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PROPOSED INT. NO. 1007-A:
By Council Members Ignizio, Oddo, the Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Comrie, James, Koo, Williams, Wills, Lappin, Arroyo, Rose, Halloran and Ulrich
TITLE:
A Local Law, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to the raising and moving of a building.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter twenty-two of chapter two of title 20 by adding a new section 20-402.1, amends section 28-104.7 of title 28 by adding a new subsection 28-104.7.13, and amends section 28-116.2.3 of title 28 by adding a new subsection 28-116.2.3.2.

BUILDING CODE:
Amends section BC 1704 by adding a new subsection BC 1704.27.
Introduction

On March 13, 2013, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1007-A, “A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to the raising and moving of a building.”  This bill would require (1) that construction plans submitted to the Department of Buildings (DOB) indicate, on the title page, whether a project includes raising, lifting, elevating, or moving the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building (“elevation work”); (2) that contractors give 48 hours’ notice to DOB before commencing elevation work; (3) that elevation work be subject to periodic special inspection; and (4) that the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) provide information on home improvement work to home improvement contractors, homeowners, and the public regarding the types of work that these contractors can do and the licenses and permits needed in order to engage in certain work.  
On March 11, 2013, the Committee held a hearing on this bill and received testimony from DOB and DCA representatives.  The bill has not been modified since it was heard and is now before the Committee for a vote.
Overview
The National Flood Insurance Program, which New York City participates in, requires participating communities to enact regulations on flood protection requirements for properties in flood-prone areas.  These areas are identified in a locality’s Flood Insurance Rate Map (“FIRM”).  Properties in these areas must be built in accordance with building regulations and must maintain flood insurance coverage.  Implementing flood protection measures, such as elevating the structure in compliance with the City’s Building Code, can lower insurance costs.  Additionally, over 18,500 structures were destroyed or damaged by Hurricane Sandy and some of the owners of those structures will choose to elevate as they rebuild.
Elevating a home or building is typically accomplished by placing metal I-beams below the slab floor and raising the structure with screw jacks or hydraulic jacks (or both) to separate the structure from its original foundation.  The structure is then held aloft by temporary supports while a new or extended foundation is built below it.  Before an elevated structure can be re-occupied, its plumbing and utilities must be reconnected.
  Elevating a home is complex work, which if done incorrectly, can endanger the structural stability of the home rendering it uninhabitable. In the rush to raise homes in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina, some elevation work was done improperly.  This resulted in cracked foundations, collapsed homes, and left some areas with a haphazardly jig-sawed skyline.  Proposed Int. No. 1007-A is intended to address these concerns and recognizes that elevation work requires particular safeguards.  
Construction Plans and Supervision of Work

Elevation work can be done by a general contractor registered with DOB or a home improvement contractor licensed by DCA.  A permit from DOB is needed to do most construction work, including elevation work.  


To get a permit, an applicant first has a state-licensed architect or engineer prepare construction plans detailing the work to be done and submits
those plans to DOB for approval.  If the plans are approved, the applicant then applies for a permit to begin work, sets forth an “inspection program” (when necessary), and – if DOB approves – the applicant receives a permit typically good for up to two years.  
The inspection program is intended to ensure that the construction is being or has been performed in accordance with both what has been approved and any applicable standards.  The program sets out the schedule for progress inspections, special inspections, and final inspections required by the Building Code and DOB rules for particular kinds of work.  Special inspections can be one-time inspections, periodic inspections occurring before or after relevant work, or continuous inspections necessitating supervision of relevant work throughout.


Special inspections are done by a qualified person selected by the site owner or the contractor who is authorized by DOB to perform the kind of special inspection required.  Upon performing a special inspection, the special inspector is required to compile a report, which must be maintained for six years and provided to DOB upon request.
Proposed Int. No. 1007-A

Bill section one would add a new section 20-402.1 to subchapter twenty-two of chapter two of title 20 of the Administrative Code.  The new section would require DCA to instruct and conduct public education on consumer protection standards related to home improvement work and on the necessary licenses and permits that home improvement contractors must obtain to perform certain kinds of work including the raising, lifting, elevating, or moving of a home or building.


Bill section two would add a new subsection 28-104.7.13 to section 28-104.7 of title 28 of the Administrative Code.  The new subsection would require that construction documents submitted to DOB identify, on the title sheet, whether the construction work will include the raising, lifting, elevating, or moving of the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building and note that such work is subject to special inspection.


Bill section three would add a new subsection 28-116.2.3.2 to section 28-116.2.3 of title 28 of the Administrative Code.  The new subsection would require that permit holders give written notice to DOB at least 48 hours before raising, lifting, elevating, or moving the lowest above-grade floor or lowest subgrade floor of a building.


Bill section four would add a new subsection BC 1704.27 to section BC 1704 of the Building Code.  The new subsection would require periodic special inspections where the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building is to be raised, lifted, elevated, or moved.


Bill section five contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law would take effect immediately after enactment. 

Proposed Int. No. 1007-A

By Council Members Ignizio, Oddo, the Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Comrie, James, Koo, Williams, Wills,  Lappin, Arroyo, Rose, Halloran and Ulrich 

A Local Law

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to the raising and moving of a building.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subchapter twenty-two of chapter two of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-402.1 to read as follows:

§ 20-402.1 Education and outreach.  The department shall instruct and conduct public education on the consumer protection provisions of this subchapter, and the necessary licenses and permits that home improvement contractors must obtain to perform certain types of home improvement work, including but not limited to plumbing work, electrical work and the raising, lifting, elevating or moving of a home or building. Such instruction and public education shall be provided to home improvement contractors, homeowners and members of the public at least semiannually.
§2.  Section 28-104.7 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subsection 28-104.7.13 to read as follows:

§ 28-104.7.13 Identification of work involving raising or moving a building.  Where the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building is to be raised, lifted, elevated or moved, such work shall be listed on the title sheet of the construction documents as subject to special inspection. 

§3.  Section 28-116.2.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subsection 28-116.2.3.2 to read as follows:

§ 28-116.2.3.2 Special inspection of raising and moving of a building.  Where the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building is to be raised, lifted, elevated or moved, special inspection of such work is required.  The permit holder shall notify the department in writing at least 48 hours before the commencement of such work. 

§4.  Section BC 1704 of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new subsection BC 1704.27 to read as follows:

1704.27 Raising and moving of a building.  A periodic special inspection shall be required where the lowest above-grade floor or the lowest subgrade floor of a building is to be raised, lifted, elevated or moved. 
§5.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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� See Chapter 5 “Elevating Your House” of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Homeowner’s Guide to Retrofitting, Second Edition, available online at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.fema.gov/pdf/rebuild/mat/sec5.pdf" �http://www.fema.gov/pdf/rebuild/mat/sec5.pdf�
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