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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Committee on Land

          3  Use is about to start. I apologize for the confusion

          4  this morning. There are two meetings going on.

          5  Finance is next door, and Land Use has similar

          6  members. So, it's always a bit confusing when we're

          7  all meeting at the same time.

          8                 In the room today we have Council

          9  Member Leroy Comrie, Council Member Seabrook,

         10  Council Member Barron, Council Member Gentile, who

         11  is visiting us, Council Member Avella. He's not only

         12  a member, but he's also visiting us because of

         13  Bayridge. You see, I have Bayridge on my mind.

         14  Councilman McMahon, Council Member Baez, Council

         15  Member Sanders, Council Member Palma, Council Member

         16  Quinn, and Council Member Perkins.

         17                 There are a few things on the agenda

         18  today.

         19                 If I could have everyone's attention

         20  in the room, there are a few items on the agenda

         21  today. There are first two applications. LU No. 417

         22  and LU No. 418, N050133 ZRK, C0501334A ZMK. They are

         23  both applications for the rezoning of Bayridge.

         24                 And the second item we have today is

         25  a Citywide item, 20055434 LLY. It is a local law to
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          2  amend New York City Charter to extend the date of

          3  the operating authority of certain subsidized

          4  private bus lines. This is for the New York bus

          5  service. It extends the deadline from March 26th,

          6  2005, to September 15th, 2005. There has been an

          7  agreement in principle, apparently for the MTA to

          8  acquire, that will not be complete until late

          9  summer.

         10                 Mark Page is here for the

         11  Administration to talk about the application. I just

         12  want everyone to know for the record. I'm sorry it's

         13  not a formal hearing setting, Mr. Page.

         14                 Just so the Committee is aware of

         15  this, we got this application yesterday from the

         16  City of New York. It is for the New York bus lines.

         17  BXM6, BXM 7, BXM 7A, BXM 7B, BXM 9, AND BXM 10.

         18                 As the Committee members know, it's

         19  been a little frustrating with the bus services. The

         20  City has been in negotiations to take over the bus

         21  lines for awhile now, and a few months ago we

         22  extended the authorizing resolutions to quite a few

         23  of them. Apparently, the deadline is not going to be

         24  able to be met. The deadline is March 26th. So, the

         25  City is asking for another extension until September
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          2  15th.

          3                 Mr. Page.

          4                 MR. PAGE: Good morning.

          5                 As you've said, we've been

          6  negotiating with New York Bus Company for some

          7  time.  We have an agreement in principle that we

          8  reached on Monday this week, announced, I guess

          9  yesterday. The logistical problem we have with the

         10  MTA takeover that's scheduled for this Saturday

         11  night, is that along with the Commercial bus

         12  operation at the depot next to Co-op City, where New

         13  York Bus operates, is a school bus operation. This

         14  has been a logistical hurdle that we have been

         15  talking to them about, along with everything else,

         16  that I would say the last year, and they have

         17  determined that they will be able to give the MTA

         18  unobstructed use of the necessary parts of the depot

         19  facility for parking commercial buses and

         20  maintaining commercial buses, but not until probably

         21  late summer because of the school bus service that

         22  they are providing to, in fact, the City of New

         23  York, certainly through the school year and then

         24  they will need some time to sort out exactly how

         25  that service is going to continue.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Is that the only

          3  thing holding up the final agreement? Is there any

          4  financial issues holding up the final agreement?

          5                 MR. PAGE: I think we are in agreement

          6  on the financial issues. We don't have a final

          7  executed contract, but I expect to have that in the

          8  next few weeks, and I think we're pretty well set,

          9  in fact.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay. We have

         11  questions for you from Committee members, but

         12  Councilman Barron, I know you need to go. How do you

         13  vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair. I vote aye on all.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         17                 I may have questions, but Councilman

         18  Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 After I raise this question, I would

         22  like to vote on this issue also. I must leave soon.

         23  Sir, good to see you again. I'm just very curious as

         24  to the time. Why are we getting this information

         25  right before we have to vote, sir? It doesn't give
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          2  enough time for due diligence.

          3                 MR. PAGE: I guess that a negotiating

          4  process often relies on the last minute to come

          5  together. Our experience with the two bus companies

          6  where the MTA has taken over has been that. The

          7  second one, Queens Surface, we basically came to

          8  agreement in, I don't know, the last four or five

          9  days before we actually closed and transferred. I

         10  think that to some extent the timing has been

         11  similar with New York Bus Company, but I think that

         12  it's important for the City, in fact, to achieve a

         13  smooth transition here for both the uses of the

         14  commercial buses run by New York Bus and the

         15  Department of Education, and the New York City

         16  school children who ride their school buses. I think

         17  that the deadline has been helpful in that it has

         18  brought us to closure on the business terms of this

         19  deal. Unfortunately in this case we can't

         20  immediately go from there to the transfer this

         21  Saturday night, which is what the existing

         22  authorization contemplates.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes, sir.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: With your
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          2  permission, I have to leave, but I would like to

          3  vote on these issues before I go.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: How do you vote?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

          6  all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Councilman Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

          9  to consent to vote and also consent to make what I

         10  promise to be a very brief comment.

         11                 I would like to just comment that the

         12  Liberty Lines has been taken over, now the second

         13  Bronx company is being taken over. I think it was

         14  probably a mistake. The fact is, the Mayor said in

         15  my community that he didn't expect another fare

         16  increase on the express bus, and yet we had a fare

         17  increase last year and another dollar fare increase

         18  this year. And I just want to say to Mr. Page that I

         19  vote for this with kind of a heavy heart and a hope

         20  that service will not be allowed to deteriorate.

         21                 I withdraw my request and vote aye on

         22  all.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, Councilman

         24  Comrie, did you want to vote or -- just so everybody

         25  knows, I see everybody needs -- we are all very busy
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          2  today, this meeting will literally, if everyone just

          3  allows the questioning to continue, and the

          4  statement about Bayridge will literally be about

          5  eight minutes long.

          6                 So, if I can just ask everyone for

          7  eight minutes.

          8                 No?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm supposed

         10  to be with the Speaker at a meeting at 11:00.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: How do you vote?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay.

         14                 Mr. Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         16  Madam Chair.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Notice the

         18  influence I have.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Just a very

         20  quick question, Mr. Page, as it relates to New York

         21  Bus Service. As you know, I represent Co-op City and

         22  that is not a bus line, it's a lifeline, because

         23  there are no subways, no way of transportation. And

         24  to really keep the riders and the community really

         25  in a situation they don't know when, and as
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          2  Councilman Koppell raised the issue the minute we

          3  talked about the takeover there was an increase and

          4  another increase, and I would hope that this could

          5  be resolved, as the increases are increased, that

          6  the services are not diminished at a level, and we

          7  need to look at that and add some closure to this,

          8  because it's a very serious issue that affects the

          9  residents of Co-op City, who has no other means of

         10  transportation, other than the New York Bus Service.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Chair. And I vote

         12  aye on all.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: You snuck that in.

         14                 Council Member Martinez, did you have

         15  a question?

         16                 Councilman Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair. I have to apologize, but I really have

         19  a commitment and I want to vote aye on all.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Councilman Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Good morning.

         22                 I just want to follow up on two of

         23  the comments my colleagues just made.

         24                 My district is totally served by the

         25  buses. They have to travel from my district to go to
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          2  the subway.

          3                 One of the things that concerns me,

          4  as my colleagues has already said, is once the MTA

          5  gets control of these routes, the MTA is going to

          6  turn around and say, well, you know, we have a City

          7  bus route, we have a formerly private bus route a

          8  couple of blocks away. Let's do some service

          9  efficiencies, and let's eliminate the old private

         10  bus route.

         11                 And I just want to impress upon the

         12  Administration, through you, that we're going to

         13  need the Mayor's support when that happens because

         14  we can't do with less bus service. We need more, not

         15  less.

         16                 MR. PAGE: We have a commitment from

         17  the MTA to maintain the service of the private buses

         18  for a considerable period of time. In the long term

         19  I certainly hear your point.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just as a final

         21  point as well, I want to take just some liberties

         22  here as the Chair. I do notice that the next

         23  deadline is coming up and it's all Queens buses,

         24  and, so, as a Queens Council Member and whose

         25  Committee is made up of a bunch of Queens' members
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          2  as well, it's bad enough that the extension has to

          3  happen for this bus line, but we're hoping that as

          4  progress continues on the other negotiations, that

          5  we don't have to do another continuation.

          6                 The Council has their hands tied.

          7                 We're not involved with the

          8  negotiations yet. If we don't do this extension, bus

          9  service dies. So, we don't like doing it, but we

         10  understand the importance of it, and I just want to

         11  make it clear that we hope that negotiations

         12  continue wholeheartedly.

         13                 MR. PAGE: I'm doing my best.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         15                 Anybody? Nobody?

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Page, very much.

         17                 MR. PAGE: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Next we have

         19  Bayridge rezoning. This rezoning I think was started

         20  by the Council Member -- Councilman Perkins?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, thank

         22  you very much, Madam Chair.

         23                 You're doing a wonderful job and I

         24  appreciate it so much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Really?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And with all

          3  due respect, I would like to take the opportunity to

          4  vote now.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm going to have

          6  the majority before I actually make the motion.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you. I

          9  vote aye on all.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         11                 The Bayridge rezoning started just

         12  really in the world of rezonings only a little while

         13  ago. I know the community has been fighting for it

         14  for years, but in the world that we live in, when it

         15  comes to the City Planning Committee and going to

         16  the community board and the Borough Presidents'

         17  office and back to City Hall, usually takes a very,

         18  very long time.

         19                 I would like to note that the

         20  Councilman, Vinnie Gentile, has been extremely

         21  tenacious in making sure this comes up very quickly

         22  to City Council.

         23                 Many of you may have read the Daily

         24  News, yesterday I think it was, or today, that

         25  talked about the fact that we are doing the rezoning
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          2  today, and developers have spent the last week or

          3  two quickly trying to lay their foundation so that

          4  they're grandfathered in.

          5                 And it just goes to show the

          6  importance of these rezonings and also the

          7  timeliness of them. And I know that he has guests in

          8  the Chamber today, and I would like to ask

          9  Councilman Gentile to say a few words.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair, and I do appreciate, a new

         12  appreciation, for how difficult it is, especially on

         13  the Stated day to keep everybody on the Committee in

         14  the room. And I want to thank you and the members of

         15  this Committee for putting a meeting together on a

         16  Stated so we can move this Bayridge rezoning

         17  forward. So, thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         18                 What we have before us today, my

         19  colleagues, truly is a real marvel. The proposed 249

         20  block rezoning in Bayridge, the largest in Brooklyn

         21  today, and we have a lot of Bayridgeites in the

         22  Chambers here today, it's a thorough and

         23  comprehensive zoning plan that clearly reflects the

         24  input of this community through the work and

         25  reports, comprehensive reports, done by Community
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          2  Board 10 and by my preservation committee, headed by

          3  the dynamo Victoria Hoffmo, who is with us this

          4  morning. And by input from local groups like the

          5  Alliance of Bayridge Block Association and the

          6  Bayridge Community Council.

          7                 Both the community board and my

          8  committee members spent countless volunteer hours

          9  studying, surveying discussing and proposing changes

         10  that we as a community you thought were necessary to

         11  preserve the home town character and streetscape in

         12  Bayridge. And the City Department of Planning and

         13  their Brooklyn Borough Office worked just as hard.

         14                 Commissioner Burden and Borough

         15  Director Regina Meyer and their staffs, several whom

         16  were here with us today, honor the efforts we made

         17  on a local level, by taking and incorporating

         18  through contextual zoning much of what we voiced as

         19  concern.

         20                 They worked diligently to produce

         21  this document, and they conducted a very open

         22  process.

         23                 The end result, as we see today, is

         24  that our concerns have been transformed into a

         25  zoning document that in large part reflects the will
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          2  of the neighborhood. Of the 249 blocks in the

          3  district, currently 15 are zoned for detached

          4  housing, under the plan that number increases to 42

          5  blocks. Currently 17 blocks are zoned for

          6  semi-detached housing, now that will increase to 59

          7  blocks. In total, 101 blocks would be zoned for one-

          8  and two-family homes as compared to the current 32

          9  blocks.

         10                 This rezoning also imposes lower

         11  density and contextual requirements, and is further

         12  fine-tuned to protect the mid-block areas, while

         13  preserving and allowing the expansion of central

         14  commercial districts.

         15                 And let it be told, just as we see

         16  happening in Staten Island, preserving neighborhood

         17  scale and character preserves property values.

         18                 This plan maintains property values,

         19  prevents beautiful homes that are aesthetic

         20  treasures with historic detail from being torn down

         21  and replaced by ten, 12, 15 condo units that we have

         22  come to call Fedders's houses. Indeed we call them

         23  Fedders because those are the condos whose most

         24  distinct architectural aspect is the Fedders air

         25  conditioning unit on the front of the building. That
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          2  is what we call Fedders's houses.

          3                 This plan, for the most part, will

          4  prevent this from happening in the future.

          5                 From this day forward, with your

          6  support, my colleagues, Bayridge homeowners can

          7  enjoy their property without fear that some day a

          8  developer will swoop in and build an ugly

          9  monstrosity in their block.

         10                 Government has the right and the

         11  obligation for the greater good of those who live in

         12  our neighborhoods to preserve the bucolic character

         13  of the neighborhood and the aesthetic beauty of the

         14  homes and to preserve realistic property values.

         15                 That's what this plan does. This

         16  zoning change will become a highlight in the

         17  community's history for decades to come.

         18                 And, so, Madam Chair, with that I ask

         19  for the Committee's support with your history-making

         20  vote today. I thank you, and the people of Bayridge

         21  thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I feel like

         23  saluting.

         24                 Thank you, Councilman Gentile.

         25                 Okay, I think we can call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Just

         15  congratulations to Council Member Gentile and the

         16  good people of Bayridge. You're doing something very

         17  important, not only for now but for future

         18  generations and your brothers and sisters across the

         19  bridge in Staten Island congratulate you. And I vote

         20  aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Very proudly,

          3  aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Councilman Oddo I

         11  think is next door.

         12                 I want to note that Councilman

         13  Seabrook voted 20 minutes ago and is still here, for

         14  the record. He stayed.

         15                 I believe we're waiting for

         16  Councilman Oddo, who is not in the room.

         17                 All right, Council Member Oddo has

         18  just asked a question. The Finance Committee, why

         19  don't we call the roll, call the vote, and we will

         20  leave the roll open for 15 minutes.

         21                 Call the final vote, please.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 19 in the

         23  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council members,

         25  please sign the Committee report.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We'll leave the

          3  roll open. Thank you.

          4                 You have ten minutes. Thank you.

          5  Congratulations to everyone today.

          6                 Councilman Felder, how do you vote?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on Committee

         11  on Land Use stands at 20 in the affirmative, zero in

         12  the negative and no abstentions.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: And with the

         14  guidance of the great Gail Benjamin, I have now been

         15  given the authority and the power, I am adjourning

         16  the meeting.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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