New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0235-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notification and community input regarding designation of, removal of and changes to open streets

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Open Streets have become an important part of New York City’s public realm, providing space for pedestrians, cyclists, small businesses, and community activities — particularly in neighborhoods with limited access to parks and open space. Since the launch of the Department of Transportation’s Open Streets program, hundreds of streets across the five boroughs have been designated for car-free or car-limited use, reshaping how New Yorkers experience their neighborhoods.
While open streets offer significant benefits, decisions about their designation, removal, or modification can have meaningful impacts on residents, small businesses, and local institutions. Changes to open streets may affect accessibility, deliveries, traffic patterns, and community use of public space, yet notice and opportunities for community input are not consistently guaranteed under current law.
This bill would establish clear requirements for advance notification, community feedback, and reporting related to open streets. By requiring notice to affected representatives, creating a structured public comment process, and mandating regular reporting and updates, the bill ensures that decisions about open streets are informed by local knowledge and community needs. This legislation strengthens transparency and accountability while supporting thoughtful, community-centered management of the Open Streets program.


