or caretakers seeking to escape

         15  repressive governments and oppressive poverty.  They

         16  did not choose to come to the U.S. or to be

         17  unlawfully present here. Nevertheless, they find

         18  themselves faced with laws and penalties intended to

         19  punish unlawful behavior. They live in constant fear

         20  of deportation.

         21                 Under current U.S. Immigration Laws

         22  there are very few options available for

         23  undocumented youth to adjust their status and become

         24  legal residents.  Most of the undocumented youth are

         25  unable to pursue higher education and are unable to
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          2  legally obtain work, thus placing them at greater

          3  risk of living in poverty and becoming chronically

          4  homeless adults.

          5                 Educational assistance, vocational

          6  training and job placement are three critical

          7  components of Covenant House New York Services that

          8  aid our youth in rising up out of poverty and

          9  achieving independence.  Unfortunately, for our

         10  undocumented youth, there is little we can do to

         11  assist them in obtaining a higher level of education

         12  and even less that we can do to help them obtain

         13  lawful employment.  Let me provide you with a case

         14  example:

         15                 Sabrina was brought to the U.S. from

         16  Haiti by her father when she was only four years

         17  old.  She grew up in New York City and excelled in

         18  school through elementary, middle, and high schools.

         19    When Sabrina was only 14 years old, her father

         20  abandoned her.  She spent the next three years of

         21  her life bouncing from one family friend's home to

         22  another.  Finally, when she was 17 years old, her

         23  high school guidance counselor referred her to

         24  Covenant House New York.

         25                 At Covenant House Sabrina was quickly
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          2  accepted into Rights of Passage program, a

          3  transitional living program that emphasizes self

          4  sufficiency through employment and education.

          5  Sabrina was able to finish high school at the top of

          6  her class while living in Covenant House, but then

          7  began the difficulty of finding a job and furthering

          8  her education.  Sabrina enrolled in each one of

          9  Covenant House's paid vocational training programs,

         10  as stipends were available for immigrant youth, but

         11  was unable to get a regular job outside of Covenant

         12  House.  In addition, her true dream was to go to

         13  school and receive a Political Science degree, yet

         14  was unable to afford the tuition.

         15                 Sabrina was a model client,

         16  ambitious, intelligent, well spoken, articulate,

         17  respectful, but it seemed that her options were very

         18  limited.  She could not return to her native country

         19  of Haiti, as she no longer spoke the language, had

         20  no family there, and very little connection to what

         21  seemed a foreign place.  Yet she had no way of

         22  pursuing or fulfilling her full potential in the

         23  only country she knew as her home.

         24                 The DREAM Act will provide a measure

         25  of fairness and equity to youth who through no

                                                            44

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  choice of their own find themselves in undocumented

          3  status.  It would also provide many benefits to the

          4  U.S. by reducing high school dropout rates.

          5                 The children of undocumented

          6  immigrants are far more likely to drop out of high

          7  school than are students who were born in the U.S.

          8  currently, only 40 percent of the undocumented,

          9  Hispanic males graduate from high school according

         10  to the Migration Policy Institute.  The DREAM Act

         11  provides a strong incentive to stay in school, since

         12  the tuition and citizenship benefits --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  We're going to

         14  also have to ask you, --

         15                 MS. GARCIA:  No problem.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- We keep

         17  interrupting, but summarize so we don't have to

         18  interrupt you.  --

         19                 MS. GARCIA:  Sure.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- You can't

         21  read verbatim all of the statements because they're

         22  long, and we have a lot of people who have to

         23  testify.  So rather than have me cut- in, get your

         24  stuff off and then summarize.  Okay?

         25                 MS. GARCIA:  Yes, just improve access
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          2  to college, as we've already mentioned, only about

          3  five to ten percent of undocumented youth go on to

          4  college, as compared to 75 percent of their peers.

          5  Also it would increase an educated workforce.

          6  According to ACE in 2004, over the next ten years,

          7  25 million jobs will be created and 80 percent of

          8  those will require post secondary education.  Right

          9  now, the people that are enrolled in school, we will

         10  not be able to fulfill this demand.  So being able

         11  to provide a clear legal path to higher education

         12  and citizenship, and employment for undocumented

         13  youth will make a significant positive impact on our

         14  future workforce.  A more educated workforce will

         15  lead to higher wages and lower crime and poverty

         16  rates. Undocumented youth who were brought to this

         17  Country by their parents with no choice of their own

         18  have a right to pursue their dream and have the

         19  right to go on to education and become successful

         20  and productive members of this society. So we

         21  really, really should do something as a City, as a

         22  State, as a Country to make sure that this DREAM Act

         23  passes.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  In an effort to
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          2  be fair to each one, we would like to have you read

          3  your statement for no more than three minutes.  We

          4  are going to set the time for three minutes, at the

          5  end of three minutes we will then cut you off

          6  because we have quite a number of people who would

          7  like to testify today.  And I think you all are on

          8  the same side, and I think what we're hearing that

          9  you're saying, some of the same things over and

         10  over, so we're going to give each person three

         11  minutes to at least summarize, or to articulate

         12  their position.

         13                 MS. DESOLA:  Thank you.  Good

         14  afternoon, Chairman Barron, distinguished members of

         15  the Higher Education Committee. I wish to thank you

         16  for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the

         17  Professional Staff Congress in support of the City

         18  Council Resolution No. 1087.  The resolution calls

         19  on the United States Congress to pass the

         20  Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors

         21  Act of 2007, or DREAM Act, and I am especially happy

         22  to be here today with students, fellow faculty and

         23  immigrant rights organizations to urge its passage.

         24                 My union represents 20,000 CUNY

         25  faculty and professional staff who know first- hand
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          2  the particular hurdles facing undocumented students

          3  struggling to complete their education and find

          4  employment.  Several years ago, New York State

          5  passed a law granting undocumented minors, who are

          6  brought to the U.S. by their parents as children and

          7  graduate from high school in New York State.  They

          8  grant them this right to graduate from New York

          9  State, the right to attend CUNY and pay in-state

         10  tuition.  This forward thinking legislation, which

         11  our union strongly advocated, has opened the door to

         12  a college education for thousands of talented young

         13  people since 2001.  Today, more than a third of the

         14  entire CUNY student body comes from other countries.

         15  While this figure includes students on temporary

         16  visas, many immigrant young people, who have lived

         17  in the City for years and will contribute enormously

         18  to the City's economy as professionals and skilled

         19  workers if given the chance.

         20                 However, without the passage of the

         21  DREAM Act or broader comprehensive immigration

         22  reform, these young people have no means to qualify

         23  for permanent legal residency and obtain a green

         24  card to work legally.  Thus, despite their talent,

         25  perseverance and desire to build a better life for
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          2  themselves, their families and broader community,

          3  they are stuck in limbo with no path forward.  The

          4  DREAM Act would rectify this injustice by granting

          5  conditional residence status for six years to

          6  students who were brought to the United States

          7  before age 15 and graduate high school.  If they

          8  then earn a two- year college degree or serve at

          9  least two years in the U.S. Military, they would be

         10  able to apply for regular permanent resident status.

         11

         12                 As a counselor at Queensborough

         13  Community College for many years and now as an

         14  elected officer of the PSC, I witnessed immigrant

         15  students efforts to complete college on many, many

         16  different levels.  They are hungry for a college

         17  education, but like most CUNY students, they also

         18  come from families of very modest means.  Many

         19  worked full- time and frequently took time off from

         20  school to earn enough money to pay for the next

         21  semester's tuition and fees.  However, unlike CUNY

         22  students born in the United States, immigrant young

         23  people are not eligible for either federal Pell

         24  Grants or TAP assistance.  The DREAM Act would

         25  unlock this door as well.
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          2                 It is estimated that 65,000

          3  undocumented students graduate high schools in the

          4  United States.  --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Could you

          6  please summarize now?

          7                 MS. DESOLA:  Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  You have a few

          9  seconds to do it in.

         10                 MS. DESOLA:  Okay.

         11                 We commend the Council members for

         12  introducing Resolution 1087 and urge the swift

         13  passage by the entire Council to send a message to

         14  Congress.  We of the Professional Staff Congress

         15  recommit ourselves to push the U.S. Congress to pass

         16  the DREAM Act into law.

         17                 Thank you very much for your

         18  attention and time.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.  Any

         20  questions? Thank you.

         21                 Our next panel, we have Christina

         22  Baal, Joe Taranto, Angela Lee, and Silvia Gonzalez.

         23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do you have

         24  any copies of your statement?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  You can begin.
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          2                 MS. BAAL:  My name is Christine Baal

          3  and I'm the Director of Immigrant Family Services at

          4  Cabrini Immigrant Services.  Cabrini served 15,000

          5  residents of New York City last year along, many of

          6  whom are DREAM Act students and their families. I'm

          7  here to speak on their behalf.

          8                 All tax payers, not just immigrant

          9  students, would benefit from the passage of the

         10  DREAM Act. According to a RAND study, a college

         11  graduate stands to generate an annual fiscal benefit

         12  of $9,000.  If the DREAM Act were passed today an

         13  estimated 300,000 students would immediately qualify

         14  for Legal Permanent Residence and would be able to

         15  work legally at higher paying jobs, entering a

         16  higher tax bracket.  This means that by passing the

         17  DREAM Act, $2.7 billion could immediately be

         18  generated in tax dollars in one year alone, not

         19  including any revenue from immigration application

         20  fees paid by DREAM Act applicants.  This is $2.7

         21  billion that is already owed to us.  Ironically,

         22  much of our opposition spread falsehoods that the

         23  undocumented are benefiting from our educational

         24  system and not paying back into it despite the fact

         25  that immigrants pay taxes using their ITIN number.
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          2  The truth is, it's our own laws that prevent the

          3  undocumented from earning what they are worth and

          4  paying the higher amount of taxes they are willing

          5  to pay.

          6                 Passing the DREAM Act also stands to

          7  create 1.2 million skilled workers in countless

          8  industries.  Some of our students at Cabrini have

          9  already graduated college with honors, have passed

         10  licensing tests in their prospective fields, and are

         11  ready and willing to contribute their labor and tax

         12  dollars as soon as they are eligible.  But again, it

         13  is our broken immigration system, not their intent,

         14  that stops us from reaping the fruits of our own

         15  educational system.  Our Country and City is

         16  constantly trying to remain competitive in many

         17  fields but again we sit on the resources that will

         18  allow us do that.

         19                 My father moved to New York from the

         20  Philippines in 1969 when immigration laws created

         21  more opportunities for hard working immigrants.  He

         22  came with $200 in his pocket and one suitcase and is

         23  now a retired homeowner with three professional

         24  daughters who each have Masters Degrees.  The three

         25  of us, a lawyer, a public school teacher, and a
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          2  social worker, are representative of what

          3  potentially lies ahead for the 1.2 million students

          4  who would be impacted by the DREAM Act.  Our family

          5  is an example of what happens when opportunities are

          6  created that allow immigrants to fully realize their

          7  potential.

          8                 Finally, some of my young clients who

          9  could not miss class today are here and wanted me to

         10  pass along a few messages to all of you.  Pablo, a

         11  21 year- old computer engineering student said,

         12   "please help pass the DREAM Act so that I can

         13  provide for my family and work for a company where

         14  my talents can be utilized." Lisa, a 20 year- old

         15  education major said, "I never did anything wrong.

         16  I'm not a criminal.  I work two jobs and am a full

         17  time student.  Please help pass the DREAM Act so I

         18  can stay with my family and become an elementary

         19  school teacher like I've always dreamed."  And

         20  finally 15 year- old Adriana said, "I was little

         21  when I came.  I didn't know what any of this meant.

         22  All I knew was that my dad was sick and I wanted to

         23  go to the U.S. to be with him.  I want a job where I

         24  can help others the way I've been helped.  I need

         25  the DREAM Act to do that."
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          2                 Thank you for your time today.

          3                 MR. TARANTO:  Excuse me.  Good

          4  afternoon, my name is Joe Taranto.  I am a Staten

          5  Island resident, and undergraduate student at New

          6  York University and a proud supporter of the DREAM

          7  Act.

          8                 I learned most of what I know about

          9  American values from my grandmother who came to the

         10  United States as a teenager. And she always taught

         11  me about the promise of success in exchange for hard

         12  work, dedication, sacrifice, and perseverance.

         13                 I grew up absolutely certain that by

         14  studying hard and making the right decisions I would

         15  one day find success.  But this is simply not the

         16  case for hundreds of thousands of young people in

         17  the U.S. today.  Each year approximately 65,000

         18  bright and promising undocumented students graduate

         19  high school with fewer options and uncertain

         20  futures.  Sixty- five thousand.  Not just a number,

         21  these are people.  They are some of my closest

         22  friends. They are graduates of the City University

         23  of New York.  They are politics and business majors,

         24  community organizers, future teachers and engineers.

         25    And they are waiting for Congress and the
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          2  President to pass a piece of legislation that will

          3  enable them to put their hard earned college degrees

          4  to work.  And that legislation is the DREAM Act.

          5                 Where are the well- deserved

          6  opportunities for our undocumented youth who have

          7  played by the rules, graduated from high school and

          8  even college and stayed out of trouble?  In New York

          9  and all over the country exceptional students are

         10  being denied the chance to succeed.

         11                 This is clearly not only a critical

         12  issue of civil and educational rights, but a moral

         13  issue, one of fundamental fairness.  Political

         14  indifference to the struggles of undocumented youth

         15  is simply unacceptable.  How can we allow our

         16  federally elected officials to look on as these

         17  students, who have accomplished so much, are in turn

         18  forced to live lives of fear and repression.

         19                 The DREAM Act would allow

         20  undocumented students to continue on to higher

         21  education and eventually apply for citizenship.  It

         22  would serve as an incentive for the completion of

         23  both high school and college and would ensure that

         24  DREAM students are prepared to compete in a high

         25  skilled job market.
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          2                 Without the DREAM Act, undocumented

          3  students, regardless of their aspirations and

          4  achievements will be forced to take low wage work

          5  with little hope for advancement.  Since I've begun

          6  working in immigrant rights I have worked on a

          7  number of issues, but none of them has hit home more

          8  than the DREAM Act.  The DREAM students whom I have

          9  met are young people, just like me, with the same

         10  desire for a lifetime of success and contributions

         11  to our society.  Why then should I be given so many

         12  opportunities when undocumented students have so

         13  few.

         14                 I would like to thank the Committees

         15  of Higher Education and Immigration for jointly

         16  proposing this resolution in support of the DREAM

         17  Act.  I'm proud to live in a City that recognizes

         18  the potential of undocumented youth and the

         19  disastrous consequences of denying these people the

         20  right to exercise that potential.  I'm also proud to

         21  say that my school, NYU, has also expressed support

         22  of the DREAM Act and this is yet another testament

         23  to the broad- based support.  So we would certainly

         24  appreciate if you could use your leadership as

         25  elected officials representing New York to urge our
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          2  elected officials on the federal level to ensure the

          3  passage of the DREAM Act this year.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Next.

          6                 MS. GONZALEZ:  Good afternoon, my

          7  name is Silvia Gonzales, and I graduated from

          8  International High School at Lewardick Community

          9  College (phonetic) last summer, 2006, and I am

         10  currently an undergraduate student at Hunter

         11  College.

         12                 As human beings, nature does not ask

         13  where a person would like to be born.  It just

         14  happens.  For many families parents do not ask their

         15  kids whether or not it is a good idea to move to

         16  another country, they just do it.  Sadly many times

         17  parents do not see the burden their kids are facing

         18  when they know their dream to go to college is

         19  limited.  Many of them will probably not go to

         20  college, although those who understand these are

         21  mostly their friends, youth and classmates.  As an

         22  immigrant who came to the United States at a very

         23  early age from Peru nine years ago, it breaks my

         24  heart to know, and see how many of my close friends

         25  have limitations that keep them from going to
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          2  college.

          3                 I would like to know if some of you

          4  remember your years in high school, or even in

          5  junior high school when sometimes teachers or anyone

          6  on the street ask you, what do you want to be when

          7  you grow up, and they probably respond with a spark

          8  in their eyes, I want to be a doctor, another one

          9  says I want to be a teacher, another one wants to be

         10  youth organizer, and so on. Aren't these responses

         11  and dreams familiar to all of us?  Now, how shocking

         12  it is to see, and for this I ask you to visualize

         13  their faces at the moment of knowing that they can't

         14  go to college, that all of the years they have been

         15  getting prepared to go to college, studying while in

         16  high school, was simply thrown in a garbage bag.

         17  Maybe garbage bag is not an appropriate word to use

         18  at this moment, but that's how they feel and I can't

         19  put that feeling in a nicer way.

         20                 It might be hard to imagine a drunk

         21  person's dreams fade away and to see that spark in

         22  their eyes is no longer there. Instead those eyes

         23  are full of tears and disappointment because even

         24  though some of them might get accepted to college,

         25  it is hard to pay tuition or apply to any
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          2  scholarships.  Let me tell you something, I've seen

          3  those eyes and I've cried next to them. Because I

          4  share those same feelings and the same way we shared

          5  the science class during third period on Tuesday

          6  night.

          7                 For some of you that have children,

          8  for example, what are your kids dreams?  Do you

          9  know?  And if you do, don't you think there might be

         10  another drunk person in your neighborhood that

         11  probably has those same dreams and the only

         12  difference may be that unfortunately they cannot

         13  pursue their dreams because of the reuse (sic)

         14  statens.

         15                 I often hear people say students are

         16  the future, now I say that students who will benefit

         17  from the DREAM Act and are eager the same way I am

         18  to continue their education after high school want

         19  to follow their dreams, are truly our future.  This

         20  is why I'm very proud to support the DREAM Act

         21  because it is hope, it is my hope, it is my best

         22  friend's hope, it is the hope of every young person

         23  wanting to pursue higher education and I want to

         24  thank the New York City Council Committee of Higher

         25  Education and Immigration and the New York City
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          2  Youth Leadership Council and all the other

          3  organizations present today, as well as my sister,

          4  fighting for the DREAM Act.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  I did want to

          6  say this first, you challenged the City Council

          7  Members, particularly Tony Avella and Dr. Kendall

          8  Stewart to try to remember when they went to

          9  elementary school and high school.  Of course, I

         10  remember clearly and I understand what you're

         11  talking about, but you really challenged my

         12  colleagues.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  We have been

         14  joined by Council Member Darlene Mealy, Council

         15  Member from Brooklyn.

         16                 You may continue.

         17                 MS. LEE:  Good afternoon.  I want to

         18  thank the members of the Immigration and Higher

         19  Education Committee for holding this important

         20  hearing.  In particular Committee Chairs Charles

         21  Barron and Kendall Stewart for inviting us to

         22  testify on the DREAM Act.  My name is Angela Lee and

         23  I am the Program Associate for the Immigration

         24  Advocacy Program at the New York Immigration

         25  Coalition.  The New York Immigration Coalition is an
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          2  umbrella policy and advocacy organization for over

          3  200 member organizations throughout New York State

          4  that promotes justice and opportunities for

          5  immigrants and refuges.

          6                 This year in the 110th Congress, the

          7  comprehensive immigration reform debate has once

          8  again failed.  As a result of inaction at the

          9  federal level, the Department of Homeland Security

         10  and Immigration Customs Enforcement has stepped up

         11  internal enforcement as a means of dealing with a

         12  dysfunction immigration system.  Every day that

         13  passes without comprehensive immigration reform is a

         14  day when families are shattered by separation and

         15  from deportations or waiting hopelessly to be

         16  reunited with their loved ones.

         17                 Congress has the opportunity to take

         18  a positive step to begin to address the broken

         19  immigration system.  Last week, Senators Durbin,

         20  Hagel and Lugar reintroduced the DREAM Act as a new

         21  stand-alone bill, S. 2205.  The proposed legislation

         22  would give undocumented youth a path to citizenship

         23  for those who graduate from high school, and attend

         24  higher education or serve in the military for two

         25  years.  The DREAM Act would provide hope to
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          2  immigrant students and lead more of them to remain

          3  in school.  As an example of the fiscal benefits of

          4  this legislation, a RAND study showed that a 30 year

          5  old Mexican immigrant women who graduates from

          6  college will pay $5,300 more in taxes and cost

          7  $3,900 less in government expenses for each year

          8  than if she dropped out of high school.  This

          9  amounts to an annual fiscal benefit of over $9,000

         10  per person per year, money that could be used to pay

         11  for the education of other children.  The Migration

         12  Policy Institute estimates that there are over

         13  360,000 young people that would stand to benefit

         14  from the DREAM Act.  This sound policy would have an

         15  enormous impact in the lives of thousands of youth

         16  in New York City.

         17                 We applaud the New York City Council

         18  for urging lawmakers at the federal level to pass

         19  the DREAM Act.  An estimated 30,000 undocumented

         20  youth could stand to benefit from the DREAM Act in

         21  New York State.  State and local taxpayers have

         22  already invested in the education of these children

         23  in elementary and secondary school and deserve to

         24  get a return on their investment.

         25                 I'm just going to break from my
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          2  remarks here and just have to break the bad news

          3  that the DREAM Act failed this vote at 52 to 44, and

          4  although this is a very timely resolution, we

          5  definitely hope that the New York City Council

          6  throws its weight behind the DREAM Act and we thank

          7  you very much for supporting this resolution.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  We have just

          9  been joined by Council Member Dave Weprin from

         10  Queens?

         11                 Are there any questions?  Thank you

         12  for your testimony.  Thank you.

         13                 Our next panel we have Ann Schaffer,

         14  Adi Beinhert, Luz Salazar, Yesenia Garcia.

         15                 Just remember the rules, you identify

         16  yourself, you have three minutes.  At the end of

         17  your three minutes if you did not finish we will

         18  then ask you to summarize.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MS. SCHAFFER:  Good afternoon

         21  Chairman Stewart and Chairman Barron and honorable

         22  members of the New York City Council Higher

         23  Education and Immigration Committees.  I speak today

         24  on behalf of the American Jewish Committee.  We are

         25  the nation's oldest human relations organization and
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          2  we have 175,000 members nationally, members and

          3  supporters and we are represented by 32 chapters

          4  nationwide.  As American Jews we have long supported

          5  fair and generous immigration policies for three

          6  principle reasons:  1) Our own centuries- long

          7  historical experience as strangers, often as

          8  refugees from persecution, genocide and war, and if

          9  you will permit me Chairman Barron, encountering

         10  tremendous difficulties being accepted as immigrant

         11  in America, even though White, a century ago.      CHAIRPERSON

         12  BARRON:  I'll let you finish, but since you

         13  mentioned me, your discrimination doesn't come near

         14  the discrimination that people of color suffer.  So

         15  the reason why we, it wasn't pointed out to any

         16  single group, but when the complexion changed, the

         17  behavior changed and it's worse.  Because --

         18                 MS. SCHAFFER:  I recognize that.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- Racism, skin

         20  pigmentation does exist.  I only did that because

         21  you chose to single it out.

         22                 MS. SCHAFFER:  Thank you Sir.

         23                 2)  Our teachers instruct us, and I

         24  quote from the Vidicus (phonetic), "The strangers

         25  who sojourn among you shall be to you as the natives
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          2  among you, and you shall love them as yourself; for

          3  you were strangers in the land of Egypt."  3)  Our

          4  deep commitment to American democratic principles,

          5  pluralism, and the security and well- being of all

          6  who live here.

          7                 I also speak on behalf of a potential

          8  treasure trove for our nation, approximately 65,000

          9  students who graduate this and every year from

         10  American high schools and are unable to pay for

         11  higher education because they are undocumented.

         12  These students did not, as you know, make that

         13  decision to come to this Country illegally, all were

         14  brought here more than five years ago.  They have

         15  grown up in this Country, attended high school where

         16  they succeeded academically and in leadership and

         17  sport and almost all are going nowhere else.  Our

         18  current law provides no mechanism for them to apply

         19  for student loans or grants or to further their

         20  education, or to adjust to legal status.

         21                 The DREAM Act, unfortunately we have

         22  just heard that it has not passed but I urge you to

         23  continue to support it as it comes up again.  It is

         24  written with the highest standards and requirements

         25  and ensure our students can pursue a higher
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          2  education, obtain legal status, and contribute to

          3  American society.

          4                 Here is our choice:  Is it better for

          5  our Country to have such numbers of wonderfully

          6  promising young people remaining in an illegal

          7  status, unable to afford college, consigned to a

          8  permanent underclass or being part of an underground

          9  economy?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  I'll give you

         11  your time that was stolen from you a few minutes

         12  ago.  I'll give you time to finish.

         13                 MS. SCHAFFER:  Thank you.  I won't be

         14  long.

         15                 Or, is it better that they are here

         16  legally, educated and free to fully contribute to

         17  our common future?  Let us learn from an unfortunate

         18  experience in some European countries, where the

         19  children of immigrants, legal or illegal, are

         20  marginalized because of lack of higher education

         21  opportunities. This has created a serious

         22  underclass, and has exacerbated the national

         23  security concerns for those countries.

         24                 Allow me to stress three points very

         25  quickly.  1) All of our students deserve the
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          2  opportunity to realize their full potential,

          3  regardless of the outcome of current immigration

          4  debates.  2)  America continues to benefit greatly

          5  from its diversity which has created a rich and

          6  vibrant culture, and numerous contributions from our

          7  immigrants, including their disproportionate numbers

          8  in our armed forces.  3)  In this highly competitive

          9  global economy and to ensure our own national

         10  security, it is in America's interest that our young

         11  people are able to compete in the marketplace, to be

         12  fully integrated, and to feel that they are

         13  stakeholders in our society.

         14                 We urge you to support the next

         15  iteration of the DREAM Act, so that hundreds of

         16  thousands of young people can become part of the

         17  American dream, and in so doing, strengthen America.

         18  And I thank you.

         19                 MS. BEINHERT:  Hi, my name is Adi

         20  Beinhert and I'm representing HIAS, the Hebrew

         21  Immigrant Aid Society.  I want to thank you for this

         22  opportunity to testify before the Committee on

         23  Immigration, the Committee on Higher Education.

         24                 HIAS, The Hebrew Immigrant Aid

         25  Society, the international migration arm of the
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          2  American Jewish community for the past 127 years, it

          3  has assisted over 4.5 million refugees and

          4  vulnerable migrants around the world and in the

          5  United States by providing overseas assistance,

          6  resettlement in communities nationwide, and

          7  citizenship and other services to immigrants and

          8  refugees.

          9                 Based on the Jewish values of

         10  welcoming a stranger, which I mentioned already,

         11  there are 36 mentions in the Torah of assisting the

         12  stranger, but also in other faiths as well, in the

         13  New Testament, Jesus tells us to welcome the

         14  stranger and it also appears in Hindu script.

         15                 That being said, the beneficiaries of

         16  the DREAM Act are not strangers.  Brought to the

         17  United States by their parents as young children,

         18  these students grew up in America and consider this

         19  great country their only home.  These students are

         20  already part of our communities and that is why

         21  entire towns and congregations have rallied behind

         22  students who are threatened with dates of

         23  deportation.

         24                 The thousands of young people in

         25  their 20s and 30s who comprise the Hebrew Immigrant
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          2  Aid Society's volunteer core across the United

          3  States choose the DREAM Act as their main advocacy

          4  cause year after year.  These Jewish professionals

          5  and students feel strongly for the DREAM Act because

          6  they know these individuals not as undocumented

          7  immigrants, but as their peers and their friends.

          8  Not only are these young people already a part of

          9  America, but America is already a part of them.

         10  They have come of age in the United States, gone to

         11  American schools, watch American programs and listen

         12  to American music, celebrate American holidays, and

         13  speak American English, in sum, they are American.

         14  The idea of sending them back to a country where

         15  they haven't lived most of their lives is as

         16  impractical as it is inhumane.

         17                 We must not forget that these minors

         18  never chose to cross the U.S. border, but rather

         19  were brought here when they were young.  Jewish

         20  tradition teaches us that a child shall not share

         21  the burden of a parent's guilt, nor shall a parent

         22  share the burden of a child's guilt.  We should not

         23  punish these children for their parents' actions,

         24  but instead provide them with an opportunity to

         25  reach their full potential.  We can do so by
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          2  enabling them to become productive citizens of the

          3  United States, whether by furthering their education

          4  or serving in the U.S. Armed forces.

          5                 The DREAM Act will help break the

          6  cycle of underemployment, instability and poverty

          7  endured by undocumented immigrants by reducing

          8  dropout rates, criminal justice costs, and the need

          9  for public assistance.  It would also reward good

         10  behavior by young people who, despite their

         11  circumstances, have worked hard and remained in

         12  school.  The young people who would benefit from the

         13  DREAM Act are in the formative years of their lives.

         14    Further delay, even just a few years, would have a

         15  tragic impact.

         16                 I want to just take a little bit off

         17  my statement, I had one of my volunteers who had to

         18  leave, had a short one paragraph statement.

         19                 My name is Irina Levin and I live in

         20  Crown Heights, Brooklyn, and I am a volunteer at

         21  HIAS.  I came to New York with my family in 1988.  I

         22  was a refuge from the former Soviet Union and I was

         23  five years old.  Just like the kids who would be

         24  helped by the DREAM Act, I didn't have a choice, my

         25  parents made the decision for me.  And just like
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          2  those kids, I now consider this Country to be my

          3  home.  I remember my senior year of high school as

          4  being exciting and nerve- wracking because of all

          5  the choices, all the opportunities that lay ahead of

          6  me.  I can't imagine how terrifying it must be to

          7  not have those choice and opportunities taken away

          8  and face the possibility of being deported from the

          9  country you've grown up in.  As a former refugee, I

         10  see the DREAM Act as a beacon of hope for hundreds

         11  and thousands of children and a tribute to America's

         12  humanity.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MS. TAVAREZ-SALAZAR:  Good afternoon.

         15    Thank you for the opportunity to testify at this

         16  hearing on The Development, Relief, and Education

         17  for Alien Minors Act of 2007.  My name is Luz

         18  Tavarez-Salazar, and I am the Director of

         19  Legalization and Immigration Outreach at Catholic

         20  Charities.

         21                 For over 40 years Catholic Charities,

         22  Archdiocese of New York has worked tirelessly to

         23  welcome and integrate immigrants and refugees,

         24  including children.  In New York State, we are one

         25  of the largest immigration legal services providers,
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          2  helping more than 2,000 individuals every year with

          3  legal advice and representation before the

          4  immigration authorities.  Catholic Charities offers

          5  one stop help to immigrants and refugees whose needs

          6  go beyond that for legal assistance only.  Our

          7  paralegals and attorneys work closely with staff in

          8  other departments to maximize the use and

          9  availability of language, health, housing,

         10  employment, counseling, child care, youth, job

         11  training, domestic violence, mental health, and

         12  other services and resources.

         13                 And it is so through this daily work

         14  with thousands of immigrants that we see time and

         15  time again, the struggles and challenges that so

         16  many face because they lack legal status.  Never are

         17  these challenges more heart wrenching then when they

         18  confront innocent children who, throughout no fault

         19  of their own, are in the United States undocumented.

         20

         21                 In the absence of comprehensive

         22  immigration reform, across the nation, legislative

         23  bodies at all levels have been attempting to respond

         24  with piecemeal measures.  While Catholic Charities

         25  and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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          2  have consistently advocated for comprehensive

          3  immigration reform and have opposed piecemeal

          4  attempts, we strongly support passage of the DREAM

          5  Act, which would give thousands of high- achieving

          6  undocumented students the opportunity to meet their

          7  potential and better contribute to our society.

          8  According to the National Immigration Law Center,

          9  each year about 65,000 U.S. raised students who

         10  would qualify for the DREAM Act's benefits graduate

         11  from our high schools.

         12                 Specifically, the DREAM Act would

         13  provide a path to permanent residence and eventual

         14  citizenship for undocumented children brought to the

         15  United States years ago, provided that they graduate

         16  from high school and later pursue higher education

         17  or serve in the U.S. Military.

         18                 The DREAM Act cannot be misconstrued

         19  as amnesty, for it cannot be said to reward

         20  lawbreakers.  The children it would benefit were

         21  brought to this country illegally, or overstayed

         22  their visas as minor dependent on their parents.

         23  Far from being an amnesty, the DREAM Act proposes to

         24  extend the benefit of permanent residence only to

         25  deserving students, with good moral character, who
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          2  have not committed crimes, or present any security

          3  risks.  They include potential teachers, doctors,

          4  nurses, lawyers, engineers, computer analysts,

          5  athletes, artists, businessmen and women, all of

          6  them potential taxpayers and contributors to our

          7  economy and our society.

          8                 All of this being said, the DREAM Act

          9  is not enough to address the basic challenges and

         10  inequities at the heart of the United States' failed

         11  immigration system.  Catholic Charities and United

         12  States Conference of Catholic Bishops have

         13  consistently supported a comprehensive immigration

         14  reform program.  We continue to need comprehensive

         15  immigration reform that is humane and corrects the

         16  system that is currently not meeting the needs of

         17  immigrants, employers and the general public.

         18                 Thank you very much for this

         19  opportunity.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  To the point.

         21  And I wanted to recognize that we have been joined

         22  by Council Member Jackson and Council Member Mark-

         23  Viverito who stepped out.

         24                 You may continue.

         25                 MS. GARCIA:  Hi, I want to thank you

                                                            74

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  all for the opportunity to testify here today.  My

          3  name is Yesenia Garcia and I am the Youth Community

          4  Organizer at Suenos del Barrio Youth Initiative.

          5  And we just have a quick statement.  This is from

          6  the youth group.

          7                 We represent Suenos del Barrio, a

          8  group of 40 youth from Spanish Harlem and we support

          9  the DREAM Act.  We represent a cross- section of

         10  Latino youth in the community:  Citizens, residents,

         11  and undocumented students.  We believe that this

         12  piece of legislation is a long over- due adjustment

         13  to our immigration system.  The individuals that

         14  would benefit from this legislation are outstanding

         15  citizens that currently live in the shadows with no

         16  real hope of a future. The government must do its

         17  job and amend the message that is being sent out to

         18  our youth, education is a privilege.  Education is

         19  not a privilege, it is a right.  A right that should

         20  not be limited by gender, race or immigration status

         21  or any other man imposed category.  Students should

         22  not have to continuously pay for actions and

         23  decisions taken years ago in which they had no say.

         24  All that our youth seek is the opportunity that all

         25  of their peers have: A realistic opportunity to

                                                            75

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  attend and pay for college without the added

          3  pressure of a full- time job and no hope after

          4  graduation.

          5                 Let's support our youth and our

          6  communities by supporting the DREAM Act.  Support

          7  the children that have grown up amongst you, in your

          8  schools, in your playgrounds, in your churches, and

          9  in your houses.  They are only asking to be able to

         10  live the American dream.  Allow DREAM Act students

         11  to live up to their potential.  And remember that

         12  education is a right, and not a privilege.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Are there any

         14  questions from the members?  Council Member Jackson

         15  do you have any questions? Council Member Mealy?  We

         16  want to thank you for your testimony and we will be

         17  contacting you in future dates. Thank you.

         18                 The next panel that we have, Jonathan

         19  Gilad, we have Irina Levin, Sylvia Gonzalez, and

         20  Lola Gonzalez, Claire Lewis and Kiran Savage-

         21  Sangwan.  Is Claire Lewis around?  That's you?  Did

         22  we miss one?  Thank you.

         23                 You have each three minutes and you

         24  may identify yourself and begin.

         25                 MR. GILAD:  Thank you Councilmen.  My
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          2  name is Jonathan Gilad.  I am a student at Queens

          3  College in New York City, where I am studying

          4  History and Political Science.  I also serve my

          5  college as Deputy Holder of the Chair of the

          6  Academic Senate, and President Emeritus of the

          7  Political Science Club.

          8                 It is obvious from my extent of

          9  involvement in my college that I am not shy or

         10  scared of the spotlight, however, my first semester

         11  at Queens College I was just that, a shy, close

         12  minded freshman who was nervous in large social

         13  gatherings and anyone not Jewish.  This all changed

         14  one day when I met a fellow student named Sandra,

         15  who not only helped me overcome my own insecurities

         16  and anxieties, but taught me how to be a student

         17  leader. Sandra also helped me shred many of my

         18  prejudices of other people.  She also opened my

         19  mind, showed me how wonderful America and New York

         20  City is with its multicultural diversity and its

         21  dedication to freedom and democracy.

         22                 When Sandra told me she was an

         23  undocumented immigrant, I was shocked.  Here was a

         24  girl that was smart, capable, articular, and most of

         25  all a true leader and yet that meant nothing to an
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          2  immigration officer.  It was here that I became

          3  aware of the problems of our immigration system,

          4  that people like Sandra, who have shown that not

          5  only are they law abiding people, but that they

          6  lived the American Dream more than most Americans

          7  today, yet America was turning its back on them.

          8  This reminded me of my grandmother and her extended

          9  family of over 36, who tried to immigrate to the

         10  United States in the late 1930's to escape Nazi

         11  Germany.  Yet America turned its back on them too,

         12  and her family was denied entry and subsequently

         13  perished in Auschwitz.  It was only after the

         14  Holocaust that America opened its doors, but by then

         15  my grandmother was one of three surviving sisters

         16  who made it to New York.  When she passed away this

         17  past summer her family name was forever lost because

         18  freedom was denied to them.  I couldn't as an

         19  American allow America to turn its back on these

         20  students who not only deserve the right of freedom

         21  and democracy, but grew up as much as an American as

         22  I.

         23                 I then found out that there was hope

         24  for Sandra and the thousands of others like her.  I

         25  learned about the DREAM Act, and I never saw a more
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          2  perfect and more appropriate Act for a Country like

          3  the United States.  I feel like this is in no way

          4  giving a handout to these students since most of

          5  these children must work two or three jobs to

          6  support their education and in many cases their

          7  families.  I, like many students at Queens College,

          8  have a job but I could not imagine two or three

          9  while maintaining a G.P.A. of 3.8 or higher, as many

         10  of these students do.

         11                 As a student, and as an American

         12  citizen, I am proud to say that I support the DREAM

         13  Act.  I applaud the City Council for passing a

         14  resolution in support of the DREAM Act and I applaud

         15  Senator Clinton for her co- sponsorship of this

         16  bill.  I can only hope that many of her colleagues

         17  will follow her in ensuring that America still has a

         18  dream.

         19                 MS. LEWIS:  Hi, my name is Claire

         20  Lewis and I'm a sophomore at New York University.

         21  The main reason I support the DREAM Act is

         22  humanitarian, but I think that enough people have

         23  testified today as to the injustice of punishing

         24  kids for something that they had no control over.

         25  So instead I'm going to talk about another reason
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          2  that I support the DREAM Act, which is my own self

          3  interest as an American citizen and student.

          4                 Every year that goes by without the

          5  DREAM Act we deny ourselves the full contributions

          6  of 65,000 young people. Instead of enriching our own

          7  lives with the talents and energy and ideas of these

          8  new Americans, we force them to waste their talents

          9  in the back of restaurants and factories.  By

         10  refusing to legalize undocumented students we stifle

         11  the future accomplishments of 65,000 potential

         12  teachers, firefighters, doctors, musicians, poets,

         13  engineers and community leaders.  Maybe one of these

         14  potential teachers could be the only person that

         15  could teach my future child how to read, or brave

         16  enough to save my best friend from a burning

         17  building.  What if one of these 65,000 students has

         18  the intellect to find the cure for AIDS or

         19  Alzheimer's.  How could we possibly go wrong

         20  cultivating the talents of an immigrant who could be

         21  the next Louis Armstrong, or Walt Whitman?  Can we

         22  really afford to withhold the college education from

         23  the inventor of an affordable solar powered car or a

         24  diplomat who could bring peace to the Middle East?

         25                 The DREAM Act beneficiaries are the
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          2  best evidence in support of the bill.  They are

          3  talented, hard working, and courageous and it

          4  saddens me to think that so many immigrant kids

          5  never get to college.  They never get a chance to

          6  share classes at NYU to go over Physics homework

          7  together or debate about the true meaning of

          8  neoliberalism after class.  It's not fair to any of

          9  us. It's time we pass the DREAM Act for their sake

         10  and for ours and I'm very proud to be a part of New

         11  York City and to hear that the Council is supporting

         12  this resolution.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MS. SAVAGE- SANGWAN:  Is it on?

         15  Okay.  My name is Kiran Savage- Sangwan.  I'm an

         16  undergraduate student at New York University, and

         17  I'm here today to read the statement of New York

         18  University in support of the DREAM Act, and it's in

         19  the form of a letter from the Associate Vice

         20  President of Community and Government Affairs to

         21  Congressman Nadler.  And it reads: "New York

         22  University supports this legislation that creates a

         23  path to citizenship for children of immigrants who

         24  entered the U.S. before age 16 and lived here for at

         25  least five years if they attend college or embark on
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          2  miliary service.

          3                 NYU recognizes that New York City

          4  owes much of its growth and character to the

          5  contribution of immigrant communities and has always

          6  encouraged students of all ethnic and economic

          7  backgrounds to pursue a quality higher education.

          8  Expanding educational opportunities for children of

          9  immigrants not only helps individual students, it

         10  helps entire communities and the nation as a whole.

         11  Ensuring an educated and technologically literate

         12  workforce, encompassing both U.S. Citizens and

         13  children of immigrants is a key ingredient to

         14  maintaining our economic competitiveness in today's

         15  global economy.

         16                 We remain hopeful that Congress will

         17  be able to pass the DREAM Act this year.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  We have been

         20  joined by Council Member Jackson and Council Member

         21  Martinez.

         22                 Do we have any questions for these

         23  able speakers? Councilman Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Mr. Chair, I

         25  don't have a question, but let me just thank all of
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          2  you and the previous speakers for coming in and

          3  giving testimony.  I mean, I'm sure on a day like

          4  today you had other things to do but you felt that

          5  this was so important to come down to City Hall to

          6  give your testimony on behalf of yourselves and on

          7  behalf of others.  And so, all of you that testified

          8  on this panel and previous panels, let me just

          9  applaud you for standing up for what you believe is

         10  right.

         11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  As a student

         13  there is something that you can also do to help us

         14  on this project, and that is by getting your fellow

         15  students to spend at least 41 cents in mailing a

         16  letter to their Senator or to their Congress Person,

         17  so that at least they can bring this to the

         18  forefront.  Let them know that the students, even

         19  though you might be a citizen, you support the DREAM

         20  Act, and that they pass this DREAM Act.  If you can

         21  get any of your student body, get the folks to spend

         22  41 cent stamp to mail that out.  All right?  If you

         23  can do that, we'll appreciate that.

         24                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We're working

         25  on it.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Well I just

          4  would like to also say, don't be discouraged about

          5  the vote.  You know it took us years and years

          6  before we got a Civil Rights Act, before we got a

          7  Voting Rights Act, so this struggle continues and I

          8  think we should increase the heat in the streets,

          9  through the mail, do whatever we do, because this

         10  will come up again, and we're going to win because

         11  it's the right thing.  Just don't be discouraged,

         12  keep your head up.  The vote was in today, but it

         13  doesn't mean that we have been defeated.  Round one,

         14  they got that.  And we need to tell these democrats

         15  now that they are in the majority, why aren't we

         16  winning these things that are supposed to be a

         17  democratic issue?  So, especially write to the

         18  conservative democrats and make sure that this new

         19  majority that they have should bring in new

         20  legislation.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  I just want to

         22  make a clarity there, the vote to stop the debate

         23  and have the vote, we did not, I think this is what

         24  the voting was to stop the debate and we have not

         25  reached the 60 votes in the Senate to stop the
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          2  debate. However, this will be coming up some time

          3  again and we hope that all of the democrats and some

          4  more of the republicans join together to make sure

          5  that we can stop the debate and we can vote on this

          6  issue.  I think if we had gotten the 60 votes to

          7  stop the debate, those 60 would have voted for

          8  passage of the DREAM Act.  I think that's what the

          9  understanding is all about.

         10                 Once again I want to thank you,

         11  Co-Chair Barron.  I want to thank members.  Is there

         12  anyone else to testify?

         13                 Seeing no one I want to say thank --

         14  what, one person.  Can I have that slip please.

         15                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  Good afternoon,

         16  thank you.  I'm going to skip all the formal --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Just identify

         18  yourself and so that we can know you.

         19                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  My name is Walter

         20  Barrientos, and I am one of the founding members of

         21  the New York State Youth Leadership Council.  We are

         22  a network of young advocates and young leaders from

         23  New York who are advocating for the advanced

         24  immigrant youth through expanding access to higher

         25  education and let me just add that the DREAM Act has

                                                            85

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  really been the seed for the formation of our

          3  organization.

          4                 The DREAM Act has been our

          5  legislative priority since 2001 when it was first

          6  introduced and that's why we continued to work with

          7  many college leaders across the State and in the

          8  City, and many faith leaders, especially young

          9  people, and many of the faith communities and many

         10  other community based organizations who are

         11  advocating for this bill who know what this bill is

         12  about from first experience.

         13                 Let me just add that I'm an alumnus

         14  of Baruch College and I definitely am thankful for

         15  the education that CUNY was able to provide for me.

         16  And let me also say that this was the first time

         17  that the DREAM Act was brought up for a vote by

         18  itself in the Senate.  And the fact that it had 52

         19  votes is a very significant vote for us.  It's a

         20  very symbolic vote.  I have been informed that there

         21  were a number of Senators who were missing from the

         22  Chamber at the time when the vote happened, so there

         23  were about 58 or 57 votes in favor of it, and that's

         24  really what we were working for.

         25                 We wanted to keep the DREAM Act at a
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          2  top priority because it has been something that has

          3  been built up over the years.  This is the first

          4  time it was voted on.

          5                 And I just wanted to say that our

          6  organization was formed because of immigrant college

          7  students.  We realize the barriers that some of the

          8  people in our group, which our group is mainly

          9  volunteer based and most of them are undocumented.

         10  We realize many difficulties that many of our peers

         11  were facing in accessing higher education, simply

         12  because of their immigration status.

         13                 The problem behind the DREAM Act is

         14  just another symptom of our broken immigration

         15  system and just to give you a little more technical

         16  information on why these students are undocumented,

         17  many of them are undocumented because we have a

         18  family based immigration system.  If you don't have

         19  a parent or a sibling, or a spouse who can petition

         20  for you, who is a citizen or local permanent

         21  resident, there is no way under our current

         22  immigration system that if you have grown up here

         23  you can legalize your status.

         24                 A lot of students, and many of our

         25  members, are actually students who were petitioned
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          2  by family members, but their petitions have been

          3  backlogged in immigration for about ten years. Many

          4  young people who were petitioned by their parents

          5  have actually dated out of those applications

          6  because they have become adults.  And under

          7  immigration law, an application must be filed for

          8  you as soon as you become an adult.  So you have

          9  people waiting nine years just to age out of an

         10  application.  So they have to resubmit another

         11  application and pay the fees again.  So even those

         12  people who are following the rules, who have lawful

         13  permanent residence and citizen relatives, going

         14  through the channels that are available, are being

         15  affected by this bill.  So it's not just students

         16  who cross the boarder who have been here all along,

         17  it's a lot of students who actually petition by

         18  their family members who are not being able to

         19  legalize their status.  And that's what the DREAM

         20  Act would do.

         21                 I'm not sure if that was actually for

         22  me when I began.  But just wanted to add that this

         23  is the only thing blocking the futures of a lot of

         24  these young people and the reason why the DREAM Act

         25  is important is because it is taking into account
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          2  the only thing that immigrant students who have

          3  grown up here have, which is their high school

          4  diploma and their aspirations for the future.

          5                 If I may just add also, presumably

          6  New York City has one of the highest concentrations

          7  of DREAM Act eligible youth because of our

          8  demographics, as we said, because of the reach of

          9  the 19 campuses of CUNY across the City, and you may

         10  not realize, but also because of the accessibility

         11  to our campuses through public transportation.

         12                 In Texas, where students also have

         13  in-state tuition in the public colleges and in

         14  Arizona, many students have been caught by

         15  immigration officers as they are driving into campus

         16  to take classes, simply because of their immigration

         17  status.  So that's one of the privileges that we

         18  have in New York City and also recognizing the in-

         19  state tuition policy that we have for all of New

         20  York's high school graduates, not just those with

         21  immigration status.

         22                 Also to let you know that we have

         23  come across thousands of undocumented students in

         24  New York City and with very few exceptions

         25  throughout the years, most of them are attending

                                                            89

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  CUNY and are graduating from CUNY.  And for the most

          3  part they are also the first generation in their

          4  family to ever consider going to college and

          5  especially even attending colleges.

          6                 I have no official reports, but I can

          7  tell you from experience and from our membership,

          8  that we have many students with degrees in nursing,

          9  in teaching, in business, in science and technology,

         10  social workers, law school graduates, and many

         11  Masters and even Ph.D students currently attending

         12  CUNY.  All who have graduated from CUNY who are

         13  being barred from working legally and pursuing their

         14  careers simply because they do not have immigration

         15  status.  We have nursing students who are now taking

         16  care of elderly for private homes, getting paid half

         17  of what they would usually get paid when they

         18  graduated from college with these degrees simply

         19  because of their immigration status.  This is a

         20  clear example how federal laws are blocking and

         21  voiding the investment that New York City and New

         22  York State has put on these young people.  And this

         23  is clearly an example of how federal laws and

         24  immigration laws are blocking a lot of these young

         25  people from really exploring their potential and

                                                            90

          1  IMMIGRATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

          2  quite honestly we all know that this City cannot

          3  afford to not have any more bilingual teachers.  We

          4  cannot afford to not have any more bilingual nurses

          5  and we cannot afford to have all these other young

          6  professionals with high aspirations continue to be

          7  thrown in the garbage simply because of their

          8  immigration status.

          9                 Finally, I would just like to say

         10  that we are thankful that both of our Senators voted

         11  in favor of the DREAM Act today but let me just

         12  bring you a little bit of perspective on this.

         13  There was a time when the DREAM Act was first

         14  introduced when the entire New York City

         15  Congressional Delegation was signed onto the DREAM

         16  Act with exception of Vito Fosella from Staten

         17  Island.  When the DREAM Act was put out for a vote

         18  today, Senator Schumer was still not a cosponsor.

         19  We know that he is a supporter but he is also the

         20  third leading Senator in Washington D.C., and he was

         21  the only one that was not moving this bill forward.

         22  He represents the cultural capital of the states and

         23  he also represents the immigrant capital of the

         24  United States of America.  We need him to step up.

         25                 We have done all that we can. This
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          2  year alone I am pretty sure that we have submitted

          3  over 50,000 petitions to them.  We have made

          4  thousands of calls.  We have done everything that we

          5  can do as students and as regular community members

          6  to move our politicians to move forward.  But we

          7  really commend you for putting this step forward and

          8  putting the resolution and we really would ask you

          9  to place a call on behalf of the DREAM Act and make

         10  sure that they know that they need to pass the DREAM

         11  Act this year and how this is affecting our City.

         12                 We organized a lot of the speakers

         13  that were here today and we know that the City

         14  Council is limited in terms of what you can do for

         15  federal legislation, but this is honestly the only

         16  channel that we had to get to our elected officials

         17  because we have tried many times, more than ten

         18  times to meet with both Senator Schumer and Senator

         19  Clinton, and they are missing the mark on this.  Not

         20  only them, but also a lot of our house members.

         21                 So we would really appreciate if we

         22  have an official letter from City Council, and/or

         23  your Committees, and especially a call, really

         24  urging them to make sure that this passes because

         25  they are really staying on the sidelines and they
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          2  represent an immigrant state.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  I just would

          5   --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Council Member

          7  Mealy.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Yes, I would

          9  just like to let him know that Chuck Schumer's

         10  Office called me and let me know that he was for

         11  this bill.  And I commend you for coming forward but

         12  I know now that he is on board with this.  You can

         13  reach out to his office again.

         14                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  We know that he is

         15  in support --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Stay on top of

         17  him.

         18                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  Yes.  He just hasn't

         19  moved forward.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  There's a

         21  difference between verbal support of the bill --

         22                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  Right.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- And being a

         24  sponsor.

         25                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  And that's what
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          2  we've had.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:   See, you can't

          4  get the political mileage out of it by saying you're

          5  for it, and yet you're not one of the sponsors of

          6  the bill and pushing it forward.  So I think they

          7  are playing politics by having us come here and

          8  saying Chuck Schumer's for it --

          9                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  Right.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  -- But then when

         11  it comes to the actual sponsoring of it and pushing

         12  it, he's not there.  Either they are with us or

         13  against us and we need to just make it very, very

         14  clear so they don't come and use these hearings --

         15                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  And if I could add,

         16  Senator Reed from Nevada is --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BARRON:  Hold it.  Hold

         18  it.  I know you're excited, so am I.

         19                 But we just need to watch that we're

         20  not used by them to come here and say they are for

         21  something that they not really pushing and

         22  sponsoring.  I mean, that's very, very important,

         23  but go ahead.

         24                 MR. BARRIENTOS:  That's exactly my

         25  point.
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          2                 I just wanted to say Senator Reed

          3  from Nevada has been pushing this with all his

          4  heart, next to Senator Durbin, the two other leaders

          5  of the Senate.  And Senator Schumer, I just think,

          6  representing New York, I think it's unacceptable

          7  that both of our Senators are missing the mark on

          8  this.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Once again, we

         11  want to thank you for coming in.  We have to step up

         12  to the plate in terms of getting more action on

         13  this.  I think we should get the schools involved,

         14  get advocates involved, get everybody involved to at

         15  least write letters and make calls because this is

         16  something that affects New York City and not only

         17  New York City but New York State and the eastern

         18  border.  So at least they should know that we all

         19  support the DREAM Act.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 And having seen no other speaker we

         22  will adjourn this meeting.

         23                 (Hearing adjourned 3:07 p.m.)
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