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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Latonia McKinney, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No. 736-A
Committee: Office of Civil Justice

	Title: A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to an office of civil justice.

	Sponsors: Levine, The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito), Chin, Dromm, Johnson, Lancman, Lander, Rose, Rosenthal and Rodriguez



Summary of Legislation:  Proposed Intro. No. 736-A would require the Mayor to establish an Office of Civil Justice, either as part of the Mayor’s Office or a mayoral agency, to be headed by a Civil Justice Coordinator (CJC). The CJC would be appointed by either the Mayor or, if applicable, the commissioner of the agency in which the Office of Civil Justice would be housed. The Office of Civil Justice would be responsible for overseeing all aspects of civil justice programs and would facilitate the provision of civil legal services to low-income New York City residents. 
The duties of the CJC would include advising the Mayor on implementing and coordinating the provision of civil legal services among agencies, and reviewing budget requests and making recommendations on budget priorities with respect to such requests. The CJC would be responsible for assessing the efficacy and capacity of civil legal provider programs, pro bono programs, and law school programs such as clinics, to determine how many low-income New York City residents are served, and how many such residents have unmet needs for civil legal services. Additionally, the CJC would evaluate and recommend mechanisms for providing free and low-cost civil legal services during and after emergencies. Finally, the CJC would be required to identify areas and populations of the City that have the most unmet needs. 

The CJC would also be required to annually prepare and report its findings to the Mayor and City Council, and to submit a five-year plan for providing for free and low-cost civil legal services to those low-income city residents who need such services. In addition, the plan would also identify obstacles to making such services available to all those who need them and describe what additional resources would be necessary to do so.
Effective Date: This local law would take effect immediately.
Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: 2016
Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY16
	FY Succeeding

Effective FY17
	Full Fiscal Impact FY16

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: There would be no impact on revenues resulting from this legislation.
Impact on Expenditures: It is anticipated that this legislation would have no impact on expenditures. According to the Human Resources Administration (HRA), based on the current infrastructure and staffing at HRA, the cost would be zero to implement the legislation, and if new or emerging needs arise in the future HRA would consult with the Office of Management and Budget. Of note, in Fiscal 2015, the de Blasio administration shifted funding and responsibility for civil legal services from the Departments of Homeless Services, Housing and Preservation Development, Youth and Community Development,  Aging, and the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice to HRA in an effort to ensure maximum service impact to low-income New Yorkers and provide accountability. HRA has established and staffed a new unit to handle legal matters. The Fiscal 2016 Executive Budget includes $49.2 million in Fiscal 2016 increasing to $65.2 million in Fiscal 2017 and in the outyears to  for legal services at HRA.
Source of Funds to Cover Estimated Costs: N/A
Sources of Information:  Human Resources Administration
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Legislative History:  Intro. No. 736 was introduced by the Council on March 31, 2015 and referred to the Committee on Courts and Legal Services. The Committee considered the legislation at a hearing on April 15, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version, Proposed Intro. No. 736-A, will be voted on by the Committee at a hearing on May 26, 2015. Upon successful vote of the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 736-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on May 27, 2015.
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