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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We now will have our

          3  ceremonial.

          4                 Council Member Perkins has a

          5  wonderful salutation and greeting and presentation

          6  to make, and at this point we will introduce Council

          7  Member Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. Speaker and my colleagues.

         10                 Let me begin by offering everyone

         11  seasons greetings and a happy New Year.

         12                 Today is a very special moment for me

         13  because, Mr. Speaker, as you know this institution

         14  has been proud of the role that it has played under

         15  your leadership in support of young people,

         16  especially young people in terms of their

         17  educational well-being, in terms of their

         18  opportunity for higher education. We have adopted

         19  the City University system and made sure that

         20  scholarships and incentives were provided to them,

         21  in terms of their education as opposed to

         22  punishment.

         23                 I happen to be a very fortunate young

         24  man who was a recipient of this similar kind of love

         25  and this similar kind of nourishment through an

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  organization that has been outstanding for many,

          3  many years, and that is the Boys Club of New York.

          4                 I have to be a little parochial

          5  because I came out of the Jefferson Park Boys Club

          6  which is in East Harlem on 111th Street. Don't

          7  hesitate to applaud. I don't want to say it was the

          8  best of the group, but I must say that it did a good

          9  job with me, and that wasn't easy.

         10                 So to the extent that I have had

         11  anything good to contribute to public service, to

         12  the extent that my efforts have resulted in any

         13  positiveness on behalf of my community, on behalf of

         14  this City, I must say that that effort of nourishing

         15  me as a young man began many, many years ago through

         16  the Boys Club, particularly the Jefferson Park Boys

         17  Club, but even more so in terms of their education

         18  program that provided me and so many like me with an

         19  opportunity to get a first rate education in this

         20  country, even though our means did not necessarily

         21  afford us to have that.

         22                 So, the opportunity to give back to

         23  such an organization, an opportunity to acknowledge

         24  and recognize such an organization is a great

         25  privilege, especially in an institution like this,
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          2  under your leadership, which has been so closely

          3  aligned with the needs of young people and trying to

          4  support young people.

          5                 So, today I am here to acknowledge

          6  the Boys Club of New York, acknowledge their

          7  wonderful sterling record of service in young

          8  people, and in that regard I would like to just

          9  point out some of the individuals who are here on

         10  behalf of the Boys Club.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Step forward when he

         12  calls you up.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Mr. Martin

         14  Bunch, the Executive Director.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Who, incidentally,

         16  grew up with me in Astoria, Queens.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Mr. James

         18  Maracunis, Boys Club of New York, Board member.

         19                 Jeffery Diaz, Boys Club of New York,

         20  Board member.

         21                 Brad Zervos, Boys Club of New York,

         22  Director of our Education Program.

         23                 Derrick Lewis and his brother Desmond

         24  Lewis and Danny Perez, members of the Boys Club who

         25  are also scholarship recipients.
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          2                 So, at this point I am happy to make

          3  a presentation.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Can we have our

          5  proclamation read by our City Clerk into the record?

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

          7  of New York.

          8                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Boys Club

         10  of New York for its many years of service to the

         11  youth of New York City and to the community at

         12  large; and

         13                 Whereas; the Boys Club of New York is

         14  the oldest and largest Boys Club in the United

         15  States, having been founded in 1876; and

         16                 Whereas; the Boys Club of New York

         17  has always been a safe haven for children, a place

         18  where they can celebrate their youth through

         19  teamwork and physical and mental betterment; and

         20                 Whereas; the Boys Club of New York

         21  formula for success has enriched the lives of many

         22  generations of children, many of whom credit the

         23  Boys Club for helping them stay on the right path to

         24  success; and

         25                 Whereas; this past summer the Boys
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          2  Club of New York completed a historic journey to

          3  China, where through student diplomacy,

          4  international competition and cultural exchange,

          5  members educated both themselves and students in

          6  China;

          7                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

          8  the Council of the City of New York honors the Boys

          9  Club of New York for its many years of its

         10  outstanding contributions to the City of New York

         11  and to the community at large.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: So, on behalf of the

         13  entire City Council, and it is particularly

         14  appropriate that Marty Bunch, you grew up with me in

         15  Queens, is accepting. But not only did you excel in

         16  New York City, Manhattan, but it was because of you

         17  that my father was able to establish the Variety

         18  Boys and Girls Club of Queens back in 1950, because

         19  you agreed to match the funds that Queens County

         20  residents raised and we have now one of the largest

         21  boys and girls clubs in the country right in Queens

         22  County.

         23                 So, the effects of the good that you

         24  do have been throughout the entire Metropolitan

         25  area, and we think that it is wonderful. And, Marty,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            9

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  on behalf of all of the boys and girls of America,

          3  would you like to say something?

          4                 MR. BUNCH: Just that it is a pleasure

          5  to be here today. Peter and I were friends when we

          6  were --

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are still

          8  friends.

          9                 MR. BUNCH: No, no, I said were

         10  friends since maybe we were 12 years old. Our

         11  experiences through the Boys Club through athletics

         12  has brought me into a position where I am very happy

         13  to be able to work with these people in Manhattan.

         14  We have three clubs in Manhattan, we have one in

         15  Flushing, Queens, two on the lower east side, one up

         16  in East Harlem and one in Flushing.

         17                 We are not in Brooklyn. The Boys Club

         18  of New York is not in Brooklyn, but we are looking.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are working on

         20  it.

         21                 MR. BUNCH: We are working on it.

         22                 We invite you to come in and visit us

         23  at any time. We open at 2:30 in the afternoon until

         24  10:30 at night, Monday through Friday, Saturdays

         25  from 11:30 to 6:00. So, if you are around, you want
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          2  to drop in and say hello, we are there.

          3                 Thank you, Peter.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. And God

          5  bless all of you.

          6                 Brad, would you like to say

          7  something?

          8                 MR. ZERVOS: I am Brad Zervos, the

          9  Education Director of the Boys Club of New York. I,

         10  along with my good friend, Jim Acrionis here,

         11  departed back in June with 16 young men for two

         12  weeks of spirited competition in China, and it was

         13  at a time when you know our government had just

         14  accidently bombed Chinese Embassy, so there were

         15  many other groups that had cancelled their travel to

         16  China. We went ahead with it, with the support of

         17  our Board, and I think we broke a great deal of

         18  ground and did a great deal to improve our

         19  relationship with the two countries. And I, on

         20  behalf of all of the boys we represent really want

         21  to thank the Council.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We want to thank

         23  you. I am also a former member. I received my life

         24  saving certificate back just a few years ago, and it

         25  was one of my first jobs, meaningful jobs, and God
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          2  knows how many young people you have helped and will

          3  continue to help as we go in the future.

          4                 On behalf of the entire City of New

          5  York, thank you. You are now part of our official

          6  city record.

          7                 Thank you very much, and have a good

          8  holiday. Thank you.

          9                 Okay, may we proceed, Mr. Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Will the

         12  clerk please call the roll.

         13                 Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         17  Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

         20  counted and present, I would ask everyone at this

         21  time to please rise for the invocation again by

         22  Father James Hayes of St. Andrews Roman Catholic

         23  Church.

         24                 Father Hayes.

         25                 FR. HAYES: God, our Creator, we
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          2  gather as men and women of the millennium. We come

          3  to you this day on the eve of religious

          4  celebrations, holidays and sacred times, sacred

          5  seasons, in the beginning of a new era, a new time

          6  in this City's history. We come here today in this

          7  Chamber to deliberate issues, vote on certain bills,

          8  and in a very real manner make a difference in the

          9  lives of the people of this great City.

         10                 We gather today at the end of one era

         11  and the beginning of another. We gather in humility

         12  and hope.

         13                 In the spirit of this sacred season

         14  and expectation of this millennium, let us bow our

         15  heads and open our hearts.

         16                 May we as a people, may we as members

         17  of the City Council, be guided by the Divine and

         18  lead us to rediscover the sacred flame of our

         19  national heritage. Let the wounds of separation and

         20  division be healed by our opening of our hearts to

         21  listen to truth on all sides, allowing us to find a

         22  higher truth that includes us all.

         23                 May we learn to honor and enjoy our

         24  diversity and difference as a people, even as we

         25  more deeply touch our fundamental sense of unity.
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          2  May we as a people undergo an inner transformation

          3  that will draw forth individuals to lead our city,

          4  leaders who embody courage, compassion and a higher

          5  vision.

          6                 May our leaders inspire us as we so

          7  inspire each other with our potential that a new

          8  spirit of forgiveness, caring and honesty be born in

          9  our City and our nation.

         10                 May we as members of the City Council

         11  move with clear directed purpose to take our place

         12  within our communities and help build a better

         13  future for all in this magnificent city.

         14                 May we as a City Council rededicate

         15  ourselves to truly living as one under God,

         16  indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

         17                 We come as men and women of the

         18  millennium, gathered here we are a community,

         19  discerning legislation, empowering groups and

         20  neighborhoods, compassionate in all our

         21  deliberations.

         22                 We come as men and women of the

         23  millennium, we gather and foster change, encouraging

         24  inner and outer healing while willing to be in the

         25  caldron of transformation.
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          2                 We recognize our wholeness and

          3  holiness, willing to grow in power and peace.

          4                 We come as men and women of the

          5  millennium. We are witnesses to the pain and

          6  injustice within the City, yet we are willing to be

          7  also compassionate in this struggle. We believe also

          8  in equality and diversity while also respecting

          9  differences. We believe that giving is the act of

         10  receiving, in healing ourselves we heal the City.

         11                 We come and gather as men and women

         12  of the millennium, signifying our role as servants

         13  and stewards of this City by saying amen.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please be

         15  seated.

         16                 Father Hayes, thank you. I can only

         17  say this once, for your millennial invocation, to

         18  make it official may I call on Council Member Freed

         19  to spread the invocation.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         21                 We welcome you, Father Hayes. And I

         22  move to spread the invocation in full upon the

         23  record.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We will also have to
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          2  double the stipend for that lengthy and well said

          3  millennium prayer.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Motion to

          5  adopt the minutes, Council Member Berman.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I respectfully

          7  move that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

          8  Tuesday, November 23rd, 1999, be adopted 1999, be

          9  adopted and printed.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         11                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         14  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         15                 Is your microphone on, Steve?

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M751.

         17  Communication from OMB. Transfer of funds within the

         18  Office of the Bronx Borough President.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         21  communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M752. By the
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          2  Speaker, Council Member Vallone. Pursuant to rules

          3  of the Council, and the Charter. Sidewalk cafe,

          4  30-95 33rd Street, Queens, subject to Council

          5  review.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-753. By

          9  Council Member Espada. Pursuant to rules of the

         10  Council and the Charter.

         11                 ULURP 990289 PPX, shall be subject to

         12  Council review.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M754. By Council

         15  Member Pinkett. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

         16  the Charter. ULURP 990602 PPK.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M755. By Council

         19  Member Oddo. Pursuant to rules of the Council, and

         20  the Charter. ULURP 990606 PPR.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M756. By Council

         23  Member Reed. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

         24  the Charter. ULURP 990287 PPM, shall be subject to

         25  Council review.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M757. By Council

          4  Member Robles. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

          5  the Charter, ULURP 990345 PQK, shall be subject to

          6  Council review.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 At this time I would ask for a roll

          9  call on the Land Use items only with the exception

         10  of Helen Marshall, who has an emergency who would

         11  like to be called first to vote on the rest of the

         12  agenda also.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Councilwoman.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Speaker.

         17                 May I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: And

         20  particularly in support of -- on the Communication

         21  Workers of America, I just want to stress that I am

         22  happy and proud to go on that bill, and I think it

         23  is very important that our Council today pass that.

         24                 I vote aye on all general coupled

         25  orders and on Land Use items.
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          2                 And I thank you for allowing me to do

          3  this, because I have a party today for about 400

          4  children, I have got to get back out today in Queens

          5  and do it.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: The applause

          8  so noted, and well earned.

          9                 Would the clerk please call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr. Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I would like

         23  to vote in the affirmative on Land Use Call-Ups, and

         24  I would like to be able to vote on all general

         25  coupled orders at this time as well, because I have
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          2  a pressing emergency. And I would like to be in

          3  support as well of resolution 1039.

          4                 I vote yes on all general coupled

          5  orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Not hearing

          7  any objection, so ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: I would like

         21  to explain my vote.

         22                 I would like to vote aye on the Land

         23  Use items, and request permission to vote on General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: I vote aye on

          3  all coupled general orders.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

          7  all Land Use items, and I would also like to be

          8  granted permission to vote on all general orders.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Wooten.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Mr. Public

         13  Advocate, I didn't get an answer.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Oh, I said

         15  without objection.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Oh, okay. I

         17  vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I am sorry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Okay.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: It is a

         21  formality, but an important one.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

          6  Vallone.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 At this time Council Member Rivera

          9  has just been notified of an important engagement. I

         10  would ask you to recall him so he can vote on the

         11  rest of the agenda.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Without

         13  objection.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker.

         17                 I will vote yes on all of the items.

         18  Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By 39 in the

         20  affirmative, nothing in the negative, adopted.

         21  Referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, before anybody

         24  else leaves, there is a special treat at the end of

         25  this meeting. For those of you who attended my
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          2  birthday party the other night, you understand how

          3  fabulous it is to be born with a gifted voice, like

          4  Tony Bennett. We also have one of our Council

          5  members, for those of you who attended our Christmas

          6  party who has an incredibly gifted voice, and he has

          7  agreed at the end of this meeting to launch us into

          8  the new millennium with at least one song, if not a

          9  medley of songs, so we will call upon him and I

         10  strongly urge everybody to remain. Trust me, it is

         11  worthwhile. He is a marvelous talent, as well as an

         12  excellent Council Member.

         13                 That being said, I would ask you to

         14  bear with me for four minutes while we detail some

         15  of the work that this Council did in the last year,

         16  since this is the last meeting of this century.

         17                 1999 was an innovative year for the

         18  Council, not only did we come up with creative

         19  programs to improve our education system, and

         20  support our seniors, but we had to figure out a way

         21  to fill the $360 million hole left in our budget

         22  when Albany repealed the commuter tax.

         23                 In time people will forget about the

         24  mosquitoes and the threatened Transit strike, but

         25  people will not forget the leadership demonstrated
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          2  by this Council.

          3                 People will remember how the Council

          4  worked to bring people together and united them

          5  behind the principles that guide each of us.

          6                 In my State of the City Address a

          7  year ago I unveiled an agenda to protect our

          8  seniors. In the budget we passed we made good on

          9  that promise.

         10                 We allocated $5 million for home

         11  care, $4 million for naturally recurring retirement

         12  communities initiatives, $3 million for nine new

         13  senior centers, in underserved areas, $1.3 million

         14  in support for existing senior programs, $1 million

         15  in home-delivered meals, $500,000 for adult day

         16  care, $400,000 for walk the walk to help prevent

         17  elder abuse, and many others.

         18                 In that State of the City Address I

         19  laid the foundation for a program that will raise

         20  our standards and relieve overcrowding in our public

         21  schools. We created and implemented the New York

         22  City Teach Program to provide graduate school

         23  tuition assistance for teachers who pledge to serve

         24  three years in our public schools.

         25                 We funded a pilot program to provide
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          2  more teachers in the classroom, in the early

          3  education classes. We added $80 million to fund

          4  science and computer labs in schools, and provided

          5  millions more for teacher work stations with access

          6  to the Internet, fax machines and telephones.

          7                 We continued our CUNY Merit

          8  Scholarship Program, for thousands of students who

          9  already enrolled who maintain a B average or better.

         10                 Perhaps I am most proud of the stand

         11  this Council took on vouchers. We told the Mayor we

         12  would not pass the budget that took money away from

         13  our public school system. We made a principle stand

         14  and we won.

         15                 In the wake of the Diallo shooting,

         16  the Council issued our widely praised report,

         17  blueprint for reform, which called for the creation

         18  of a diverse recruitment unit in the NYPD, added

         19  personnel at the CCRB, and increased preparation

         20  programs in test sites for the police examination.

         21  We called for the programs and we funded them in the

         22  budget.

         23                 We also restored the Mayor's $41

         24  million cut in library service, and added $9 million

         25  for summer reading programs.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 We restored $24 million in cuts to

          3  our cultural institutions and programs and $19

          4  million in cuts to our youth programs. We restored

          5  cuts and enhanced funding for HIV prevention,

          6  asthma, cancer research and managed care assistance

          7  programs.

          8                 The $35.3 billion budget we passed

          9  this year was on time, as it always has been, it was

         10  a balance since we took over. It was balanced and it

         11  included $348 million in tax cuts to spur economic

         12  development. This included a reduction in the

         13  unincorporated business tax, the commercial rent

         14  tax, as well as tax relief for co-ops and condo

         15  owners.

         16                 We also passed an earned income tax

         17  credit for $600,000 low and moderate income

         18  households, but this is still sitting in Albany

         19  waiting for approval by the State Legislature.

         20                 Isn't it an outrage that we have over

         21  100,000 people in the City who are still paying an

         22  income tax to the City of New York but do not have

         23  to pay a state or federal income tax. We would have

         24  been able to provide a lot more tax relief, if

         25  Albany did not take without asking our permission
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          2  $360 million from us when they repealed the commuter

          3  tax.

          4                 As Mayor Koch said, this was the

          5  greatest betrayal of this town since Benedict

          6  Arnold.

          7                 1999 marked a year of dramatic

          8  investigations, highlighting the need to enforce

          9  laws to protect our children.

         10                 We launched a three-pronged

         11  investigation into the sale of cigarettes, beer,

         12  scratch-off lottery tickets and pornography to our

         13  City's kids. The results were sobering. Increased

         14  enforcement will follow.

         15                 Council investigations also

         16  highlighted widespread problems with MetroCard,

         17  leading to improved customer service and a program

         18  to replace defective turnstyles.

         19                 Our report on the Department of

         20  Buildings Elevator Division revealed systematic

         21  corruption, cursory inspections, lax enforcement and

         22  insufficient response to complaints.

         23                 Many New Yorkers take elevator safety

         24  for granted, but the City cannot.

         25                 We also passed legislation requiring
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          2  fire sprinkler systems and other fire protection

          3  measures in high-rise residential buildings. But for

          4  all of the accomplishments that took place inside

          5  these chambers, the victories that took place

          6  outside these hallowed halls should unbolden us even

          7  further.

          8                 The Council stood up for the people

          9  of Vieques, and helped rally public opinion to stop

         10  the bombing on the Island.

         11                 The Council won our case against the

         12  Mayor for the privatization of HHC hospitals. The

         13  State Supreme Court upheld the Council law, creating

         14  the independent police investigation and audit

         15  board. The Mayor lost in the courts on the Brooklyn

         16  Museum, and lost in the voting booth on the Charter.

         17                 1999 was a good year for the Council,

         18  and it was a great year for the people of the City

         19  of New York.

         20                 I am very proud of our

         21  accomplishments this year, and look forward to

         22  making the touch decisions and tapping the

         23  challenges that lie ahead in the new millennium. We

         24  must face these challenges with conviction, with

         25  passion, with wisdom and with courage. In many ways
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          2  we have come very far, but for you, for me, for our

          3  City, the journey is just beginning.

          4                 Thank you very, very much, Mr. Public

          5  Advocate and my colleague, for a very, very good

          6  1999.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker.

          9                 At this time, would any colleague

         10  like to be recognized?

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: First of all, yes,

         12  on the Speaker's time I forgot that the Council Whip

         13  has an important message to convey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, my

         15  Speaker and my colleagues.

         16                 Mr. Speaker, January of 1985, when I

         17  first came here, you were not the Speaker, nor were

         18  you the Majority Leader. One thing that clearly I

         19  have learned under your leadership before you became

         20  the Speaker and the Majority Whip was your desire to

         21  make this institution a true legislative body, a

         22  people's body of where when I first came here there

         23  were only 35 members of this body, and the media and

         24  the public attitude towards this body was about we

         25  were nothing more than a rubber stamp to
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          2  Administration.

          3                 When you became the Speaker, the

          4  Majority Whip of this Council, and even today, truly

          5  this body has become and is respected as a

          6  legislative body of 51 members that perhaps started

          7  out not being elected, but because of hard work in

          8  their own community, the people of the City of New

          9  York elected us to represent them here.

         10                 This morning when I got up and read

         11  the papers, the first thing that caught my eye was

         12  that the headline saying Staten Island's Poll

         13  Belittled by Crew. Well, apparently the Chancellor

         14  of the City of New York, Board of Education, forgets

         15  that he is the Chancellor and he is supposed to

         16  lead, and set examples to educate our children,

         17  especially when an individual is supposed to be so

         18  educated and so professional takes an individual who

         19  is elected and forgets whether he is Republican or

         20  Democrat, the fact is that he is elected while the

         21  Chancellor is appointed and is not elected, and

         22  makes the following statements if it is true, I find

         23  outrageous.

         24                 And as a minority member who happens

         25  to be an elected official to this body, I am
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          2  saddened when it comes from a Chancellor who is

          3  supposed to be the example for the future leaders of

          4  this City.

          5                 And if it is true that he said after

          6  a member of this body chose to, and how many times

          7  some of us, before he got elected to this body,

          8  would say of who should step aside or resign, that

          9  is not nothing new. Many of us have said that in

         10  previous years. But then when his answer is, after a

         11  member of this body called for his resignation, his

         12  answer was he is too short to talk to me about that.

         13  And a Board meeting of the Board of Education, and

         14  then went on to say I don't think there is any way,

         15  shape or form that I am going to ever be impressed

         16  with what the Council member had to say today,

         17  tomorrow or any other time, and he went on to say he

         18  can call for my resignation until he is taller.

         19                 I find that outrageous, insulting, as

         20  a member of this body.

         21                 I may disagree with you, I may have

         22  difference of opinion, I may have differences of

         23  philosophy politically, but the one thing that I

         24  believe, and I have come to this body and I have

         25  always tried to live by, is the fact that the people
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          2  of my district, entrusted in me by their electing me

          3  to this body, and not to have someone insult, not me

          4  as an individual, but when you insult a member of

          5  this body, you are insulting the people who elected

          6  that person to be in this body.

          7                 So, I don't need the Republicans to

          8  stand up, because I look at it as an institution

          9  issue. I look at it, 51 members, regardless of what

         10  side of the aisle you happen to be from, the fact is

         11  that Council Member Fiala was elected by the people

         12  of his district, and if he took a position, he was

         13  speaking for the people that elected him. I don't

         14  believe that an educator who is supposed to set the

         15  example should be insulting and making fun of what

         16  size, what color, what language he or she happens to

         17  be either from.

         18                 So, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to thank

         19  you once again, because you once again gave to me

         20  that same spirit and that same hope that truly you

         21  have converted this body into a legislative body,

         22  and that as people who represent the people of New

         23  York City in this body, truly this is a legislative

         24  body, and for that, I will always be grateful, and I

         25  can simply say that come the year 2001, whatever the
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          2  future holds, the Speaker of this body has made it a

          3  legislative body and that he has allowed his members

          4  to speak out when someone insults any member of this

          5  body.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: If no one else

          7  seeks to speak during the Speaker's time.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Four members

         10  during the Speaker's time?

         11                 Council Member Perkins.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: On this subject

         13  would be appropriate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Let me just

         15  say, I want to speak on this but my colleague,

         16  Councilwoman Lopez, was raising her hand before me,

         17  so I would like to let her take her proper place

         18  before me.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         21  Lopez, not that it matters, can speak imminently

         22  during the discussion of general orders, but, you

         23  know, let us continue with Council Member Lopez, and

         24  then in order, Council Members McCaffrey, Lasher,

         25  Eldridge and Perkins.
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          2                 Council Member Lopez, please.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just don't

          4  want to let pass this opportunity to condemn the

          5  statements that the Chancellor made, and it is based

          6  on the following principle:

          7                 No one has the right to call on the

          8  qualities of a human being, be that they are tall,

          9  short, different enabled, in a wheel chair, blind, a

         10  woman, a man, whatever the personal characteristics

         11  of those individuals are, and to take away the right

         12  to speak, and the right that the constitution

         13  guaranty in this country.

         14                 And the Chancellor, when he made his

         15  statement, let me think very carefully where he has

         16  gone on this issue that I mentioned before. When he,

         17  on the basis of somebody's height can determine that

         18  that individual's opinion is important, not

         19  important, or if he is going to listen and not

         20  listen to it.

         21                 The Chancellor needs to review his

         22  views and the Chancellor needs to check very

         23  carefully the next time that he makes a statement

         24  similar to that, because it looked to me like the

         25  beginning of discriminating against people, just for
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          2  the mere fact of how they look like.

          3                 In this case it is a colleague of

          4  mine, and I think that he deserves the respect of

          5  being listened to, just for the fact that he is an

          6  elected official representing the voice of 150,000

          7  people of this.

          8                 Mr. Chancellor, you are wrong and

          9  shame on you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         11  McCaffrey.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr. Public

         13  Advocate, let me just continue.

         14                 One of the things that is

         15  particularly disappointing in this sad episode is

         16  that I have heard nothing from the President of the

         17  Board of Education or any of the members of the

         18  school board denouncing the comment of their

         19  Chancellor. I mean that is rather sad.

         20                 Now what are we to say to the

         21  children in the school system that they let that

         22  type of comment go unchallenged? That is entirely

         23  unacceptable.

         24                 And so the question is here, is it

         25  not just the Chancellor but also the Board that has
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          2  taken this as a joke? A fair joke. Well, the joke

          3  ultimately is on them. They are held in contempt by

          4  New Yorkers for the type of episode that took place

          5  yesterday and their failure to stand up and to say

          6  to their own Chancellor: Chancellor, you are

          7  absolutely out of line, don't ever do that again.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Council Member Lasher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 I have two items that I would like to

         14  present before the body today.

         15                 The first one dealing with one of the

         16  constituents of mine, Dennis Vandoris, who is a

         17  great humanitarian and dedicated his life to the

         18  underprivileged. He helped others in the form of

         19  jobs, food, clothing and free rides. He has made

         20  many significant contributions to our community, and

         21  I feel that this would be a fitting tribute to his

         22  memory and I hope that it will be enacted today.

         23                 The other piece of --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is this other

         25  piece on the general calendar today, Council member?
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          2                 It has to be on the calendar today.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

          4                 That is my understanding.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: And it is

          6  being voted on today?

          7                 If not, you are of course free to

          8  discuss this during the general discussion.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Okay. It is

         10  resolution 1125.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I am sorry, it

         12  is not being voted on today. So, let's be sure to

         13  give you the time you need at the conclusion of the

         14  Stated Meeting.

         15                 Council Members in order: Eldridge,

         16  Perkins, Freed and Stabile have sought to be

         17  recognized. And then Council Member Nelson, I

         18  apologize. And then we will continue.

         19                 Council Member Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 It has been reported to me and shared

         23  with me that the Chancellor made some remarks that

         24  are the subject of this afternoon's conversation. I

         25  must unequivocally denounce those remarks, and I
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          2  must loudly call on him to make a public and

          3  personal apology to my colleague Fiala, because this

          4  is discrimination of the highest order.

          5                 You know, I have, without hesitation

          6  denounced others, whether it is Kalib Mohammad or

          7  whether it is Beno Schmidt or whether it is even one

          8  of my colleagues for similar remarks, so, I would

          9  not hesitate to continue in that vain and demand

         10  that our Chancellor Crew be reprimanded, if

         11  necessary, and of course that the appropriate body

         12  in the Board of Education speak out against this as

         13  well.

         14                 You know, it is a funny thing that is

         15  going on in which we are finding high level

         16  educators making discriminatory, ignorant, vicious

         17  remarks about groups of people or individuals and at

         18  a very strange time, and it is something that really

         19  has to be recognized and it has to be stopped. So, I

         20  just want to make sure for the record that I

         21  associate myself with those who condemn these

         22  remarks, who call on the Chancellor to publicly and

         23  personally apologize, as well as call on the Board

         24  of Education to also condemn the remarks and take

         25  the appropriate action that such remarks call for.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          4  Council Member Perkins.

          5                 Let me reorganize this. We are on the

          6  Speaker's Time so there are no limits, and if you

          7  can stick to this topic, so while others may raise

          8  their hands to speak about other subjects, if you

          9  want to speak on this topic here is the order, and

         10  if you do not you will be called on first during the

         11  General Discussion.

         12                 So, in order we have Council Member

         13  Freed, Stabile, Nelson and Oddo, and then Quinn,

         14  Provenzano, Miller, Pinkett and Linares. If you

         15  choose not to speak on this topic, resist at this

         16  time and then we will continue after the Speaker's

         17  time is concluded.

         18                 So, Council Member Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: All right,

         20  thank you. I will make my remarks brief.

         21                 Obviously I would call on the

         22  Chancellor to apologize, I mean for these biased and

         23  very discriminatory remarks. I mean, attacking

         24  someone no on the merits, not on the issue, not in

         25  their positions, but on a physical attribute is the
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          2  very basis of ignorance, prejudice and

          3  discrimination and we have always got to stand and

          4  oppose that.

          5                 So, Chancellor Crew must apologize,

          6  not just to our colleague Stephen Fiala, I think he

          7  has to apologize to the children in the schools of

          8  New York for the really reprehensible example that

          9  he has set, and I believe the Board of Education

         10  must stand up and also ask for his apology. It

         11  should be a very public apology, and until he does

         12  that, I think he is probably going to be roundly

         13  condemned. So, hopefully he will do that soon. It is

         14  just inappropriate for anybody in a public place to

         15  make remarks like this.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         18  Council Member Freed.

         19                 Council Member Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Thank you. If

         21  I would have made the remark I guess he would say I

         22  would be too fat or I should lose weight before I

         23  make a remark. Prejudice comes in all forms, and the

         24  man who was supposed to be the head of our education

         25  system in the greatest city on earth, to insult any
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          2  elected official on something like that, insult me

          3  on what I say or something else, or criticize me on

          4  some of the remarks I make, which I am sure we all

          5  can, but don't criticize a person on the way they

          6  look by any way, the color of their skin, if they

          7  wear glasses, if they are fat, if they are skinny,

          8  if they are tall of if they are bald, it shows you

          9  that he really isn't thinking the right way, and I

         10  really believe honestly he made a big mistake, and I

         11  think it is embarrassing to the Board of Education.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         14  Council Member Stabile.

         15                 Council Member Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Oddo and then

         19  Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         21  much. I rise today to thank all of my colleagues for

         22  the comments that they made. You know, a couple of

         23  days ago we sat together receiving a briefing by

         24  Jerry Hauer about the pending or the potential for a

         25  Transit strike, and I think it was Council Member
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          2  Robinson who brought up an issue regarding the Long

          3  Island Railroad, and I leaned over and I say to

          4  Pedro Espada, it is nice that every now and again we

          5  have a common enemy and we stick together. It is

          6  particularly nice that colleagues from both sides of

          7  the aisle are standing up and defending not only

          8  Steve and the district Steve represents, but this

          9  institution.

         10                 Let's recap for a minute what

         11  happened over the last 24 hours. A colleague of ours

         12  stood up and had a press conference on a certain

         13  issue. He said he doesn't believe Rudy Crew should

         14  have his contract extended, and he also spoke about

         15  legislation that he wants to see passed that would

         16  do away with the Board of Education.

         17                 You can agree with him and you can

         18  disagree with him. The Chancellor chose to take an

         19  issue on its merits and respond to it with name

         20  calling. That is a heck of a lesson to teach our

         21  kids.

         22                 Person characteristics, is that want

         23  the stand is going to be? I will tell you, I am in

         24  trouble. I hope the Chancellor didn't look at the

         25  top of my head. Am I too bald? I hope the Chancellor

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            48

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  didn't look at this body, am I too skinny? I hope

          3  the Chancellor is not going to judge it by foot

          4  size, because you know what? This is a size nine.

          5  You can shine it up and you can turn it sideways and

          6  it is still a size nine.

          7                 My colleague Steve Fiala didn't

          8  intend to have this issue today about height. It was

          9  about the Board of Education, it was about their

         10  performance. It was about whether or not five

         11  Borough Boards with be better than the existing

         12  system. It was about whether or not Rudy Crew was up

         13  to the job. And, again, agree or disagree. But for

         14  the Chancellor to talk about height, for the

         15  Chancellor now to backtrack and say he was talking

         16  about short of experience, is laughable. And I just

         17  want to thank all of you. It is a holiday season. I

         18  am proud that every now and again Republicans and

         19  Democrats, conservatives and liberals, stand

         20  together when we identify a common cause that is

         21  absolutely outrageous.

         22                 I want to thank the Majority Whip for

         23  leading the way on this and starting this debate,

         24  and I want to thank all of my colleagues for

         25  defending Steve Fiala, defending this institution.
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          2  Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          4  Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          6                 Although my colleague Steve Fiala may

          7  be dimension challenged somewhat, he stands today

          8  much taller in stature than the Chancellor of the

          9  City of New York.

         10                 For the record, there is no place in

         11  our society, in this City, for comments made such as

         12  these, I wish he would clarify them or at least if

         13  he stands by them to issue an apology to our

         14  colleague. They were insensitive, obnoxious,

         15  ignorant, but most of all, most disconcerting is

         16  they were very disappointing, considering the

         17  position of the man.

         18                 So, I stand with the rest of my

         19  colleagues also in condemning that remark,

         20  unpleasant one.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you

         22  Council Members Oddo and Nelson.

         23                 Council Members Quinn and Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 I, too, just want to add my voice to

          3  those of my colleagues who have made statements in

          4  response to what the Chancellor said to our

          5  colleague Council Member Fiala, and really to

          6  clearly condemn that statement and demand that the

          7  Chancellor and the Board of Education immediately

          8  issue an apology.

          9                 You know, many of us obviously have

         10  fond memories of our times in school, but one of the

         11  worst memories I think for everyone is the teasing

         12  that goes on in school, and the schoolyard bullying

         13  and, you know, you often hear people say children

         14  can be mean, and we tell children not to do that,

         15  not to tease each other, not to be mean to each

         16  other, to treat each other well and to judge and

         17  pick their friends based on their merits.

         18                 And what the Chancellor did was the

         19  exact opposite of what all teachers try to teach

         20  their students. And I think it is a disgrace for the

         21  man who is leading our public schools to set such a

         22  terrible example for teachers and students.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         25                 I probably, being less than five feet
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          2  tall, and the shortest Council member here, I am

          3  standing, I was never concerned about it. Actually,

          4  when my son was a little boy he used to weep because

          5  he would say I wish I had a bigger mommy. And I

          6  would say, that's okay, you have a little mommy with

          7  a big mouth.

          8                 So, I just wanted to express that

          9  today. I was appalled this morning when I read the

         10  newspaper with my cup of coffee, and I read the

         11  statement about my good friend Steve. I can't

         12  believe when we look at the kids and what is going

         13  on in our educational system today, I would hope

         14  that if this happened in school, and now I am

         15  doubtful if it does, that a teacher would say to a

         16  child, you are being insensitive, you are being

         17  unkind. And for our top educator to make a remark

         18  like this is appalling.

         19                 But every cloud has a silver lining

         20  and to see almost everyone here make a statement on

         21  this is really very heartwarming. It is really nice

         22  to know that 51 members can and really do come

         23  together on an issue, and I would hope that our

         24  Chancellor makes a public and private apology to

         25  Councilman Fiala.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          4  Council Members Quinn an Provenzano.

          5                 Council Members Miller and Pinkett.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I just want to

          7  join with my colleagues in saying that I think that

          8  the person who shrunk in stature as a result of this

          9  exchange is Chancellor Crew. His remarks were not

         10  only inappropriate, they were reprehensible. And I

         11  think that whatever spirit they were in intended in,

         12  the only appropriate thing really at this point is

         13  for the Chancellor to recognize that what he said

         14  was hurtful, for one, and for two, an

         15  extraordinarily bad example to set for the children,

         16  and not just the children but anyone in the City of

         17  New York, when confronted with an important issue

         18  the Chancellor chose to turn it into a personal

         19  attack regarding something which is totally

         20  irrelevant to any meaningful discussion of the

         21  educational policy in the City of New York. And

         22  really, there isn't any, any excuse for the

         23  Chancellor to at this point pretend that he was

         24  trying to say something else, everyone can read his

         25  comments, his comments were quite clear. He knows
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          2  what he meant and he should apologize for it,

          3  recognize his problem. That would be what we would

          4  ask almost any other person or certainly any child

          5  in the educational system to do, and he should be no

          6  different.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          9  Pinkett.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you.

         11                 I think I would agree with everyone

         12  that the Chancellor's remarks were regrettable and

         13  that there is indeed an acknowledgement and an

         14  apology that is due.

         15                 I would further agree that it sets a

         16  bad example for students and for the public at

         17  large, but I think there is a larger picture that we

         18  forget. That the Chancellor is walking in the

         19  footsteps of what we have every day in this City and

         20  that it is all right to insult people, to make

         21  stereotype or stereotypical remarks and that a

         22  Chancellor cannot fall into the pattern that has

         23  become a consistent pattern in this City. And even

         24  on the floor, I am talking about the fact that we

         25  quite often forget that even though we are elected
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          2  officials, that there are people who are not elected

          3  officials, and they, too, quite often face the fact

          4  that they are assaulted verbally and nothing is said

          5  and no apology is given, and there should be an

          6  apology forthcoming. It is wrong. But there is a

          7  horrible climate that exists and this is one step

          8  that we must take to stop the spread of that

          9  disease. And I think you should put a stop to it,

         10  and I agree with those who say, that the Chancellor

         11  must recall the question.

         12                 I am not going to go so far as to say

         13  I don't know if every member of the Board read that

         14  article, I, for one, did not read my paper this

         15  morning, and I get newspapers, but I left home very

         16  early this morning. So I became aware of the

         17  incident a few moments ago. I was not aware of that

         18  incident until a short while ago, but when I hear of

         19  the incident, I am appalled. I think it is wrong. I

         20  think it is wrong that it is done. But I think it is

         21  wrong also that we try to look at everybody and

         22  brain everyone when we do not look at our own

         23  actions as well, and the actions around in this

         24  city.

         25                 So, I would suggest that a letter
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          2  should go to this Chancellor, requesting that he

          3  meet with the Speaker and with this Council, to

          4  discuss this action and request an apology.

          5                 I think that should happen forthwith,

          6  and I think that that is the most efficient and

          7  effective way to deal with this.

          8                 If this Council wants to say we will

          9  not tolerate it, then let us make it meaningful, let

         10  us do it in the right way. And I would suggest that

         11  is the appropriate way.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Before Council

         14  Member Spigner takes over, Council Members Linares,

         15  Moskowitz, Foster and Eldridge have sought to be

         16  recognized.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I also would

         18  like to have my voice of outrage heard over the

         19  remarks that were made by the Chancellor.  A few

         20  weeks back I stood to denounce similar outrageous

         21  offenses, words, from yet another leader that heads

         22  the City University system, Herman Badillo, as Chair

         23  of the Board of Trustees was offensive and insulting

         24  to Mexican immigrants. This is not different than

         25  the type of message that I think should never be
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          2  tolerated by any of us in this City and especially

          3  when they are coming from people in such positions

          4  of trust and leadership that are called to really

          5  help mould the leaders that we desperately need.

          6                 And, so, I also add my voice to call

          7  on the

          8  Chancellor to retract, to apologize, to explain

          9  himself, from the position that he stands on now,

         10  and I concur with Mary Pinkett, Council Member, in

         11  calling on the City Council to communicate to the

         12  Chancellor, to the Board of Education, regarding

         13  this matter, because we deserve not just as a body,

         14  but also as New Yorkers, an explanation as to how

         15  this has taken place and an apology in this

         16  particular instance.

         17                 So, this is something that is

         18  unfortunate because God knows how much attention

         19  needs to be given to the Board of Education, and

         20  this is not the way that we need to occupy our time

         21  and our energy. It needs to be helping resolve the

         22  crisis of Education that we have.

         23                 And, so, that makes it even more

         24  outrageous for those of us who believe very strongly

         25  that we need all of our energies and our best to
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          2  really address the challenges that we feel in

          3  education, regardless of how we view the changes

          4  that need to take place with public education.

          5                 So, it is unfortunate that we have to

          6  really address in this manner this statement made by

          7  the Chancellor, but I think that he should respond

          8  in the appropriate way with an apology and I think

          9  New Yorkers expect no less.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Council Member Moskowitz, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         13                 I want to add what my colleague said

         14  was a very, very unfortunate comment and I would

         15  hope that the Chancellor would issue an apology to

         16  our colleague.

         17                 I also think it is sad that at a time

         18  when our system is in such crisis and we are not

         19  educating our children the way they need to be

         20  educated, we see a lack of leadership. A true leader

         21  would not make this kind of comment and I think that

         22  we have to hope that Crew will make the apology and

         23  then move on to deal with the terrible problems that

         24  our system faces.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Council Member Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

          5  would remind my colleagues and especially the

          6  Chancellor that the Good Book records that when a

          7  fool remains silent he is not revealed as a fool.

          8  Foolish remarks hurt all people, and I concur with

          9  my colleagues that such a statement should be

         10  condemned. And I concur with Ms. Pinkett, too, we

         11  have had too much of that in the City lately. In

         12  this season when the three major faiths are talking

         13  about brotherhood and goodwill to all men, we ought

         14  to have a moment of sanity in this City when we can

         15  respect each other, even if we can't love each

         16  other.

         17                 I condemn the remarks, and still say

         18  a fool in his silence is not revealed as a fool.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Council Member Eldridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I hadn't

         23  planned to speak, but I certainly -- certainly the

         24  remarks were unfortunate and I hope that the

         25  Chancellor does indeed admit that and apologize. I
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          2  have in my time said something that I regretted

          3  afterwards and I am sure that he must regret it now.

          4                 I think, though, that we shouldn't

          5  lost our perspective about the gravity of this

          6  issue, and understand also this is a time of

          7  forgiveness and that it should not be like a formal

          8  trial by this body. This is a man who is under

          9  constant pressure and also now pressure as to

         10  whether he is deciding to stay in New York.

         11                 It seems to me also that at the time

         12  we get so indignant and all of us rise to express

         13  our indignation, we could also express our

         14  indignation at the Mayor constantly who has called

         15  some of us names, repeatedly, and I haven't seen

         16  that same indignation expressed by this body, and I

         17  wish that it would be. A Mayor who yesterday had the

         18  police to look at the strike, at the union members,

         19  ready to issue summons if they uttered the word

         20  strike, and we are going to now take over an hour to

         21  talk about a very unfortunate remark. And Council

         22  Member Fiala, I am sorry, and I have never looked at

         23  you and thought you were short, I just think you are

         24  a Republican, that we have to have some balance in

         25  our indignation and look we don't hear the same
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          2  remarks about people who are very poor, and we

          3  certainly don't hear the same remarks about people

          4  who want to express their opinions.

          5                 So, thank you very much.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council

          7  Member Fisher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I will try and

          9  be brief, my colleagues.

         10                 First, to Council Member Fiala, I

         11  have to tell you, one of the people that I always

         12  looked up to when I was growing up in New York was

         13  Mayor A. Beame, and I think he proved both through

         14  his sense of humor about his physical stature and

         15  also his accomplishments, how irrelevant these

         16  physical matters are. I wonder what Chancellor Crew

         17  would do if A. Beame were the Mayor and got into it

         18  in some heated issue or Fiorella LaGuardia for that

         19  matter.

         20                 I particularly wanted to associate

         21  myself with the comments of Council Member

         22  Provenzano and Miller, because I thought they said

         23  what I wanted to say the best. But there is

         24  something else that occurred to as I heard the

         25  conversations about pressure. If this was a personal
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          2  lapse on the Chancellor's part he can rectify it

          3  with an apology to you and an apology to the Speaker

          4  on behalf of the house.

          5                 If this reflects more a lack of

          6  concern about his reputation because he is getting

          7  ready to check out, if he has already given up on

          8  the school children of New York, then I think he has

          9  an obligation to tell us that sooner rather than

         10  later, so that we can get on with the business of

         11  educating our young people.

         12                 So, if it was a personal slip on his

         13  part, I think he ought to apologize. If it reflects

         14  that he is no longer interested in our opinion of

         15  him, that is something that he needs to tell us now.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Watkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: As always, my

         19  colleague, Councilwoman Eldridge, kind of puts

         20  things in a very cogent form, and I identify with

         21  most of what she said.

         22                 I feel obligated to speak to this

         23  because I am a person who believes that one does not

         24  take personal shots, if you disagree with something

         25  someone has said or done. We need to learn how to
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          2  disagree and not be disagreeable and hurtful about

          3  it.

          4                 Words can hurt. I think that the

          5  other reason that I feel compelled to speak is

          6  because I spoke yesterday at I.S. 231 in Springfield

          7  Gardens in my district, before a group of the most

          8  talented, wonderful children, and I want to make

          9  sure that they understand that this language was

         10  wrong and that the Chancellor made a mistake.  And I

         11  believe there are other things that we have to

         12  identify and that is letting our anger take over our

         13  judgment, and I believe that is part of what

         14  happened yesterday, an apology is certainly in

         15  order.

         16                 But on behalf of those of us who were

         17  educators, and those thousands who are still out

         18  there doing what they do so well, and being able to

         19  put before a Council Member like me an auditorium of

         20  wonderful, respected and talented seventh and eighth

         21  graders, I feel compelled to say to them that

         22  sometimes adults, teachers and chancellors make

         23  mistakes also, and like you, we have to take the

         24  consequences for our actions, we have to apologize,

         25  we have to control our anger, and we hope that a
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          2  lesson for all is that words and language hurt. They

          3  can hurt people, and it not only hurts when it

          4  affects us personally, but when we use it in an

          5  unkind way to affect other people.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Council Member

          8  Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you. I

         10  really hadn't planned to speak on this but I had my

         11  own thoughts last night when I watched the

         12  Chancellor make the remarks. And I remember as a kid

         13  I was the smallest kid in the class for quite a few

         14  years and I used to come back with the snotty remark

         15  of "well, all good things come in small packages".

         16  But that didn't make that pain any less. And

         17  listening to the comments of my colleagues today, I

         18  am very proud of the things they are saying. I think

         19  we ought to keep this in perspective and I am not

         20  sure that we need any meetings on this, we don't

         21  need any convoluted explanations by the Chancellor,

         22  we need a simply apology. I hope it is forthcoming

         23  soon so we can refocus again on the most important

         24  things at hand and obviously that is better

         25  education for our kids.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Council Member Wooten.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Acting Chair.

          6                 I, too, am going to make my comments

          7  to my colleague Steve on a one on one base, but I

          8  need to say this. Not so long ago, and I think it

          9  was about two years ago when one of my colleagues

         10  made some comments on an issue on this floor, and I

         11  remember I was very, very angry. And I went

         12  downstairs, there was a lot of media there that was

         13  asking questions, and my remarks were outrageous. I

         14  never had an opportunity to thank the media for not

         15  printing what I said, because I would never ever

         16  want anyone to know that what I said, and I was very

         17  sorry I had said that when I said it, however, it

         18  didn't take back, it was just that the

         19  sophistication of the media decided they were not

         20  going to print it.

         21                 I would rather look at this issue as

         22  an opportunity to thank Steve for the kind of

         23  support that he has given me on the Education

         24  Committee. Steve is there when nobody else is there.

         25  I know Steve cares about the Children of this City
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          2  because he demonstrates it every time that he shows

          3  up on time, and he gives the kind of input to me as

          4  the Chair of that Committee that makes sense.

          5                 I can't apologize, if I could

          6  apologize for the Chancellor to make it go away, I

          7  probably would. However, I know it is not going to

          8  take back. Whatever anyone says about Steve is not

          9  going to take back the commitment that I know that

         10  he has for this town and for the young people that

         11  eventually are going to take over where we are.

         12                 I hope that that apology comes very

         13  soon. But if it doesn't come, Steve, I know it is

         14  not going to take not one minute of your commitment

         15  as a Council member to this body. And I would rather

         16  my children of this City to not listen to how we

         17  think it should be, but rather I think we should set

         18  an example that there are times when people say

         19  things that we may not like and they do it all the

         20  time here in this town, even here in this Chamber,

         21  somebody is ruffling your feathers and you want to

         22  go there; however, we have to be strong enough to be

         23  able to put that aside and move on.

         24                 I think one of the situations that

         25  had happened here in this Council is that we have
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          2  the mildest minded personalities for a Speaker, and

          3  I want Peter to hear this, if we didn't have a

          4  mild-mannered Speaker in this house, everybody would

          5  be out of control, including myself.

          6                 But, Steve, I care about your support

          7  you have given me, and Peter Vallone, I care about

          8  the calmness that you are able to bestowe within us.

          9  We all don't like each other in this room, we

         10  tolerate each other. Al, you and I talk about it all

         11  the time. I think you and I like each other because

         12  we are next door to each other. But we don't like

         13  each other in this room, but we just play with each

         14  other because that mild-mannered man right there set

         15  a tone. And I am told that if you set the proper

         16  tone, and I just believe that there are reasons for

         17  the tone that happened yesterday. People are

         18  overwhelmed, or there are various reasons, but,

         19  Steve, as the Chair of the Education Committee and

         20  the children of this City that I represent on the

         21  Council's behalf, I know you are going to hang in

         22  there with me. I apologize to you for any

         23  convenience, and I know it is hurting you. You are

         24  not the kind of person to have all of these people

         25  get up and give you all this support, you would much
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          2  rather go up underneath the desk, right? However,

          3  you hang in there.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member Povman.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: I am sorry, I

          7  wasn't going to speak on the subject because I

          8  thought the subject matter was covered, but what

          9  occurred to me was what my rabbi once told me, and

         10  that was, in this world we measure people from the

         11  neck up, not from the neck down, and I think that is

         12  what is appropriate here.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Council Member Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you so

         16  much, Mr. Deputy Majority Leader.

         17                 I didn't want to speak on the subject

         18  because I would want to say to the young islander,

         19  coming from one islander, I get ridiculed all the

         20  time when I walk in rooms either about the accent,

         21  the size or the place from which I come. But it is

         22  your integrity, it is your dignity and your

         23  diligence towards the work to which you have been

         24  elected that comes first. And once you keep that in

         25  mind that you are elected to speak for on behalf of,
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          2  that you will always do that which is right, and it

          3  doesn't matter which party we are a member of when

          4  this institution gets attacked, we are all attacked.

          5  Because from time to time we must all stand up and

          6  speak about the things that are important to us and

          7  the persons who elect us to this body because we are

          8  their voice and we are their faces and so I would

          9  ask the Chancellor that in his moment of reflection

         10  that he reaches out to you personally to say to you

         11  I apologize. I can understand your feeling, my

         12  father was 102 and 110 pounds and he is still one of

         13  Jamaica's giants.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: To

         16  conclude the Speaker's portion of today's agenda, I

         17  will call on the Speaker, Speaker Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         19  Mr. Acting President, Pro-Tem.

         20                 I think that while a good deal of

         21  time was spent on this and while I began this

         22  portion of my time summarizing our achievements in

         23  the last year which were considerable, I couldn't

         24  help thinking about our achievements over the last

         25  decade since this Council received power.
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          2                 We were able to accomplish literally

          3  miracles, transforming the City into one of the

          4  safest in the country, proving that a legislative

          5  body with all of our diversity can put aside our

          6  differences and that we do represent the average New

          7  Yorker, we put aside our political differences, we

          8  put aside our physical differences, we put aside our

          9  racial differences, our religion, our creed and we

         10  come together as New Yorkers.

         11                 Now, I happen to believe that Rudy

         12  Crew has been a good Chancellor and is a good man,

         13  and I know he works under very difficult

         14  circumstances and it is a very difficult time that

         15  he has had, since he has been attacked on so many

         16  sides.

         17                 But I think this is an excellent

         18  opportunity to present an example to our children,

         19  that we all make mistakes and we all say things we

         20  wish we didn't say. And sometimes the meaning has a

         21  double meaning, and even if you didn't intend it

         22  that way, that was the way it was received. So, this

         23  would be an excellent opportunity, as have been

         24  indicated by so many of my colleagues, simply to

         25  say, I am sorry, I made a mistake, and I won't
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          2  repeat it.

          3                 So, thank you very much, and may we

          4  get on with our meeting now.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Moving the agenda, I recognize for this portion of

          7  our agenda, for the Discussion of General Order,

          8  Council Member Lasher.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: May I just before,

         10  because Council Member Fiala, he was going to wait

         11  until the end of the meeting, but if you would like

         12  to say something now, Steve, by all means.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Mr. Speaker,

         14  Mr. Minority Whip, Mr. Minority Leader, and

         15  Majority, I want to thank you for setting the tone.

         16                 I want to thank the Chair of the

         17  Education Committee.

         18                 You know, this is a hell of a lot

         19  harder than I thought, because you don't get

         20  instruction on how to be an elected official, you

         21  get thrown in to the deep end of the pool, you enter

         22  an institution, you try to learn as quickly as you

         23  can, you abide by certain protocols, you try to

         24  remember who you were when you came in, and make a

         25  promise to yourself that that is the type of person
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          2  you are going to be when you leave, I regret that we

          3  are wasting your precious time, because I know

          4  everybody thought this would be a quick meeting, I

          5  regret that an issue is put aside because an

          6  unfortunate comment was made.

          7                 I am going to paraphrase, they say

          8  people who live in glass houses shouldn't throw

          9  stones, or he who cast the first -- or he who sins,

         10  something like that, right? Well, I am not without

         11  sin, I am not angry, I am not even hurt. I am a big

         12  boy, I am 32 years old, I am 140 pounds for the

         13  record, but I am not hurt by this. I just want to

         14  spend two minutes of your time, because in this age

         15  of soundbites we politicians are forced to try and

         16  condense our message and it is impossible to do when

         17  there are weighty issues. So, I just want to spend

         18  two minutes telling you what I said.

         19                 I respect Rudy Crew very, very much.

         20  I think he is a visionary, and I have said that to

         21  the press. I don't know if that is what gets

         22  reported, but I said it, I believe it. I believe his

         23  heart is with the children of this City. I have also

         24  said, I don't believe he is an administrator, that

         25  is not a fault that he should take personally.
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          2                 You know, I am going to either be

          3  elected, re-elected, thrown out on the basis of my

          4  performance, and the people are going to decide what

          5  those standards are.

          6                 I don't think Rudy Crew is an able

          7  Administrator at this time. I also said I don't

          8  think anybody can do the job, but as long as that

          9  damn system that is currently in place exists, first

         10  and foremost right now you need an administrator. I

         11  would like to see an interim chancellor come in and

         12  manage the system into obsolescence. I applaud the

         13  Speaker of this Council who years ago, I have said

         14  this, I applaud the Mayor, who years ago said this,

         15  I agree with you, abolish the central Board of

         16  Education, abolish the Office of the Chancellor. We

         17  disagree on the means. And I wouldn't be a

         18  responsible legislator if I didn't stand up at a

         19  press conference and respectfully disagree. You

         20  know, nobody knows what really happens because as

         21  far as the City is concerned, I said fire someone, I

         22  said it very, very respectfully and I said it with

         23  sincerity, a visionary, not  an administrator, a man

         24  who led this system during very difficult times who

         25  shepherded reform that I don't necessarily think
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          2  went far enough, but he was the top cheerleader and

          3  he did a great job in doing it.

          4                 But then once he assumed all of those

          5  powers, he wasn't able to deliver. Forty-eight

          6  percent of our kids read at grade level, that means

          7  50 percent don't. That is unacceptable. Fifty

          8  percent perform at math level, that means 50 percent

          9  don't.

         10                 We have a cafeteria system that is

         11  akin to alleyways that we have our kids eating in.

         12  We have teachers and principals feeling they have to

         13  cheat for kids. Who gets robbed? The child. Because

         14  that child is going to go into a workplace and not

         15  be able to read and compete.

         16                 We have attendance scandals that rob

         17  taxpayers and kids. There is something really wrong

         18  here, really, really wrong. And unfortunately,

         19  whether you like it or I like it or Rudy Crew likes

         20  it, or teachers, administrators or people of the

         21  City of New York like it, Harry Truman said it, the

         22  buck has to stop somewhere. Rudy Crew accepted the

         23  job, he has to accept responsibility for a system

         24  that is just falling apart and can't be put back

         25  together. It was never whole, it never will be, it
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          2  will never serve the best interest of the people it

          3  is supposed to serve.

          4                 We have had eight chancellors in 12

          5  years. Eight Chancellors in 12 years. Something is

          6  wrong.

          7                 I believe in a borough-based system

          8  of education and I am going to advocate that and I

          9  applaud all of those who believe in other systems,

         10  as long as they don't believe in the system that

         11  currently exists.

         12                 But I want everybody here to know, I

         13  don't want anybody to feel sorry for me. I don't

         14  want anybody to think I need an apology, because I

         15  am going to continue to call for the termination of

         16  this Chancellor on the basis that I gave downstairs,

         17  and I want the press to pay attention to the record,

         18  not my height or my weight. And I want the kids of

         19  this City, someone came into my office in Staten

         20  Island, and after this I am going to close, and

         21  dropped this off. They know I love history and they

         22  know I have studied it. I didn't know this: At only

         23  5'6" and 130 pounds, ten pounds less than myself,

         24  and with a soft voice and a soft manner, Madison was

         25  hardly our most prepossessing president, but his
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          2  grasp for politics were both commonsensical and

          3  creative, and for his work for the nation's charter

          4  he is deservedly known as the father of our

          5  constitution.

          6                 My God, I am nowhere suggesting to

          7  you that any of us are in that league, but there is

          8  somebody 5'6" who crafted the greatest system of

          9  government. We are trying to do something here that

         10  is so much more simple.

         11                 My message the other day was the

         12  problems are huge. That simple. It is that simple

         13  and it is that big. The solutions are simple, and I

         14  hope that we will come together, as I know we will

         15  under this Speaker's leadership and the Mayor's

         16  leadership, and we will force a system that works.

         17  And I hope that the Board of Education will consider

         18  not necessarily what was said or how it was said,

         19  but the performance of the record, the record of the

         20  Chancellor and the system.

         21                 This isn't easy, I didn't get a book

         22  when I came in here, I don't know if this is the

         23  right way to do this or the wrong way to do this,

         24  but I want to thank you all. I have always been

         25  proud to be associated with you whether you be
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          2  democrat or republican, and I am even more proud to

          3  be associated with you today.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay,

          6  back now to Section 9 on our agenda, the Discussion

          7  of General Orders, that is items to be voted on on

          8  today's agenda. Only those items to be voted on

          9  today.

         10                 So, that having been said, I

         11  recognize Walter McCaffrey.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: There are

         13  very, very few items, let me just do this quickly.

         14                 On the issue in terms of libraries, I

         15  want to thank Reverend Foster for holding this

         16  hearing. You know, the fact of the matter is that we

         17  are once again shortchanging our librarians who are

         18  the backbone of the terrific system that we have in

         19  place in the City of New York, and our three library

         20  systems. Without coming up with the understanding

         21  that we have to be able to pay them, we are going to

         22  continue to lose them to other locales, to other

         23  sectors, in terms of the library market out there,

         24  and it is essential that the

         25  City of New York begin to take action.
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          2                 I want to congratulate Angela

          3  Cavaluzzi, who comes from us here on the Council,

          4  who is about to be voted on as a member of the City

          5  Planning Commissioner representing the Borough of

          6  Manhattan, and also to be able to wish her well and

          7  we look forward to working with her.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: On the last one on

          9  that, I just wanted to remind all of my colleagues

         10  and Angela Cavaluzzi was one of the most valued

         11  members of our Land Use staff for the last nine

         12  years, a very creative, very bright woman who we are

         13  pleased has gone on to the City Planning Commission.

         14                 And also my colleagues, for those of

         15  you in this holiday season, if you could remember

         16  Mike DeMarco in your prayers, who is about to

         17  undergo some surgery, that would be very helpful,

         18  and if you want to send him a card during this

         19  season.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Still

         22  under General Order Calendar, Council Member Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 I just want to speak in support of

         25  resolution 1039-A which is being voted on today. It
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          2  is a resolution which follows upon a hearing the

          3  Economic Development Committee had on Bell

          4  Atlantic's attempt to move jobs out of New York City

          5  into Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. Communication

          6  workers have brought petition to the Public Service

          7  Commission asking them to look at what Bell Atlantic

          8  is doing because they believe it is a violation of

          9  the agreement that was created during the merger.

         10                 Our resolution today urges the Public

         11  Service Commission to act quickly and review the

         12  petition that CWA has brought before them.

         13                 As I said, this resolution follows on

         14  the heels of a hearing, it also follows on a letter

         15  that 35 Council Members, myself included, sent to

         16  the Public Service Commission, in which we in that

         17  letter went a bit further and asked that the PSC

         18  rule in favor of the communication workers. So I

         19  would urge everyone to vote for it, based on the

         20  substance that I just described and also on the fact

         21  that this will be the first thing where my name was

         22  first that you will all be voting on. So, the

         23  closure to unanimous, the better we will feel.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Council Member DiBrienza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I just

          4  wanted to echo some supportive comments of the work

          5  Council Member Quinn did on the resolution. I was

          6  actually home sick all last week, was unable to

          7  attend the hearing that the Chair, Chair O'Donovan

          8  put together on this resolution, of which I am a

          9  co-sponsor, but it was an important point to be made

         10  so that these workers might have some fairness as

         11  the battle plays out and I just wanted to comment

         12  favorably on Resolution 1039-A.

         13                 In addition, I know Walter spoke

         14  already to the library personnel resolution, which

         15  raises an important question of the inadequate

         16  salaries and the negative impact they have on

         17  quality of library services, a service that every

         18  New Yorker uses in one way or another, from the

         19  youngest to the oldest, in every neighborhood of

         20  this City, and showing some support for in this

         21  area, I think it is an important thing we do.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay,

         24  now we move to the Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Report of Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Aging.

          6                 Resolution 800. Calling upon the New

          7  York State Legislature to enact legislation,

          8  establishing senior citizens MetroCards as legal

          9  identification.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         11  order.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Economic Development.

         14                 Resolution 1039-A. An amended

         15  resolution calling upon the PSC to promptly review

         16  the CWA petition of violations on the merger of Bell

         17  Atlantic and NYNEX.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 M751 and companion resolution 1128.

         22                 Preconsidered communication of OMB,

         23  transfer of funds within the Borough President of

         24  Bronx office.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 617 and

          3  companion resolution 1129.

          4                 UDAAP 20005137, area located in

          5  Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Land Use.

          9                 LU 527 and companion resolution 1130,

         10  UDAAP 20005037 HAK, 406 Uttica Avenue, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed

         12  pursuant to withdrawal.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 573, and

         14  companion resolution 1131, ULURP 990444 ZMR, zoning,

         15  Staten Island.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 591 and

         18  companion resolution 1132. Sidewalk cafe, 33-02

         19  Broadway, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 596. ULURP

         22  C990096 PPK, City-owned properties, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is approved

         24  with modification, referred to City Planning,

         25  pursuant to 11.20(b) of the Council and 197-(d) of
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          2  the Charter.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 605 and

          4  companion resolution 1133. UDAAP 20005107 HAM, 112

          5  Seaman Avenue, Manhattan.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 617. UDAAP

          8  20005137 HAK, property, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is approved and

         10  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 618 and

         12  companion resolution 1134. ULURP C990038 PPK,

         13  City-owned property, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 619. ULURP

         16  C990604 PPK, property, Queens.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is approved

         18  with modification, referred to City Planning

         19  pursuant to 11.20(b) of the Council, and 197-(d) of

         20  the Charter.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         23  International Intergroup Relations.

         24                 Intro. 581. A local law, George

         25  Gershwin Way, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 619. A

          4  local law, Virginia Principe Playground, Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 629. A

          7  local law, Union Square South.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 651. A

         10  local law, Reverend Frank Strassfeld Turnpike,

         11  Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         14  1038-A. An amended local law, decrying the loss of

         15  library personnel.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 M671 and companion resolution 1135.

         20  Approving the appointment by the Borough President

         21  of Manhattan of Angela Cavaluzzi as a member of the

         22  City Planning Commission.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: A motion to Rules,

         24  coupled.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  General order calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

          4  amended local law in relation to family childcare

          5  services.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

          8  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         11  call on the entire coupled general order calendar.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

         13  call, please.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         24  Council Member Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: First of all,
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          2  can I vote on Land Use that came in before I came on

          3  the floor?

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Without objections, so ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: May I be

         11  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         13  Council Member Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I vote aye on

         15  all coupled general orders, and in particular I want

         16  to be associated with Resolution 1039-A.

         17                 I am just amazed about all of these

         18  mergers and companies that are making so much money

         19  and just like today it is skyrocketing what is

         20  happening in particular with major, major companies

         21  and the whole communications industry. And what we

         22  always tend to get are the people who made it

         23  happen, and I think it is something that we should

         24  always take a look at. There are no laws that tell

         25  you you have to keep the people there or you have to
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          2  give them a certain amount of money or give them a

          3  piece of the action. What we say is that the right

          4  thing to do is that we help and we recognize the

          5  people themselves that make these companies

          6  successful and I hope they recognize that and they

          7  remember the people.

          8                 I vote aye, and also I want to wish

          9  everybody a happy holiday and a happy New Year.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: May I be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         14  Council Member DiBrienza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Before

         16  voting yes on all coupled general orders, including

         17  the two resolutions which I think are important

         18  statements by the legislative body, I am thinking

         19  that regardless -- and I know this is old business

         20  and you will rule me out of order in a second, but

         21  regardless of the scope or stature or weight or

         22  height, I guess idiots, you know, dumb remarks come

         23  in all sizes, and I actually, the more I was

         24  listening to people, I was realizing that is

         25  ridiculous, and whether it is ultimately an apology
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          2  issue or not, you just shouldn't deal with people on

          3  that level. That is dumb, there is no call for it,

          4  there is no excuse for it.

          5                 Anyway, so I guess you heard it from

          6  everyone, Steve, and I just wanted to add a little

          7  official reaction.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: You

          9  are on the roll call, Councilman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Anyway, I

         11  know, that was by way of explaining my vote, and I

         12  vote aye on all general orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I vote

         15  yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I just would

         20  like to say that I regret that the last words spoken

         21  were the outspoken attack on the Chancellor in the

         22  Board of Education, and I disagree with Council

         23  Member Fiala that it is a simple question of the

         24  Administration, that he is totally not understanding

         25  the complexities of challenges of providing a sound
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          2  public education to any of our children are, and I

          3  would hope his remarks are not interpreted as being

          4  supported by the majority of the members of this

          5  Council.

          6                 I am very pleased that Angela is

          7  going to be a member of the City Planning Commission

          8  representing Manhattan, and I vote yes. Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes on all

         13  coupled general orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I would

         18  request permission to be recorded in the affirmative

         19  on the Land Use Call-Up vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Without objection, so ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I vote aye on

         23  all of the coupled items.

         24                 I want to congratulate the Borough

         25  President of Manhattan on the appointment of Angela
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          2  Cavaluzzi to the City Planning Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          5  And a happy holy holiday to everyone.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: If I may be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         10  Council Member Freed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         12                 I, too, would like to congratulate

         13  Council Member Quinn on Reso 1039-A. It is very

         14  clear for anyone who followed this issue, that Bell

         15  Atlantic and NYNEX, when they did the merger they

         16  made certain agreements not only with their workers

         17  but with the Public Service Commission, it seems

         18  very clear that they violated that or are certainly

         19  trying to get around it, and the end result would be

         20  a loss of jobs to this City. And, again, it shows

         21  the callousness of the way they respond to their

         22  employees.

         23                 I am also very happy to vote for

         24  1039-A and the library personnel who are absolutely

         25  deserving of the additional salaries. I also want to
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          2  congratulate Angela Cavaluzzi, on I am sure what

          3  will be her new position, and I want to wish

          4  everyone a very happy and health holiday. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote, sir?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Certainly, Council Member Golden.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I would like

         11  to abstain on 1038-A and vote on 1039-A no, and I am

         12  voting on 1039-A for the reason it is less than 200

         13  jobs that have displaced by this CWA complaint, and

         14  each one of those employees were offered a buy-out

         15  or another job, of which 32 are going to take

         16  another job, and the realization of another 100

         17  jobs, over 100 jobs were brought into the City of

         18  New York. So, what I see here is a micromanagement

         19  of a corporation and we see thousands of jobs

         20  leaving this great city and nobody is complaining

         21  about the tens of thousands of jobs of companies

         22  that are leaving, and that is what we should be

         23  discussing in economic development and not

         24  micromanaging 32 jobs that are going to be moved

         25  around the City of New York or outside the City of
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          2  New York.

          3                 So, I vote no on that basis and I

          4  vote aye on all others.

          5                 Thank you and happy holidays.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Continue the roll call.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: I would like

         10  to be recorded in favor of all Land Use items

         11  without prejudice, please.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Without objection, so ordered.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Thank

         15  you. And I vote aye on all coupled orders and

         16  congratulate Angela Cavaluzzi who served my

         17  community exceptionally well in shepherding through

         18  the very first Land Use rezoning matter that ever

         19  came before the City Council at the Council Member's

         20  Initiative, and we thank her for all of the diligent

         21  work she had and the good sense of my colleague

         22  Virgina Fields in appointing her.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, Mr.

          8  Acting Public Advocate, may I please be temporarily

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 With permission, I would like to vote

         11  in favor of the Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Without objection, so ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I am going to

         15  vote aye on all general coupled orders. I would like

         16  to comment on Resolution 1038-A, with respect to the

         17  libraries.

         18                 We have just seen something important

         19  in this City with respect to the handshake agreement

         20  on the principals' salary increase, 33 percent, five

         21  percent compounded over the life of the contract.

         22  And one of the main justifications was that

         23  principals are leaving for the suburbs for Nassau

         24  County, Westchester, et cetera. The same thing holds

         25  with respect to libraries.
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          2                 I attended, with Council Member

          3  McCaffrey, a demonstration on behalf of the

          4  librarian just a few blocks from the county line a

          5  couple of months ago when we decided to introduce

          6  this resolution. Our libraries really come to life

          7  because of the librarians who are able to tap into

          8  the resources and the same thing that causes our

          9  principals to leave causes our librarians to leave.

         10  A very high percentage leave within a couple of

         11  years in fact.

         12                 I would also like to comment on the

         13  item with respect to Frank Strassfeld Turnpike,

         14  Intro. 651. I knew Frank personally, he was such a

         15  decent person, very active in the Hollis Hills

         16  Community. He was associated with the Hollis Hills

         17  Jewish Center, as a clergyman for 48 years, but also

         18  served all people in the community with hospitals

         19  and nursing homes and other charitable endeavors,

         20  and just people on the street who needed assistance,

         21  he is missed and this will help to call back his

         22  memory when people are in front of that synagogue

         23  that he served for so long.

         24                 I vote aye in favor of all coupled

         25  items and with everybody a happy holidays and a
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          2  happy New Year.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Continue the roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         10  Council Member Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I, too, would

         12  like to commend the Borough President and former

         13  colleague, Ms. Virginia Fields, for recommending

         14  Angela Cavaluzzi to be a member of the City Planning

         15  Commission, and I want to congratulate Angela for

         16  this appointment.

         17                 I also would like to be associated

         18  with the remarks just made by my colleague Council

         19  Member Leffler with regards to the resolution which

         20  seeks support for increased salary for librarians.

         21                 We have invested so much in our

         22  libraries, to upgrade them and to serve the public

         23  to expand the hours and yet we are neglecting what

         24  is the lifeblood of the system and we are losing

         25  them to other areas. And there is so much that we
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          2  can do to really help address this crisis, and so I

          3  call on the City Council and also the Mayor to

          4  address this immediately if we are to safeguard and

          5  promote the best system in the world that we have

          6  for libraries.

          7                 I would also like to conclude before

          8  my vote in saying that I hope my remarks are

          9  condemning the expression of the Chancellor are not

         10  interpreted as a lack of support. I am a strong

         11  supporter of his efforts.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member, it is on the roll call, sir.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I am.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Limit

         16  yourself, please, to the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I am about to

         18  conclude.

         19                 And I want to encourage for him to

         20  stay here, and having said that I would like to now

         21  cast a yes vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         24  explain my vote?

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,
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          2  Council Member Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

          4  congratulate Angel Cavaluzzi for all of the work

          5  that she has done for this City, and for the next

          6  step that she is going. I know that you will be a

          7  fair voice for my community in that particular body

          8  that has been shortchanged consistently on the

          9  issues of planning and development, and I know that

         10  you will be sensitive to the needs of my district,

         11  because I know what kind of a decent person you are.

         12                 God bless you, and have a wonderful

         13  time at that new position that you are going to be

         14  in.

         15                 I vote aye on all items.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Continue the roll call, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS may I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 I am going to vote aye on all coupled

         24  general orders, and I would also like to

         25  congratulate not only Angela Cavaluzzi, who is going
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          2  to be a splendid representative in Manhattan on the

          3  City Planning Commission, but I also congratulate my

          4  Borough President Virginia Fields for having the

          5  foresight and understanding and knowledge to appoint

          6  her to the City Planning Commission.

          7                 I think that we have been served well

          8  in the past, and previous representatives have

          9  served us well, but time marches on and we need

         10  adequate, and we can have not only adequate, but

         11  wonderful representation with Angela Cavaluzzi.

         12                 Also, I want to associate my remarks

         13  with those of my colleagues with respect to the

         14  libraries. It is important that our libraries be

         15  preserved, and it is important that we have decent

         16  librarians.

         17                 It is extremely important that they

         18  be paid properly so their morale is good and they

         19  can do the job.

         20                 Likewise, I do also state, with

         21  respect to Chancellor Crew's language, it was

         22  improper and wrong, he should apologize. But I do

         23  not want --

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: On

         25  the roll call.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Other people

          3  spoke about it and I didn't speak to you --

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: On

          5  the roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I like to be

          7  recorded as saying I support him in the work he is

          8  doing and I hope that he stays. And therefore I vote

          9  aye. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I am just

         12  going to vote aye on all coupled general orders and

         13  join my colleague in welcoming Angela to the City

         14  Planning Commission. I look forward to working with

         15  you. And, Virginia, thank you very much for

         16  appointing such an outstanding representative to

         17  that Commission.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes on all.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes, on all and
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          2  I would like to extend all of my colleagues a warm

          3  holiday greeting, including my good friend Marty

          4  Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye on all,

          7  and I would like to be added to the Land Use

          8  Call-Ups, please.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye on all,

         11  and a happy holiday to all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all,

         14  and however, I would like to share the remarks of my

         15  colleague Stan Michels, and Margarita Lopez, in

         16  congratulating Angela Cavaluzzi, and my Borough

         17  President Virginia Fields, on a wonderful choice for

         18  those of us that live in Manhattan, and like my

         19  colleague, Councilwoman Pinkett, (Speaking in

         20  Spanish), seasons greetings.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all, and

          4  if I could be added to the Land Use Call-Ups.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Without objection, so ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all.

         15  And after listening to all of the hastily composed

         16  outrage today, I miss Charlie Millard's Christmas

         17  poems. Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: May I be

         22  excused?

         23                 Resolution 1038-A and Resolution

         24  1039-A, I support both of them wholeheartedly, and I

         25  don't believe it is micromanagement, as my colleague
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          2  did say.

          3                 On Angela's appointment, I think it

          4  is a wonderful thing, a wonderful opportunity, and

          5  Virginia Fields has always proven to be a shining

          6  star.

          7                 Thank you. And happy holidays

          8  everyone.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: May I please

         11  be --

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS:-- Allowed to

         14  vote on the Land Use items?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Without objection, so ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I vote aye.

         18                 I would like to compliment my former

         19  colleague, the Borough President of Manhattan on her

         20  choice for City Planning. It gives me great hope

         21  that we will have a voice of reason and someone who

         22  comes to that body with the knowledge of what

         23  happens, in the so-called outer boroughs, as well as

         24  in Manhattan. So, I commend the Borough President,

         25  and I commend the new appointee, I vote aye on all
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          2  general orders.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes. May I

          9  be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

         11  all means.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: And if I may

         13  have unanimous consent to vote on Land Use Call-Ups?

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Without objection, so ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I vote aye

         17  on Land Use Call-Ups. I am going to vote aye on all

         18  coupled general orders with the exception of Reso

         19  1038-A, which I abstain on, not because I don't

         20  think that the librarians are entitled to greater

         21  pay, but I don't want to see this become a political

         22  football during budget time.

         23                 And while I admire the work that my

         24  colleague did on 1039-A, and while I support a

         25  prompt review by the Public Service Commission, I am
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          2  concerned that the resolution may have gone more to

          3  the merits and I am not sure before the Public

          4  Service Commission as its hearing that we should be

          5  passing on the merits. So I will vote no on that.

          6                 I also again would like to

          7  congratulate Angela Cavaluzzi. Congratulations, and

          8  to the Borough President, our former colleague Clara

          9  Fields, congratulations to you on this fine

         10  collection.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Continue the roll call.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         15  Vallone.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I need an

         17  explanation of the Minority Leader's vote.

         18                 Aye.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay.

         20  All coupled general items on today's calendar are

         21  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, with no

         22  negatives, with the exception of Resolution 1039-A,

         23  47 affirmative, two negatives, no abstentions;

         24  resolution 1038-A, 47 affirmative, no negatives and

         25  two abstentions. Our Land Use Call-Up, final vote is
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          2  49 affirmative, no negatives.

          3                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I would ask that all

          5  of the bills be referred to the Committee. I don't

          6  believe there are any for immediate consideration.

          7  And I remind you that we are going to be entertained

          8  in a few minutes, and anybody who wants to speak on

          9  any other item on the agenda now, starting off with

         10  Council Member Lasher.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Council Member Lasher. On the general discussion,

         13  two minutes, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Two minutes,

         15  okay. I will try to do it in two minutes.

         16                 What has come before my attention is

         17  sort of an outrage, and I think that the City

         18  Council should know about it.

         19                 There has been, in the midwest they

         20  now are starting to produce World War II dolls. They

         21  are German replicas in perfect proportions to what a

         22  German Nazi would have looked like had he been there

         23  and had he been fighting in full regalia, and I

         24  don't know how many of you can see it, but this is

         25  the type of regalia that each person and all of the
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          2  toys look like. They are absolute replicas and there

          3  is no place in a democratic society for this type of

          4  toy to be given to children, because at that time

          5  they are the most impressionable, and when that

          6  happens they become convinced that this is the way

          7  to go because people have said these are fine toys

          8  to play with, since they are getting it on whatever

          9  the holiday is or whatever the time is and they are

         10  inculcating this into their culture, that there is

         11  something right with this, when the truth is there

         12  is nothing right with this, and everything about

         13  this doll is wrong, because it sends the wrong

         14  message to all of the people who live in the City,

         15  in the State and in this country. It sends the wrong

         16  message to everybody there.

         17                 This is not the right thing to do. It

         18  should be condemned by this body. Hopefully it will

         19  be at a future date.

         20                 Also, letters should go out

         21  condemning what is called a 21st century toy company

         22  of Almeda California for manufacturing the ultimate

         23  soldier.

         24                 Obviously when they talk about an

         25  ultimate soldier, it means the soldier best equipped
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          2  to murder, kill, and maim other people, and I

          3  believe that hopefully this resolution will be

          4  passed by this Council and condemn these figure toys

          5  that are replicas of Nazi soldiers.

          6                 And so I hope that we will condemn

          7  this, because if we don't what happens is these

          8  grow. They grow and they get bigger and they get

          9  more notorious and there are others that jump on the

         10  bandwagon and there are too many people who have

         11  died because of these reasons, who have gone out to

         12  fight a proper fight, to be part of the American

         13  system and they are the ones who should be lauded,

         14  not these Nazis who they are now lauding by creating

         15  figures and selling those figures as replicas as

         16  something that is good for the education of our

         17  youth. It is the wrong way to go, we have to condemn

         18  it and I believe that we will condemn it when we

         19  pass Resolution 1125.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Okay,

         22  seeing no other requests to speak then we will

         23  conclude in the spirit of the season, being led in

         24  song appropriate, by the Council Member from the

         25  Bronx, Adolpho Carrion.
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          2                 Lead on.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          5                 Since Peter put me on the -- you

          6  know, I never thought that I would as part of my job

          7  sing in the Chamber, but it is good. I want to wish

          8  everybody a very, very happy holiday and a happy New

          9  Year. I want to attach myself to the comments of my

         10  colleagues in support of Council Member Fiala, but

         11  now let's cheer up a little bit, and I would like my

         12  colleagues to come up here and join me.

         13                 If we are going to do this right, we

         14  have to do it right. And we need a little more

         15  volume on the mike here.

         16                 All right, because there are New

         17  Yorkers watching, we are going to share the spirit

         18  of the holidays with them.

         19                 (Council Member Carrion sings.)

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 3:32 p.m.)

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of December 1999.
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