New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0252-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Feliz, P. Sanchez, Brewer

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to minimum temperatures required to be maintained in dwellings.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
During New York’s heating season from October 1 through May 31, New York City building owners are required to provide heat to their tenants. Heat and hot water complaints saw an annual average increase of 17.3% during the 2022, 2023 and 2024 heat seasons from the 2017-2021 heat seasons, according to the Office of the Comptroller. While many of those complaints are due to faulty or broken heating systems, many are likely due to inadequate heating standards, especially for heat-sensitive populations like older adults. 

This bill will assure that New Yorkers are entitled to a comfortable, warm home during the winter by raising the minimum required temperature inside apartments when the outside temperature falls below 55 degrees between six a.m. to ten p.m. from 68 degrees to 70 degrees Fahrenheit; and between ten p.m. and six a.m. from 62 degrees to 66 degrees.

