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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the enforcement of commercial bicycle provisions.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 10-157 by adding a new subdivision j, and section 10-157.1 by adding a new subdivision e.
INTRODUCTION


On September 6, 2012 the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 896-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to the enforcement of commercial bicycle provisions.  This legislation would give the New York City Department of Transportation the authority to issue summonses for violations of rules and regulations related to commercial bicycles.  This will be the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT), as well as interested business and community stakeholders.
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 5,800 miles of streets, highways and 790 bridges structures, including six tunnels.  DOT is also responsible for installing and maintaining bicycle lanes throughout the City. Since FY 2007, DOT has installed over 280 bicycle lane miles, and is planning to install an additional 50 miles in FY 2012.
 

In order to ensure the safety of bicyclists and pedestrians, the New York City Administrative code contains provisions pertaining to the use of commercial bicycles in the City. According to existing laws businesses must provide delivery cyclists with the following items: a 3-digit individual identification number for each bicyclist, upper body apparel with the name of business and the bicyclist’s 3-digit number, a bicycle helmet, and a business identification card.
 Businesses are also required to equip each bicycle with a bell, white headlight and red taillight, reflectors, and brakes, and businesses are also required to display a poster explaining bicycle safety tips in an area easily accessible to delivery cyclists and in a language that they understand.
 Like all bicyclists, commercial cyclists are required to obey all traffic laws including yielding to pedestrians, riding in the direction of traffic, staying off sidewalks, and signaling when turning.
 Currently only the New York City Police Department enforces these provisions. The legislation being considered at today’s hearing would also give DOT the authority to issue civil penalties to violators and their employers.   

While accurate statistics on the use of commercial bicycles are not readily available, there is growing concern that few commercial cyclists are following the law. According to one estimate, only 10 percent of commercial cyclists are following traffic rules.
  To begin to address concerns related to commercial cycling, the DOT in July 2012, announced an initiative to deploy six deputized DOT inspectors to educate restaurants and other business about the City’s rules and regulations of commercial bicycles, and to issue summonses to repeated violators.
 The initial deployment is limited to the Upper West Side, but there are plans to expand the program citywide in 2013. Businesses found to be in repeated violation will be given a summons of up to $300.
 
ANALYSIS
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 896-A would amend section 10-157 by adding a new subdivision j and would amend section 10-157.1 by adding a new subdivision e.  New subdivision j of section 10-157 would allow section 10-157 to be enforceable by an authorized employee of the police department or department of transportation or any other person authorized by law. Subdivision e of section 10-157.1 would allow section 10-157.1 to be enforced by an authorized employee of the police department or department of transportation or any other person authorized by law.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 896-A states that the local law takes effect one hundred days following enactment, except that the commissioners of the department of transportation and the police department shall take all action necessary, including the promulgation of rules, to implement the local law on or before the date upon which it is to take effect.
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the enforcement of commercial bicycle provisions.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Section 10-157 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new subdivision j to read as follows:

j. The provisions of this section shall be enforceable by an authorized employee of the police department or department of transportation or any other person authorized by law.

Subdivision e of section 10-157.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 10 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

e. The provisions of this section shall be enforceable by [the police commissioner] an authorized employee of the police department or department of transportation or any other person authorized by law.

§ 2.
This local law shall take effect one hundred and twenty days after it shall have become law, except that the commissioners of the department of transportation and the police department shall take all actions necessary, including the promulgation of rules, to implement this local law on or before the date upon which it shall take effect.
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