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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good afternoon.

          3  I'm Council Member Leroy Comrie, Chair of the Rules,

          4  Privileges and Elections Committee.

          5                 I'd like to start the meeting.

          6                 Today we have a preconsidered

          7  resolution, which will be numbered shortly, which

          8  will be talking adding and amending certain rules of

          9  the Council.

         10                 As you know, we've been here just

         11  about 25 months now, and there have been certain

         12  things that we have had to revamp as a result of

         13  having such an active delegation.

         14                 And, so, we have some rules and

         15  amendments that we'd like to have voted out by the

         16  Council and discussed by the Council today.

         17                 I will introduce the members of the

         18  Committee that are here. Council Member Maria Baez

         19  from the Bronx; Council Member Melinda Katz from

         20  Queens; Council Member Christine Quinn from

         21  Manhattan; Council Member Madeline Provenzano from

         22  the Bronx; Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo; Council

         23  Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn.

         24                 And I want to thank our Counsel, Ed

         25  O'Malley, and our staff, Mr. Davis is here, from my
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          2  Committee staff. John Graham is here also. And

          3  Council Member David Weprin, who is already

          4  following one of our new rules. Okay, and Council

          5  Member Michael McMahon from Staten Island is with

          6  us.

          7                 Okay, before you, you have a document

          8  that I would like to run through quickly. As I said

          9  earlier, we've been looking at it, because of the

         10  rules of the Council, one item is because of the way

         11  that the Mayor eliminated the Public Advocate from

         12  being the presiding pro-tem, or the presiding

         13  officer for the Council meetings. We have had to

         14  make some changes in that and codify that rule and

         15  regulation. I'll go through the changes, and if

         16  anyone has any questions or comments, if you could

         17  just indicate, and then we'll vote on them either in

         18  a body or as a set, depending on the will of the

         19  Committee.

         20                 The first rule is Section 1, amending

         21  Rule 3.0, who presides. It provides the Council with

         22  the mechanism for appointment a presiding officer to

         23  lead a Charter meeting in which a new speaker is

         24  elected in cases where the previous speaker is no

         25  longer a member of the body.
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          2                 The need for this rule rises out of

          3  the recent Charter Commission proposal, which

          4  removes the Public Advocate as presiding officer,

          5  giving that responsibility to the Speaker.

          6                 As long as there is a Speaker, the

          7  Council would have a presiding officer, because he

          8  chose it or he would elect to be it himself.

          9                 Once the Speaker leaves the Council,

         10  until a new Speaker is elected right now, there is

         11  no presiding officer.

         12                 This rule would designate the City

         13  Clerk to act as presiding officer at the Charter

         14  meeting up to the point that the new Speaker was

         15  elected.

         16                 The new Speaker then would become or

         17  designate the presiding officer. That's Rule 3.0.

         18                 The next rule is Rule 3.15, as does

         19  Rule 6, it creates Rule 7.65. Both rules would

         20  prohibit the use of mobile phones during the course

         21  of Council meetings. This rule 3.15 applies to

         22  Stated Meetings and Rule 7.65 to committee meetings.

         23  And the Council prohibits the use of all mobile

         24  phones during the course of Stated Meetings.

         25                 The presiding officer shall enforce
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          2  this rule by directing that all mobile telephones be

          3  silenced or placed on vibrate at the start of the

          4  meeting, and they not be in use on the floor or in

          5  the room until the conclusion of the meeting.

          6                 Then we'll go to number four. Did I

          7  miss three? No, I'm getting to that next, I think.

          8                 Okay, Section -- I'm sorry. I'm

          9  looking at the brief and also looking at -- Number

         10  three. Rule 6.20, would allow the sponsorship of

         11  certain legislative matters selected by the Speaker

         12  under the designation by the Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections Committee.

         14                 As certain legislative matters could

         15  be introduced under the Rules, Privileges and

         16  Elections Committee, sponsored under which process

         17  shall be continued to assign to the appropriate

         18  Committee for this consideration.

         19                 Primarily this would be introductions

         20  that would be coming from the Mayor's Office, that a

         21  particular Committee Chair might opt out and decide

         22  not to sponsor.

         23                 There are certain rules. An example

         24  would be that if the Mayor wanted to impose, just to

         25  use an extreme example, a penalty for people that
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          2  didn't pay their water bills and they wanted to take

          3  away their property, and the sponsor of this

          4  particular committee did not want to put their name

          5  on it, because it's a Mayoral introduction, and that

          6  would go to the Rules, Privileges and Elections

          7  Committee.

          8                 It would still go before that

          9  committee to be heard, and that Committee Chair

         10  would still have control over the calendar and

         11  hearing of the bill.

         12                 Next item would be number four.

         13  Amending rule 6.4B. Removing the requirement that a

         14  memorandum in support accompanying resolutions at

         15  the time that their submitted for introduction to

         16  the Speaker's Office.

         17                 Primarily the resolutions are

         18  self-explanatory, you're trying to reduce paperwork.

         19  Most times if the resolutions are written in such a

         20  way that you understand what they are when you read

         21  the first paragraph.

         22                 Number five. Amending Rule 7.50C. The

         23  Rules of the Committee shall be amended to read as

         24  follows:

         25                 Each standing Committee, except for

                                                            7

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  the Committees on State Legislation, Standards and

          3  Ethics, Oversight and Investigation, and this

          4  Committee, Rules, Privileges and Elections, shall

          5  meet no less than once a month, except during the

          6  months of July and August.

          7                 Subcommittees or special committees

          8  shall meet as needed to complete their work.

          9                 In other words, except for the

         10  committees that I just stated, other committees are

         11  expected to meet at least once a month, sub and

         12  special committees are not expected to meet once a

         13  month.

         14                 The next one is number six. Amending

         15  Rule 7.65. That's the cell phone.

         16                 Number 7, Rule 7.70, concerning

         17  committee voting. The amendment would permit the

         18  Standards and Ethics Committee, when voting on a

         19  disciplinary matter, to vote in Executive Session.

         20                 This rule is consistent with Section

         21  105 of the Public Officers' Rule. In other words, if

         22  the Standards and Ethics Committee, if they have to

         23  vote on a disciplinary matter, should vote in the

         24  Executive Session because of the confidentiality of

         25  the matter, and to allow that committee to take the
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          2  witnesses and do what's necessary to make sure that

          3  all sides are protected in a confidential manner.

          4                 Where am I? Number eight. Regarding

          5  the reporting of the Council committees. This would

          6  amend Rule 7.80, which would require the Committee

          7  on Standards and Ethics to be required to include a

          8  finding of fact in its report when making a

          9  recommendation on a disciplinary matter.

         10                 Number nine, amending Rule 7.10,

         11  which would -- concerning a sponsor's privilege. The

         12  amendment would increase the time period for a first

         13  named sponsor to petition the chairperson for a

         14  hearing on a local law or resolution from 30 to 60

         15  days after its introduction. And we'll talk about

         16  that in a minute.

         17                 Number ten is amending Rule 7.120,

         18  regarding participation in committee meetings. The

         19  modification concerns the Standards and Ethics

         20  Committee and is limited to those cases when the

         21  Committee is in Executive Session, while considering

         22  a disciplinary matter.

         23                 When in such session, attendance and

         24  participation has limited to Committee members the

         25  subject of such disciplinary matter, witnesses and
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          2  certain designated Council staff. So, it's not open

          3  to anyone other than the people who are specifically

          4  asked to be there by the members of the Standards

          5  and Ethics Committee, including that they cannot

          6  bring their own staff.

          7                 Number 11, amends rule 8.40, by

          8  limiting the number of times the member may pass

          9  during a roll call.

         10                 The current rules have no limit.

         11  We've been exploiting and embarrassing ourselves by

         12  going over the limit, and this change would allow

         13  for two passes before a member must have his or her

         14  vote recorded.

         15                 Those are the 11 items that are

         16  currently before the Committee today. The Counsel

         17  for the Committee Ed O'Malley is here and John

         18  Banion is here also. Do you have any questions?

         19                 Also, on the report there was a 12th

         20  item that in steering we decided should be removed.

         21  It was overwhelmingly decided it should be removed.

         22                 Lew Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: What was the

         24  item that was removed?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: The Lew Fidler
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          2  Banning.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Understand the

          4  overwhelming support for that. In the Brooklyn

          5  Delegation meeting that proceeded this, there was

          6  considerable opposition expressed by some members to

          7  the Rule Change 7.100. I was wondering what

          8  rationale is being offered for it?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Lew is talking

         10  about the 30 to 60 days --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thirty to 60

         12  days.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: The 30 to 60 days

         14  for allowing resolutions or Intros to come before

         15  Committee hearing.

         16                 We have had over 800 bills introduced

         17  in the last session. Committees are meeting like

         18  four or five times a month just on the topics that

         19  they are discussing now.

         20                 Some committee chairs expressed their

         21  frustration at being bombarded with requests for

         22  immediate hearings on bills, when they're trying to

         23  follow their stated agenda which they worked out in

         24  the beginning of the year. It's just physically

         25  impossible to accommodate hearings sometimes. As you
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          2  know, we have multiple hearings going on at the same

          3  time. We've been using every room in this building.

          4  It would be nice if the Mayor gave us a couple of

          5  his rooms to meet in. We're using the 14th floor

          6  hearing room, the 16th floor, the 15th floor hearing

          7  room all on the same day. It's just been impossible

          8  to keep up with the bills that our members are

          9  coming up with. So, the Committee chairs are asking

         10  for more time because they can't even get in the

         11  schedule, even if it's a matter that the member, a

         12  bill that the members come up with that's a good

         13  bill, for instance I can think of the bill that came

         14  up regarding that Yassky created regarding snow on

         15  cars and trucks, that people wanted to hear in a

         16  timely manner and they just couldn't because the

         17  schedule is already so compressed.

         18                 So, it's not a matter that we're

         19  trying to silence anyone's will. You know, there

         20  still will be resolutions that will have immediate

         21  intent, they could go through other committees, if

         22  that particular committee cannot hear the resolution

         23  in time. There's also the opportunity to go to other

         24  chairs if there's a matter that you feel to have

         25  heard that that particular chair can't be heard.
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          2                 We're not trying to limit democracy

          3  or stop anyone from coming up with good suggestions

          4  to be heard, it's just that the physical calendar

          5  has not been able to accommodate the deluge of good

          6  ideas coming from worthy members.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I think that's

          8  a good answer. I think you're probably going to have

          9  to repeat it on the floor, and since speaking of the

         10  conflicts of meetings and press conferences, I need

         11  to go down and join my Borough President. So, with

         12  the permission of my colleagues, I would like to

         13  vote aye.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you, Lew.

         15                 And with that, any other questions on

         16  any of the other items?

         17                 I want to thank Council Member Dilan

         18  for coming up with the cell phone ban resolution.

         19                 Just to remind people, you know, one

         20  of the reasons why we're trying to put this together

         21  and there will be a memorandum coming out on decorum

         22  and conduct in the meetings. This is a legislative

         23  body, and I appreciate that members are active and

         24  proactive and understand that they have to do some

         25  theatrics in order to make their point, but this is
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          2  a legislative body, and we have to, while we can be

          3  tolerant of each other and understanding of each

          4  other, when a person willingly crosses the line, we

          5  have to have some discipline. And if we can't be

          6  tolerant of that member's particular position at the

          7  time, then we have to be able to deal with it in a

          8  manner that shows that this is a legislative

          9  thoughtful body and not a reactionary, argumentative

         10  body. Unless we're arguing on a particular point

         11  with the passions and knowledge that able members

         12  are able to bring to those issues, and I'll leave it

         13  at that.

         14                 Council Member Provenzano has a

         15  question.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes. I

         17  notice on this that we have in front of us there is

         18  a number 6. On this that we got in steering there is

         19  no number six, we go from 5 to 7. Only to bring up

         20  the fact that we didn't discuss it at this hearing.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Number six is the

         22  rule on prohibition of cell phones.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: So is

         24  number 2.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Number 2 is in
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          2  the Stated Meeting, number 6 is in Committee

          3  meeting.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Two and six are

          6  the same. So that may be why I skipped to 7. That is

          7  why I skipped to 7. So there's actually two cell

          8  phone provisions that we're voting on. We're voting

          9  on it to exclude it from the Stated Meeting, also

         10  voting on it --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: There's

         12  two different --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: There's two

         14  different, right.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: So, that's

         16  what I'm saying. We didn't discuss it. In hearing we

         17  went from 5 to 7.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We kind of did.

         19  It's actually all the same.

         20                 We were talking about the banning and

         21  --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: But as

         23  we're voting on it here, they're two separate?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Two separate

         25  issues. One to clearly ban it from the Stated
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          2  Meeting and one to clearly ban it from Committee

          3  meeting.

          4                 It will be effective after we vote

          5  today.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay. Oh,

          7  great.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes, we don't

          9  have to wait for the Mayor to sign off on our rules

         10  and privileges.

         11                 Council Member Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just want to

         13  make it clear for the record, Mr. Katz, as you know

         14  it's been one of my peeves in this Council, I do not

         15  like legislating manners or behavior or people being

         16  polite. I don't think that's what we're here for. I

         17  don't think that's what a legislative body should

         18  stand for.

         19                 But I do want to make the distinction

         20  because it came up in steering. We have several

         21  meetings that go around I guess this City Hall, that

         22  are not official hearings of the body, and I

         23  understand that, too. And we talked about

         24  legislating cell phone use in there as well. That

         25  would not be something that I would agree with, but
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          2  I wanted to just explain why, as someone who doesn't

          3  like legislating manners, I wholeheartedly agree

          4  with this piece of legislation. I think that we have

          5  a reputation out there and our reputation sometimes

          6  I don't believe is preserved. And I think that we

          7  are a good, thoughtful body, and when we are walking

          8  around on cell phones in the house while we're

          9  having meetings and we're in Committee meetings and

         10  people are testifying, they're obviously not

         11  listening to the people testifying. It not only

         12  shows badly on yourself, but it also shows badly on

         13  the entire body.

         14                 So, I just wanted to clarify my

         15  opinion on that, and I wanted to thank you and the

         16  staff and everyone else that was involved in

         17  changing these rules.

         18                 I think it's a good step for this

         19  house. Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Katz.

         22                 Council Member Dilan, do you have a

         23  statement?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Just, Mr.

         25  Chairman, I would like to thank you for supporting
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          2  the rules, the proposed rule changes.

          3                 I would like to say that you have my

          4  full support on the entire package of the rules, and

          5  it's something that, you know, I wish I didn't have

          6  to regulate. I was just discussing with my colleague

          7  Madeline Provenzano, but just as a common courtesy

          8  to the people who come before us and listen to our

          9  testimony, and common courtesy to our colleagues as

         10  they speak on the floor is one of the reasons why I

         11  thought this body should move to ban this, and it's

         12  also in regard to the Phil Reed Cell Phone Bill that

         13  we passed in banning the use of cell phones in

         14  public places, I thought it looked bad that we could

         15  legislate on the entire City and then not police

         16  ourselves here in session.

         17                 So, I'd just like to thank you for

         18  your support.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you. I

         20  agree wholeheartedly.

         21                 We've been joined by Council Member

         22  Diana Reyna from two boroughs, and we've been joined

         23  by Council Member Yvette Clarke from one borough,

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 I agree with Council Member Dilan. I

                                                            18

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  just want to further clarify the reasons for

          3  decorum, and just based on what Council Member Dilan

          4  said, you know, I understand that we are a

          5  thoughtful and deliberate body here in the Council,

          6  and we're also a body that understands, more than

          7  any other I think, the need to sometimes step over

          8  the line to make a point, but I think that where we

          9  fall apart sometimes is understanding how to balance

         10  that and without falling into chaos.

         11                 And while I know that we need to be

         12  deliberative, we need to be argumentative at

         13  particular times. We don't have to wind up turning

         14  into chaos, so we need to continually monitor

         15  ourselves to walk that line, we need to keep talking

         16  to our members, but we also need to know that if

         17  there is a member that decides to start chaos, we

         18  have to contain it as deliberately and as focused as

         19  possible without the whole body looking like we are

         20  embarrassing ourselves in the public. Our meetings

         21  are normally taped by Channel 74, the press is here,

         22  and we don't want them to think in our arguing, in

         23  our passion for whatever our issue is, that we're

         24  not looking like responsible legislators.

         25                 With that, I'll open the floor to the
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          2  vote, if there is no more questions.

          3                 Can we vote it as a package? All

          4  right, I'm just checking. I'm trying to do the will

          5  of the Committee.

          6                 Yes, Council Member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: You're late, so

          9  you can't ask any more questions.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I know. I'm so

         11  sorry, Mr. Chair.

         12                 But I did have an opportunity to look

         13  at the sponsor's privilege rule that is being

         14  adjusted today. And I just want to put on the record

         15  that I think this can be a double-edge sword. There

         16  are some concerns about the 60-day notice, and while

         17  I understand that we are concerned about the time

         18  permitted be at least 30 days and the expedition of

         19  certain pieces of legislation, there are cases where

         20  legislation actually languishes, and that we push it

         21  out to 60 days could then mean that it languishes

         22  even longer.

         23                 So, I'm a bit concerned, you know,

         24  about our ability to expediting in a judicious

         25  manner, and I don't know that the 60 days
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          2  necessarily accomplishes what it's intended, because

          3  we take a poll of many of our colleagues, they may

          4  believe that that 60 days already exists. Most of us

          5  have seen situations where the 30-day period has not

          6  been observed.

          7                 I guess it's really up to the

          8  individual member to call it to the attention of the

          9  Committee Chairs when that time has elapsed, but now

         10  we're pushing it out even further. So, I just wanted

         11  to raise that as a concern. It's a concern that was

         12  raised in the Brooklyn Delegation as well, and I

         13  wanted to make sure that it was on the record.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Fidler did raise that

         16  concern earlier before. He stepped out. He voted. He

         17  did vote for it.

         18                 We did explain to him that because of

         19  such a large amount of bills that have been

         20  introduced, some committee chairs felt that they

         21  were not able to properly accommodate and they did

         22  not want to be in violation of breaking a rule,

         23  there is an opportunity to take the bill outside of

         24  a particular committee, especially resolutions you

         25  can take outside of a particular committee, if
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          2  there's an immediate time frame you can always

          3  contact Council leadership on a particular issue, if

          4  you feel that you're getting frustrated by a

          5  particular committee chairperson, and we think that

          6  just in order to relieve the pressure, because as

          7  you know, there are multiple meetings going on, we

          8  don't have enough meeting space in order to

          9  accommodate the schedule that we have now. And there

         10  was an overwhelming consensus in steering that this

         11  was a necessary process so that Committee chairs

         12  would not feel obligated to -- even when they like a

         13  particular bill, they haven't been able to schedule

         14  it and be heard sometimes, so we're just trying to

         15  open up the floor. But we will ensure that members'

         16  issues are kept considered paramount.

         17                 Council Member Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Can I ask a

         19  question, because I'm looking at my voicemail and I

         20  have a message. I want to clarify, the purpose of

         21  the cell phone legislation is not really the noise

         22  level, if I'm not mistaken, although that's part of

         23  it, it's also looking like we're not listening.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: So, whereas I
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          2  was just about to pick up my cell phone and take my

          3  message --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Can't do it

          5  anymore.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: The whole point

          7  is not only that we're not supposed to talk, but

          8  also we're not supposed to be on it at all; is that

          9  correct?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right. The --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Good. That's

         12  fine with me. I just wanted to clarify.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Just to clarify

         14  and to tell it to the Committee, because there are

         15  members here that were not on steering; once we pass

         16  our cell phone legislation, you are not to answer

         17  your cell phone during Committee meetings or during

         18  the Stated Meetings.  It would be nice if members do

         19  not answer their cell phone during caucus meetings

         20  or delegation meetings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: So, we're also

         22  not taking messages. So, just because we're silent

         23  --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: You shouldn't

         25  take a message. You should not answer the phone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No, but what I'm

          3  saying, I want to clarify here because I think it's

          4  an important distinction. So, we don't want to be

          5  either just sitting here like this taking our

          6  messages either.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: And I just

          9  wanted to clarify that for the record.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Right. No cell

         11  phone use at all.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Okay. That's all

         13  I'm trying to say. I'm trying to be helpful, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         16                 And just for the record, I got three

         17  messages while we were talking.

         18                 And I understand that we are in an

         19  instantaneous world, and people want to contact us

         20  and feel that they have access to us every minute,

         21  and it's been a growth process for me not to have my

         22  phone every minute, but I think it's embarrassing to

         23  us. It's demeaning to our colleagues when we answer

         24  the phones in the middle of a meeting, when our

         25  colleagues are trying to make a point.
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          2                 We are ready to vote, so if we could

          3  call the roll. Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye on all. I

          6  just want to thank Ed O'Malley and the staff,

          7  Charles Davis and the rest of the staff that goes

          8  with the Rules and Privileges and Elections

          9  Committee for listening to members' ideas and issues

         10  and compiling this legislation to amend rules.

         11                 This is not the last time that we'll

         12  be amending rules, and members please don't hesitate

         13  to make other suggestions to continue to improve our

         14  body. Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I echo the

         17  words of appreciation to the staff, Ed O'Malley and

         18  all, and vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I just

         21  want to clarify we're voting on the new rules, 1

         22  through 11, not 12 --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We're voting on

         24  new rules 1 through 11.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Number 12 has

          3  been taken off.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay. Yes

          5  on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I would just

         20  like to commend the Chair for his leadership on

         21  these issues, and I want to thank the Speaker for

         22  giving the Republican Delegation the role of

         23  enforcing new rules. Thank you.

         24                 I vote yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Mr.
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          2  Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          6  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We'll hold the

          8  roll open so that members can vote.

          9                 Thank you all very much. Committee

         10  members, can you please pass the information on to

         11  other Council members so that they can be informed.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council members,

         14  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 12:35 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 1st day of April 2004.

         20
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         22
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         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3
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          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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