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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 by adding a new section 19-187.
On October 10, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 732, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation requiring the installation of speed humps on streets adjacent to public schools. This will be the first hearing on this bill. The committee expects to hear testimony from the Department of Transportation and other transportation and traffic safety advocates. 
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 6,000 miles of streets, highways and 788 bridges structures, six tunnels, and the Staten Island ferry.
  

In recent years the DOT has placed greater emphasis on making New York City streets safer for pedestrians, and has launched a number of programs and initiatives, including Neighborhood Slow Zones, Safe Streets for Seniors, and Safe Routes for Transit.
 The effect of these programs and initiatives has been an overall reduction in traffic related pedestrian fatalities since 2009.
 However, the last couple of years have brought an increase in traffic fatalities, from 236 in FY 2011 to 291 and 261 in FY 2012 and FY 2013, due in part to the persistence of motor vehicle speeding.
 Traffic safety advocates have argued that further reductions in traffic fatalities can only be achieved with reduction in vehicle speeding.
 
One measure that the DOT has taken to address the problem of speeding has been to install more speed bumps in the City. According the Daily News, 248 speed bumps have been installed in 2013, up from 240 in 2012.
 According the same article many of the speed bumps have been installed around schools and Neighborhood Slow Zones.

DOT also has begun addressing the problem of speeding around schools through its Safe Routes to Schools program and the installation of a limited number of speed cameras around schools.
 In March 2013, the DOT released a list of 100 school locations where vehicle speeding was observed to occur between 75 to 100 percent of the time, with 29 locations showing speeding over 90 percent of the time.
 The DOT has identified 135 “priority schools” for traffic safety treatments.
 The traffic safety treatments being considered are “new traffic and pedestrian signals, the addition of exclusive pedestrian crossing time, speed bumps, speed boards, high visibility crosswalks and new parking regulations.”
 The City has also begun to implement authority granted to it by the State to install up to 20 speed cameras around schools.
 The emphasis on reducing speeding around schools is expected to produce tangible life-saving results, because children are some of the most vulnerable victims of vehicle crashes. According to the Vision Zero study car crashes are the most “common cause of injury-related death among children 1-14 of age and the second-most common cause among those aged 15 and over.”
   
The bill being considered today would require that speed humps be installed as part of all new public school construction. The bill would also require the installation of speed humps next to existing public schools.     
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 732 amends subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the code by adding a new section 19-187. Subdivision a of new section 19-187 would define a “speed hump” as any raised area of a street, composed of asphalt or another paving material, that stretches across substantially the entire width of the street, is several inches high, and is installed and designed for the purpose of slowing vehicular traffic. The new section would also define “public school” as any buildings, grounds, facilities, property or portion thereof under the jurisdiction of the Department of Education that provides educational instruction to students at or below twelfth grade. Subdivision b of new section 19-187 also would require that the Department of Transportation, in consultation with the Department of Education, install one of more speed humps on all streets that are adjacent to, or run contiguous with a new public school. Speed humps at new public schools would be installed prior to opening of the new school. 
Subdivision c of new section 19-187 would require the Department in consultation with the Department of Education to install speed humps at all existing public schools, no later than two years after the effective date of this section. Subdivision d of new section 19-187 states that any speed hump installed would have to be able to slow traffic to fifteen miles per hour, and subdivision e of the new section provides that the Commissioner of DOT may decline to install a speed hump if such a speed hump endangers the safety of motorists or pedestrians. 
Section two states that Int. No. 783 would take effect immediately after its enactment into law. 
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of speed humps on streets adjacent to public schools. 

 

 

Be It enacted by the Council as follows: 
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-187 to read as follows: 

§19-187 Installation of speed humps on streets adjacent to public schools.  a. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
1. "Speed hump" shall mean any raised area of a street, composed of asphalt or another paving material, that (i) stretches across substantially the entire width of the street, (ii) is several inches high, and (iii) is installed and designed for the purpose of slowing vehicular traffic.  
2. "Public school" shall mean any buildings, grounds, facilities, property, or portion thereof under the jurisdiction of the New York city department of education in which educational instruction is provided to students at or below the twelfth grade level. 
b. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 19-179, 19-183, and 19-185 of the code, the commissioner, in consultation with the department of education, prior to the opening of any new public school, shall install one or more speed humps on all streets that are adjacent to, or run contiguous with, such new public school.
c. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 19-179, 19-183, and 19-185 of the code, the commissioner, in consultation with the department of education, shall install speed humps on all streets that are adjacent to, or run contiguous with, a public school in existence on the effective date of this section. The commissioner shall complete the installation of such speed humps by no later than two years after the effective date of this section. 
d. Any speed hump installed pursuant to this section shall be located so as to affect all vehicular traffic using such street, and shall be of sufficient size and shape to slow vehicular traffic using such street to approximately fifteen miles per hour.
e. The commissioner may decline to install any speed hump that is otherwise required by this section if such installation would, in the commissioner's judgment, endanger the safety of motorists or pedestrians. 
§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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