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          1  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

          2                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: The Public

          3  Safety Committee will be starting right now

          4  actually. We'll open this up. Welcome, everyone.

          5  Today's hearing has been called for the purpose of

          6  voting on an important graffiti initiative, Intro.

          7  299-A. I have a long opening on this, but I won't

          8  give it, unless anyone has a question about it.

          9                 I should say it's the result of a

         10  long series of negotiations with everyone who is

         11  interested in this bill. It is the first of its

         12  kind. I believe it was introduced by Council Member

         13  Monserrate, who is here with us, and myself, and it

         14  will, for the first time, hold homeowners, six

         15  families and up, and commercial property owners

         16  liable for failing to clean graffiti on their

         17  property. The first time this exists in New York

         18  City.

         19                 In addition, for the first time in

         20  New York City, a separate bill, will make it illegal

         21  for anyone under 21 to possess graffiti instruments.

         22  Again, that has never existed in New York City.

         23                 In the past it had to be with an

         24  intent to use, but the Police Department could not

         25  enforce that without actually seeing them graffiti.
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          2  So, these bills would go a long way to enforcing the

          3  laws against graffiti and to cleaning up the City.

          4                 Let me introduce the Council members

          5  we have with us. We have Council Member Katz;

          6  Council Member Foster; Council Member Dilan. Council

          7  Member Monserrate, who I will go to for a brief

          8  opening in a moment. Council Member Gentile. I know

          9  Council Member Gennaro is in the room. I think

         10  Yassky is somewhere in the vicinity. And let me have

         11  Council Member Monserrate say a few words on the

         12  graffiti bill, which is the prime sponsor.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

         14  very much, Mr. Chairman. Let me just first and

         15  foremost thank you and Ted Baecher and the entire

         16  staff of the Public Safety Committee. Are you here,

         17  Ted? I'm actually going to compliment you publicly.

         18                 MR. BAECHER: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Which is

         20  probably not something you should be used to.

         21                 That was a joke, folks. I know we're

         22  on the record here.

         23                 But Ted, thank you. And for all of

         24  the members of the Committee, for their hard work

         25  and their understanding. This is a bill that
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          2  obviously was the result of a lot of negotiation and

          3  discussion and compromise, and though not perfect, I

          4  think brings us a lot closer to where we want to be

          5  to ensure we engender an environment that rids our

          6  City of graffiti and provides for responsible owners

          7  to ensure the quality of life of all New Yorkers.

          8                 And, Mr. Chair, I want to thank you

          9  for your co-sponsorship of this bill and your many

         10  hours of support. I think this is a good deal for

         11  the City of New York and I look forward to having

         12  the support of all of my colleagues in this

         13  Committee and in this Council, for this bill.

         14                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Councilman

         16  Monserrate, and I should reiterate what you said,

         17  this is probably the hardest that this Committee has

         18  worked on a bill, and I have to again commend Ted

         19  Baecher, who should actually be used to the

         20  accolades by now -- I just hope they don't go to his

         21  head -- regarding the work that is done. And the

         22  Administration for their help, and people like RSA

         23  and some of the civil rights groups are all very

         24  involved in the crafting of this bill so that it did

         25  impose fines, but, of course, did not unfairly treat
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          2  our homeowners. As you know, it does not affect

          3  anyone six families and under.

          4                 Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Mr. Chair,

          6  and also thanking the NYPD, the New York City Police

          7  Department, and the Legal Division, for their many

          8  hours of work on this. Thank you very much.

          9                 My regards to the Commissioner and to

         10  the Department for their fine work and their input

         11  which was really important on this bill.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I see Sue Petito

         13  here, and she's very involved. When I said the

         14  Administration, I meant all of you. Let's call the

         15  vote then.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         17  299-A.

         18                 Council Member Vallone.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. Chairman,

         22  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         23                 I'm going to vote no on proposed

         24  Intro. 299-A. And it's not an easy decision for me.

         25  With respect to the sponsor of the bill, and you,
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          2  Mr. Chair, I know your intentions are very good on

          3  this bill on behalf of all New Yorkers, but I'm just

          4  of the opinion that, you know, homeowners who are

          5  victims of their property being vandalized, are

          6  indeed crime victims, and I know you have worked

          7  diligently, numerous amount of cures into the bill

          8  that would hold them liable. I'm aware of all that.

          9  I'm aware of the negotiations that you had with

         10  people who are interested in this bill. But the one

         11  fundamental principle that I have that's not removed

         12  is that they are still crime victims, and for the

         13  City to potentially impose fines on people who are

         14  crime victims I have a fundamental problem with.

         15  It's like saying someone gets a broken leg and, you

         16  know, we don't like your cast, so if you don't get

         17  it removed fast enough, we're going to fine you a

         18  certain amount of money for a certain amount of

         19  period of time.

         20                 I know my analogy is simplistic, but

         21  in essence, it's the same thing. So, I feel

         22  compelled to vote no, even though I believe both

         23  your hearts were in the right places.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         12  Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         15  the affirmative, one in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         17                 Council Members, please sign the

         18  Committee report.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank you, to

         21  all of my Committee members, who found their way

         22  down here this morning for this. And I look forward

         23  to voting out of the full Council in a few hours.

         24  Thank you, all. The meeting is adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:19 a.m.)
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