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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: All right,

          3  we're calling the meeting of this petition to order.

          4  We have present Council Member Rivera, Council

          5  Member Lanza, Council Member Monserrate -- Lanza?

          6  Gentile. I'm sorry.

          7                 We're opening up Item LU No. 526.

          8  Council Member Gerson.

          9                 Council Member Gerson?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Very briefly.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Go ahead.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Chair, my

         13  colleagues, Chair Katz, who I see in Chambers, just

         14  very briefly, I want to on behalf of my community,

         15  represented by Community members present, I want to

         16  thank you, Mr. Chair, Madam Chair, Melinda Katz, and

         17  all of my colleagues on this Subcommittee, the Land

         18  Use Committee, for your indulgence and your support.

         19  And I want to recognize that we have in the

         20  audience, who will not be speaking, but we have

         21  members of the PS 234 school community, our PTA

         22  President Mr. Kevin Dougherty, our Principal Sandy

         23  Bridges, and the parents and officers who are

         24  representing hundreds of kids and community

         25  residents who are here to show support for the
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          2  action I believe we're going to take. And to thank

          3  you, Mr. Chair, and this Committee, for your support

          4  and your indulgence.

          5                 Let me just take a half a minute, I

          6  know we're on a tight schedule today, but I think it

          7  needs to be emphasized on the record, the

          8  significance of the agreement of this community and

          9  my office have reached with the developer, the

         10  Minskoff organization, which will be developing an

         11  important addition to our community immediately

         12  adjoining PS 234. But because of this Committee's

         13  support, and, of course, the tireless efforts of the

         14  parents of the general community, including

         15  Community Board 1, we have Paul Goldstein, our

         16  District Manager present, who worked indefatigably

         17  on this, but we, Mr. Chair, have set a new paradigm,

         18  a new precedent, certainly for the ongoing

         19  construction in Lower Manhattan, and I believe for

         20  the rest of the City, which shows that it is

         21  technically possible to put in place protections of

         22  sensitive locations, specifically schools and young

         23  school children, to protect them from excessive

         24  noise and other negative impacts on their learning

         25  processes, on their health and on their overall
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          2  well-being.

          3                 To often in the past in this City, it

          4  was the people and the kids be damned, and things

          5  have to proceed, whether it's construction or

          6  anything else. We have now with this precedented,

          7  unprecedented and new precedented agreement, setting

          8  forth reasonable by strict noise standards, have

          9  shown that it is possible to have it both ways, to

         10  continue to develop our great city as we must,

         11  without sacrificing the wellbeing, with putting in

         12  place a framework of livability which shows that we

         13  really do care about our people.

         14                 That's the significance of what we

         15  are doing today. That should be noted, and this

         16  should serve as a precedent as we go forward.

         17                 I just want to sincerely thank the

         18  Minskoff team, Ed Minskoff and his entire team

         19  present. In the course -- and those not present --

         20  in the course of our work on this matter, I think my

         21  community and I have indeed developed a genuine

         22  respect and indeed a fondness.

         23                 This is a developer which has shown

         24  that it recognizes the needs of the community, and

         25  we look forward to being good neighbors, and we
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          2  sincerely thank you.

          3                 I want to also acknowledge the

          4  support and cooperation of the Administration on

          5  this, in particular, Deputy Mayor Doctoroff's

          6  Office, and in particular Michael Colt, with whom I

          7  always enjoy our numerous dialogical interchanges of

          8  I'm glad we were able to get this job done.

          9                 Finally, and I mean finally, my own

         10  team in Council District 1, represented here by

         11  Tammy Tow, our Deputy Chief of Staff, Bob Townly of

         12  Manhattan Youth, and it's important to note in this

         13  political season that with the support of the Mayor

         14  and with the support of the loyal opposition headed

         15  by Fernando Ferrer, we were able to put politics

         16  aside and work together across party lines for the

         17  good of our kids and our people.

         18                 So, I conclude where I began, thank

         19  you, Mr. Chair. Thank you, my colleagues on the

         20  Committee. And I urge a yes vote on the Land Use

         21  disposition predicated on the Noise Abatement

         22  Agreement, most recently initialed by myself and

         23  representative of the Minksoff Development Company.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I just want to
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          2  commend you, Council Member, on your dialogical

          3  outcome of success with the Administration and the

          4  developer. I want to commend the developer and the

          5  community for coming together and having the best

          6  outcome, especially for our children, which was one

          7  of the main issues on the table.

          8                 Congratulations, and I think this is

          9  what happens when we put our heads together, and

         10  this is government working at its best.

         11                 I want to call the roll and recommend

         12  an aye vote on the item.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Martinez.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Recognizing

         21  the good work of our colleague, Alan Gerson, I vote

         22  aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         24  four in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved
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          2  and referred to the full Committee.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Meeting

          4  adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of September 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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