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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE LEGAL AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION


RICHARD M. WEINBERG, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL


COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

CHAIR MARY PINKETT

INT. NO. 3:



By:
The Speaker (Council Member Vallone), Council Members Malave-Dilan, Duane, Linares, Michels, Pinkett, Povman, Henry, Clarke, Robinson, DiBrienza, Eisland and the Public Advocate (Mr. Green); also Council Members Eldridge, Foster, Lasher, Leffler, Sabini and Wooten.

TITLE:




A local law in relation to prohibiting an officer or employee of the city who is a candidate for an elective city office to appear or otherwise participate in any television, radio or printed advertisement or commercial on behalf of the City of New York which is funded, in whole or in part, by governmental funds or resources on or after January first in the year an election for such office shall be held .   

NEW YORK CITY CHARTER:

Amends §1116 by adding a new subparagraph (c).

BACKGROUND AND INTENT - INT. NO. 3

In the year of an election, public officials tend to issue a variety of communications using governmental funds or resources which may be reasonably related to their official duties, but which also afford them an unfair campaign advantage.  Taxpayer-financed commercials featuring a public official promoting New York City bonds, recycling or challenging superstores from locating within New York City during an election year may appear to be more political than promoting public policy.


This proposed legislation eliminates the advantage office holders have with government funded ads by prohibiting an officer or employee of the City who is a candidate for an elective City office to appear or otherwise participate in any television, radio or printed advertisement or commercial on behalf of the City of New York which is funded, in whole or in part, by governmental funds or resources on or after January first in the year an election for such office shall be held.  This proposed legislation amends the New York City Charter section relating to the fraud, neglect of duty or willful violation of law relative to the office of a Council Member or other officer or employee of the City.


Nothing in this proposed local law is intended to prohibit the ordinary communications between officers and employees of the City and the public and between elected officials and their constituencies except for the period of thirty days prior to a primary or general election in which such person is a candidate for any elective City office.

Effective Date

This proposed local law shall take effect  immediately. 
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