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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We're going

          3  reopen the meeting from May 2nd, 2006. I call this

          4  meeting to order, and make a motion to approve

          5  application No. 118, which is an OEM warehouse in

          6  Brooklyn, Community Board 4 in Council Member

          7  Reyna's district.

          8                 This was a difficult decision, and

          9  particularly when you have a local member who has

         10  articulated so passionately and eloquently her

         11  vision for this site. But after reviewing the issue

         12  and consulting with the Chair of the Land Use

         13  Committee and the Speaker of the City Council, the

         14  Council has worked with the Administration to

         15  negotiate a deal to make this better.

         16                 The lease that had originally been

         17  proposed was for 25 years. That has now been reduced

         18  to seven years. We have letters from DCAS, ten years

         19  with a seven-year option for either party to

         20  terminate the lease, and we have a letter from DCAS

         21  that confirms that both parties have the opportunity

         22  to terminate the lease, and a letter from Deputy

         23  Mayor Doctoroff confirming EDC's desire to work to

         24  redevelop and rezone the site down the road for

         25  economic development.
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          2                 There are two other leases that are

          3  in this building that are for a duration of seven

          4  years, and this is an important Citywide facility

          5  that will enable OEM within six hours to deploy

          6  throughout the City to conduct search and rescue to

          7  protect us in the case of a disaster.

          8                 They looked at over 20 sites before

          9  selecting this one and looked at another 20 that

         10  were suggested by Council Member Reyna.

         11                 This facility meets a number of their

         12  criteria, will be used to house heavy machinery, tow

         13  truck, toilets, water, food, tractor trailers, all

         14  of the different things that you could think of that

         15  we might need in the case of a disaster.

         16                 So, with that said, I wanted to give

         17  Council Member Katz, who is the Chair of the

         18  Committee, an opportunity to speak to this.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Good morning,

         20  everyone. And we thank everyone here today on behalf

         21  of the Subcommittee Chair Jessica Lappin, who really

         22  has had trial by fire the last few months, and we

         23  thank her for everything that she has done. But we

         24  thank everyone for their patience today. This is an

         25  extremely difficult meeting to hold and an extremely
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          2  difficult decision to make.

          3                 We are here today to talk about OEM,

          4  the Office of Emergency Management, and a facility

          5  that they desperately need, in order to house search

          6  and rescue units, in order to house heavy equipment,

          7  in order to house water and anything they need for

          8  transportation in order to get around, not only the

          9  City of New York, but also to get around different

         10  parts of the country, should a disaster hit us here

         11  in the City, or in the surrounding area.

         12                 It is a difficult thing to cite under

         13  any circumstances. There are going to be eight

         14  employees there. There are going to be trucks. The

         15  parking lot that surrounds the area makes it easy

         16  access to go in, and to go out of the facility

         17  quickly, easily, and to allow for several people to

         18  be able to assist in that capacity.

         19                 What makes it difficult today is

         20  clearly that the Council Member has enunciated

         21  opposition to the site. Those of us that have been

         22  here many years have had a lot of experience with

         23  this, and we know how difficult it is under any

         24  circumstances, when a member has an issue with

         25  something in their district.
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          2                 This, however, is something that the

          3  Speaker -- Madam Chair, if I could have some order,

          4  that would be great.

          5                 This siting, however, is something

          6  that we have, the Speaker of the City Council, the

          7  Chair, the Subcommittee Chair, the Administration

          8  and anyone who has any issues with this, have been

          9  negotiating for a very long time.

         10                 We have tried to do everything we

         11  possibly can to make it easier for the area, and to

         12  make sure that the area would have the least amount

         13  of problems considering the OEM facility that is

         14  going to go there.

         15                 In the end, the Administration wanted

         16  a 25-year lease. It is now a ten-year lease, and

         17  after seven years unilaterally, the landlord or the

         18  City can get out of this lease. So, it will be a

         19  unilateral decision. We have documentation to that.

         20                 In the end, the City has agreed to

         21  look at the rezoning of this area, so that the

         22  member can go back and tell her district that

         23  rightfully so the economic development of this

         24  district will not be ignored. It is a good thing

         25  that we have economic issues in this district be
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          2  addressed.

          3                 And lastly, if OEM doesn't go in this

          4  site, the landlord can basically rent to anyone, for

          5  any amount of time. And they have made it clear on

          6  the record at the Subcommittee, that they intend on

          7  renting this space out. They're not going to let it

          8  vacant for seven years.

          9                 So, I guess I just want to

         10  acknowledge on behalf of the Speaker, as well as us,

         11  that it's extremely difficult under any

         12  circumstances. We have tried to do everything, but

         13  in the end, this is a Citywide issue that is

         14  important to the safety, not only of the City of New

         15  York and the people that we represent, but also to

         16  the surrounding areas.

         17                 So, we hope to get your support on

         18  the application.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Okay. With that,

         20  I recommend an aye vote, and Counsel, please call

         21  the roll.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Could we ask

         23  some questions before you call the roll?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Did you want to

         25  make a statement?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just want to

          3  know, I'm not clear where Diana Reyna stands on all

          4  this. I heard all of the comments you made, but is

          5  the local Council Member for it now?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: The local Council

          7  Member is opposed to it.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, she's

          9  still opposed to it. That didn't come clear.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: As the Chair

         11  indicated in her remarks. And she is apparently on

         12  her way up, and was aware that the meeting was

         13  started. We waited for awhile, and she is now on her

         14  way.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I think

         16  you should at least wait until she arrives before we

         17  vote so we can have an opportunity to hear from her.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Now that I know

         19  that she's on her way up -- we waited. She knew we

         20  were waiting for her.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I was

         22  waiting for you since 9:30.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I was waiting for

         24  her.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Okay. I think
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          2  we should wait for her to come before we rush a

          3  vote.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Now that she's on

          5  her way up, we will give her a couple minutes to

          6  speak on the record.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: May I? Although

          8  I understand what my colleague is saying, we have

          9  all been here since the time that Land Use was to be

         10  called, which is a quarter to ten.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: She's just

         12  walking in.

         13                 So, Council Member Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Can we move

         15  this along very quickly? Because we have other

         16  meetings. Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Council Member

         18  Reyna, we're waiting for you to speak to the issue

         19  before we call the vote.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I apologize.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         22                 This issue has not been easy, as

         23  everyone knows. And as I have mentioned in the past

         24  on the record, this was not a community against

         25  Office of Emergency Management. We know how
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          2  important the agency is to the City of New York and

          3  perhaps nationally, in responding to disasters, and

          4  any particular matters to keep our City safe and

          5  sound, and we welcomed Office of Emergency

          6  Management to move into any other area, considering

          7  that we had a vision for the site and the

          8  surrounding lots that are privately owned, but were

          9  engaging in deep conversations to create economic

         10  development, mixed use opportunities for our

         11  residents.

         12                 And after much discussion with the

         13  Administration, along with the help of our Speaker,

         14  there is a commitment and a signed agreement from

         15  our Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff to facilitate in

         16  committing that the site upon application for a

         17  rezoning will continue and Office of Emergency

         18  Management, when necessary, by the time its leasing

         19  will terminate, will be committed to leaving the

         20  site.

         21                 In addition to that, further

         22  discussions thereafter will continue for the

         23  economic opportunities and the mixed use

         24  opportunities of this area and other surrounding

         25  lots and blocks so that we can build on a
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          2  comprehensive plan.

          3                 I want to mention the fact that I

          4  would not vote, nor urge any of my colleagues to

          5  vote no on a matter unless we've reached a point

          6  where there is no movement on either part of this

          7  house, and I can only go on the good faith effort

          8  and the goodwill of government to be able to reach

          9  an agreement where we can count on each other for

         10  the good of New Yorkers in the 34th District. So, I

         11  will support Office of Emergency Management with the

         12  intention that we will see to it for the next three

         13  and a half years the discussions with Dan Doctoroff

         14  and no one else. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: See. Now, I

         18  think it was important to wait for that, because we

         19  would have put a no vote -- some of us would have

         20  voted no, understanding that the two chairs were

         21  saying that you opposed it.

         22                 I just think that, I just wanted to

         23  say this real quick before the vote, that we have to

         24  really measure, sometimes a lot of pressure is put

         25  on Council members to do things in their districts,
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          2  and even when they have the opposition to it.

          3                 Sometimes the Council, as you were

          4  ready to do today, is ready to vote for the good of

          5  the City, and that's very selective and objective,

          6  to override the Council member, which you were about

          7  ready to do, even though she was cooperating. I

          8  think we've got to stop that, and have stronger

          9  support for Council members when we have serious

         10  opposition, and not try to just, you know, work us

         11  all over, call all the members in spite of the

         12  Council member, to try to have a vote contrary to

         13  what the Council member feels is good for the

         14  district.

         15                 I'm going to stop in a second.

         16                 And I think that that's the kind of

         17  process that I resent around here that happens, and

         18  we need to put a check on it. Because this is a

         19  classic example, as both of you thought it was an

         20  opposition vote, and we were ready to vote and try

         21  to get everybody to vote yes, thinking Diana Reyna

         22  was opposing it, and she comes up and says that

         23  she's supportive. It's process stuff that I'm always

         24  concerned about around here. And even if they could

         25  have had two or three years with this owner and
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          2  worked on retail, because no warehouse is good for

          3  economic development, even if it is for seven years,

          4  and after the seven years it's an option, it's not

          5  something that they really have to do. They can

          6  continue to go to the tenth year if they want to.

          7                 So, I still don't think this is a

          8  good deal, but I'll defer to the Council Member and

          9  I'll support her.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I want to

         11  reiterate on the record, and I think you know, and

         12  that's why we didn't start at 9:00 this morning,

         13  that members of this Committee and the Chair of the

         14  Land Use Committee and the Speaker, have been

         15  working with Council Member Reyna until five minutes

         16  ago, and talking with the Administration. The letter

         17  that came from Deputy Mayor Doctoroff was delivered

         18  into my hands ten minutes ago.

         19                 So, I don't want the record to in any

         20  way reflect that we haven't been working to try to

         21  make this deal one --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That's not

         23  what I'm saying.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: -- That the local

         25  Council member could hopefully support.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That's not

          3  what I said.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: But, at any rate,

          5  with that said, we waited a long time today, and

          6  that's what I heard you say.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: No, I said

          8  that the both of you said that she opposed this;

          9  isn't that correct?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: She did when I --

         11  I'm not going to continue this discussion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, you

         13  don't have to continue it. But both of you, the

         14  point I was trying -- I just want you to have my

         15  point.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I heard your

         17  point.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I don't think

         19  you understood it. I said both of you -- I didn't

         20  say you weren't working on it. I didn't say that you

         21  weren't working hard to get some settlement, because

         22  you always do that when you want things to go a

         23  different way. I didn't say that.

         24                 I said that both of you communicated

         25  to us that Council Member Reyna opposed it, and that
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          2  we were prepared to vote based upon thinking that

          3  she opposed it.

          4                 And I was just saying that we needed

          5  to wait to hear from hear and have her position.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I understand what

          7  you said.

          8                 Council Member Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: With all due

         10  respect, it's exactly what you said. And all I would

         11  like to point out is that this really proves the

         12  system works. The fact of the matter is, they have

         13  been negotiating for a very long time. The Council

         14  Member, the Administration and the Speaker has been

         15  discussing this I think for days amongst themselves,

         16  but I think for awhile before that. And I think in

         17  the end, yes, it's always a great thing when the

         18  Council member -- Diana, I know this has been

         19  extremely difficult for you. It's been difficult for

         20  all of us because nobody likes it when a Council

         21  member is unhappy, but I do want to commend all the

         22  parties for negotiating, and in the end, I believe

         23  the area hopefully will get a better rezoning, and

         24  an administration who is here today who understands

         25  that they have an obligation now to focus and to
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          2  make sure that this member is happy as the rezoning

          3  continues and goes forward, and a commitment from

          4  the Deputy Mayor in charge of rezoning in this area.

          5                 So, in the end I'd say I believe the

          6  system works, and I thank you, Madam Chair.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.

          8                 And with that, Counsel, please call

          9  the roll.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: May I be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I just want

         18  to commend Council Member Reyna for her courage and

         19  commitment to her district. Not only her district,

         20  but as she stated, the entire City of New York.

         21                 I know that it's difficult to make

         22  this decision she's made, but I'm sure that, and I'm

         23  confident that whatever she worked out, it's best

         24  for her district, and I just want to vote aye on it.

         25  And commit to continue to working with her to ensure
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          2  that those commitments and pledges made do come

          3  forward. So, I vote aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: In all due

         10  respect to you, Madam Chair, you don't understand

         11  what I was saying. We were ready to vote on a matter

         12  that the Council member did not oppose at this

         13  point. And that was my point, that we should have

         14  waited to hear her position.

         15                 And secondly, I want to commend

         16  Council Member Reyna as well, and I don't see her

         17  jumping for joy for this resolution that you seemed

         18  it was so betterment for the community, and

         19  betterment for the City, I just don't see her happy

         20  and smiling over there like some great settlement

         21  occurred, and a commitment by an Administration that

         22  won't even be around seven years from now.

         23                 So, you know, I think that this is a

         24  very interesting commitment. The kind of pressure

         25  that is put on Council members, I hope that we put
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          2  the same kind of pressure on the City to support her

          3  vision for retail stores and real economic

          4  development for that area, and not a warehouse for

          5  OEM, and they looked at 40 sites but only can find

          6  our community as a suitable site. I reluctantly vote

          7  yes, aye, on behalf of Diana Reyna, because she is

          8  requesting that. But I just think that things need

          9  to change around here, and we don't have to cave

         10  into this kind of pressure that's put on us when we

         11  think the Mayor and the Speaker want something that

         12  a Council Member may not want.

         13                 I hope she gets the same kind of

         14  support for her vision, and real economic

         15  development and not no warehouse for OEM that could

         16  have been put anyplace else. I don't see it in our

         17  communities. We get most of this kind of junk. And I

         18  vote aye, only because of you, Diana, your courage

         19  and your strength of commitment and conviction to

         20  your community.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         24  explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

          3  commend Council Member Diana Reyna on her passion

          4  and eloquence on trying to fight for her vision in

          5  her community. And I want to commit to her that I

          6  will be working with her on a consistent basis to

          7  make sure that that vision is realized.

          8                 In order for the City to have a

          9  sustainable economic development, we must work to

         10  ensure that every community in this City has an

         11  opportunity for sustainable economic development,

         12  the plan that she showed, which is an embryonic

         13  plan, but a real plan, and a real vision, to make

         14  sure that her community gets an opportunity to have

         15  real retail so that they don't have to go 20 miles,

         16  15 miles to Long Island or 20 miles to New Jersey or

         17  to other places to get a big box store right in the

         18  community and to develop retail and affordable

         19  housing is one that we should support, and we should

         20  waste no effort to wait until another Administration

         21  to make that happen.

         22                 So, I want to commend her for her

         23  passion. I want to commend her for her vision. I

         24  want to commend her for pushing everybody as far as

         25  you can push them, to get to this point where you
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          2  have a sustainable commitment. And I want you to

          3  remember that it is a sustainable commitment, and

          4  you have the support of the Land Use Chair who is

          5  nodding her head affirmatively. We need to all make

          6  sure that that affirmative nod from the Land Use

          7  Chair and from the Administration, because I'm sure

          8  the Administration nodding also, that it's done and

          9  it's not forgotten about. And I vote aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Permission to

         13  explain my vote.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: At the last

         16  hearing I had raised some issues to the

         17  Administration that we should be focusing on finding

         18  a permanent space for OEM. I still feel strongly

         19  about my position. I feel that OEM, as important as

         20  it is to our City, needs to make sure that you have

         21  a permanent place.

         22                 Now, whether this is the site or not,

         23  I mean I would whole-heartedly had supported this if

         24  you are telling me that this was the permanent site

         25  for OEM.
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          2                 With that being said, I'm going to

          3  vote yes, and not because, you know, Diana Reyna is

          4  asking me to, or because anyone else is asking me

          5  to, but, you know, I'm going to vote yes in good

          6  conscience that the Administration is actually going

          7  to engage in a process that for the next seven years

          8  is going to be looking for a place to permanently

          9  put the OEM warehouse.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I want to

         19  commend my colleague Diana Reyna. Next to the

         20  district that I represent, she represents the most

         21  important district to me, the district where I was

         22  born and raised, and for the last four years she has

         23  represented that district in a wonderful and great

         24  manner for all the people who live there,

         25  particularly my family who is still there.
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          2                 I applaud her vision, and I will be

          3  here for the next eight years to ensure that the

          4  economic development and the rezoning that she is

          5  requesting happens, because our communities will

          6  depend on it.

          7                 Thank you, Diana, for everything

          8  you've done.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: By the way, this

         10  Subcommittee Chair will be here for the next eight

         11  years, too.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: And I vote

         13  aye.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: She can watch

         15  it.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes. But

         19  I would just like the record to note that I continue

         20  to be troubled by this phrase of Citywide benefits.

         21  What is one Council Member's Citywide benefit is

         22  another Council Member's boondoggle, and what is one

         23  Council Member's Citywide benefits is another

         24  Council Member's catch phrase to ram something down

         25  someone's throat. And, you know, I don't know what
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          2  that means, frankly, "Citywide benefit." You know,

          3  and you know what I'm talking about. I don't think

          4  Nascar is a Citywide benefit, but to some people it

          5  might be.

          6                 And we've heard this phrase with

          7  Yankee Stadium, we're heard it here and we've heard

          8  it before, and you know, I don't know what it means.

          9  Maybe somebody can write it down for me on a piece

         10  of paper and define it for me. But, you know, I'm

         11  troubled by that, and I'm troubled that we rely on

         12  it sometimes. I'm not saying necessarily in this

         13  particular instance, but I'm troubled that we rely

         14  on that as a method to convince our other colleagues

         15  that a project should go in somebody's district, and

         16  that's not going to fly with me a year from now if

         17  we're faced with that decision. So, maybe we need to

         18  talk off the record of exactly what that phrase

         19  means, and maybe find some consensus off the record

         20  what Citywide benefits really entail.

         21                 I vote aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         23  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         24  no abstentions, the aforementioned item is approved

         25  and referred to the full Committee.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: We have a quorum

          3  for Land Use, so without even switching --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Meeting

          5  adjourned.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Oh, sorry.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 11:57 a.m.)
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         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 10th day of May 2006.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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