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PRECONSIDERED RES.:

By the Speaker (Council Member Miller), Council Members Serrano, Koppell, Weprin, Katz, Nelson, Felder, Rivera, Comrie, Di Blasio,  Sanders, Fidler, Avella, Gioia, Gennaro, Gerson, Davis, Oddo, Lanza, and Gallagher

SUBJECT:



Resolution strongly condemning the murderous terrorist attacks against civilians in Israel and calling upon President George W. Bush to condemn the Palestinian Authority’s support of terrorists and harboring of terrorists and calling upon the President and the United Nations to work together to seek the closure of the United Nations Mission office of the Palestinian Authority in the City of New York.
On Thursday, August 15, 2002, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jose M. Serrano, will conduct a hearing on a Preconsidered Resolution which strongly condemns the murderous terrorist attacks against civilians in Israel, and calls upon President George W. Bush to condemn the Palestinian Authority’s support and harboring of terrorists.  This Preconsidered Resolution also calls upon the President and the United Nations to work together to seek the closure of the United Nations Mission office of the Palestinian Authority in the City of New York.  A copy of the Preconsidered Resolution is attached.

PRECONSIDERED RESOLUTION


According to the Preconsidered Resolution, there have been more than 13,000 Palestinian terrorist acts on Israeli citizens since September, 2000.  One of the most recent attacks in Israel led to the murder of United States citizens.  The Preconsidered Resolution states that the constant violence has made normal daily activities dangerous for those that live in the Middle East. Additionally, the Resolution states that the violence against Jews in Israel has sparked the re-birth of anti-Semitism in Europe.


The Preconsidered Resolution recognizes that the people of the City of New York are aware that Palestinian youngsters are encouraged to become living weapons at the behest of terrorist organizations, and that the people of the City of New York have looked on in horror and shock at the brutality that these terrorist organizations exhibit in their calculated attacks. 


The Preconsidered Resolution asserts that the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian Liberation Organization, under the leadership of Yasser Arafat, have failed to effectively speak out against terrorism and have further failed to take effective action to prevent such terrorist acts or to capture and punish the sponsor and leaders of terror.  According to the Preconsidered Resolution, the Palestinian Authority is a governmental entity that shelters, supports and sponsors terrorist groups, and therefore, it is a governmental entity that President George W. Bush and the United States government have pledged themselves to eradicate. 


In addition, the Preconsidered Resolution urges the governments of Europe to take all the necessary steps to protect their respective Jewish communities, and to make a concerted effort to cultivate an atmosphere of cooperation and reconciliation among the Jewish and non-Jewish residents of Europe.


Lastly, the Preconsidered Resolution urges the Security Council and the General Assembly to condemn the use of homicide bombings as acts of terrorism and barbarity. Since, according to the Preconsidered Resolution, the Palestinian Authority is a government entity that supports such acts of terrorism and barbarity, its office in New York City may pose a danger to the citizens of New York. Consequently, the Council has a responsibility to protect New Yorkers, and thus calls upon the President and the United Nations to bring about the closure of the United Nations Mission office of the Palestinian Authority in the City of New York.
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