New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 277

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Lee

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the provision of mental health first aid training

Submitted by:
Council Member Lee

Justification:
Mental health and substance use crises often show up first in everyday community settings: on the street, in places of worship, salons, small businesses, and other public-facing environments. The people present may not know how to recognize warning signs or respond safely. This gap can lead to missed opportunities for early intervention, escalation to emergency situations, and unnecessary harm for individuals and families.

This legislation addresses this need by requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, in collaboration with the Office of Community Mental Health, to offer free, regularly scheduled Mental Health First Aid training for the general public. The bill also ensures the training is accessible by requiring it in English and at least six times per year in each designated citywide language, and it directs targeted outreach to public-facing professionals and community leaders who frequently encounter people in crisis. By expanding access to practical, evidence-based training, this legislation strengthens community capacity to respond early and appropriately—before situations become emergencies.
