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To amend the administrative code of the city of New 

York, in relation to prohibiting any motor vehicle other than a passenger car to park within fifteen feet of a street corner.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new section 19-169.3

October 30, 2003
Introduction

On October 30, 2003, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu will hold a hearing on Int. No. 60.  Int. No. 60 would amend subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new section 19-169.3.
Section 169, section 169.1, and section 169.2 of subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York were last amended by Local Law Number 104 of 1993 and relate to the towing of cars.  

Background

Int. No. 60 seeks to add new section 169.3 which would bar any vehicle that is a commercial vehicle, any passenger vehicle used to carry more than fifteen people, or any vehicle taller than five feet in height from parking within fifteen feet of any street corner. This prohibition shall include, but not be limited to, buses, commercial vehicles and vans.  Authorized emergency vehicles including police, fire, emergency ambulance service vehicles, vehicles registered in accordance with section 404-a of the vehicle and traffic law and being used for the transportation of handicapped persons, vehicles bearing valid New York city special parking identification permits, and vehicles bearing handicapped plates issued by New York state pursuant to sections 1203-a or 1203-b of the vehicle and traffic law are exempt from any prohibitions contained in the bill.

New York State Assembly Member Ivan C. Lafayette (Queens) is investigating potential ways for limiting the use of sport utility vehicles in New York, and is currently drafting legislation that would classify all vehicles over a designated size as commercial vehicles, thereby limiting the number of people eligible for ownership.

Analysis

The amendment proposed by Int. No. 60 affects section 19-169.  Section 19-169 defines the reasons for which cars can be towed when blocking private driveways and regulates towing procedures.  Section 169.1 regulates the towing of cars improperly parked on private property, and section 169.2 regulates the booting of improperly parked motor vehicles. 

The bill would add a new section 169.3 that would bar any commercial vehicle or any passenger vehicle used to carry more than fifteen people from parking within fifteen feet of any street corner.  Any vehicle taller than 5 feet would be prohibited from parking within fifteen feet of a street corner.   This is intended to allow for pedestrians and moving vehicles to better see oncoming traffic.  Vehicles that are too tall can block sight lines of pedestrians and drivers, increasing the chance of an accident, as these pedestrians and drivers might not be able to see oncoming traffic as it moves into the intersection.  By limiting the height of vehicles that can park on corners, it increases the likelihood that a pedestrian or driver will be able to see oncoming traffic over the top of the vehicle parked on a corner, or, in that vehicles shorter in height are also often shorter in length, the smaller vehicle will take up less room in any available parking spot. 

Subdivision a of new section 169.3 delineates these prohibitions.  Subdivision b exempts authorized emergency vehicles including police, fire, emergency ambulance service vehicles, vehicles registered in accordance with section 404-a of the vehicle and traffic law and being used for the transportation of handicapped persons, vehicles bearing valid New York city special parking identification permits, and vehicles bearing handicapped plates issued by New York state pursuant to sections 1203-a or 1203-b of the vehicle and traffic law.

Subdivision c determines that violations of the new section are punishable by monetary fines, and allows the Commissioner of Transportation to establish these fines by regulations.

 Section two of the bill requires this local law to take effect immediately. 
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