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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing civil penalties for theft of a bicycle or motor vehicle.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter three of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new section 19-192.
INTRODUCTION

On April 15, 2015, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 716, a local law to establish civil penalties for theft of a bicycle or motor vehicle. This is the first hearing on this legislation. Those invited to testify at this hearing include representatives of the New York Police Department (NYPD), advocates, and stakeholders. 
BACKGROUND

Over the past 25 years, automobile theft has declined sharply in New York City.
 In 1990, approximately 147,000 vehicles were reported stolen in New York City.
 By 2000, the New York Police Department reported approximately 35,000 stolen vehicles, and in 2014, the number dropped to about 7,000.
 The drop in auto theft is largely attributed to better investigative techniques, improved technology for locating stolen vehicles, and the increase in the overall difficulty of stealing cars.
 However, older model vehicles continue to be a target for car thieves.


Moreover, while theft of auto vehicles has declined in the City, an increase in theft of bicycles has been reported. Media reports have documented an increase in the theft of high end bicycles.
 According to one media report, in 2014, the City experienced a 64 percent increase in bicycles valued at $1,000 or more.
 These crimes have been concentrated in Manhattan neighborhoods such as the West Village, East Village, and the Flatiron District.
     
ANALYSIS


Subdivision a section one of Int. No. 716 would amend subchapter three of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York. Subdivision a of new section 19-192 would define bicycles to have the same meaning as section 19-176 of the code, namely two or three wheeled device upon which a person or persons may ride, propelled by human power through a belt, a chain or gears, with such wheels in a tandem or tricycle, except that it shall not include such a device having solid tires and intended for use only on a sidewalk by a child.

        The new subdivision would also define the term motor vehicles to have the same definition as section one hundred twenty five of the State Vehicle and Traffic Law, namely every vehicle operated or driven upon a public highway which is propelled by any power other than muscular power.
Subdivision b of new section 19-192 would state that any individual convicted of stealing a bicycle would be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $500 and no more than $1,000. This subdivision would also state that any individual convicted of stealing a motor vehicle would be subject to a civil penalty of no less than $5,000 and no more than $7,500. The civil penalties would be recoverable at the Environmental Control Board.


Section two of Int. No. 716 would state that the local law goes into effect 60 days after enactment into law.  
Int. No. 716
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing civil penalties for theft of a bicycle or motor vehicle.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
           Section 1. Chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-192 to read as follows:
§ 19-192 Civil penalties for theft of bicycles and motor vehicles. a. Definitions. 1. "Bicycle" shall have the same meaning as in section 19-176 of this code.
2. "Motor vehicle" shall have the same meaning as in section one hundred twenty five of the vehicle and traffic law;  
             b. Any individual convicted of the theft of a bicycle or motor vehicle under one or more of the following sections of the penal law: 155.25, 155.30, 155.35, 155.40, 155.42, 165.05, 165.06 or 165.08 shall be liable for a civil penalty, recoverable at the environmental control board, of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for each bicycle wrongfully taken, obtained or withheld, and of not less than five thousand dollars nor more than seven thousand five hundred dollars for each motor vehicle wrongfully taken, obtained, or withheld.  Such civil penalty shall be in addition to or as an alternative to any criminal penalties authorized by law and shall not limit or preclude any cause of action available to any person or entity aggrieved by any of the acts applicable to this section.  
§2. This local law shall take effect sixty days after enactment into law.
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