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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide online access to street resurfacing and capital improvement information for each city block.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-154. 
INTRODUCTION

On November 1, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 567, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide online access to street resurfacing and capital improvement information for each city block.  This bill would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to provide on its website information regarding the year of the last resurfacing or capital improvement to each city block, the current DOT rating of the block, and a reasonable approximation of when the resurfacing or capital improvement will take place for those blocks found in need of such work.

This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Witnesses expected to provide testimony at the hearing include representatives of the DOT, as well as interested community and civic leaders. 
BACKGROUND

With technology constantly changing the speed at which information is disseminated, the public is expecting higher levels of public notification and interaction with their government. In response to greater demands for information the Council has put forward a number of initiatives to encourage greater public input and awareness of projects that are shaping and re-shaping their communities. 

Recently bills and resolutions have been introduced to require greater disclosure of information dealing with traffic statistics and major transportation projects. These items of legislation are meant to encourage greater community input. The present bill is a natural progression from the work that the Council has undertaken in this area. In FY 2011, DOT conducted over 300,000 street repairs, and issued over 200,000 construction permits for work all over the City. DOT also resurfaced over 1,000 lane miles.
 These projects are meant to improve the City’s road and street infrastructure, but in many instances require disruption to streets, sidewalks, and parking. Therefore, it is important that the public has access to notification about projects that will impact their day to day activities. 
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 567 would amend subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 by adding a new section 19-154, entitled “Publication of street resurfacing information.”  New section 19-154 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to provide on its website information regarding resurfacing and capital improvement of each city block, to wit: (i) the year the last resurfacing or capital improvement to each city block occurred; (ii) the current DOT rating based on its rating system of satisfactory, in need of resurfacing and in need of capital improvement; and (iii) a reasonable approximation of when the resurfacing or capital improvement will take place for those blocks found in need of such work.  The website would be required to be searchable by city block.
Section two of Int. No. 567 states that the local law takes effect sixty days following enactment. 

Int. No. 567

By Council Members Oddo, Cabrera, Dromm, Fidler, Garodnick, Gentile, Mealy, Mendez, Palma, Sanders Jr., Chin, Koslowitz, Van Bramer, Nelson, Halloran, Koo and Ulrich

 A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to provide online access to street resurfacing and capital improvement information for each city block. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-154 to read as follows: 


§19-154 Publication of street resurfacing information. The commissioner shall make available online at the department’s website information regarding the resurfacing and capital improvement of each city block, including: (i) what year each city block was last resurfaced or received capital improvement; (ii) the current rating for each city block pursuant to the department’s street rating system as one of the following: satisfactory, in need of resurfacing, or in need of capital improvements; and (iii) for those streets in need of resurfacing or capital improvement, a reasonable approximation of when such maintenance will take place. Such website shall be searchable by city block. 

§2. This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law.
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