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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Good morning,

          3  opening up the Land Use Subcommittee on Disposition

          4  and Concessions.

          5                 We are going to open up Item L.U.

          6  Number 108, Council Member Lopez.

          7                 Anyone to speak on that particular

          8  item?

          9                 Closing the Item, L.U. 108.   She is

         10  here to speak on L.U. 108.

         11                 Mary can you come to the mic?  Mary,

         12  you have two minutes.

         13                 MS. SPINK:  Thank you very much.  I

         14  will be very brief because it looks like you have a

         15  very long agenda.

         16                 My name is Mary Spink, I am the

         17  Executive Director of the Lower East Side People's

         18  Mutual Housing Association.  We are the developer

         19  and sponsoring agent of the project before you

         20  today.              Our organization is currently

         21  one of the youngest, founded in 1990, and smallest,

         22  currently 424 residential and 15 commercial units,

         23  housing development organizations in the City of New

         24  York.  Our primary mission is to provide and

         25  preserve affordable housing in New York City.  Our
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          2  founders had huge dreams, and laid the ground work

          3  for preservation by signing a 99 year regulatory

          4  agreement on our first 20 buildings.

          5                 The most difficult part of the

          6  equation is providing new housing that is

          7  affordable, and that is the reason I am before you

          8  today.

          9                 Our current project, Diversity

         10  Houses, consists of two separate buildings which

         11  will contain a total of 44 residential units, two

         12  ground- floor community usage spaces.  Each building

         13  will have a laundry, a resident community room with

         14  outdoor recreation space, and a green roof, which

         15  will enable the residents to grow food and flowers,

         16  and also have a wonderful outdoor space for

         17  recreation.

         18                 The apartments are a mix of 15

         19  percent of the total units going to residents at or

         20  below 30 percent of area median income, and the

         21  remaining 85 percent of the units going to residents

         22  at or below 50 percent of area median income.

         23                 My organization is committed to

         24  producing as many units as quickly as possible

         25  within the constraints of available resources.
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          2                 To preserve what we create for the

          3  long term, we are designing and building the most

          4  energy efficient, cost effective housing possible.

          5  Our commitment to long- term affordability is total,

          6  although this project is funded by New York State

          7  Housing Trust Fund and low income tax credits that

          8  will have a possible long- term use agreement of 50

          9  years, LESHMA is committed to not only purchase the

         10  project at the end of the 15 year tax credit period,

         11  but to extend the guaranteed affordability to the 99

         12  years that we already have.

         13                 I have included in your package just

         14  about everything you could think of to explain the

         15  project, the energy parts of it, and I would hope

         16  that you will think of this, even though it is

         17  small, as important as we do.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you.

         19                 Anyone else to speak on Item L.U.

         20  108?

         21                 No one to speak on that item, closing

         22  that particular item.

         23                 Opening Item L.U. Number 226, Council

         24  Member Perkins.  We are leaving that item open, and

         25  we are going to continue to the next item, which is
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          2  Item L.U. Number 229, Council Member Gonzalez.

          3                 Anyone to speak on that particular

          4  item?

          5                 Closing the item.

          6                 Opening up Item L.U. Number 234,

          7  which will be laid over until tomorrow, Council

          8  Member Katz.  We are having a hearing.

          9                 We are opening up Item L.U. 234, we

         10  have several speakers on that item.  We are leaving

         11  that particular item open.

         12                 Opening up Item L.U. 125, Council

         13  Member Jackson and Council Member Perkins.

         14                 Anyone to speak on that item?

         15                 Closing that particular item.

         16                 Opening up Item L.U. 138, Council

         17  Member Dilan. There were several issues with this

         18  particular item, and most if not all, of Council

         19  Member Dilan's concerns were addressed.

         20                 Anyone to speak on that item?

         21                 Closing the particular item.

         22                 Opening up Item L.U. 166, Council

         23  Member Foster.

         24                 Anyone to speak on the item?

         25                 Closing the item.
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          2                 Item L.U. 169, Council Member Vann.

          3                 Anyone to speak on that item?

          4                 Closing the particular item.

          5                 Opening up Item L.U. 172, Council

          6  Member Boyland.

          7                 Anyone to speak on that item?

          8                 Closing the particular item.

          9                 Item L.U. 173, Council Member Barron.

         10                 Anyone to speak on that item?

         11                 Closing the particular item.

         12                 Opening up Item L.U. 178, L.U. 187,

         13  L.U. 188, Council Member Barron.

         14                 Anyone to speak on that item?

         15                 Closing the particular item.

         16                 Opening up Item L.U. 192, Council

         17  Member Serrano.

         18                 Anyone to speak?

         19                 Closing the particular item.

         20                 Opening up L.U. 193, Council Member

         21  Boyland.

         22                 Anyone to speak on that item?

         23                 Closing the particular item.

         24                 Opening up Item L.U. 194 and L.U.

         25  195, Council Member Barron.
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          2                 Anyone to speak?

          3                 Closing the particular items.

          4                 With the exception of L.U. Number

          5  226, and L.U. Number 234, I recommend an aye vote on

          6  the items that were opened and closed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  As per the

         13  recommendation of the Chair, I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:   Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of six in

         19  the affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         20  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

         21  and referred to the Full Committee.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  We are going

         23  to hear speakers for L.U. 234, Council Member Katz.

         24                 Do we have Ms. Hossain and Horsch,

         25  Director of Intergovernment Affair for the
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          2  Department of Transportation, and the Director of

          3  Engineering Review, Department of Transportation?

          4                 And, you are speaking in favor or

          5  opposed?

          6                 MS. HORSCH:  In favor.

          7                 MR. HOSSAIN:  In favor.

          8                 In favor, it is not marked.

          9                 MS. HORSCH:  Good afternoon, Chairman

         10  Martinez and members of the Planning, Dispositions

         11  and Concessions Subcommittee.

         12                 My name is Andra Horsch, and I am the

         13  Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at the New

         14  York City Department of Transportation.

         15                 With me here today, is Abul Hossain

         16  the Director of Engineering Review in DOT's division

         17  of bridges.

         18                 Thank you for the opportunity to be

         19  here today to discuss DOT's ULURP application to

         20  amend the City map regarding the Andrews Avenue

         21  Bridge.

         22                 The existing Andrews Avenue Bridge is

         23  attached to a private building, and is currently

         24  mapped as private property.  The Bridge has been

         25  used by the public for many decades, and while the
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          2  City does not own the Bridge, DOT has in fact, been

          3  maintaining it. Moreover at this point in time, the

          4  Bridge is in dire need of reconstruction.  The new

          5  bridge will be wider and will conform to all current

          6  design standards.  The ULURP application before this

          7  Committee today amends the City map to include

          8  Andrews Avenue, including the Bridge, between 58th

          9  Street and 79th Place (SIC)/60th Road.

         10                 This application will also allow DOT

         11  to acquire a small portion of land, approximately

         12  300 square feet, to enable us to build a smooth

         13  street that conforms to geometric design standards.

         14                 In addition, the application will

         15  also authorize DOT to de- map a portion of 58th

         16  Street between 60th Street and Arnold Avenue.  This

         17  portion of the street was mapped, but never built.

         18  In fact, a stadium and lumber yard currently exist

         19  where any road would ever be built.

         20                 Therefore, as part of this

         21  application, and at the request of the City Planning

         22  Commission, we are seeking to de- map this street to

         23  reflect the exact situation as it currently exists.

         24                 In conclusion, we are seeking the

         25  Council's support of this ULURP application which
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          2  will do much to improve the existing area and

          3  Bridge.

          4                 Thank you for the opportunity to be

          5  here today, and we will be happy to answer any

          6  questions at this time.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you.

          8                 Question from Council Member Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Who is the

         10  current owner of this property now?

         11                 MS. HORSCH:  The current of which

         12  section?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:   Yes, it says

         14  of the Bridge and the street, it says mapped

         15  private, is there actually a private owner or is

         16  that just a--.

         17                 MR. HORSCH:  Well, the Bridge itself

         18  I think the former owner abandoned decades and

         19  decades ago.  So, I do not think we know who the

         20  current--.

         21                 MR. HOSSAIN:  Yes, we have this

         22  Bridge very close to the building, and it was not

         23  mapped but the DOT Bridges has been maintaining the

         24  bridge for I believe 30 years or more.  So, and at

         25  this point the Bridge is in a bad shape, so we have
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          2  to re-hab the Bridge and then the question of the

          3  ownership and this came up, so we said we have to

          4  map this Bridge, and we should be continuing to re-

          5  hab and maintain the Bridge in the future.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  So, this

          7  change would just seek to reflect the reality.

          8  There is no owner saying, "hey, that is my-- ".

          9                 MS. HORSCH:  Apparently, we did not

         10  realize the ownership until we started looking into

         11  it for the reconstruction purposes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Okay, thank

         13  you.

         14                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Any other

         16  question from any members?

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 L.U. 234, which we just heard the

         19  testimony for, will be laid over for a vote tomorrow

         20  at 9:45.

         21                 We are now going to hear testimony

         22  for L.U. 226, Council Member Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Let me just

         24  thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         25                 I am not going to say anything too
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          2  much right now but this is a very important project,

          3  it has a lot of issues involved that we will try to

          4  address, that would speak; A. To the needs of the

          5  community, and not just the immediate community, but

          6  this an historic site so it has value for beyond the

          7  immediate community and in that respect it has great

          8  value for the people of the City of New York.  Not

          9  just as a place to visit but also from an

         10  architectural and preservationist point of view, and

         11  so we want to make sure that those values are upheld

         12  with as much integrity as possible, and then of

         13  course, if there is a substantial amount of money

         14  that is available, at a time when money is not so

         15  readily available, so this has been an important

         16  project.  I want to thank all that have invested

         17  their time and energy to make it as compatible as

         18  possible, and would urge that everybody please put

         19  on the record their concerns so they can be complete

         20  as possible, whether or not you agree with me.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 I am going to call up Joseph Avery,

         25  and the members of the National Park Services.
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          2                 Please identify yourself and you each

          3  have two minutes.

          4                 MS. CLEAVER:  Chairman Martinez, I am

          5  Jane Cleaver, Chief of Parklands, New York City

          6  Parks and Recreation.   And, I am here today with

          7  members of the Park staff, Allison Weingard

          8  (phonetic) our Director of Intergovernment

          9  Relations, Nancy Harvey (phonetic) our Associate

         10  Counsel, and K.C. Saul, Administrator of Riverside

         11  Park.

         12                 I am here to testify in favor of

         13  ULURP application C 030331 MEM, submitted by the New

         14  York City Parks and Recreation, and National Park

         15  Service.

         16                 Our application proposes to map and

         17  convey two permanent easements in Riverside Park

         18  comprising .88 acres that are located between Henry

         19  Hudson Parkway and Riverside Drive East, north of

         20  West 122nd Street.

         21                 The National Park Service owns and

         22  operates the General Grant National Memorial, which

         23  contains the remains of President Ulysses S. Grant

         24  and his wife.  The impetus for this ULURP

         25  application dates to a 1991 request from the
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          2  National Park Service to New York City Parks and

          3  Recreation to grant permanent easements to allow

          4  them to perform maintenance work on City parkland in

          5  conjunction with the National Memorial.

          6                 Having a real estate interest in City

          7  land will allow the Park Service to spend federal

          8  funds to make improvement to the granite plaza and

          9  steps around the Memorial and to an out of- service

         10  City park pavilion n Riverside Drive West for

         11  visitors services.  The restored pavilion will

         12  benefit park users and community residents at such

         13  events as JazzMobile concerts, Harlem Week, as well

         14  as visitors to the National Memorial.

         15                 State enabling legislation permitting

         16  the City to grant permanent easements for this

         17  construction and operation of public facilities in

         18  conjunction with the Memorial was obtained in

         19  Chapter 165, the Laws of the State of New York,

         20  2000.

         21                 The open air pavilion on Riverside

         22  Drive West is a 1910 historic structure that is part

         23  of a series of viewing loggias constructed along the

         24  river at scenic locations.

         25                 As you can see by the pictures, and
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          2  we have pictures that are going around, the pavilion

          3  is currently in a severe state of deterioration, and

          4  has been out of service many years.  Granting the

          5  Park Service an easement that encompasses the

          6  pavilion would provide for the historic restoration

          7  of the structure and return it to public use.

          8                 The National Park system has a one-

          9  year federal funding allocation for an historic

         10  restoration of the open air pavilion which expires

         11  on September 30, 2004 to do an historic restoration

         12  of the pavilion.

         13                 At street level, the pavilion will

         14  remain an open air viewing platform providing

         15  access, at the street, in order for users with

         16  opportunities to view the adjacent river.  Their

         17  contract will also renovate the public bathrooms at

         18  the lower level of the structure and provide

         19  handicapped access to them.  The Park Service is

         20  required to encumber the $1.4 million allocation to

         21  repair the pavilion structure by September 30th, or

         22  the funds will be reallocated away from the

         23  Manhattan Sites division of the National Park

         24  Service.

         25                 Finally, there has been recent

                                                            18

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  discussion with the local councilman, community

          3  residents, the Park Service and New York City Parks

          4  and Recreation staff about connecting Grants Tomb

          5  for handicap access to and from the restored

          6  pavilion.  To facilitate this connection, New York

          7  City Parks and Recreation has committed to

          8  constructing a sidewalk on the perimeter of parkland

          9  on the eastern edge of Riverside Drive West,

         10  opposite the pavilion. This will allow for

         11  continuous at grade access from the tomb to the

         12  newly restored facilities in the pavilion.  And,

         13  there is a letter from Borough Commissioner, Bill

         14  Castro, making that commitment in writing to

         15  construct the sidewalk concurrent with this project.

         16  So, there will be curb cut to curb cut access from

         17  the pavilion over to the tombside, and a continuous

         18  at grade access for disabled people.

         19                 New York City Parks and Recreation

         20  believes that this joint venture with the National

         21  Park Service to provide maintenance and restoration

         22  for portions of city parkland by the National Park

         23  Service will provide a great public benefit and

         24  bring much needed federal dollars to this section of

         25  Manhattan.
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          2                 We, therefore, urge the Land Use Sub-

          3  Committee on Planning, Dispositions and Concessions

          4  to approve the mapping of the permanent easements

          5  adjacent to Grant's Tomb so that maintenance and

          6  restoration of this important area can proceed.

          7                 And I am here with Superintendent of

          8  Manhattan Sites, Joe Avery, and he will introduce

          9  his staff.

         10                 MR. AVERY:  Joe Avery, Superintendent

         11  Manhattan Sites.

         12                 I am happy to be here and I want to

         13  thank the Committee for inviting us here, and I

         14  consider it to be a privilege to be able to give you

         15  a brief history of this project.

         16                 This project got started somewhere

         17  around 1994.  We went through years of hearings, and

         18  finally in 1996, we passed a completed a general

         19  management plan, which shows that the pavilion will

         20  be used as a visitor contact area, including rest

         21  rooms, which will be below ground level.

         22                 The Tomb, the relationship between

         23  the pavilion and the Tomb, Grant's Tomb, was built

         24  in 1897, and the pavilion was built in 1910 to

         25  provide support for this site, which has a heavier
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          2  visitation than the Statue at any other place in New

          3  York at that time.  Sometime around the 50's, or

          4  1960, the City closed the rest room facility, and it

          5  has not been opened since, and as we all know by

          6  now, it is in a state of severe deterioration.

          7                 In order to enhance the quality of

          8  life at this National site, we have been seeking for

          9  a period of seven straight years, to ascertain

         10  funding to be able to rehabilitate this magnificent

         11  structure.

         12                 We finally received the money in the

         13   '04 Budget, the money must be committed by the end

         14  of September of 2004, which is this fiscal year.  If

         15  the money is not obligated, by contract, by then,

         16  the money will be take back and given to some other

         17  park, in some other city in America.

         18                 We feel that we must exert all of the

         19  authority as the Northeast Region to keep that

         20  money, and spend that money in the New York City, in

         21  able to support the 85,000 people who annually visit

         22  Grant's Tomb.

         23                 The restoration project will be in

         24  accordance with the Secretary Standards.

         25                 The design, there has been some
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          2  questions which came up in regards to the design, in

          3  particular, the elevator.  We have talked to the

          4  engineers, we have talked to our people, we have

          5  done a quick assessment of the impact that would be

          6  if we move the elevator eastwardly.  That is, from

          7  the northwest end to the northeast end, and I want

          8  the record to show this issue and our response, and

          9  I want you to please put this in the record, this is

         10  addressing the elevator question, so I would like to

         11  have that as part of the record.

         12                 I also would like to have as part of

         13  the record a letter to me from the shipper

         14  (phonetic) stating that there would be, and our

         15  agreement that there would be negative impact of

         16  this project.

         17                 I would also like to show for the

         18  record the letter to Ms. Katz, from me, which

         19  summarizes some of what I have said here, and also

         20  shows the drawing.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 This project has to do with competing

         23  within the National Parks Service system of 385

         24  different sites on an annual basis.  For seven

         25  consecutive years, the Park Service being in a
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          2  situation where it has $5 billion deficit on

          3  maintenance projects within these 385 sites, and we

          4  scuffled and worked hard to get that money into New

          5  York, and for us to be remiss enough to allow that

          6  money to go somewhere else, I think it would be an

          7  embarrassment upon this City.  And, may I also

          8  remind everyone that several years ago there was a

          9  proposal to move Grant's Tomb from New York to Ohio.

         10    It was passed by the Illinois legislature, and

         11  then we was motivated by that, and many of us

         12  promised at that time that we would all we could do,

         13  and all within our power, and all that we could get

         14  others to do to preserve, protect, and enhance this

         15  site.               The new site at the pavilion

         16  would have 24 hours of security, which means that I

         17  would have to increase Manhattan's Sites budget by

         18  $187 a year in order to support that project.  Now,

         19  this is not asking the City for money, this is money

         20  that we are asking the National Park Service for, to

         21  spend in New York to be able to provide enhanced

         22  comfort and quality of life for local visitors, city

         23  visitors, national visitors, and international

         24  visitors.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Mr. Avery?
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          2                 MR. AVERY:  Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Do you mean

          4  $187,000?

          5                 MR. AVERY:  Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  You said $187

          7  hundred.

          8                 MR. AVERY:  Oh no, I am sorry.  No we

          9  could not rent it for that.  You would not want us

         10  to rent your site.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  I just want

         12  the record to reflect that you increased your budget

         13  $187,000.

         14                 MR. AVERY:  $187,000, yes.  There has

         15  to be maintenance, there has to be law enforcement,

         16  there has to be security, there has to be at least

         17  two rangers, there has to be a seven day operation.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you.

         20                 We have a question from Council

         21  Member Perkins.

         22                 MR. AVERY:  Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Just want to

         24  be clear with regard to the pavilion and the, there

         25  has been some concerns raised by the community with
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          2  regard to the possibility that it will, at some

          3  point, be enclosed in a glass structure, and I would

          4  like, my understanding from my discussions with you

          5  is that that will not happen.  And, for the record,

          6  I would like you to say that so that we are all

          7  confident that that will never happen.

          8                 MR. AVERY:  Right, for the record, on

          9  April 13th of '04, as part of the ULURP process,

         10  there was a meeting, a hearing, in front of the

         11  Community Board 9, or at Community Board 9.  At that

         12  time the issue came about, at the Park Service

         13  Committee, that it would not be enclosed.  Our plans

         14  up until that date was to, in fact, enclose the

         15  site, which would have given us more space.  We

         16  agreed that we would not close the site.

         17                 On April 15th of '04, Community Board

         18  voted unanimously to support this Park Service

         19  project, this Community Project, this National

         20  Project if the Park Service agreed that it would not

         21  enclose that site.

         22                 It was a condition, when this

         23  process, when the proposal went before the Borough

         24  President, Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough

         25  President, Virginia Fields, they approved the
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          2  project, with the condition that it would not be

          3  enclosed.

          4                 Park Service has no plans to enclose

          5  the site.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  I am glad

          7  that you put that on the record.

          8                 There are other aspects of this that

          9  I would just, for the record, for you to share,

         10  particularly I am concerned, there is some concern

         11  about the curb cuts, and the plans for the access.

         12                 What are you going to be doing that

         13  sort of compliments what the Parks Department or

         14  what the Parks Department is doing that compliments

         15  what you are doing?  Just want to--.

         16                 MR. AVERY:  I will let the State of

         17  Parks and Recreation who is represented here today,

         18  I will let the Riverhead manager speak to that

         19  issue.

         20                 So far as the Parks Service is

         21  concerned, the Parks Service did have plans, as part

         22  of the original plans, to provide these curb cuts.

         23  But let me just say that the Parks Service and the

         24  City Parks Department has been working mutually,

         25  cooperatively over the last eight years on this
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          2  project.  So, we have talked together about every

          3  aspect of this park, but K.C., you can answer that

          4  question in regards to --.

          5                 MS. CLEAVER:  Yes, I am going to

          6  introduce K.C. Sahl who is our Riverside Park

          7  Administrator, who has the requirements contract

          8  that will be building the pavement by New York City

          9  Parks, and I will let him speak about matching the

         10  curb cuts.

         11                 MR. SAHL:  Currently we are in the

         12  process of developing a requirements contract

         13  specifications, for a project that we will be able

         14  to start this winter where we will be able to put in

         15  a sidewalk that will run along the eastern, excuse

         16  me, the southeastern section of the teardrop- shaped

         17  island where Grant's Tomb sits.  This will have a

         18  curb cut that will then match with a possible

         19  crosswalk, that will then have a crosswalk on the

         20  eastern side of Riverside Drive in order to access

         21  this pavilion.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Council

         23  member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you,

         25  no more questions as far as I am concerned.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Any other

          3  member, questions?

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 MR. SAHL:  Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  We are going

          7  to call Mr. Simeon Bronkoff, Bankoff, Blackoff.

          8                 Would you please identify yourself

          9  and your organization, if any, and you have two

         10  minutes.

         11                 MR. BANKOFF:  My name is Simeon

         12  Bankoff.  I am the Executive Director of the

         13  Historic Districts Council.

         14                 I would like to thank you for the

         15  opportunity to comment on this project today.  I

         16  would especially like to thank Council Member Bill

         17  Perkins, the National Park Service, and the New York

         18  City Parks Department for meeting with a concerned

         19  group of individuals last week on the site to

         20  discuss the project.

         21                 As the Council knows, it is always

         22  important to visit the site of a project to gain a

         23  better understanding of it, particularly on a

         24  project like this one, which is notably complex.

         25                 Let me begin with saying that the
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          2  Historic Districts Council is very excited to see

          3  the neglected 1910 viewing pavilion be restored for

          4  restoration.  This is an important project, and one

          5  that will benefit visitors to Riverside Park, not

          6  only with the proposed amenities of a rest station

          7  but with the physical presence of a restored

          8  historic building.

          9                 New York City's parks are a store

         10  house of wonderful, historic architecture, and so it

         11  is a good thing when one of these structures

         12  bequeathed to us by past generations is brought

         13  back.  In the restoration plans I saw at last weeks

         14  meeting, and just earlier in the Council Chambers,

         15  it appeared that a full stabilization restoration of

         16  the pavilion is planned, and that should be

         17  applauded.

         18                 Of concern, however, is that within

         19  the planning documents for the project, there had

         20  been a proposal for enclosing the open air pavilion

         21  in glass.  I am very pleased to hear that that will

         22  be, that we are confirmed that that idea has gone

         23  away.

         24                 The proposed elevator is, however,

         25  more problematic from the point of view of historic
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          2  appropriateness.  We understand, due to federal

          3  accessibility law, and the restricted land given to

          4  the Parks Service as part of the easement, that a

          5  ramp to the base of the pavilion is not feasible.

          6                 On our site visit, it had been

          7  discussed as had been discussed by previous

          8  speakers, that the elevator could be moved, possibly

          9  moved east of the pavilion, so that it is closer to

         10  Riverside Drive.  This repositioning would have less

         11  of a visual impact to the temple- like structure.

         12                 The impact on the historic structure

         13  would be further ameliorated if the elevator could

         14  somehow be further removed from the building.

         15                 Now, we understand that due to the

         16  reading of the ADA Law, that there are some problems

         17  with moving it to the northeast corner, rather than

         18  the northwest corner.  We would please just ask to

         19  continue to investigate that possibility.          Furthermore

         20  , there is some concerns that were just told to me

         21  by the National Parks Service about the potential

         22  sacrifice of historic fabric if that were to happen.

         23    It is my contention that actually that sacrifice

         24  of historic fabric would be less so than the affect,

         25  the visual affect on the protected historic

                                                            30

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  resource.

          3                 Finally, let me just state again,

          4  that the Historic Districts Council understands the

          5  position which the Parks Service finds itself in.

          6  We understand that the $1.4 million in restoration

          7  funds needs to be allocated by the end of September,

          8  and it is our greatest wish that the viewing

          9  pavilion be restored, and once again become part of

         10  the useful life of the park.

         11                 The intentions of both the Park

         12  Service and New York City Parks in this project,

         13  seem only to seek to benefit the Park by allocating

         14  what resources that exist to this worthy structure.

         15  And we applaud their well meaning impulse.

         16                 However, we must exercise caution

         17  that all legitimate concerns about handicapped

         18  accessibility, and protection of historic resources

         19  are properly and appropriately addressed before

         20  allowing this project to proceed.  Far better to do

         21  something right the first time then have to correct

         22  it later.

         23                 As the Council is no doubt aware,

         24  once this land is granted to the National Park

         25  Service, public oversight by this Body and other
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          2  municipal agencies such as the Art Commission and

          3  the Landmarks Commission lose much of its strength

          4  and becomes purely advisory.

          5                 Before this land is handed over, let

          6  us make certain that all the "t"s are crossed and

          7  the "i"s are dotted.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you, I

         10  have a question from Council Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  First, I

         12  want to thank you very much for all that you do with

         13  the Historic Districts Council, as well as just a

         14  plain good citizen of this City.

         15                 I am especially appreciative of the

         16  time and effort you gave this past week to help

         17  address some of the outstanding concerns with regard

         18  to this project, and I am especially appreciative of

         19  the creative suggestions that you made that, I

         20  think, helped all of us to come up with a proposal

         21  that addresses some significant problems that were

         22  brought out.

         23                 Two of which you make note in your

         24  testimony, both of which I believe have been

         25  addressed.  Number one, you make note of the plans
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          2  include an enclosure, and I believe you heard on the

          3  testimony that no such enclosure would be a part of

          4  this pavilion, am I correct?

          5                 MR. BANKOFF:  Indeed, and I would

          6  like to thank both the Park Service and City Parks

          7  for making that crystal clear.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay, and

          9  the second concern that you bring out, again an

         10  important contribution in helping us focus on that,

         11  is the lack of handicapped accessibility with regard

         12  to the Grant Tomb side of the project.  And, I

         13  think, you may have heard that a letter to me

         14  addressing that in a positive way, as well as all

         15  the testimony addressing that was provided, did you

         16  hear that?

         17                 MR. BANKOFF:  I did hear that, and I

         18  would like to compliment the Councilman as well as

         19  the various agencies on an innovative and very

         20  expedient solution.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay, now,

         22  last but not least of course, you recognize that the

         23  opportunity to move it

         24  from the northwest corner of the pavilion to the

         25  place that was suggested, I believe by you, and
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          2  others is not going to be a part of the plan.  I

          3  just want to make sure that we are all clear about

          4  what the plan is, and one of the issues, as you may

          5  know, is the question of the ADA accessibility issue

          6  and the fact that there is an historic entrance that

          7  is required to be modified in order for that

          8  alternative idea that you suggested to be

          9  implemented.

         10                 MR. BANKOFF:  I am aware that that is

         11  what is being discussed right now, with all due

         12  deference, I happen to personally believe that

         13  further study might be able to come to some

         14  solution. We have a situation here where we are

         15  going to be altering one historic, we are trying to

         16  balance the changes looking at it from a historic

         17  fabric point of view, are we going to sacrifice a

         18  little bit of historic fabric from a historic

         19  entrance, or are we going to, versus changing the

         20  entirety of the structure by placing the elevator

         21  where it is going to be placed, which is the

         22  northwest corner, I think has a much more

         23  deleterious effect on the historic resource than

         24  enlarging a historic entrance by two inches, is my

         25  understanding.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Okay.  Well,

          3  thank you for that explanation, again, I am glad

          4  that we had the opportunity to have the discussion.

          5  Not necessarily for the purpose of agreement, but at

          6  least for the purpose of airing our differences, and

          7  coming up with new perspectives on the ways in which

          8  this could be done as true to form, with as much

          9  integrity to the artistic structure as possible, but

         10  at the same time recognizing, I think in this case,

         11  that we are not purposely violating the structure in

         12  the sense of doing it in either in ignorance or

         13  doing it with some sort of belligerence or

         14  indifference.

         15                 I think that there has been, on

         16  everybody's part, an honest effort to try to

         17  reconcile, not only differences, but the needs of

         18  restoring the site, and at the same time get as

         19  close to preserving the integrity of the site as

         20  possible.

         21                 And, I want to thank you for your

         22  efforts in getting us closer than we were before.

         23                 MR. BANKOFF:  Thank you for all your

         24  hard work on this project, and again, I would like

         25  to thank all the parties involved.  I think that
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          2  there has been a very robust conversation that has

          3  led us towards the right path here.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Any other

          6  questions from members?

          7                 Before we continue with the hearing

          8  and other witnesses, I am going to call the roll on

          9  this particular item. Some members do have prior

         10  commitments.

         11                 Recommending an aye vote on L.U. 226,

         12  in Council Member Perkins district.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         14  Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         19  Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         22  Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Is it Michael

         25  Gotlee, or Gotlin?
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          2                 MR. GOTKIN:  Hi, my name is Michael

          3  Gotkin.

          4                 I am here representing the

          5  Morningside Heights Historic District Committee of

          6  which I am a co- founder, and this is an

          7  organization that has been an advocacy group for

          8  preservation and restoration of landmark

          9  architecture in the Morningside Heights

         10  neighborhood, of which this, Grant's Tomb is a part.

         11    And, we consider West Harlem, Morningside Heights

         12  a shared area.

         13                 Anyway, I have been involved with

         14  this project for many, many years, and as Mr. Avery

         15  pointed out, this project goes back many years.  It

         16  is rather surprising that many changes were made to

         17  this project just in the last few months, and I

         18  would like to credit Council Member Perkins for

         19  calling us up and causing these changes to be made.

         20  They are very important, that we get ADA access.

         21                 I am however, going to align my

         22  comments with Mr. Bankoff for the Historic Districts

         23  Council in that I do not accept that the resistance

         24  to move the elevator.

         25                 As a consultant on many historic
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          2  preservation projects, particularly landscape

          3  architecture projects, I was a designer with Central

          4  Park Conservancy for five years on historic

          5  resources.  I am convinced the elevator can be

          6  moved, can be tweaked to a slightly better location

          7  that will preserve the historic integrity of this

          8  structure.  I think what you are witnessing is

          9  resistance on the National Park Service because they

         10  are at 100 percent design, meaning they have done

         11  the drawings, they do not want to go back.  We face

         12  this in preservation all the time.  People never

         13  want to go back and re- visit designs.

         14                 I want to point something out on the

         15  plan but I also want to let you know one slight

         16  discrepancy in Mr. Avery's comments, which is that

         17  SHIPPO (phonetic), which is the state office of

         18  historic preservation, actually wrote to Mr. Avery

         19  and asked to reopen discussion of the pavilion to

         20  improve the design, and I have been authorized by

         21  SHIPPO to read the letter here.

         22                 Dear Mr. Avery,

         23                 I am writing at the suggestion of

         24  Steve Laise with whom I spoke about the comments we

         25  issued for your project at Grant's Tomb.

                                                            38

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 The New York State Historic

          3  Preservation Office (SHIPPO), has been contacted by

          4  the Landmark West Organization, which is another

          5  preservation advocacy organization, which expressed

          6  its concern over the design for the new elevator

          7  feature adjacent to the historic pergola.

          8                 Since Landmark West shares our mutual

          9  mission and interest in preserving and protecting

         10  New York's historic resources, I would like to

         11  reopen our discussion with your office to see if we

         12  can reach consensus on a design solution that meets

         13  your program objectives and minimizes impacts to the

         14  historic resources.

         15                 Mr. Laise was kind enough to make the

         16  referral to project manager, Mark Alexander, of the

         17  Denver Service Center and I have left a message for

         18  him.

         19                 I look forward to working with you

         20  both to see if we can address the concerns of our

         21  mutual preservation constituency.            Signed:

         22    Rick Lord, New York State Office of Parks,

         23  Recreation, and Historic Preservation.

         24                 However, the National Parks Service

         25  told Mr. Lord, similar to what they told you Council
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          2  Member Perkins, that the design is finished on this

          3  project and this is the proposal.

          4                 So, this project has now been

          5  referred to the National Advisory Council.  The

          6  National Advisory Council is a federal level of

          7  historic review.  It was hoped that we could work

          8  things out on a more informal level here in the

          9  City.  Once it goes to the National Advisory

         10  Council, that jeopardizes the funding, it causes a

         11  potential delay in the project.

         12                 That is really all I want to say

         13  about the project.            I just want to point

         14  to, I do not think anyone has shown you a map of the

         15  site.  I circled in red, the pavilion is over here,

         16  the Tomb is over here, they are adjacent to each

         17  other, however, to get from one to the other you

         18  have to go down a steep flight of stairs.  This is

         19  why, thanks to Council Member Perkins action and our

         20  mutual suggestions, the Parks Department is going to

         21  put in a wheelchair accessible ramp to the south of

         22  the site.

         23                 That said, I still believe, and this

         24  is for future discussion but since I did this, I

         25  figured I would show it, that the community, Grant's
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          2  Tomb, JazzMobile, et cetera would be better served

          3  by bathroom facilities on the level of the plaza.

          4  One of the requirements of ADA is universal

          5  accessibility, that wheelchairs and people without

          6  wheelchairs go through basically the same motions to

          7  get into a structure.  In this case, we are sending

          8  wheelchairs and people with canes and walkers on a

          9  long, long, long detour, whereas other people will

         10  be able to go right down the stairs.

         11                 So, I do believe this is a flawed

         12  proposal, however, I understand things have moved

         13  very far in the direction of using the pavilion.  I

         14  accept that.  I merely ask that we insist, along

         15  with the National Advisory Council and the state

         16  office of preservation, that the Park Service,

         17  whether they like it or not, re- visit the elevator

         18  and move it slightly away from the northwestern end.

         19    The reason why is because the best views from the

         20  pavilion are from the northwest.  That is where you

         21  see the Henry Hudson Bridge.  These views will be

         22  completely compromised if not occluded in totality

         23  by the elevator.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Let me just,
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          2  first of all again, thank you for your concern and

          3  your commitment.  I know you did a lot of work as a

          4  volunteer, as someone who is purely in love with the

          5  process and with the history and the architecture

          6  and the value that it has for New Yorkers, and

          7  people in general, and so for that, you are to be

          8  commended.

          9                 I also want to, for the record, make

         10  it clear it was not my idea.  It was your idea and

         11  the idea of the other advocates that ultimately

         12  resulted in the Parks, the New York City Parks

         13  Department, providing the complimentary handicapped

         14  accessible curb cut and related walkway.  And I

         15  think that is a victory for you, or something that

         16  you can take credit for in helping this project to

         17  become better than it originally was.

         18                 Clearly you are not satisfied, you

         19  are much more of a purist than perhaps we can

         20  accommodate in this particular project but, I think,

         21  that it is something that we should always not

         22  hesitate to put forward because it helps us think

         23  outside of the box, and it helps us begin to look at

         24  better ways of preserving these structures as not

         25  only physically but also in terms of the artistic
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          2  integrity, and I am still interested in the other

          3  ideas that you and others have put forward with

          4  regard to the City Parks side of the project.

          5                 So, it may be that somewhere along

          6  the line we can complete the design concepts that

          7  you had in such a way that they make sense and are

          8  affordable.

          9                 But, in any case, I want to thank you

         10  for your time and your energy and creativity in

         11  helping us move this project along the road further

         12  than it was when it began.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MR. GOTKIN:  Thank you Council Member

         15  Perkins.

         16                 May I ask one question, is that at

         17  all permitted?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Sure, not

         19  usually, we do not answer questions, we ask

         20  questions.

         21                 MR. GOTKIN:  Okay, may I make one

         22  statement then instead of a question?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Sure, you

         24  have 30 seconds.

         25                 MR. GOTKIN:  Okay, I would like it
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          2  for the record, someone to actually explicate why

          3  the elevator cannot be moved, we are talking about a

          4  few feet, to the east of where it is presently

          5  located.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Mr. Dowell,

          8  Mr. Garry, Kent and Ms. McClain.

          9                 Just please identify yourselves, and

         10  you each have two minutes, and we are going to

         11  really try to keep it to two minutes.

         12                 MR. DOWELL:  Yes, my name is Jim

         13  Dowell.  I am President of Riverside Park Fund, the

         14  non- profit support organization for Riverside Park.

         15                 We raised almost $2 million to

         16  maintain, restore, improve and provide programming

         17  for Riverside Park last year.  Our volunteers worked

         18  in the Park for almost 32,000 hours.  I represent

         19  5,000 Upper West Side families who care enough about

         20  Riverside Park to contribute financially to its

         21  well- being.

         22                 I am completing my ninth year as the

         23  Funds' Chief Executive Officer.  When I arrived in

         24  January of 1996, scaffolding had been erected in the

         25  viewing pavilion to the west of the General Grant
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          2  National Memorial to keep the roof from collapsing.

          3  The hope was that resources could be identified to

          4  restore this picturesque structure to its original

          5  appearance.  Although partial funding had been

          6  secured and forfeited once, because the required

          7  matching monies were not forthcoming, the goal of

          8  appropriate rehabilitation remained.  Today the

          9  scaffolding remains, the condition of the pavilion

         10  has deteriorated even more, it is an eyesore at

         11  best, a dangerous structure at worst.

         12                 When the National Park Service first

         13  expressed interest in rehabilitating the viewing

         14  pavilion, questions were raised by park users.

         15                 Would the scenic nature of the site

         16  be respected?            Would the integrity of the

         17  structure be preserved?            Would visual

         18  blight of one kind be substituted with unsightliness

         19  of another variety?

         20                 Who would provide the oversight for

         21  historical appropriateness, and would the needs of

         22  the adjacent Bird Sanctuary be respected?

         23                 Not only have the worst of those

         24  fears not been realized, but the plans which have

         25  developed by the National Park Service are both
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          2  sensitive and thoughtful, and should be welcomed.  We

          3  are particularly pleased that project oversight is

          4  being provided by the New York City Department of

          5  Parks and Recreation's preservation division, the

          6  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, New

          7  York State's Historic Preservation Officer, and the

          8  Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the

          9  Treatment of Historic Properties.

         10                 The restored Viewing Pavilion will be

         11  an asset to the neighborhood and to Riverside Park.

         12                 Both visitors to the General Grant

         13  National Memorial and users of Riverside Park will

         14  benefit from this project.  The Viewing Pavilion

         15  will not only be restored, it will find fresh

         16  purpose as well.

         17                 We urge that the required permanent

         18  easement be granted.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Yes, please

         21  identify yourself.

         22                 MS. KENT:  I did not really know

         23  whether I was next.

         24                 Carolyn Kent, I am representing here,

         25  Community Board 9, Manhattan, to ask that City
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          2  Council approve this application with the condition

          3  that emerged from our Public Hearing preceding the

          4  Board vote that, the overlook pavilion structure

          5  scheduled for rehabilitation to remain open and

          6  unenclosed at street level, and that its original

          7  intention to serve as an open air viewing platform

          8  be sustained.

          9                 Our condition responds to the

         10  National Park Service's long stated plan, re- stated

         11  in the EAS prepared in support of this ULURP

         12  application, to reduce this elegant, airy Greek

         13  memory to a glass enclosed "information and sales

         14  desk area." We want information and sales to remain

         15  in the lower level, and the serene turn of century

         16  overlook to remain unchanged.

         17                 The Borough President, sustaining our

         18  concern, approved the application with the condition

         19  the "the overlook pavilion structure remains open

         20  and unenclosed at street level."

         21                 The City Planning Commission chose to

         22  support our concern by a different sort of

         23  stipulation, affirming in its Report that:  The

         24  Department of Parks and Recreation, and the National

         25  Park Service will include a clause in the easement
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          2  transfer agreement stating that the Community Board

          3  will be afforded opportunity to review plans for any

          4  further development at this location.

          5                 Here we note the urgent and evident

          6  need for this stipulation in that already, even

          7  prior to passage of the easement, the National Park

          8  Service claims 100 percent completion of final

          9  design drawings for a very visible elevator which

         10  have never been presented for review to CB 9.

         11                 CB 9 cares greatly about both Tomb

         12  and pavilion sites: The heritage, the expressive

         13  benches created through a public art project, the

         14  JazzMobile, the broad, open river vistas from the

         15  high plateau.

         16            We ask City Council to add its voice to

         17  this joint effort to secure through ULURP, the

         18  structural intention of the open air pavilion as

         19  well as CB 9's opportunity to review design plans

         20  for this location.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MR. GARRY:  My name is Johnnie Garry.

         23    I am here as production coordinator for

         24  JazzMobile.

         25                 We have been doing concerts at
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          2  Grant's Tomb at least over 20- something years.

          3                 I would just like to say I would like

          4  to see bathrooms there.  It would be nice,

          5  accessible for everybody, instead of what they use

          6  now.  But, that is really what I came to vote for

          7  that, that is all I came for.

          8                 Okay?  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Hey, it is

         10  cool by me.

         11                 MR. GARRY:  Okay.  How have you been?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  It is good to

         13  see you.  Thank you for coming by.

         14                 Thank all of you for coming by.

         15                 MR. GARRY:  Thank you, okay.

         16                 MS. BAILEY- MCCLAIN:  Good afternoon,

         17  and thank you for inviting me to this hearing.

         18                 My name is Savona Bailey- McClain.  I

         19  am the President and Executive Director of the West

         20  Harlem Art Fund.  I am also a member of Community

         21  Planning Board 9.

         22                 I am here to support National Park

         23  Service, and their plans for the pavilion.  And

         24  though I do respect the concerns of community

         25  residents regarding the architectural integrity of
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          2  the pavilion, I believe that we must look at the

          3  usage, and I must repeat again, the usage of the

          4  pavilion and how it deals with modern needs.

          5                 We can successfully marry all of

          6  these needs within the current infrastructure of

          7  that pavilion.

          8                 This effort also addresses

          9  educational, economic and cultural tourism needs.

         10  Many schools groups and tourist groups come by Grant

         11  Tomb.  Thousands of people visit Grant's Tomb every

         12  year, including bikers that just ride along

         13  Riverside Drive.  And to deprive them of provisions,

         14  it is really unfair to our community, which is a

         15  large community, not just Morningside Heights but it

         16  includes residents from Manhattanville as well as

         17  residents from West Harlem that frequent Grant's

         18  Tomb on a regular basis.

         19                 I also would like to remind the

         20  Council of Grant's Tombs' historic significance as

         21  it pertains to its maritime heritage.  In decades

         22  past, there used to be a better connection between

         23  Grant's Tomb and the Hudson River.  And now that New

         24  York City is paying attention to all of its

         25  waterfront, and how people can reconnect to the
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          2  waterfront, I think this is a wonderful opportunity

          3  in the area of preservation, and in dealing with

          4  interpretation to help us to reconnect to that

          5  history.

          6                 Also, I would like to say that the

          7  pavilion has been neglected for many, many decades.

          8  Nobody presently can look through the pavilion.

          9  They cannot stand there, it is unsafe.

         10                 So, I really do believe that this new

         11  structure, the new developments for this structure

         12  will help people to once again see it even if the

         13  elevator is there.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you.

         17  Let me just take a quick moment to thank all of you

         18  again.

         19                 You know, I am very privileged that

         20  this is a community in which we have so many people

         21  who are concerned about these structures, and take

         22  the time to argue about them, and to share with each

         23  other the importance of them, and that process is

         24  basically the fundamentals of the democratic

         25  process, and really, ultimately for me, and for all
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          2  of us, results in what I believe is a better project

          3  and a greater commitment by one and all.

          4                 So, again, thank you all for taking

          5  the time on a wonderful summer day to come to the

          6  City Council, in the middle of August, to help us do

          7  the job, work for you.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 MS. MCCLAIN:  Thank you for bringing

         10  it up.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you.

         12                 The next panel is Thompson, Dunn,

         13  Cummings and Majette.

         14                 Just please identify yourself and any

         15  affiliation or organization.

         16                 MR. MAJETTE:  Winston Majette, Board

         17  Member of Harlem Week, responsible for all City,

         18  state and federal public sites in Upper Manhattan.

         19                 Thank you Chairman and members of the

         20  New York City Council.

         21                 On behalf of the Board of Directors

         22  of Harlem Week, Incorporated, I would like to

         23  enthusiastically support the proposed transfer of

         24  the existing plaza and pavilion currently located

         25  opposite U.S. Grant National Memorial Park to the
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          2  oversight and control of the National Park Service.

          3                 Harlem Week also joins with U.S.

          4  Congressman, the Honorable Charles B. Rangel, and

          5  the New York State Senator, the Honorable David A.

          6  Paterson, who's Congressional and Senatorial

          7  District the General Grant National Memorial is

          8  located in, in recognizing the plan of the National

          9  Park Service to rehabilitate the pavilion by

         10  providing much needed public rest rooms.  We further

         11  encourage the plan to provide and improve the

         12  visitors information area, including a handicapped

         13  accessible elevator, which will go from the lower

         14  level to the street level.  It is a great plan, and

         15  our Board strongly supports it.

         16                 And further, we wish to say that

         17  Joseph Avery, Superintendent of Manhattan Sites, and

         18  his magnificent management staff, do an

         19  extraordinary job as representatives of Historic

         20  Park Services.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MS. THOMPSON:  Hello, thank you.

         23                 My name is Diane Thompson of the

         24  Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce.  I am the Senior

         25  Project Manager of Upper Manhattan, City, state and
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          2  federal sites and land use.

          3                 The Greater Harlem Chamber of

          4  Commerce is extremely pleased to join with the

          5  office of Congressman Charles B. Rangel, and the

          6  Honorable C. Virginia Fields, President of the

          7  Borough of Manhattan in supporting the transfer of

          8  plaza and pavilion located opposite the U.S. Grant

          9  National Memorial Park to the site, control and

         10  overview of the National Park Service.

         11                 Our Chamber also strongly supports

         12  the plan of the National Park Service to

         13  rehabilitate the pavilion in order to provide much

         14  needed public rest rooms, and new visitors

         15  information section on the lower level.

         16                 We further recognize the plan that

         17  will require an elevator to provide the service to

         18  handicapped and disabled.

         19                 This is an important development in

         20  the continued growth of interest in the U.S. Grant

         21  National Memorial Park.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 MS. DUNN:  My name is Maritta Dunn.

         24  I am the former Chair of Community Board 9, and I

         25  was the Chair of the Board through much of the
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          2  planning for this change to the Grant's Tomb area.

          3                 I am currently the Executive Vice

          4  President of Harlem Valley Heights Community

          5  Development Corporation.

          6                 At the time that it came before the

          7  Board, and now, I fully support the transfer of the

          8  property.  I fully support the plan as it has been

          9  presented to you.

         10                 Much is at stake for this community,

         11  and at this point, I am very happy to know that the

         12  federal government is finally, and I do mean it,

         13  finally putting the money there for this to go

         14  forward.

         15                 I appreciate the interest and

         16  concerns of preservationists but to the exclusion

         17  of, what is this, $1.4 million that we would loose,

         18  I cannot support their concerns.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MS. CUMMINGS:  Good afternoon, my

         21  name is Bernice Cummings- Ubiles.  I am the

         22  Executive Director of the Hamilton Heights

         23  Preservation Association.

         24                 I am here this afternoon on behalf of

         25  our Association to give our full support of the
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          2  transfer of the pavilion situated on the west side

          3  of Riverside Drive, opposite Grant's Tomb to the

          4  United States National Park Service.

          5                 This transfer will enable the

          6  rehabilitation, restoration and improvement of the

          7  pavilion and promote its use by the community and by

          8  visitors to the area.

          9                 The Hamilton Heights Preservation

         10  Association further supports the rehabilitation of

         11  the rest rooms on the lower level of the pavilion,

         12  and the construction of an elevator to provide

         13  access for the handicapped.

         14                 In addition, the Association is in

         15  solidarity with the Parks Services Plan to provide a

         16  visitors information center on the lower level of

         17  the pavilion.

         18                 Long neglected and abandoned, the

         19  rehabilitation of this structure will enable

         20  pedestrians to enjoy the southern, western and

         21  northerly views of the Hudson River and surrounding

         22  areas.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you, I

         25  have a comment from Council Member Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Let me just,

          3  again as I have said before to you, it is wonderful

          4  to see you involved in this process.  It is really a

          5  wonderful representation, not only of the community

          6  but of the fact that your voices are very, very

          7  important no matter what side you take.

          8                 Generally speaking, very often we

          9  will not hear your voices.  The process that we use

         10  is a process that calls on all the voices, this call

         11  up process, calls on all the voices, pro and con or

         12  whatever, to come forward and share with us your

         13  concerns.

         14                 Now, it is not always a process that

         15  is welcomed, particularly by the Administration

         16  because what they would prefer is for us to receive

         17  an idea, and bless it dumbly, blindly, without any

         18  questions about it.  I do not blame them for wanting

         19  that, after all they want to see something good

         20  happen but you have to understand that for the

         21  integrity of the vote that you give us to represent

         22  you, we are required to find out from you, from

         23  those pro and con, what are the issues, if any, are

         24  there.

         25                 And so, we want to thank you, I want
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          2  to thank you again because this is a process that is

          3  enriching for the projects. It is enriching for

          4  ULURP process in general because the voices of the

          5  community would not normally be called.  You would

          6  not receive a call from the Parks Department or from

          7  whoever, asking you to come and represent your point

          8  of view if there was no ULURP. Because I know how

          9  this works, I know somebody will tell you, "Oh, well

         10  you have got to get down there because the

         11  Councilman Perkins, we are up against Councilman

         12  Perkins, and he is going to blah- blah this, and

         13  blah- blah that if he does not hear from you, and so

         14  you have got to let it be known to him and to this

         15  whatever how you feel.  And I appreciate that, and I

         16  think it is very, very important that you come

         17  forward and share your point of view because it

         18  helps us make the right decisions on behalf of the

         19  community, and you are respected community leaders

         20  that I respect, and all of us respect, and it is

         21  very important that you be visible and that you be

         22  called as opposed to being ignored.

         23                 So, I want to thank you again for

         24  sharing your summer afternoon with us.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you,

                                                            58

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  Council Member Perkins, and I just want to share

          3  your view and also thank them on behalf of the

          4  Committee for coming down and sharing their point of

          5  view.

          6                 At this point, I also want to vote

          7  aye on the particular item, and I want to adjourn

          8  the meeting and recess for Item L.U. 234 for

          9  tomorrow at 9:45 in the morning.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 Councilman Perkins?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Just for the

         13  record, I want to, even though I am not able to vote

         14  on this matter, I want to thank the Chairman and the

         15  Land Use Staff for having helped us navigate this

         16  process.

         17                 It always ends up looking simpler

         18  than it is, and that is a tribute to the work that

         19  you do behind the scenes to help me and my

         20  colleagues understand the issues, and to help us let

         21  our communities understand the issues.

         22                 This is a wonderful project, this is

         23  a great success for the neighborhood.  My

         24  compliments to the National Parks Service.  My

         25  compliments to the City Parks Department.  My
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          2  compliments to the Community Board 9.  My

          3  compliments to the Preservationists and all those

          4  who are involved in bringing to this neighborhood,

          5  bringing to this City what I think is an

          6  extraordinary victory in terms of restoring

          7  something that is a reflection of really, very bad

          8  neglect.  Something that we should hope would never

          9  happen again.  This is a treasure that was abused.

         10  It is going to now be cleaned up, made available to

         11  the public and made accessible to the handicapped,

         12  bring some very positive attention to that neglected

         13  part of our community.  And, I think, be a model for

         14  what can be done, not only in this neighborhood, but

         15  throughout our City.

         16                 So, thank one and all for your

         17  support.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ:  Thank you,

         19  Council Member.

         20                 Meeting adjourned.

         21                 (Meeting adjourned at 2:34 p.m.)
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