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TITLE:
To amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation dismissing notices of violation issued to motor vehicles parked in front of illegal curb cuts.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new subdivision e to section 19-169 of title 19.
INTRODUCTION


On October 8, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 686.  Int. No. 686 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require the City to dismiss notices of violation issued to motor vehicles parked in front of a curb cut that a hearing office of the Parking Violations Bureau (“PVB”) determines is illegal.  Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), Commissioner Martha Stark, New York City Department of Finance, Commissioner Robert LiMandri, New York City Department of Buildings, transportation advocates, community board representatives and civic groups.

BACKGROUND
Curb cut is a broad term that can be applied to just about any cut made to the curb of a street.  One type of curb cut is connected to a driveway to help a motor vehicle access a garage or parking area (“driveway curb cut”).  Driveway curb cuts are reviewed and approved by the New York City Department of Buildings (“DOB”).
  Because these driveways allow one or more vehicles to park off the street, it is illegal to block access by standing or parking in front of such curb cut or driveway.
  
A problem arises when someone does not obtain the proper permits or meet City requirements for driveway curb cuts and creates an illegal curb cut.
  Unfortunately, traffic enforcement agents are unable to verify the legality of a driveway curb cut and often issue notices of violations to people parked in front of an illegal curb cut.  Int. No. 686 would require notices of violation for parking in front of an illegal curb cut or driveway to be dismissed upon a determination by a PVB hearing officer that such curb cut or driveway is illegal.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 686 would add a new subdivision e to section 19-169 of title 19 of the Administrative Code.  New subdivision e would require that any notice of violation issued to the registered owner of a passenger motor vehicle parked in front of a private driveway or curb cut shall be dismissed upon a determination by a PVB hearing officer that such private driveway or curb cut was constructed without the proper permits from DOT and the Department of Buildings.
Section two of Int. No. 686 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
�  New York City Administrative Code § 27-213(f).


�  NYC Traffic Rules and Regulations §4-08(f)(2).


�  Helen Klein, “Curb cut rub outs,” Bay Ridge Courier, October 18, 2007.
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