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INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, January 17, 2017, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will conduct an oversight hearing on the Cultural Immigrant Initiative and post-budget analysis. Witnesses invited to testify include the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), recipients of Cultural Immigrant Initiative funding, borough arts councils, and various arts and cultural organizations and foundations. 
BACKGROUND
New York is a city of immigrants. According to 2010 Census data, New York has a diversity index that ranks fourth highest in the United States.
 With more than 3.1 million immigrants making up 37 percent of the City’s population, around 60 percent of New Yorkers are either immigrants or the children of immigrants and over 700 languages are spoken across the five boroughs.
 
New York City is also known as one of the major cultural capitals of the world. Home to a wealth of cultural amenities—including art galleries, museums, specialized public libraries, and theaters—it is an important center for film, dance, literature, music, opera, theater, and the visual arts.
 Among the 100 largest counties in the U.S., New York’s five boroughs rank favorably in its concentration of cultural nonprofits and performing arts organizations.
 Overall, there are more than 1,000 cultural organizations across the city, “each with specific ties to communities, each with vastly different organizational structures and sizes, and each integral to the diversity of culture that defines New York City.”
  Thus cultural diversity, driven by immigration, plays an integral role in the vibrancy and success of NYC.


However, since the 2008 economic recession, many of the City’s smaller organizations have struggled with funding cuts from private corporations and foundations. “By increasing funding streams to immigrant organizations and cultural groups that are often overlooked in the cultural funding process” Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer claimed, “we are empowering more New Yorkers and increasing access to the arts in every neighborhood.”
 Furthermore, the initiative benefits immigrants by not only recognizing, but celebrating their valuable contributions to the arts by legitimizing them through funding.
CULTURAL IMMIGRANT INITIATIVE

The Cultural Immigrant Initiative, through funding allocations made by the City Council, supports the provision of cultural programming focused on the cultural history and traditions of New York City’s immigrant communities.
 The Initiative also aims to increase access to unique cultural offerings centered on immigrant heritages.
 Launched in Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 with an initial allocation of $1.5 million,
 funding was allotted in the amount of $29,400 to each Council district office and then distributed to local organizations in one or two grants administered by the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA).

For FY 2016, the City Council’s budget allocation for the initiative more than doubled to nearly $3.2 million,
 funding more than 77 cultural groups in all five boroughs.
 For FY 2017, the City Council allocation increased to $5,010,000.

CONCLUSION
At the hearing, the Committee would seek an overview of the Cultural Immigrant Initiative and its impact on recipients and their programming. The Committee is also interested in exploring the effectiveness and the long-term potential of the Initiative. Lastly, the Committee seeks a post-budget update from DCLA on how the additional $10 million received for cultural funding has been or will be distributed.
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