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          1  CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: The Civil Service

          3  and Labor meeting is now in session.

          4                 Good afternoon. Today the Committee

          5  on Civil Service and Labor will consider proposed

          6  Intro. 900-A.

          7                 Before I start with my statement, I

          8  would certainly like to introduce the members of the

          9  Civil Service and Labor Committee.

         10                 To my immediate right, from the

         11  Bronx, would you please state your name?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Joel Rivera,

         13  for the 15th Council District.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Karen

         15  Koslowitz, from Queens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Larry Warden

         17  from the Bronx.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Christine Quinn

         19  from Manhattan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Pedro Espada,

         21  Bronx.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you. As you

         23  see, we're well represented from the City, and in

         24  particular, the Bronx is in the house.

         25                 Okay, good morning. We will start
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          2  again, and it is really good afternoon.

          3                 Today the Committee on Civil Service

          4  and Labor will consider proposal 900-A. This

          5  legislation, sponsored by myself, Councilwoman Lucy

          6  Cruz, and co-sponsored by Council Member Larry

          7  Warden, amends the New York City Charter in relation

          8  to the fee to be paid to the impartial members of

          9  the Board of Collective Bargaining, other than the

         10  director.

         11                 Currently, the two impartial members

         12  of the Board, other than the Director, receive

         13  salaries of $250 per diem. This per diem rate has

         14  not increased since 1981, and was established by

         15  Local Law 51 of 1980.

         16                 Since then, demands placed upon Board

         17  members have increased and salaries paid to

         18  arbitrators under the direction of the Board have

         19  risen.

         20                 Proposed Intro. No. 900-A would raise

         21  the per diem salaries paid to the impartial members,

         22  commensurate with salaries paid to arbitrators who

         23  arbitrate matters under the direction of the Board.

         24                 The per diem compensation to

         25  arbitrators was raised to $400 in 1987, to $500 in
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          2  1990, and last year was increased to the current

          3  level of $700.

          4                 Currently both individuals serving

          5  the Board as impartial representatives are

          6  nationally renown arbitrators with distinguished

          7  careers in labor relations.

          8                 I would like to give you information

          9  on the two members. Dan Collins has been on the

         10  Board of Collective Bargaining since 1980, holds the

         11  title Professor Emeritus of Law, having taught at

         12  the New York University School of Law for 40 years.

         13                 Professor Collins has been called

         14  upon to serve as a grievance and interest arbitrator

         15  in thousands of cases, including serving as a single

         16  arbitrator for Actors Equity, and the League of

         17  Producers and Theaters.

         18                 The Transportation Workers Union and

         19  the New York City Transit Authority and for the NBA

         20  and the Players Association.

         21                 George Nicalou, a past president of

         22  the National Academy of Arbitrators, has served as

         23  an impartial member of the Board since 1987.

         24                 Mr. Nicalau has served as a

         25  distinguished arbitrator in the airlines,
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          2  entertainment, shipping and communication

          3  industries, as well as in the public sector. Mr.

          4  Nicalau has also served as a single arbitrator for

          5  Major League Baseball and Players Association, the

          6  National Hockey League, and the Players Association

          7  and the NBA, and the Players Association.

          8                 As you see, both are very highly

          9  qualified, and I would now ask are there any

         10  questions -- I'm sorry, we are rushing today,

         11  however, I could not go ahead without introducing my

         12  legal counsel. Please introduce yourself, I'm sorry,

         13  Carl.

         14                 MR. SMITH: Thank you, Madam Chair.

         15                 Carl Smith, I'm legal counsel to the

         16  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you. And,

         18  again, my apology. But everything that gets done

         19  here, Carl moves it for us.

         20                 Are there any questions, comments?

         21                 Can we call the roll call, please?

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Cruz.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         11  six in the affirmative, none in the negative with no

         12  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 1:40 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 25th day of April 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            8

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

