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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, we will start

          3  off, please. And, first, we have hope for kids and

          4  we have Bud Charles and Kitty Charles, come on up,

          5  Buddy. Can we have this proclamation read into the

          6  record, please, by our clerk?

          7                 And I want you to know that

          8  everything that we do from now on is recorded and

          9  becomes part of the City of New York's history,

         10  going back to 1625, and we have Una Clarke just to

         11  make sure that it happens.

         12                 Could we have the proclamation read

         13  into the record, please?

         14                 CITY CLERK CHERRY: Proclamation.

         15  Council of the City of New York.

         16                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Hope For

         18  Kids, a project of hope worldwide that works to

         19  empower the community to the mobilization of

         20  volunteers and forging of partnerships that improve

         21  the health of children in low-income areas; and

         22                 Whereas, currently Hope for Kids

         23  maintains programs in 92 cities throughout the

         24  United States and has trained over 37,000

         25  volunteers, it has helped more than 2.5 million
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          2  children to live a safer and healthier life; and

          3                 Whereas, Hope For Kids has set

          4  organizational goals for the years 1997 to 2000 as a

          5  commitment to the children of the City of New York,

          6  and so far it is ahead of schedule with respect to

          7  achieving these goals; now, therefore,

          8                 Let it be known, that the Council of

          9  the City of New York honors hope for kids for its

         10  extraordinary commitment to the health care of

         11  children in New York City and worldwide.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. Do we

         13  have anybody else from Hope For Kids here? We want

         14  to bring everybody up.

         15

         16  Buddy, I know the work you have been doing and I am

         17  pleased and proud to have welcomed you here into the

         18  City of New York. I know what you are doing for our

         19  kids and for kids literally I guess all over the

         20  world by now. So, on our behalf we would like to

         21  present this to you and ask if you would like to

         22  make any permanent comments for our record.

         23                 MR. CHARLES: Mr. Speaker, thank you

         24  very much for your support, and for the Council's

         25  support and that of the New York City Housing
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          2  Authority. On behalf of the 5,500 volunteers that

          3  have worked thousands of man hours connecting to

          4  thousands of children in the New York City Housing

          5  community, we thank you for this award and we pledge

          6  to you that we will continue. In April we will have

          7  thousands of volunteers out on the street continuing

          8  to secure medical homes for children. I appreciate

          9  your support.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And I can attest to

         11  the thousands of kids that you had in Madison Square

         12  Garden and the thousands of kids now who are

         13  vaccinated and would otherwise not have been but for

         14  the work you have done. So, God bless you and thank

         15  you very, very much. And take this with our

         16  gratefulness, the people of the City of New York are

         17  grateful and full of appreciation.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 Okay, we have the 90th birthday of

         20  Mildred Thompson, by Council Member Clarke.

         21                 Una, would you like to make a

         22  statement for our record here?

         23                 Una Clarke, do you want to read it

         24  into the record?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes. I just
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          2  want to say that I must apologize to my friend,

          3  Mildred Thompson, that I was not able to make the

          4  big party, and I figured to show how much I love you

          5  and the family, I thought I would bring you to City

          6  Hall to say to your granddaughter, in particular,

          7  Mrs. Mitchell, who says we need to do this. We want

          8  to link our generations together. So, I would like

          9  your granddaughter, your proud granddaughter, to

         10  come forward. Also the rest of the family members

         11  are here, and Mr. Speaker, she is also I guess

         12  Grandmother-in-law of the Assistant Commissioner in

         13  Youth and Community Development. Let me welcome you

         14  all to City Hall and to congratulate you on your

         15  90th birthday. You are such a young girl that I know

         16  you are going to make 100.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, Mr. Clerk, can

         18  we read this 90th Birthday into our record, please?

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation. The

         20  Council of the City of New York.

         21                 The Council of the City of New York

         22  is pleased and proud to honor Mildred M. Thompson on

         23  the occasion of her 90th birthday; and

         24                 Whereas, Mildred Thompson had been

         25  long involved in community affairs and has received
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          2  numerous citations and honors for her contributions,

          3  she is currently a teacher's aid, assistant student

          4  at a Bronx elementary school; and

          5                 Whereas, Mildred is devoted to her

          6  loving family. She has three granddaughters, Laverne

          7  Mitchell, Denise Hunt and Carol Monsire, and four

          8  great, great granddaughters;

          9                 Now, let it be known, that the

         10  Council of the City of New York honors Mildred M.

         11  Thompson and joins her friends and family in wishing

         12  her a happy 90th birthday.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: If I could sing I

         14  would sing it for you, Mildred.

         15                 MS. THOMPSON: I want to thank each

         16  and every one for inviting me down here today. I

         17  also thank you personally. Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And thank you, and

         19  we will be seeing you on your 100th, 110th, 120th,

         20  and as we keep going along, okay, Mildred? God bless

         21  you and happy birthday.

         22                 MS. THOMPSON: Thank you very much.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         24  Foster.

         25                 We have a tremendous victory, from
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          2  not only our public schools in the City of New York,

          3  but we have a grand master here.

          4                 Maurice Ashley, will you come up? And

          5  Mrs. Ashley, who without whom you would not have won

          6  this chess tournament.

          7                 Okay, could we have this proclamation

          8  read into the record, please.

          9                 Wendell.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor Maurice

         14  Ashley, a well renown chess player from Brooklyn,

         15  who recently earned the prestigious title of Grand

         16  Master, joining an elite group comprised of less

         17  than 500 players worldwide; and

         18                 Whereas, at a tournament sponsored by

         19  the Manhattan Chess Club on Monday, March 15th,

         20  32-year-old Maurice Ashley was elevated from the

         21  status of International Master to Grand Master; and

         22                 Whereas, from 1991 to 1997, Mr.

         23  Ashley served as chess director of the Harlem

         24  Educational Activities Fund where he led the chess

         25  team, the Dark Knights of Mott Hall, to three
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          2  national championships, and coached three team

          3  players to individual championships in their age

          4  groups, and although Mr. Ashley grew attached to the

          5  youth he coached and took great pride in their

          6  success, he needed to devote all of his time and

          7  energy to perfecting his game in the quest of his

          8  ultimate goal, the attainment of Grand Master title;

          9  now,

         10                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         11  the City of New York honors Maurice Ashley and

         12  congratulates him on attaining the prestigious rank

         13  of grand master in the game of chess.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Maurice, all we need

         15  is a tip from you on how to maneuver the other side

         16  of the hall, and then we will give you another

         17  proclamation.

         18                 But we are very, very proud of you,

         19  proud of the public school of education and ask you

         20  now if you would like to say something to us.

         21                 MR. ASHLEY: Thank you very much. I

         22  came here when I was 12 years old from Jamaica, and

         23  the City has been so wonderful to me living in

         24  Brooklyn for 21 years, and just to know that the

         25  City is honoring something like this, it is a very
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          2  proud, loving New York City. Thank you very much.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          4  God bless.

          5                 Council Member Miller. Can we have

          6  the Spitzer family come up.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here they

          8  come, the whole Spitzer family. That is Thomas and

          9  William, Elizabeth.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Could we have our

         11  proclamation read into the record, please?

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation.

         13                 Council, City of New York.

         14                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Garrett

         16  Spitzer for his courageous and heroic response on

         17  the Q Train Platform at the Lexington Avenue stop

         18  when on Monday, March 15th, he came to the aid of a

         19  pregnant woman and delivered her baby; and

         20                 Whereas, regarding his successful

         21  delivery of the baby, Mr. Spitzer was quoted in the

         22  Daily News as saying, "I just reacted. I could see

         23  she was in trouble." He caught the newborn in a

         24  newspaper, unwound the umbilical cord from the

         25  baby's neck and comforted the new mother; and
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          2                 Whereas, despite all of this Garrett

          3  Spitzer said that he would do it all again and his

          4  wife Elizabeth has remarked that she is truly proud

          5  of what her husband did; and now

          6                 Let it be known, that the Council of

          7  the City of New York honors a true New York hero,

          8  Garrett Spitzer, for his humanitarianism, bravery

          9  and courage.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you,

         11  Carlos.

         12                 I just wanted to thank the Speaker

         13  and my colleagues here for joining with me in

         14  honoring Mr. Spitzer who really did what very New

         15  York citizen should do, and we would hope every New

         16  York citizen would do, but not all of us would quite

         17  so selflessly and quite so without pause, just

         18  rushing to the aid of another New Yorker in need and

         19  we know that you have incurred significant medical

         20  expense as a result of this effort which is a shame,

         21  and my office is actually collecting any donations

         22  which would like to be made to defray the cost of

         23  Mr. Spitzer's medical expenses because he doesn't

         24  have health care insurance at this time, so we are

         25  proud to be doing that, but most of all we are proud
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          2  of you and your actions.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Garrett, we are very

          4  proud of what you have done. It is obvious that you

          5  are an expert at bringing new lives into the world,

          6  and we think that this is terrific.

          7                 Would you like to say something?

          8                 MR. SPITZER: Yes, I just want to

          9  thank everybody who has sent out prayers or made

         10  phone calls on my behalf, and I want to make sure

         11  that the next guy that comes along and does a good

         12  deed doesn't hesitate because of any cost that he

         13  might incur later. We are currently trying to get

         14  some action on a hot line to help out other good

         15  samaritans who need to get pointed in the right

         16  direction. We had some delays in finding some

         17  medications that I needed and we are hoping that we

         18  can find an avenue for people, you know, a free

         19  number to call, that they will point them in the

         20  right direction so that more good deeds can get done

         21  in the City.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Garrett,

         24  and God bless you. We will try to help in any way we

         25  can.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Guillermo Linares.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Mr. Speaker,

          5  Council members, today we are declaring April Census

          6  Awareness Month in the City of New York and we have

          7  a proclamation for two representatives of the Bureau

          8  of the Census. Ms. Borgas, Mr. Torres are here

          9  representing and joining us, and we have a

         10  proclamation that we want to offer the Census Bureau

         11  as an indication that we are committed as a

         12  representative of all New Yorkers to make sure that

         13  every single New Yorker gets counted because it

         14  means hundreds of millions of dollars for our City

         15  for education and health care and other needs that

         16  we have.

         17                 So, I want to ask for the reading of

         18  the resolution.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation,

         20  Council, City of New York.

         21                 Whereas, the Census is vital to our

         22  community in that it determines the apportionment of

         23  seats in the United States House of Representatives

         24  and the State Legislature, and it is the basis for

         25  the allocations of billions of dollars in federal,
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          2  state, county and local funds for social and other

          3  programs; and

          4                 Whereas, the census is also used to

          5  determine where to locate schools, day care centers,

          6  senior citizen centers, hospitals and other

          7  facilities and is used to make decisions concerning

          8  business growth and jobs; and

          9                 Whereas, the Council is committed to

         10  a full and accurate census 200 count placing special

         11  emphasis on enumerating members of the traditionally

         12  undercounted population groups; now, therefore

         13                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         14  the City of New York proclaims the month of April

         15  Census 2000 awareness month in the City of New York.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And we have with us

         17  Janine Burgos, who is the community specialist in

         18  the United States Department of Commerce and Luis

         19  Torres, who is a community specialist for the US

         20  Department of Commerce, and would you accept on

         21  behalf, and start counting, with the first 51

         22  Council members that you see here?

         23                 MR. TORRES: I want to thank you, Mr.

         24  Speaker. I want to thank the Black and Hispanic

         25  Council Caucus for this presentation. I am pretty
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          2  sure with their support and the support of the

          3  Council we are going to do a good job, and as you

          4  have committed yourselves to us, we also commit

          5  ourselves with you, and we will be consistent.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          8  Let the count begin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I just want

         10  to mention that I am joined by my co-president Helen

         11  Marshall for the Caucus, and also heading the

         12  Subcommittee on the Census, Adolpho Carrion. We have

         13  a lot of work ahead of us and I want to acknowledge

         14  him and also Council Member Henry who is also chair

         15  of the Immigration Subcommittee.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Would you like to

         17  say something, Subcommittee Chair?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

         19  Mr. Speaker.

         20                 I think today is a very important day

         21  to declare the month of April Census Awareness

         22  month. There are going to be a series of activities

         23  around the City led by a Citywide forum at the end

         24  of this month with the congressional delegations

         25  that represent the districts of New York. It is a
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          2  very, very important thing, because New York stands

          3  to either gain or lose hundreds of millions of

          4  dollars for infrastructure in schools and jobs and

          5  health care, and all of those important things that

          6  drive our community. We are 100 percent behind this

          7  and we seek the support of all of our colleagues in

          8  bringing attention to the census.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         10  Mr. Chair.

         11                 Finally, before we start our meeting,

         12  President Goldstein, and the family. Would you kind

         13  of come up. We have Mary Goldstein and Michael

         14  Goldstein and Michelle. We have the entire family.

         15  Michael Zibron, is Acting President of Kingsborough.

         16  We have a resolution that we will read now in memory

         17  and a proclamation, in memory of Leon Goldstein,

         18  someone we all knew and loved and worked with.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The City of New

         20  York, Council.

         21                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         22  New York honors the life and mourns the death of

         23  Leon M. Goldstein, a 27-year president of

         24  Kingsborough Community College, who died on January

         25  8th, 1999; and
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          2                 Whereas, as the President of

          3  Kingsborough Community College of the City

          4  University of New York, he instituted several

          5  pioneering programs, including College Now, which

          6  was designated to encourage high school seniors to

          7  pursue a college education and family college, the

          8  first initiative of its kind in the nation offering

          9  economically disadvantaged parents the opportunity

         10  to work towards a college degree while their young

         11  children attended a satellite public school on

         12  campus; and

         13                 Whereas, an alumni of City

         14  University, President Goldstein was born in

         15  Brooklyn, received his BA from City College and his

         16  MA from Brooklyn College, he was blessed with a

         17  devoted wife Mary Goldstein and two wonderful

         18  children, Michael and Lisa; now, therefore,

         19                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         20  the City of New York honors the life and mourns the

         21  death of Leon M. Goldstein, a great humanitarian, a

         22  distinguished educational leader and a man of

         23  singular distinction.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And I think that

         25  about says it, Mr. Goldstein was a man of singular
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          2  distinction and he welcomed the entire Council.

          3  Every year, as you know, we felt very comfortable

          4  with Leon in the Kingsborough Community College. We

          5  had our outtings there, but most of all, we were

          6  very inspired by his good humor, his education

          7  excellence and we want now for you to know that he

          8  will be remembered for all times by our City. So,

          9  will you please accept this on behalf of the entire

         10  City Council, and if you would like to say anything,

         11  please do.

         12                 MS. GOLDSTEIN: I would like to thank

         13  each of the Council Members for this, the

         14  proclamation really says it all. I thank you on

         15  behalf of the family.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I understand we have

         17  the new president of the college, would you like to

         18  say something?

         19                 MR. ZIBRON: I am Michael Zibron, the

         20  interim president of Kingsborough Community College.

         21  I also would like to thank the City Council for the

         22  honor they have bestowed on our president and the

         23  college.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And we have the
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          2  chair of our higher Education Committee, Helen

          3  Marshall.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Mrs.

          5  Goldstein and to your children, Dr. Goldstein was a

          6  true New Yorker, he understood the necessity for

          7  public higher education. He developed a program that

          8  enabled many, many high school students to excel

          9  while they were in high school and go straight into

         10  college.

         11                 He was innovative, he was talented

         12  and we all love him and we sincerely miss him. And

         13  thank you, and your family, for sharing him with us

         14  all these years.

         15                 I would like to also point out that

         16  Judy Fink is in the audience and she has been with

         17  the college for so many years. You ought to be up

         18  here with us because for many, many years she has

         19  raised a banner of Kingsborough Community College,

         20  and I know Leon would want me to say that.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         22                 As a matter of fact, Judy is the one

         23  with Herb Berman that introduced me.

         24                 Priscilla Wooten, the Chair of our

         25  Education Committee.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you.

          3                 I think that the President of

          4  Kingsborough Community College, I called him Leon,

          5  because he was that kind of person. We spent a lot

          6  of time together when I had both the Education

          7  Committee that related to him and many, many awards

          8  from Kingsborough Community College. I think one of

          9  the things that I remember Leon mostly for, is the

         10  beautiful talkouts that he had with the high school

         11  students, and it gave many of us an opportunity to

         12  inter-react with Leon. But then Leon had an early

         13  childhood program that really impacted and also gave

         14  the young people an opportunity to stay in school,

         15  and that was what I remember most.

         16                 But I also remember a gentle young

         17  man, who embraced all of Brooklyn and New York City,

         18  and who left a legacy that no matter who you were,

         19  what neighborhood you were from, that you, too,

         20  could be successful in this town, and we are still

         21  missing him, and I am just so pleased to share this

         22  with my colleagues in government, because truly Leon

         23  deserves that proclamation recognition.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Very well said.

         25                 Thank you, Priscilla.
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          2                 Finally, the gentlemen that first

          3  introduced me to Leon and the Council really, Herb

          4  Berman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker. To the Goldstein family, and my colleagues,

          7  on behalf of the Brooklyn Delegation, we are pleased

          8  to be able to celebrate the life of Leon Goldstein

          9  who was an incredible friend to each and every one

         10  of us. But for those who are new here and don't

         11  remember him, I would suggest to you that most of

         12  the innovative programs now existing in the

         13  community colleges in Brooklyn were created by,

         14  innovated by, tested by and developed by Leon at

         15  Kingsborough and when they ran well there, then they

         16  were implemented in the other schools.

         17                 And he also had an incredible ability

         18  to be able to select people to be able to do

         19  incredible, extraordinary jobs, witnessed his

         20  successor Mike Zibron, who was the Acting President

         21  of Kingsborough who was clearly one of the stars

         22  there and we are fortunate enough to have him now as

         23  the interim president.

         24                 Leon Goldstein was a unique

         25  individual, somebody that you could never -- trust
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          2  me, you could never say no to him, because that was

          3  just not a word in his vocabulary. He was unique, he

          4  was creative, we are going to miss him. He would

          5  have been a great chancellor, more importantly, he

          6  is a great friend and we miss him.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          9  God speed and God bless, because I know that is

         10  where he is now, certainly with the author of love.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 Okay, can we have our Public

         13  Advocate, or Archie, let's start our meeting and we

         14  will get into our formal meeting.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: If I could

         16  have the indulgence of my colleagues. Today happens

         17  to be the 15th birthday of my son Jona Green, who is

         18  to my left, and last month, Jona, who is a freshman

         19  at Horace Mann, went to Washington with the Junior

         20  Statesmen of America, 200 students around the City

         21  and country debated various issues, he debated the

         22  issue of impeachment. He was against impeachment.

         23  And he somehow had some advice and won, and if I

         24  hear no objection, hearing no objection, that is the

         25  way democracy works, I would like him to ask for a
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          2  roll call and gavel the meeting to order, even

          3  though this is not take your son to work day.

          4                 Do I hear any objection?

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: No objection.

          6  Proceed. Since he obviously is a very distinguished

          7  member of the Green family.

          8                 JONA GREEN: Would the clerk please

          9  call the roll.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay.

         11                 CITY CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         16  Vallone.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 May we have the invocation.

         19                 JONA GREEN: The quorum having been

         20  established, I call the Stated Meeting to order.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Green. Happy birthday.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At this time I

         24  would ask all of my colleagues to stand for the

         25  invocation, again to be delivered by Rabbi Jonathan
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          2  Glass, of the Civic Center Synagogue.

          3                 Rabbi Glass.

          4                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Mr. Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 Men and women of the City Council,

          7  the upcoming holiday of Passover is an occasion that

          8  has given people hope throughout the ages. It

          9  testifies that no matter how long a people may have

         10  suffered slavery and oppression, that the Almighty

         11  hears their cry and will respond.

         12                 With all the present turmoil going on

         13  in the world today, we know it is only God who can

         14  resolve things in everyone's best interest, and may

         15  he bless the Council that it carry on its hallowed

         16  work of freedom until we have accomplished liberty

         17  and justice for all.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amen.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Rabbi Glass.

         22                 Please be seated.

         23                 To spread the invocation upon the

         24  record, I would like to call on Council Member

         25  Freed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

          3                 Thank you, Rabbi Glass, we wish you a

          4  good holiday and to all of the other members and

          5  their families and guests, and I move to spread the

          6  invocation in full upon the record.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Freed.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time, Mr.

         10  Public Advocate, I have asked for a short -- that we

         11  waive the rules for a very important memorial

         12  service.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: The rules are

         14  waived and I call on the Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         16  Mr. Public Advocate and my colleagues. Today we are

         17  going to honor the memory of Doug Edelson, in front

         18  of his wife and family, who I will introduce here in

         19  a moment.

         20                 Those of us who served with Doug, who

         21  was here for at least 20 years, but in the ten

         22  years, nine of them between 1974 and 1985 when he

         23  left, he did a remarkably and important thing for

         24  this Council as an institution. It was almost

         25  impossible for any Council member to receive any
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          2  media attention. First of all, we didn't have the

          3  power, and second of all, it was a struggle to get

          4  that power, and third of all, there was no real

          5  staff that was allowed to be hired by the Council

          6  during those years, by the office, by the Executive

          7  Branch on the other side of the hall. It wasn't

          8  until 1989 that a Charter change took place. But in

          9  the interim, Doug Edelson met people like me who

         10  came to City Hall for the first time, and I just

         11  want to pass one story on to you because you will

         12  see from his biography that no only was he a very

         13  brave and courageous person, being the lead tank

         14  officer with General Patton during World War II, but

         15  he was also very compassionate and a very

         16  understanding person, and he loved the little guy,

         17  and in our case, we were the little guy. And in an

         18  effort to get some media attention, for what I

         19  thought was very important, and that was the

         20  recodification of the Administrative Code, and also

         21  the abolition of the Board of Estimate, I came into

         22  the City Council carrying a lot of papers and a lot

         23  of books. And he said, what is that, son? I said I

         24  have a very important job to do and I wish you would

         25  let me get on the air to talk about it. It is about
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          2  codification of the Administrative Code.

          3                 So, he took a look in it, and he was

          4  with his friend Steve Flanders, he said, have you

          5  got anything else? I said, yes, I have this piece of

          6  paper here which has to do with a problem we are

          7  having in our district since there is a one-family

          8  house that is being used as a house of prostitution,

          9  but the law says multiple dwelling. So, all I am

         10  going to do is change that name, I am just going to

         11  take out "multiple" from the law, I am going to

         12  introduce an amendment. But I said, it is a very

         13  minor thing. He said, do you mind if we do something

         14  with that? I said, not at all. By the time the day

         15  was over, I was on every television program in the

         16  land, my relatives in Florida heard about the fact

         17  that we were leading a war against prostitution in

         18  the City of New York by changing the law and making

         19  it applicable to every dwelling. He knew the

         20  importance of publicity, and once that publicity

         21  came, it gave me the credibility to talk about the

         22  importance of changing government in the City of New

         23  York.

         24                 So, even one word can make a huge

         25  difference, but he had credibility, he had honesty,
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          2  he had courage, he had vigor, and most of all, he

          3  had this City in his heart and in his soul and in

          4  his mind every working moment. He had the

          5  credibility, he was honest, and his dear friend

          6  Steve Flanders, he led the fight with me to change

          7  the sign at the entrance of City Hall, for those of

          8  you who were here at the time, to Flanders Square,

          9  because Flanders and Edelson were the benchmarks of

         10  what reporting should be all about.

         11                 No one, or no institution, should

         12  have a monopoly, but it is for the people.

         13                 So, today we have a couple of Council

         14  members who were leadership at the time who would

         15  like to make a brief comment prior to the time that

         16  I call upon some distinguished members of the media

         17  and the family itself. Starting off with Council

         18  Member Berman.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Speaker, my colleagues.

         21                 To Doug's family, Doug was very

         22  important to my career, as he was to so many others.

         23  I just so distinctly remember that when I came to

         24  the Council I was assigned to desk, in what is now

         25  the Council lounge. But I was told immediately by
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          2  Joe, who is here, be careful, don't try to sit

          3  there, that is Doug Edelson's desk. So, in the

          4  entire duration of his tenure in City Hall, I never

          5  got to sit in my desk, but Doug never failed to give

          6  me a message. The four times that people called me

          7  on that phone, Doug traced me down and made sure I

          8  got that message.

          9                 He was also an incredibly unique

         10  person. If you ever sat down and took the time to

         11  talk to him about his experiences in World War II,

         12  where he landed just a couple of days after D Day

         13  and saw the entire war through the slit of his tank,

         14  and he was a very highly decorated hero. I believe

         15  he received a Bronze Star, which is the third or

         16  fourth highest medal that you can receive. Not many

         17  people lived to get a Bronze Star.

         18                 Most importantly for us, he taught

         19  all of us how to do an interview, how to develop a

         20  soundbite, and if we didn't get it right, he made us

         21  do it over, and over and over again.

         22                 So, for those of us, hopefully if you

         23  believe that we can do an interview, Doug is

         24  responsible. If we can't do an interview, Doug is

         25  also responsible. He was the most incredible
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          2  journalist we had ever met. He was one of the great

          3  three, it was he, Steve and Danny, when they reined

          4  over City Hall, and we miss him clearly, and to the

          5  Edelson family, we share your grief. He was a good

          6  friend.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Herb.

          9                 Council Member Eisland, do you want

         10  to take the mic?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I guess we

         12  all have a desk story from the "big room", the

         13  infamous big room. When I first came into the

         14  Council I didn't have a desk, I was relegated to the

         15  basement because there were too many of us. But then

         16  when we had redistricting and some of the members

         17  left, one of the members was from the Bronx and my

         18  friend, and he kept saying "make sure you get my

         19  desk. Make sure you get my desk." He must have said

         20  it to me a dozen times, not talking about what it

         21  was going to be like to represent Co-Op City or

         22  another parts of the Bronx, but "make sure you get

         23  my desk."

         24                 The reason for that was it was right

         25  next to Doug Edelson, and I can't begin to tell you
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          2  how I learned and I had learned an awful lot at that

          3  time. I kid of consider that we had the Edelson era

          4  in the seventies and in the eighties and even before

          5  that, and now we have an era where many of those

          6  wonderful people that worked with Doug Edelson are

          7  back here today, people in the print media, people

          8  who transisted into another room, and I think that

          9  they all had the same feeling that we in the Council

         10  had. He had the knowledge of the City in his vocal

         11  cords and that translated every single day to

         12  getting a message out to the City of what government

         13  was about.

         14                 We live in such a hi-tech era now,

         15  compared to those days when Doug was here, there are

         16  so many more outlets now, but radio was so special

         17  at that time and he is what made news radio for many

         18  of us from that era, so I am very pleased that I was

         19  able to be there at that time.

         20                 And a very special hello and love to

         21  Barbara. I also knew them during their romance, the

         22  beginning, and their romance right through their

         23  marriage. It was wonderful, and I used to hear about

         24  it from my constituent Loretta Edelson, who was the

         25  mother of Doug and who really was so very, very
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          2  involved with Doug and proud of him, and we are all

          3  very proud that he was a son of the city, and we

          4  will miss him and we love you, Barbara, and your

          5  family.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

          7  Member Eisland.

          8                 Council Member Michels, before we

          9  call upon our distinguished media.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues. Our condolences to

         12  the Edelson family, Barbara, her daughters.

         13                 Doug was my friend when I first came

         14  into the Council, I didn't know too many people, and

         15  Doug and Steve Flanders and Danny Meenan and Sam

         16  Brooks befriended us, and was very friendly and good

         17  to us, and then you got to know Doug because you

         18  spent time down here and you were drawn to him, and

         19  you can always know he was there by the distinctness

         20  of his voice. His voice was the most distinguished

         21  thing I ever heard, and everybody knew you could

         22  hear it. And you knew if you made the radio that day

         23  with Doug Edelson, everybody would tell you about it

         24  - we heard you, we heard Doug Edelson talking about

         25  it.
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          2                 Everything my colleagues have said is

          3  absolutely true, and he told us great stories, he

          4  could regale you with stories, he could make

          5  anything into a good news story, he knew how to do

          6  it, knew how to train us.

          7                 In addition to his great service in

          8  the second world war, where many people don't know,

          9  he was with Patton's eighth army, and was one of the

         10  lead tanks into Buchenwald, that liberated

         11  Buchenwald, and he saw firsthand for himself the

         12  terrible atrocities that were committed by the Nazis

         13  upon the Jews and other people. But other people

         14  might have said, look, I don't even want to remember

         15  that, I don't want to talk about it, but he felt it

         16  was an obligation on his part to go and speak in all

         17  of the places he could possibly be to tell people

         18  about what he experienced and what he saw firsthand.

         19                 This is before Spielberg, before we

         20  had the Holocaust Museum, he was a living witness to

         21  what took place, and for that we owe a great

         22  gratitude towards him, and I will always be grateful

         23  to him and have him imbedded in my memory.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.
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          2                 Council Member Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Speaker.

          5                 I just want to add my condolences to

          6  the Edelson family and to share with you my view of

          7  Doug Edelson was one of fairness. You know, there

          8  are always favorites and fair-haired boys and girls,

          9  but Doug gave everyone a shot, even me. So, I just

         10  want to say thanks to the family for Doug, in his

         11  fairness and his objectivity, his signature. Doug

         12  Edelson 1010 wins resonated throughout the City and

         13  he was certainly a part of the history and folklore

         14  of this City. My condolences.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Archie.

         16                 We have present day voices of WINS,

         17  represented by Julia Papa.

         18                 MS. PAPA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 To the Edelson family here, to the

         20  Council members and to my colleagues and friends and

         21  Doug's friends.

         22                 I pictured Doug here at City Hall,

         23  manning his desk downstairs, with that wonderful

         24  black and white logo on his microphone, that was the

         25  old WINS logo, you might see it in some of the old
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          2  footage. He looked dashing and distinguished in his

          3  suit, a handkerchief sprouting out of his breast

          4  pocket, and then I pictured Doug Edelson wearing a

          5  tutu, and those pink tights on those thinly chicken

          6  legs, swirling around on stage in one of his

          7  Innercircle performances.

          8                 He loved it, and he loved his job and

          9  he loved the people and he loved the City.

         10                 His legacy is left in many ways. You

         11  know, radio news is not like newspapers or

         12  television, where you save the video for that

         13  vintage retrospective, or you hold onto those clips

         14  of your biggest headlines. What I like to say about

         15  radio is it is on and it is gone. But it is on every

         16  day, and it is on all day, and it is reliable, and

         17  it is involved, and it is keeping New Yorkers on top

         18  of things, and it is keeping them informed of what

         19  is happening in their City and in their world.

         20                 Doug's fair, insightful and

         21  respectful reporting provided that service to

         22  generations and to millions of New Yorkers, and that

         23  is a public service, and how poignant it is at the

         24  end of this century that so many books now and

         25  movies are honoring those who did their duty in
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          2  World War II. Doug's contribution came at crucial

          3  point in history and it allows us all to be here

          4  today.

          5                 So, he leaves a legacy to the City,

          6  to the country, to me. I know that as a reporter I

          7  learned from him. He showed me the ropes here at

          8  City Hall. He introduced me to the powers that be,

          9  and I learned my craft by watching and by doing, and

         10  I also learned a bit about finesse and style,

         11  because he had lots of that.

         12                 But there was one piece of advice

         13  that he gave to me, and it has served me very well,

         14  and it is something that I pass along to other

         15  reporters. He told me once, Juliette, you never know

         16  what kind of story you are going to be on, or how

         17  long you are going to be on it. So, when there is a

         18  chair, sit in it, when there is food, eat it, and

         19  when there is a bathroom, use it.

         20                 Doug Edelson was a man of the century

         21  and a man of the City. I am sad that he is gone, but

         22  I am happy to have known him.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Another colleague

         25  and a dear friend, Shelly Strickler, of WOR.
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          2                 MR. STRICKLER: First, for me, Doug

          3  was a voice. Then when I started at WOR in 1978,

          4  Doug became a mentor. Finally, he and his wife

          5  Barbara became dear friends to both myself and my

          6  husband Larry.

          7                 For me life in the eighties centered

          8  around the City Council room, and you have heard so

          9  much about it today, where radio reporters took over

         10  those desks of the Council people. Never before,

         11  never after was there such a room. Doug, Steve

         12  Flanders, Peggy Stockton, Danny Meenan, may they all

         13  rest in peace, and then of course there was Mary

         14  Gaye-Taylor, Mitch Levy, Sam Brooks, Juliette Papa,

         15  Meredith Hollace, Jim Eyre, Irene Cornell, there

         16  were so many of us then, it was the golden years of

         17  City Hall's radio reporting.

         18                 Doug was the center. He was a center

         19  that meant so much not just to the people in City

         20  Hall, but to the reporters who worked here,

         21  especially to the newcomers. Everybody talked about

         22  their desk. My desk was right behind Doug Edelson,

         23  so while I was trying to report, I usually had to

         24  wait until he finished because that deep resonant

         25  voice might appear on WOR.
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          2                 He was steady, he was constant, he

          3  was loyal, he was meticulous, he was true to his

          4  sources, he was respected by everyone.

          5                 We all worked so hard in those days,

          6  those were the Koch years, and so there was never a

          7  dull day, but you know, there was always time for

          8  Doug's stories, and what stories he told.

          9                 He knew everyone. I don't mean that

         10  to exaggerate, he knew everyone, not casually, but

         11  personally. Mention a name - oh, that scoundrel.

         12  Another name - spoke to her the other day. Had

         13  dinner with him last night. Politicians - Nixon,

         14  Rockefeller. Celebrities - Judy Garland, Beth

         15  Myerson, even Joch Sherak, but that is another

         16  story, as he would say.

         17                 You know, there were times when I

         18  said, I don't know, it can't be that he knew all of

         19  these people so well, but little by little over the

         20  years I found out he actually did.

         21                 Doug told a news story straight, but

         22  he was never boring. How could he be boring with

         23  that voice. And he taught me and he helped me and he

         24  showed me how a journalist can tell it like it is

         25  and yet still be highly respected and admired by the
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          2  newsmakers. And these last few years, Larry and I

          3  always in constant contact with Doug and Barbara, by

          4  phone, by E-Mail, that's right, you don't think that

          5  Doug would not be right up there in the 21st Century

          6  on top of the new technology. This past week it was

          7  especially difficult for me because every time I

          8  opened my computer there was not a message from

          9  Doug. And each year we visited Barbara and Doug in

         10  late January in Florida, and we visited with them in

         11  Ft. Lauderdale only two months ago, and Doug, as

         12  usual, was the lord of the manner, he was the bon

         13  vie bon, he was the raconteur, he loved retirement,

         14  but he was hungry for the latest gossip about New

         15  York, about inner circles, Juliette already

         16  mentioned those spindly legs, boy what a Miss

         17  America he played, and he was hungry for the latest

         18  gossip about WINS, about the current Mayor, about

         19  all of you, and I told him everything and he took

         20  notes.

         21                 Before I go, I just want to tell you,

         22  and in just a couple of sentences, that I spoke to

         23  Gabe Pressman this morning. He called me from

         24  Cancun, and he wanted me to just say to you, this is

         25  from Gabe, that Doug was a pioneer in radio news,
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          2  reporting along with Danny Meenan, Jim Gash, Stan

          3  Brooks, Steve Flanders, Bill Ryan, Lester Smith, he

          4  said Doug was efficient, tenacious, personable,

          5  earning him the high regard of his colleagues and

          6  the people that he covered. He loves his profession,

          7  he was loyal to the people with whom he worked and,

          8  said Gabe, he was a dear friend.

          9                 And then also this morning I spoke

         10  with Lester Smith. He is fine, but he had a very

         11  important doctor's appointment, and he wanted me to

         12  mention, because all of us mentioned City Hall, but

         13  Lester speaks of the"big three", the big three,

         14  Lester, Steve Flanders and Doug, because it wasn't

         15  just City Hall for them, they went wherever there

         16  was a story in this country and they have wonderful

         17  stories to tell. And Lester wanted me to say we

         18  worked at rival stations but we had a wonderful

         19  working relationship and friendship, despite the

         20  rivalry, we were doing big things, he said, but we

         21  had good times doing them. We were proud of the

         22  stuff we did together. Doug is the stuff that news

         23  people should be made of, and that people should be

         24  made of, and he is just a wonderful person to

         25  remember at the end of this century and forever more
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          2  into the following century. And we are going to miss

          3  Doug, but we will not stop going down to Ft.

          4  Lauderdale to see Barbara.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so much,

          7  Shelly.

          8                 Finally, a long-time friend and

          9  colleague from WCBS, Mitchell Levy.

         10                 MR. LEVY: Mr. Speaker, members of the

         11  City Council, Barbara, friends and colleagues, Doug

         12  would greatly appreciate your thinking of him today,

         13  and honoring him with your proclamation and this

         14  tribute. He loved being a reporter. He loved

         15  covering politics, and New York City Hall was his

         16  beat.

         17                 For nearly three decades, except for

         18  when he was away on those national assignments with

         19  Lester and Steve. He took pride in his work, he

         20  thought of it as a public service. It is, after all,

         21  the only job outside of actual government service

         22  that is written about in the constitution of the

         23  United States.

         24                 Amendment one, the Bill of Rights,

         25  which set for our basic freedoms. Congress shall
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          2  make no law respecting the establishment of religion

          3  or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or

          4  abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press.

          5                 Well, Doug thought it was a great

          6  privilege to be a reporter and a great and noble

          7  responsibility. He believed he could help people in

          8  his words now, by letting them know what was going

          9  on, what affected them, and their children and their

         10  daily lives, and how they could get through the day

         11  with the least hardship and problems.

         12                 Doug had a credo as a journalist, one

         13  he tried to impart to succeeding generations in

         14  journalists who sought his guidance - be fair.

         15                 Over the years there were people who

         16  worked in government with whom Doug formed

         17  friendships, but he never let his personal feelings

         18  intrude on his responsibilities as a reporter to

         19  present the facts, and to present them in an

         20  objective balanced, fair way.

         21                 Among Doug's army buddies were Robert

         22  Abrahms, and Howard Samuels, and others who had

         23  later become part of what Doug described as a who is

         24  who of New York politics.

         25                 First they had to survive the war. No
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          2  small accomplishment in Patton's army. Doug was

          3  barely 18 years old when he took part in the

          4  Normandy Invasion, D Day. He also took part in four

          5  other major campaigns with Patton. There were 275

          6  men in Doug's original tank group, there were five

          7  men to a tank, only 25 survived. And of the 25 who

          8  survived, five, including Doug, were in the lead

          9  tank, the others were either killed, wounded or

         10  rotated out.

         11                 Doug was a gunner, and his position

         12  in the tank made him the third man in Patton's army

         13  to help liberate Paris. Well, Doug compiled a

         14  pentagon record of 196 consecutive days in combat,

         15  traveling 2,200 miles and serving in 17 different

         16  army units.

         17                 Doug felt privileged to serve in

         18  Patton's army. He told a friend and colleague, Dan

         19  Scanlon, that the movie view of the General standing

         20  with his hands on those pearl handed pistol grips on

         21  a hillside while shells flew all around was true.

         22                 Doug said that during a pitch tank

         23  battle, he remembered looking out of that slit of

         24  the tank and seeing Patton, just as he was in the

         25  movie, watching the warfare, oblivious to the
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          2  obvious dangers.

          3                 Doug told Dan, I was a Jewish kid

          4  from the Bronx, I would have followed Patton into

          5  hell, and in a way he did. He followed him through

          6  all of the battles which claimed the lives of so

          7  many of his friends and left others with bodies

          8  mangled beyond repair. And he followed Patton to

          9  Buchenwald, where he was among the American soldiers

         10  who liberated Buchenwald, one of the most savage of

         11  the Nazi concentration camps.

         12                 He earned a Bronze Star and other

         13  decorations, but rarely spoke about that. He did

         14  speak about, and never forgot, and kept in touch

         15  with the surviving members of the unit with whom he

         16  fought.

         17                 There were many awards given to Doug

         18  for his achievements as a reporter, and he displayed

         19  them with pride in his home, but what made him

         20  happiest was the work itself, and the many friends

         21  he made while doing it.

         22                 I met Doug 31 years ago right here in

         23  City Hall, at a place everyone called, you all know

         24  about Doug's desk. Herb Berman, pardon me, but it

         25  was Doug's desk. And of course it was at a time when

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Council Members really shared their room and their

          3  desks with members of the radio press.

          4                 I soon learned that Doug's desk

          5  wasn't just for Doug and Herb, it was a kind of

          6  meeting place where Doug and his colleagues, Steve

          7  Flanders, Danny Meenan, Lester Smith and the new

          8  comers like myself and later Shelly Strickler and

          9  Michael Lysak, would talk over the news being

         10  generated on any given day here at City Hall. It was

         11  news to be shared and there was enterprise news that

         12  was not, but anyone in need of a tape recorder or a

         13  fresh cassette, anything having to do with the

         14  business at hand reporting was welcome to help

         15  themselves.

         16                 As Charlie Kaye, a former WINS News

         17  Director said, if you worked in New York radio long

         18  enough, you either knew or knew of Doug Edelson, the

         19  station's long-time City Hall Bureau Chief.

         20                 Steve Holtz, the current News

         21  Director of WINS, is helping set up a journalism

         22  scholarship to honor Doug.

         23                 And for those of you who knew Doug

         24  here at City Hall, I would like to leave you with

         25  the words of another of Doug's colleagues, Michael
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          2  Lysak, in an E.Mail he said to me, it was sad to

          3  lose him, but I think he is now getting a tape dub

          4  from Steve Flanders.

          5                 Thank you, all. We will miss him.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Now the love of

          7  Doug's life, his wife, Barbara Edelson.

          8                 MS. EDELSON: Thank you. I just want

          9  to thank you very much. I am really overwhelmed, and

         10  it is just wonderful to be here. I feel at home, and

         11  this is really my home and it is Doug's home, and he

         12  loved it, he loved all of you, he loved the City,

         13  and what he did he thought was the most important

         14  thing, and the help that you gave him and the

         15  opportunity that you gave him to do his job and the

         16  things that you wanted done that he could help you

         17  do to improve the City and improve the quality of

         18  life of the people, made his life.

         19                 And I just want to thank you for the

         20  tributes, for really knowing who he was, because he

         21  was all of those things and he did have those legs,

         22  and he was just an honest, sincere, fair, wonderful

         23  writer, journalist person, and I just thank you for

         24  everything and for everything that you ever did for

         25  him and for us, and we appreciate it.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Barbara.

          4                 Can I ask the rest of the media to

          5  come up here, while I ask my colleagues to stand and

          6  we read this resolution into the record? Come

          7  forward. Come on, Joe, Mitch, Shelly. Anybody from

          8  the media that would like to join here. We are going

          9  to stand for a moment of silence. Can I have the

         10  rest of the family come forward, please.

         11                 Those of us who knew Doug knew that

         12  he was truly unique, and his voice was certainly

         13  unique. I used to call him the voice of God. I think

         14  that may be more than prophetic because based upon

         15  his deeds and his life, if there is any certainty,

         16  it is that he is with God now.

         17                 In that spirit I ask us all to stand

         18  and have our in memoriam resolution read into the

         19  record.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: In memoriam. Doug

         21  Edelson. March 30th, 1999.

         22                 Whereas, the New York City Council

         23  has learned with great sorrow of the passing at the

         24  age of 75 of Doug Edelson, a legendary political

         25  reporter for WINS Radio and the Dean of Room 9; and
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          2                 Whereas, born and raised in New York

          3  City, Doug Edelson began his radio career when he

          4  was just 14 years old and worked for NBC network

          5  radio before joining WINS in 1965; and

          6                 Whereas, for more than a quarter of a

          7  century, Doug Edelson interviewed every president,

          8  from Harry Truman to George Bush, five New York City

          9  Mayors, and covered crucial events in US history,

         10  including the assassination of Senator Robert F.

         11  Kennedy and the Reverend Martin Luther King. He also

         12  covered City rioting and campus unrest; and

         13                 Whereas, Doug Edelson also served his

         14  country with honor and distinction in the U.S. Army

         15  during World War II as a tank gunner and

         16  participated in the invasion of Normandy, France;

         17  and

         18                 Whereas, long recognized as the Dean

         19  of Room 9 during his career covering New York City,

         20  City Hall, Doug Edelson was well respected by his

         21  colleagues in the news business, as well as the

         22  people interviewed for his grace, dignity and

         23  professionalism; and

         24                 Whereas, Doug Edelson was a former

         25  President of the Innercircle, and organization of
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          2  political writers, and a former board member of the

          3  American Red Cross of Greater New York; now,

          4  therefore,

          5                 Be it resolved, that the Council of

          6  the City of New York honors the life and work of

          7  Doug Edelson, conveys its deepest condolences to his

          8  wife Barbara, and daughters Jean and Catherine and

          9  his grandson Matthew, and adjourns today in his

         10  memory.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 Okay, thank you very, very much, and

         14  if we can get ourselves back into our seats, we will

         15  finish our important business.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Councilman

         17  Robles, I am going to be calling on you to adopt the

         18  minutes.

         19                 Councilman Robles.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Public

         21  Advocate, I move to adopt the minutes.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         23                 Barbara Edelson, on behalf of the

         24  Public Advocate's Office, your family and your

         25  husband are in our hearts and prayers forever. It's
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          2  good to see you here.

          3                 To continue the Stated Meeting at

          4  this time, any Messages and Papers from the Mayor?

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-527.

          6  Communication from the Mayor returning Intro. 473-A

          7  to the Council.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's received,

          9  ordered, printed and filed.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         11  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-528.

         13  Communication from the Board of Corrections.

         14  Submitting the Board's 1998 annual report.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         16  printed and filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-529.

         18  Communication from the Department of Transportation.

         19  1998 annual Bridge and Tunnel condition.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         21  printed and filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-530.

         23  Communication from the Department of Homeless

         24  Services. Annual report second quarter.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

          3  Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: No. That is

          5  received, ordered, printed and filed.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: I am not up

          9  there yet.

         10                 M-531. Communication from the Queens

         11  Borough President. Proposed reallocation package

         12  budget.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is referred to

         14  Finance, together with M-532 referred to Finance,

         15  and Petitions and Communications, received, ordered,

         16  printed and filed.

         17                 May we go right to Land Use Call-Ups.

         18  Some of our members have to leave right away, and I

         19  would ask you to call on Council Members, and in

         20  this order, Spigner first, and Council Member Dear

         21  second, and Council Member Berman third, please.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Land Use

         23  Call-Up. M-534, by the Chair, Council Member

         24  Eisland, pursuant to the rules of the Charter and

         25  the Council. ULURP 930426 MMM, shall be subject to
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          2  Council review.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: First Council Member

          4  Spigner, please, and then allow them to vote on the

          5  rest.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          7  Spigner.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER:  Thank you,

         10  Mr. Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate. May I be recorded

         11  as a yes vote on all items on today's general order

         12  calendar because of a medical appointment.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dear.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I vote aye on

         16  all coupled general orders.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Any others?

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Members

         19  Berman and Warden.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         21  Berman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Public Advocate, and Mr. Speaker.

         24                 I vote aye on all of the matters

         25  before us today, and I wish all of my colleagues a
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          2  sweet Passover and a very, very merry and happy

          3  Easter. Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

          5  Warden and then we will go back.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 I vote aye on the coupled general

          9  orders, as well as the Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Anyone else at

         11  this time? No?

         12                 Petitions and Communications.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: No, we have to take

         14  the rest of the roll call, Mr. Public Advocate.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Oh, I see.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABLE: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DiBrienza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eldridge.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eristoff.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fiala.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: These are Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Henry.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lasher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Leffler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Marshall.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McCaffrey.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stabile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Watkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Mr. Vallone.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         23  46 to nothing, adopted and referred to the Committee

         24  on Land Use.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Those are two Land
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          2  Use Call-Ups --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Can everyone

          4  keep it down, and we will have a communication from

          5  the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

          7                 This was a day of memory of some dear

          8  people that we knew. One of the people that has been

          9  part of the institution of this Council, who I

         10  really don't know what we would have done without

         11  for the last decade or more, is leaving us to go on

         12  to become the Director of Government Affairs at Con

         13  Edison. This is not the first time he has left,

         14  hopefully by the time he comes back we will be able

         15  to match whatever pay anybody else offers him, but I

         16  would ask that he come forward now so we can have a

         17  proclamation read into the record for John Banks.

         18  Come on up, John.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Proclamation. Council,

         20  City of New York. Whereas, John Banks came to the

         21  City Council Finance Division in 1990 to help

         22  implement and perform the enhanced budgetary powers

         23  granted to the Council under the revised 1989 City

         24  Charter; and

         25                 Whereas, in 1994, after a brief stay
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          2  with Brooklyn Union Gas, John Banks returned to the

          3  Council to serve as the Deputy Director for Expense

          4  with the Council Finance Division. While serving in

          5  this capacity, Mr. Banks has supervised a staff of

          6  budgetary professionals with grace and proficiency,

          7  and has been responsible for negotiating the City's

          8  budget with the Administration; and

          9                 Whereas, during Mr. Bank's tenure,

         10  the Council adopted its own budget for Fiscal Year

         11  1999 for the first time under the revised Charter,

         12  and whereas, Mr. Banks has served as the Speaker's

         13  representative to the Board of Trustees of the New

         14  York Public Library and is a member of the Board of

         15  Directors of the Nativity Mission School; now,

         16  therefore,

         17                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         18  the City of New York commends, honors and offers its

         19  appreciation to John Banks in recognition of his 13

         20  years of outstanding service as an exemplary public

         21  servant for the City of New York.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: John, on behalf of

         23  your colleagues, all of whom are here now and ask

         24  you why you are wearing an earing? You could have

         25  worn it, we would have kept you anyway. Now you have
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          2  an opportunity to tell us really what you think of

          3  us.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: It is passed

          5  35/15 by the way.

          6                 MR. BANKS: I want to know the other

          7  15 votes.

          8                 I just wanted to say thank you to

          9  everybody at the Council, in particular the members.

         10  It has been a great time here for the last nine

         11  years. I have learned a lot, I have had a lot of

         12  fun. I think that the Council has progressed much

         13  beyond the expectations of the Charter reformers

         14  when they did what they did back in '89.

         15                 I in particular want to thank the

         16  Chairman of the Finance Division, Finance Committee

         17  Herb Berman, the Speaker, who both gave me the

         18  opportunity and something that you can never look

         19  back on it and question, and I always want to make

         20  sure I thank them, but more importantly, I want to

         21  thank the staff of the Finance Division and I want

         22  to thank Tom McMahon.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: John, while

         25  all of our colleagues are here, we, who are the
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          2  members of the Caucus, want to show you our

          3  appreciation. Many of us came in here green, not

          4  knowledgeable of the budget, you took the patience

          5  and time to join us. When Priscilla was the

          6  Chairperson you even went to Albany with us and

          7  helped us to put on our workshop, and it is just a

          8  small token but it is very sincere, we know that you

          9  will need it where you are going, and we wish you

         10  well.

         11                 Guillermo would like to say

         12  something.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: John, I just

         14  want to say that, as the Caucus of the New York

         15  City, the Black and Hispanic Caucus, we are very

         16  grateful for the efforts, the help, the assistance

         17  that you always gave us, especially when it came to

         18  the budget, and we know that we are going to miss

         19  you dearly, but you should know, the doors are wide

         20  open for you to come back again.

         21                 MR. BANKS: Thank you. Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, folks, we have

         24  one more presentation to make.

         25                 She has been on our Council staff for

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  six years, she is serving as the Counsel to the

          3  Committees on General Welfare and Higher Education,

          4  she will bring a high level of professionalism to

          5  her new job at the Medicare Rights Center, Suzanne

          6  Levin. Please come forward.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation.

          8  Council of the City of New York.

          9                 Whereas, Suzanne N. Levin began her

         10  first tour of duty on the staff of the New York City

         11  Council serving as an investigative attorney with

         12  the Office of Oversight and Investigation; and

         13                 Whereas, at O&I Suzanne served as the

         14  liaison to the Committee on Health, to the

         15  Subcommittee on Women, conducted programmatic and

         16  budgetary reviews of municipal agencies' performance

         17  and was an integral part of the many public hearings

         18  held by the Committee and the Subcommittee; and

         19                 Whereas, Suzanne helped to craft the

         20  landmark legislation, creating the Division of AIDS

         21  Services, strengthening and improving the Department

         22  of Homeless Services and assisted the Council in

         23  promulgating its decision in strong support of City

         24  University of New York; and

         25                 Whereas, Suzanne is widely respected
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          2  and well loved by her peers at the Council, and has

          3  not only demonstrated the highest degree of

          4  professionalism but has been a great friend and

          5  inspiration; now, therefore,

          6                 Let it be known, that the Council of

          7  the City of New York commends and congratulates

          8  Suzanne N. Levin, for the years of service to the

          9  Council and to the people of the City of New York.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Suzanne, in addition

         11  to the proclamation from the entire Council, we now

         12  have a presentation from your two chairperson, Helen

         13  Marshall and Steve DiBrienza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Well, you

         15  know, the only problem with the Council is the

         16  better folks get at their jobs, the more

         17  responsibility they get. So first you were counsel

         18  to General Welfare and all of the members were

         19  thrilled, and then Helen, with Peter's support, set

         20  up this wonderful Committee on Higher Ed, and she

         21  had to pull and push and pull for your services, and

         22  so we thought it would be nice to give you -- and

         23  actually Helen did all of the work -- I am carrying

         24  it because it is a little heavy for her and she has

         25  her crutches, but she did all of the work to arrange
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          2  for this memento from both our Committees and us as

          3  Chairs, we just want to say thank you. The work that

          4  we do and the work that all of us care about is made

          5  easier by the contribution that you made to us as

          6  counsel, we are going to miss you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Suzanne,

          8  starting a brand new committee can be a bit of a

          9  hairy experience. You have been beside me, you have

         10  taught me, you have learned, I mean it has been

         11  wonderful working with you. No matter what I ask you

         12  to do, you do it and you do it thoroughly. We

         13  tackled a big, big problem this year that we never

         14  anticipated and that was the attack by the

         15  Administration, but we were able to come through. We

         16  made our Council look really great in the City of

         17  New York and the entire City University is grateful

         18  to the Council for the work that we have done and

         19  you were so much a part of that.

         20                 We hate losing you, but as long as

         21  you are going up, keep on climbing, girl.

         22                 MS. LEVIN: Thank you very much. This

         23  is really, really sweet and a really nice surprise.

         24                 I especially want to thank the

         25  Speaker, Speaker Vallone, I have learned a lot in my
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          2  time here. I wouldn't have learned as much without

          3  Council Member DiBrienza and Councilwoman Marshall.

          4  I have had a great opportunity to work on some

          5  really important issues, the Division of AIDS

          6  Service legislation, Department of Homeless

          7  Services, hopefully we are going to keep working on

          8  that, the remediation issue with CUNY has been a

          9  really great learning experience, and I want to keep

         10  working on that as a CUNY student. So, thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         13                 If there is any proof that we are

         14  only as good as our staff, I think the last two

         15  presentations make it very clear.

         16                 Mr. Acting President Pro-Tem, Council

         17  Member Harrison wasn't here for the roll call on the

         18  Land Use Call-Ups and she would like to be able to

         19  vote on our entire agenda with everybody's

         20  permission, so if we could call her out of turn,

         21  please.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Without objections, Council Member Harrison.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Thank you

         25  very much, I appreciate it. I would like to cast my
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          2  vote in favor of all of the Land Use Call-Ups and

          3  for all of the general orders, if you will.

          4                 Thank you so much.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And concluding my

          6  communications from the Speaker, let me just say

          7  that this is a very special season and I hope that

          8  all evil and bad things pass over not only this

          9  Council but the world and that we celebrate a happy

         10  Passover and Easter as we come through this holiday

         11  season and come back in better shape than we were

         12  before, and hopefully it will lead to a good healing

         13  period for this City, which is very, very important

         14  at this time.

         15                 May we go on with the agenda, please?

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         17  Discussion of General Orders.

         18                 Seeing nobody, Reports of Special

         19  Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         22  Reports of Standing Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Finance.

         25                 LU 279 and companion resolution 697.
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          2  UDAAP 1995077 HAX, 875 Longfellow Avenue, Bronx.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 280 and

          5  companion resolution 698. UDAAP 19995078 HAX, 428

          6  East 157th Street, Bronx.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 326 and

          9  companion resolution 699. UDAAP 19995153 HAM, 25

         10  East 131st Street, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 336, and

         13  companion resolution 700. UDAAP 19995195 HAM, 16-18

         14  West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 337 and

         17  companion resolution 701. UDAAP 19995196 HAM, 23-27

         18  West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 338 and

         21  companion resolution 702. UDAAP 19995197 HAM, 29-35

         22  West 110th Street, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This together with

         24  the rest of the UDAAPs on this page, LU 339, 340,

         25  347, 349, all coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 350, and

          3  companion resolution 707. UDAAP 1999235 HAM, 756

          4  10th Avenue, et al., Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Land Use.

          8                 LU 287 and companion resolution 708,

          9  zoning resolution 990001 ZRK, zoning, Brookyn.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 292, and

         12  resolution 709, and amended application 19995100

         13  HAM, UDAAP 39 and 44 West 126th Street, et al.,

         14  Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 300 and

         17  companion resolution 710. ULURP 980584 ZMK, zoning,

         18  Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: LU 322 and companion

         21  resolution 711, UDAAP 19995149 HAK, Machull

         22  Redevelopment, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 326, UDAAP

         25  19995153 HAM, 25 East 131st Street, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          3  the next LU 349, are both approved and referred to

          4  Finance, pursuant to rule 6.50.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 357 and

          6  companion resolution 712. UDAAP 19995242 HAX, 840

          7  East 222nd Street, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 364. UDAAP

         10  19995306 HAQ, various areas in Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         12  referred to Finance, pursuant to rule 6.50.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 365 and

         14  companion resolution 713, landmark preservation, 390

         15  Fifth Avenue, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         18  Reports of the Committee on Transportation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 520, a

         20  local law, approving Delta Car Service for a base

         21  station license.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 525. A local

         24  law approving Carlton and Carlton, Inc., for a base

         25  station license.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 600.

          4  Calling upon the Taxi and Limousine Commissioner to

          5  approve Delta Car Service for a new base station

          6  license.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          9  Committee on Women's Issues.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 534.

         11  Preconsidered. A local law, sunset provision, family

         12  day care.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         15  General order calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 472-A. A

         17  local law in relation to taxicab drivers' conduct.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         20  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 Roll call, please, on all of the

         23  coupled general orders.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Roll

         25  call, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DiBrienza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eldridge.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fiala.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Henry.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lasher.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Leffler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Marshall.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McCaffrey.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robles.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stabile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Watkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eldridge.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lasher.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Mr. Vallone.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

          4  coupled general orders have been adopted, 45 in the

          5  affirmative, none in the negative.

          6                 Introduction and reading of bills.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I would

          8  ask that the bills be referred to the Committees as

          9  indicated on the agenda, with the exception of those

         10  on for immediate consideration, starting with

         11  Resolution 682. By myself, Council Members Berman,

         12  Fisher, Dear, Eisland, Michels, Nelson, Leffler,

         13  Povman, Lasher and Koslowitz. Opposing any

         14  unilateral declaration of a Palestinian sate and

         15  urging the President to firmly and clearly oppose

         16  the unilateral declaration of Palestinian statehood.

         17                 I waive the reading and ask for

         18  immediate consideration.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         20  Speaker waives the reading of the immediate

         21  consideration.

         22                 Any objections?

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All in

         25  favor?
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          2                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Any

          4  opposed?

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          7  Resolution adopted.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 683

          9  . By myself and Council Members Eisland, Leffler and

         10  Fisher. Resolution commemorating Yom Hashoah,

         11  Holocaust Remembrance Day on April 13, 1999.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         13  Speaker waives the reading of the resolution and

         14  asks for immediate consideration.

         15                 All in favor?

         16                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         18  opposed?

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         21  Resolution adopted.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 684 by

         23  myself and Council Members Eisland, Leffler and

         24  Fisher. Resolution commemorating Israeli

         25  Independence Day on April 21, 1999.
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          2                 I waive the reading and ask for

          3  immediate consideration.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

          5  Speaker waives the reading of the resolution for

          6  immediate consideration.

          7                 All in favor?

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         10  opposed?

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         13  Resolution adopted.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 687. By

         15  Council Members Carrion, Henry, Clarke, Linares,

         16  Marshall, Robinson, Rodriguez, Rivera, Pinkett,

         17  Lopez, Spigner, Robles, Perkins, Reed, Cruz,

         18  Boyland, Espada, Malave-Dilan, Watkins, White,

         19  Wooten, Warden and Foster.

         20                 Resolution designating April as

         21  Census Awareness Month.

         22                 Council Member Carrion.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

         24  Mr. Speaker. I ask that the reading be waived for

         25  immediate consideration. And would this be an
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          2  appropriate time to make a statement about this?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          4  Afterwards.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

          6  Sir.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          8  Council Member Carrion waives the reading of the

          9  immediate consideration.

         10                 All of favor?

         11                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         13  opposed?

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         16  resolution is adopted.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 688. By

         18  Council Members Clarke, Fisher and Robles.

         19  Designating April 1999 as "Hope for Kids Volunteer

         20  Recognition Month".

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         22  Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I waive the

         24  reading.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:
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          2  Council Member Clarke waives the reading of the

          3  immediate consideration resolution. All in favor?

          4                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

          6  opposed?

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          9  Resolution adopted.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 690. By

         11  Council Member Eisland, by request of the Mayor.

         12  Resolution calling upon the City of New York to

         13  apply to the Department of Education for a portion

         14  of Fort Totten.

         15                 Council Member Eisland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I waive the

         17  reading, and while I ask for immediate

         18  consideration, I just want to mention that the whole

         19  consideration and cooperation of how to best

         20  preserve Fort Totten is a wonderful example of how

         21  government can work together.

         22                 I ask for immediate consideration.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         24  Council Member Eisland waives the reading and asks

         25  for immediate consideration on the resolution.
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          2                 All in favor?

          3                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

          5  opposed?

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          8  Resolution adopted.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 691. By

         10  Council Member Eisland, by request of the Mayor.

         11  Calling upon the City of New York to apply to the

         12  Department of Interior and General Service

         13  Administration for a portion of Fort Totten.

         14                 Council Member Eisland, by request of

         15  the Mayor, calling upon the City of New York to

         16  apply to the Department of Interior and General

         17  Service Administration for a portion of Fort Totten.

         18                 Council Member Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Diddo to what

         20  I said before. I waive the reading.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Diddo

         22  the waiver by Council Member Eisland on the

         23  resolution.

         24                 All in favor?

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

          3  opposed?

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          6  Resolution adopted.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 692. By

          8  Council Member Eisland, by request of the Mayor.

          9  Calling upon the City of New York to apply to the

         10  National Park Service, Department of Interior for a

         11  portion of Fort Totten.

         12                 Council Member Eisland, diddo again?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: You bet.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Diddo

         15  the waiver and ask for immediate consideration on

         16  this resolution.

         17                 All in favor?

         18                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         20  opposed?

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Resolution adopted.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 693. By

         25  Council Member Eisland, by request of the Mayor.
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          2  Calling upon the City of New York to apply to the

          3  Department of Health and Human Services for a

          4  portion of Fort Totten.

          5                 Council Member Eisland, diddo again.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Same.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Diddo

          8  the resolution waiver, by Council Member Eisland.

          9                 All in favor?

         10                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         12  opposed?

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         15  resolution is adopted.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 694. By

         17  Council Member Fisher. In support of the United

         18  States Immigration and Naturalization Service

         19  granting Green cards to the 600 Jewish refugees from

         20  Syria who are awaiting permanent resident status so

         21  that these individuals can take the first step to

         22  becoming citizens of the United States.

         23                 Council Member Fisher.

         24                 In the absence of Council Member

         25  Fisher, I will move the resolution.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: At the

          3  request of the Speaker, Resolution for immediate

          4  consideration by Council Member Fisher.

          5                 All in favor?

          6                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

          8  opposed?

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         11  Resolution adopted.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I think that's it.

         13  That finishes, I believe, the immediate

         14  considerations. And now Council Members can talk on

         15  any matter that they wish to.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         17  Council Member Carrion, this is the time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

         19  sir.

         20                 As Chair of the Subcommittee on

         21  Census 2000 of the City Council's Black and Hispanic

         22  Caucus, I would like to address my colleagues and

         23  offer the following statement and ask for your

         24  support.

         25                 Please join me in supporting
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          2  Resolution 687, which designates April as Census

          3  Awareness Month. Next year, in April 2000, the U.S.

          4  Census Bureau will conduct a census of the whole

          5  population of our great nation. We must act now to

          6  ensure an accurate and comprehensive census when it

          7  is undertaken next year. We must make sure that

          8  every New Yorker and every household is counted.

          9                 The National Committee for an

         10  effective congress determined that New York City

         11  suffered the largest undercount of its residents in

         12  the 1990 nationwide census.

         13                 The total undercount for New York

         14  City is estimated to have been approximately

         15  245,000. The three worst nationwide undercounts

         16  occurred in congressional districts in Manhattan,

         17  Brooklyn and the Bronx. Hundreds of millions of

         18  dollars in federal and state aid may have been lost

         19  due to the undercount. State and federal aid for

         20  schools, road construction, health care and other

         21  types of assistance was lost.

         22                 Also, redistricting decisions may

         23  have been adversely affected, thereby denying

         24  appropriate representation to some communities.

         25                 The new data confirmed the long-held
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          2  belief that undercounting in general is more likely

          3  to occur in communities, populated mainly by

          4  minorities and recent immigrants.

          5                 There is a need to create greater

          6  public awareness of Census 2000 to ensure that all

          7  US residents, especially minorities and immigrants,

          8  are properly counted.

          9                 We also need to ensure that all

         10  residents are properly and duly represented in

         11  congress, as well as in State, County and local

         12  legislative bodies. I urge all of my colleagues to

         13  join the members of the Council's Black and Latino

         14  Caucus in sponsoring Census Awareness activities in

         15  your districts during the next 12 months.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Thank

         18  you, Council Member Carrion.

         19                 Council Member Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         21  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         22                 To my colleagues, I stand here today

         23  to speak for your support in a resolution that is

         24  before you today. My colleagues, as you know, the

         25  Mayor has already begun to sell the vacant lots
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          2  within our communities.

          3                 These vacant lots have beautified our

          4  communities and serve as outlets for many of our

          5  elderly and our young people.

          6                 Clearly these community gardens serve

          7  as an important purpose as they beautify our

          8  community, and as such, affect the safeguards of our

          9  community and it is imperative that I ask for your

         10  support to support this legislation.

         11                 Also, I just would like to voice what

         12  is going on in our City in terms of the police, what

         13  is happening with our communities.

         14                 As I was arrested last week,

         15  something touched me, as I was not just arrested

         16  with minority people, but I was arrested with

         17  Asians, with Hispanics, with whites, with blacks,

         18  with the diversity that New York City has.

         19                 I was put in jail last week to make a

         20  stand on what is happening in terms of how New

         21  Yorkers are responding to the Diallo situation and

         22  how we will be responding to what is going on in

         23  Brooklyn with the jury selection that we are now

         24  going through for another situation that happened in

         25  Brooklyn and Flatbush.
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          2                 So, I want us to remain vigilant in

          3  what is going on in New York City and learn that as

          4  a community, as a City, as New York State, we must

          5  begin to stand together to put forth an effort to

          6  abolish the injustices that are going on within our

          7  community and to make our Mayor aware that the

          8  minority community stands strong and stands tough

          9  and will stand to fight against what is going on.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Council Member McCaffrey.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Acting Speaker and Public Advocate. Let me just

         15  indicate to you that today we celebrate the 90th

         16  birthday of the Queens Borough Bridge. For those of

         17  us in Queens, we ask that you join us in legislation

         18  which will fine anyone who refers to that bridge as

         19  the 59th Street Bridge, Simon and Garfunkle all

         20  distinguished on that. It is an item that we

         21  celebrate really as a joining of the boroughs

         22  symbolically and it is a date that should not go

         23  without passage and notice.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:
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          2  Council Member Robinson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chairman, Pro-Tem. I just rise to say that there

          5  is a misconception in the City of New York with

          6  regards to the demonstrations that have taken place.

          7                 I believe that it is not an issue of

          8  police and disdain for police in the City of New

          9  York, which people want to believe. The issue is

         10  police brutality.

         11                 It doesn't matter whether there is

         12  black or white officers, if there is brutality,

         13  there is brutality.

         14                 And I think that the issue is that we

         15  as the people of the City of New York, people who

         16  are many who have to teach our children how to act

         17  when they have contact with the police.

         18                 Unfortunately, our young people,

         19  particularly African American and Latinos, have

         20  negative contact with the police on a daily basis.

         21                 The Administration is talking about

         22  the morale of the Police Department. What about the

         23  rest of the City of New York? What about the morale

         24  of the people, the people who live here, the people

         25  that work here, the people that go to school here, I
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          2  think they are important too. The people that pay

          3  taxes here. They are important too.

          4                 We need to think about them.

          5                 The issue is a Street Crime Unit that

          6  is a rogue unit, that has no accountability to any

          7  precinct or command other than its own, and when

          8  people come out into the community and they are

          9  confronted by police, yes, I would be nervous as

         10  well.

         11                 So, while we think about the morale

         12  of the police of the City of New York, and I

         13  certainly support police, because I don't think

         14  there is anyone that has honored more police than I

         15  have in the City of New York. And I am sure that

         16  many of the police officers would tell you so,

         17  because I believe that they do a good job.

         18                 So there is a misconception about us

         19  and police, and I wish to put that to rest so that

         20  we can, too, think about the City of New York as

         21  well.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         24  Council Member Abel.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Thank you.
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          2                 My colleagues, I want to call your

          3  attention to a bill I am introducing today,

          4  Resolution 685. This comes in the wake of the recent

          5  subway pushings off the platforms and also in the

          6  surplus that the MTA has. I have spoken with the

          7  MTA, they are not exactly hot on the idea, which is

          8  why I would like this resolution to have a hearing.

          9                 It simply states that they look into

         10  safety on the platforms, whether it be railings or

         11  fencing, and it seems so simple to me, if anybody

         12  has ever visited Disney World, it works, it works

         13  like a charm, I can't see the expense involved and

         14  even if it is not applicable to every platform in

         15  the City of New York, even those that it can work,

         16  we would save that many more lives in the future.

         17                 So, I ask of you to look over the

         18  bill, please sign onto it and I ask the Speaker to

         19  please have a hearing on this.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Seeing

         22  no other business before us, Mr. Speaker?

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Just before we

         24  adjourn, I want to remind my colleagues we are

         25  adjourning in memory of Doug Edelson. And also, I
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          2  would ask my colleagues to remember in their prayers

          3  over the holidays our faithful clerk. Every meeting

          4  since I have been here Steve Stark is going in for

          5  an operation on his heart, and we pray for his

          6  coming back soon and for a quick recovery.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 3:07 p.m.)
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