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TITLE:




A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs to send annual written notice to all veterans within New York City informing them of federal, State and City benefits to which veterans and their families are entitled.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Amends subdivision c of section 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York by amending paragraph 2 and adding a new paragraph 3.

INTRODCUTION


On May 31, 2007 the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Hiram Monserrate, will conduct a hearing to consider Proposed Int. No. 508-A, a local law that would require the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs (MOVA) to send annual written notice to all veterans within New York City informing them of federal, State and City benefits to which veterans and their families are entitled. Those invited to testify include: Clarice Joynes, Executive Director of MOVA, as well as veterans’ service organizations and advocacy groups. 


A copy of Proposed Int. No. 508-A is attached.

BACKGROUND

Veterans returning from active duty often face an array of problems during the transition from a military to a civilian lifestyle.
 For example, many veterans live with lingering effects of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and substance abuse, and experience a lack of family and social support networks when they return from service.
  Such problems, along with shortages of affordable housing and difficulties in earning livable incomes and accessing quality health care, can place veterans at risk for homelessness.
 

Veterans are eligible for a range of programs and services provided by the federal Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), as well as some State benefits.  Eligibility for many benefits is based upon discharge from active military service under other than dishonorable conditions.  Unfortunately, according to some advocates, many veterans are not aware of all the federal or State benefits to which they may be entitled.
  In addition, some veterans are also unaware of where they may access veterans benefits they are entitled to, and have complained that they are unable to receive appropriate aid from certain government agencies.

MOVA

MOVA was established in 1987, “to advise the Mayor on issues and projects impacting on the veterans’ community.”
 Headed by a Director, who is appointed by the Mayor, MOVA is empowered to serve as the City’s chief military liaison to veterans, veterans’ organizations and other entities that serve New York City’s veteran population.
  The Director of MOVA “also acts as the Liaison to the Military i.e., Active Duty, Reserve and Guard components deployed within” the City’s boundaries.
 MOVA derives its authority from Section 14 of Chapter 1 of the New York City Charter, which states that the office shall “have the duty to inform military and naval authorities of the United States and assist members of the armed forces and veterans, who are residents of this state, and their families, in relation to: (a) matters pertaining to educational training and retraining services and facilities, (b) health, medical and rehabilitation services and facilities, (c) provisions of federal, state and local laws and regulations affording special rights and privileges to members of the armed forces and veterans and their families, (d) employment and reemployment services, and (e) other matters of similar, related or appropriate nature.”
 The Charter also prescribes that MOVA “shall utilize, so far as possible, the services, commissions, boards, bureaus, institutions and other agencies of the state and of the political subdivisions thereof and all such officers and agencies shall cooperate with and extend such services and facilities to the office as it may require.”

PROPOSED INT. NO. 508-A


Proposed Int. No. 508-A would amend subdivision c of Section 14 of the New York City Charter by amending paragraph 2 and adding a new paragraph 3. The proposed legislation  would amend paragraph 2 by adding a semi-colon at the end of such paragraph.  Proposed Int. No. 508-A would also add a new paragraph 3 that would require that MOVA send an annual written notice, in such form and manner as determined by the MOVA director, to all veterans living within New York City, informing such veterans of federal, State and City benefits to which veterans and their families are entitled.  Additionally, Proposed Int. No. 508-A would require that the information contained in such notice shall be made available on MOVA’s website, and would require that MOVA also make available on its website a mechanism by which veterans and their families can request to receive the annual written noticed required by this paragraph.   


Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 508-A would contain a severability clause. 


Section 3 of Proposed Int. No. 508-A would state that this local law would take effect immediately.     







� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nchv.org/background.cfm" ��http://www.nchv.org/background.cfm� 


� Id.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nchv.org/background.cfm" ��http://www.nchv.org/background.cfm�


� Testimony of Joseph A. Bello, received at the New York City Council Veterans Committee Hearing of April 28, 2006.


� Testimony of Johnnie White, received at the New York City Council Veterans Committee Hearing of April 28, 2006.


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/vets/html/about/about.shtml


� New York City Charter, Section 14(c)(1).


� 2005-2006 New York City Green Book, page 19.


� New York City Charter, Section 14(c)(1).


� New York City Charter, Section 14(c)(2).
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