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I. INTRODUCTION
On July 14, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, will consider Proposed Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 1317-A, sponsored by Council Member Restler, in relation to amend and rescind certain reporting requirements selected for waiver by the report and advisory board review commission, to repeal section 19-180 of such code relating to a performance indicators city mobility report, to repeal subdivision c of section 19-183 of such code relating to the number of requests for changes in traffic flow, to repeal section 19-184 of such code relating to an interagency roadway safety plan, to repeal subdivision g of section 24-163.3 of such code relating to a report on the use of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and best available retrofit technology by the city’s owned or leased diesel fuel-powered non-road vehicles owned by, operated by or on behalf of, or leased by the city, and to repeal section 25-208 of such code relating to a report on variances and special permits; and Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 933, sponsored by Council Member Restler, a resolution approving the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission’s determination recommending waiver or partial waivers of six reporting requirements that was communicated to the City Council on December 23, 2024. The Committee previously heard testimony on this bill and resolution on June 16, 2025. At that hearing, the Committee received testimony from the Mayor’s Office of Operations.
II. BACKGROUND 
a. The Report and Advisory Board Review Commission
On November 2, 2010, the voters of the City approved a series of revisions to the New York City Charter, including the addition of section 1113, which established the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission (RABRC).[footnoteRef:1] Under section 1113, the RABRC has the power and duty to review all requirements in the Charter, the Administrative Code, and the unconsolidated local laws of the City mandating: (i) the issuance of reports by city agencies, officers, or employees and (ii) the establishment of commissions, committees, boards, task forces or other similar bodies that are solely advisory in nature (hereinafter “advisory boards”).[footnoteRef:2] In addition, the RABRC has the power—subject to the approval of the Council—to waive any such reporting or advisory board requirement.[footnoteRef:3] In the case of a reporting requirement, such a waiver causes the relevant report to cease to be required by law.[footnoteRef:4] In the case of an advisory board requirement, such a waiver causes the relevant advisory board to cease to exist under law.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  See Local Law 60 of 2010. ]  [2:  See Charter § 1113(d)(1).]  [3:  See Charter § 1113(d)(1).]  [4:  See Charter § 1113(d)(3).]  [5:  See id.] 

Once the RABRC has made a determination to waive a reporting or advisory board requirement, it must promptly file such determination with the Council.[footnoteRef:6] Within 120 days of the filing of such determination, the Council may approve or disapprove the determination by an affirmative vote of a majority of all the Council Members.[footnoteRef:7] Section 1113 provides that any disapproval by the Council shall be final unless the Mayor files a written veto of the Council’s action, which may be overridden by a two-thirds vote of all the Council Members.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  See Charter § 1113(d)(4).]  [7:  See id.]  [8:  See Charter § 1113(d)(4).] 

The RABRC consists of seven commissioners, three of which are Council appointees, and four of which are Mayoral appointees.[footnoteRef:9] The Commission is chaired by the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Operations, who is one of the seven Commissioners.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  See Charter § 1113(b).]  [10:  See id.] 

b. The RABRC’s 2024 Determinations
On December 23, 2024, the RABRC voted to waive or partially waive the following six reporting requirements in the Administrative Code and Charter: 
1. Interagency Roadway Safety Plan (Administrative Code §19-184);
2. NYC Mobility Report (Administrative Code §19-180);
3. Report on the number of requests for changes in the traffic flow (Administrative Code §19-183(c)); 
4. Report on Variances and Special Permits in the Fiscal Year (Administrative Code §25-208(a)-(b)); 
5. Report on Agency Compliance with LLs 126, 127, and 128 of 2016 (Charter §15(i)-(k)); and
6. Use of Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel (ULSDF) and Best Available Retrofit Technology by the City’s owned or leased Diesel Fueled-Powered non-road Vehicles Report (§24-163.3(g)).
The RABRC’s determination letter, attached hereto as Exhibit 1,[footnoteRef:11] includes a summary of each reporting requirement, along with the RABRC’s official reasons for waiving each requirement. This letter was transmitted to the Council on December 23, 2024. All six reporting requirements were waived by the unanimous vote of all seven RABRC Commissioners.  [11:  Note that the letter has two of its own internal exhibits: Exhibit A (Vote Tally Sheet) and Exhibit B (Proposed Waiver Determination).] 

At today’s hearing, the Committee will consider legislation to remove language in the Administrative Code and Charter that would be nullified by the six waiver determinations. The bill is summarized in greater detail immediately below.

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Proposed Int. 1317-A

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amend and rescind certain reporting requirements selected for waiver by the report and advisory board review commission, to repeal section 19-180 of such code relating to a performance indicators city mobility report, to repeal subdivision c of section 19-183 of such code relating to the number of requests for changes in traffic flow, to repeal section 19-184 of such code relating to an interagency roadway safety plan, to repeal subdivision g of section 24-163.3 of such code relating to a report on the use of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and best available retrofit technology by the city’s owned or leased diesel fuel-powered non-road vehicles owned by, operated by or on behalf of, or leased by the city, and to repeal section 25-208 of such code relating to a report on variances and special permits.   
Proposed Int. No. 1317-A would repeal or amend six provisions of the Charter and Administrative Code requiring certain reports and studies. Such provisions would be repealed for the provision was waived by the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission. 
It would amend the following section of the Charter:
· Section 15(i)-(k) requires the Mayor’s Office of Operations to annually publish a report detailing agency compliance with local laws 126, 127, and 128 of 2016.  When the LLs first passed, the report had relevance because agencies were generally not compliant with the LLs. However, now that the report has existed for several years, agencies are much more likely to be in compliance with the LLs because their forms now largely have the fields required by LL 126, 127, and 128, and new forms are relatively rare. Therefore, the reports do not change much from year to year. For 2024, more than 70+ forms were received by the Mayor’s Office of Operations and only 18 were deemed eligible for updating. This local law would change the reporting requirement from annually to biennial. No information would be lost. 
It would repeal the following sections of the Administrative Code:
· Section 19-184 requires the Department of Transportation to produce a roadway safety plan. DOT’s Vision Zero Pedestrian Safety Action Plans, published in 2015 and 2019, fulfil the requirements of this law. The information this report calls for is also duplicated in the comprehensive study of pedestrian fatalities and serious injuries from Ad Code §19-182 from 2008 and NYC Streets Plan required by Ad Code §19-199.1 passed in 2019.
· Section 19-180 requires the Department of Transportation to report on performance indicators as part of a city mobility report. The brand new publicly accessible Traffic Information Management System completely digitizes and makes available at all times the mobility report required by LL 23/2008. In addition, there are also a variety of other sources that also look at mobility above and beyond the digitized mobility report. The information contained within this report can also be found in the Mayor’s Management Report, the Mobility in the City Today section of the Streets Plan required by Ad Code 19-199.1 NYC Bridge & Screenline Traffic Volumes Dashboard, Cycling in the City Report, the vehicle volume dashboard, Open Data products, and the soon to be publicly accessible Traffic Information Management System will further duplicate the contents of the report.
· Section 19-183(c) requires the Department of Transportation to report on the number of requests for changes in traffic flow on city streets. The list has not been the subject of public inquiries since its original publication in 2020. The Department’s Traffic Engineering & Planning (TEP) staff currently track all one-way conversion requests internally and will continue to do so even if the list were not published. In absence of the published list, we feel we can adequately respond to specific inquiries from electeds and the public about street direction conversions when they arise.
· Section 25-208 establishes a reporting requirement for the number of variances and special permits issued in each fiscal year. The BSA, a public hearing body, had to adapt to the rapidly changing landscape during the COVID-19 pandemic. This required the digitization of our application filings, hearing notices, public hearings, and payment processing. This digitization effort allowed BSA to dynamically enhance its website to digitally provide the world of BSA information to current and prospective applicants, sister agencies, neighboring property owners and opposition groups, community boards, and other interested parties. This information is entirely available through the BSA’s participation in OpenData and on our website.
· Section 24-163.3(g) requires a report on the use of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and best available retrofit technology by the City's owned or leased diesel fuel-powered non-road vehicles. All non-road are all retrofitted with Tier IV or are OEM equipment and have been using ULSDF almost since the inception of the law.
Res. No. 933

Resolution approving the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission’s determination recommending waiver or partial waivers of six reporting requirements that was communicated to the City Council on December 23, 2024.
Res No 933 would approve the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission’s determination recommending waiver or partial waivers of six reporting requirements that was communicated to the City Council on December 23, 2024. As a result, the reports would cease to be required by law.
By passing this resolution, the Council would be exercising its authority under Section 1113 of the Charter to approve or disapprove each waiver determination made by the RARBC. 
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to amend and rescind certain reporting requirements selected for waiver by the report and advisory board review commission, to repeal section 19-180 of such code relating to a performance indicators city mobility report, to repeal subdivision c of section 19-183 of such code relating to the number of requests for changes in traffic flow, to repeal section 19-184 of such code relating to an interagency roadway safety plan, to repeal subdivision g of section 24-163.3 of such code relating to a report on the use of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and best available retrofit technology by the city’s owned or leased diesel fuel-powered non-road vehicles owned by, operated by or on behalf of, or leased by the city, and to repeal section 25-208 of such code relating to a report on variances and special permits
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1

Section 1. Paragraph 4 of subdivision i of section 15 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 76 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
4. Beginning no later than [six months after the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, and annually] October 29, 2017, and biennially thereafter, the office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall conduct a review of all forms issued by the agencies described in paragraph 1 of this subdivision and any other agencies so designated by the mayor that: collect demographic information addressing the questions contained on the survey form, are completed by persons seeking services and contain content [and/or] or language in relation to collecting such information that is within the administering city agency's authority to edit or amend. The office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall submit to the council, within 60 days of such review, a list of all forms reviewed and all forms eligible for updating, and for forms not eligible for updating an explanation of why such forms are not eligible for updating, and indicate which forms shall be updated. When practicable, when such forms are updated they shall request voluntary responses to questions about ancestry and languages spoken. All forms identified as eligible for updating during the review required pursuant to this paragraph shall be updated to invite responses to questions about ancestry and languages spoken no later than [five years from the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision] October 29, 2022. All forms not eligible for updating shall be provided in conjunction with the standardized, anonymous and voluntary demographics information survey form as established by paragraph 1 of subdivision i of this section.
§ 2. Paragraph 2 of subdivision j of section 15 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 76 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
2. Beginning no later than [six months after the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, and annually] October 29, 2017, and biennially thereafter, the office of operations, or an office or agency designated by the mayor, shall conduct a review of all forms issued by the agencies described in paragraph 1 of this subdivision and any other agencies so designated by the mayor that: collect demographic information addressing the questions contained on the survey form, are completed by persons seeking services and contain content [and/or] or language in relation to collecting such information that is within the administering city agency's authority to edit or amend. The office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall submit to the council, within 60 days of such review, a list of all forms reviewed and all forms eligible for updating, and for forms not eligible for updating an explanation of why such forms are not eligible for updating, and indicate which forms shall be updated. When practicable, the office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall ensure that when such forms are updated they shall request voluntary responses to questions about multiracial ancestry or ethnic origin. All forms identified as eligible for updating during the review required pursuant to this paragraph shall be updated to invite responses to questions about multiracial ancestry or ethnic origin no later than [five years from the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision] October 29, 2022. All forms not eligible for updating shall be provided in conjunction with the standardized, anonymous and voluntary demographics information survey form as established by paragraph 1 of subdivision j of this section
§ 3. Paragraph 4 of subdivision k of section 15 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 76 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
4. Beginning no later than [six months after the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision, and annually] October 29, 2017, and biennially thereafter, the office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall conduct a review of all forms issued by the agencies described in paragraph 1 of this subdivision and any other agencies so designated by the mayor that: collect demographic information addressing the questions contained on the survey form, are completed by persons seeking services and contain content [and/or] or language in relation to collecting such information that is within the administering city agency's authority to edit or amend. The office of operations, or the office or agency designated by the mayor, shall submit to the council within 60 days of such review, a list of all forms reviewed and all forms eligible for updating, and for forms not eligible for updating an explanation of why such forms are not eligible for updating, and indicate which forms shall be updated. When practicable, when such forms are updated they shall request voluntary responses to questions about sexual orientation, including heterosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual or asexual status, or other; gender identity, including transgender, cisgender and intersex status or other; and the gender pronoun or pronouns that an individual identifies with and that others should use when talking to or about that individual. All forms identified as eligible for updating during the review required pursuant to this paragraph shall be updated to invite responses to questions about sexual orientation, gender identity and the gender pronoun or pronouns that an individual identifies with and that others should use when talking to or about that individual no later than [five years from the effective date of the local law that added this subdivision] October 29, 2022. All forms not eligible for updating shall be provided in conjunction with the standardized, anonymous and voluntary demographics information survey form as established by paragraph 1 of subdivision k of this section.
§ 4. Section 19-180 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 5. Subdivision c of section 19-183 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 6. Section 19-184 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 7. Subdivision g of section 24-163.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 8. Subdivisions h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o, and p of section 24-163.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York are redesignated subdivisions g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, and o, respectively.
§ 9. Subdivision k of section 24-163.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 38 for the year 2015 and redesignated by section eight of this local law, is amended to read as follows:
k. Any finding or waiver made or issued pursuant to paragraph one or paragraph three of subdivision [j] i of this section shall expire after one hundred eighty days, at which time the requirements of paragraph two of subdivision b and paragraph two of subdivision c of this section shall be in full force and effect unless the city agency renews the finding, in writing, and the commissioner approves such finding, in writing, or the commissioner renews the waiver, in writing.
§ 10. Section 25-208 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED.
§ 11. Sections 25-209 and 25-210 of the administrative code of the city of New York are redesignated as section 25-208 and 25-209, respectively.
§ 12. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Res. No. 933

..Title
Resolution approving the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission’s determination recommending waiver or partial waivers of six reporting requirements that was communicated to the City Council on December 23, 2024.
..Body

By Council Member Restler

Whereas, On November 2, 2010, the voters of the City of New York approved a series of revisions to the New York City Charter, including the addition of section 1113, which established the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission (RABRC); and
Whereas, Pursuant to section 1113, the RABRC has the power and duty to review all requirements in the New York City Charter, the Administrative Code of the City of New York and the unconsolidated local laws of the City of New York mandating the issuance of reports by public agencies, officers or employees; and
Whereas, Under section 1113, the RABRC also has the power, subject to the approval of the City Council, to waive any such reporting requirement and thereby cause the relevant report to cease to be required by law; and
Whereas, Section 1113 provides that, following a determination by the RABRC to waive any reporting requirement, the City Council may approve or disapprove such determination by the affirmative vote of a majority of all the Council Members; and
Whereas, Section 1113 further provides that any such disapproval by the Council shall be final unless the Mayor files a written veto of the Council’s action, which may be overridden by a two-thirds vote of all the Council Members; and
Whereas, On December 23, 2024, the RABRC made determinations to waive or partially waive the following six reporting requirements: the Interagency Safety Plan as required by §19-184 of the administrative code of the city of New York; the NYC Mobility Report as required by §19-180 of the administrative code of the city of New York; the Report on the number of requests for changes in traffic flow as required by §19-183(c) of the administrative code of the city of New York; the Report on Variances and Special Permits in the Fiscal Year as required by §25-208(a)-(b) of the administrative code of the city of New York; the Report on Agency Compliance with LLs 126, 127 and 128 of 2016 as required by §15(i)-(k) of the New York city charter; and the Use of Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel and Best Available Retrofit Technology by the City’s owned or leased Diesel Fuel-Powered non-road Vehicles Report as required by §24-163.3(g) of the administrative code of the city of New York; 
Whereas, On December 23, 2024, the RABRC communicated such determinations to the City Council by submitting a written statement of each determination along with the rationale therefor; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York approves the Report and Advisory Board Review Commission’s determination recommending waiver or partial waivers of six reporting requirements that was communicated to the City Council on December 23, 2024.
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