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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to obligating the city of New York to perform repairs upon sidewalks that remain in disrepair following the issuance of a notice of violation.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-152 of title 19 by adding a new subdivision o.

INTRODUCTION


On September 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 73, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a subdivision o to section 19-152 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code.


Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Kahn of the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); Commissioner Emily Lloyd of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection; utility company officials; transportation advocates; and community leaders. 

BACKGROUND

Pursuant to the New York City Charter
 and local law
, property owners are responsible for repairing the sidewalks in front of or abutting their properties.  Under New York Administrative Code §19-152, the DOT may issue a violation to a property owner ordering such property owner to repair a sidewalk that such property owner is responsible for maintaining
.  If the property owner fails to make the repairs, the Administrative Code allows the DOT to perform the work or cause the work to be performed
.  After the completion of the work, DOT is to recover the costs of the repairs, along with administrative costs not to exceed twenty percent of the repair bill, from the responsible property owner
.  To ensure that streets are kept in good condition, Int. No. 73 would make it mandatory for the DOT to repair a sidewalk if a sidewalk is not repaired 90 days after service of a violation upon the responsible property owner. 

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 73 would amend section 19-152 of the New York Administrative Code by adding a new subdivision o that would, not withstanding any inconsistent provision of this section, require the City of New York to reinstall, reconstruct, repave or repair an existing sidewalk flag at legal grade when such sidewalk remains in disrepair for ninety days following the issuance of a notice of violation by DOT to the property owner responsible for such work.  Paragraph i of new subdivision o would provide that the City shall not acquire any liability for any accident or harm related to or caused by such sidewalk flag during and after repair performed by DOT or its contractors, and that the liability shall remain with the property owner.  Paragraph ii of new subdivision o would require the City to mail a letter requesting payment to the property owner within thirty days after completion of repair and require payment within thirty days of the date of such letter.  Paragraph iii of new subdivision o would require the City to file a lien on the property owner’s property for the actual cost to the City of the repairs, including the cost of labor, until the property owner pays the amount owed plus interest.  Paragraph iv of new subdivision o would reserve the City’s right to initiate a civil action against  the responsible property owner for purposes of collecting the unpaid amount owed to the City for costs associated with repair by DOT or its contractors.


Section two of Int. No. 73 would provide that this bill would take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.

�  New York City Charter § 2904.


�  New York Administrative Code § 19-152.


�  New York Administrative Code § 19-152(c).


�  New York Administrative Code § 19-152(e).


�  Id. 
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