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INT. NO. 121:
By Council Members Nelson, Avella, Dickens, Gentile, Sanders Jr., Stewart, Weprin and Liu

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the placement of two-way radios, cellular phones and tracking devices on school buses.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Renumbers section 19-607 of title 19 of the administrative code as 19-608 and adds a new section 19-607.  
INTRODUCTION


On April 23, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, and the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 121.  Int. No. 121 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require the placement of two-way radios, cellular phones and tracking devices on school buses.  Invitees include Chancellor Joel Klein, New York City Department of Education, education advocates and transportation advocates.
BACKGROUND

Although not required under New York State law, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) has chosen to provide transportation to its students.
  The DOE Chancellor’s regulations govern eligibility for city-provided transportation services, which generally depends on a combination of a student’s age and the distance he or she lives from his or her school.
  DOE may provide this transportation by using contracted bus service or by providing students with MetroCards to ride MTA buses and subways.
  DOE relies heavily on buses to transport students, spending 980 million in fiscal year 2008
 to serve about 160,000 students every day.


Despite the major role that school buses have in transporting students to and from school, some have been frustrated with the DOE’s inability to track these buses.  There have been several incidences where school buses have gotten lost or where children, some with disabilities, have been left on a school bus.
  In a particularly egregious case, in September 2008, a school bus carrying at least two dozen kindergartners and first-graders got lost for almost five-hours, terrifying the children’s parents.
  An attorney for the bus company said that the bus could have been located immediately if DOE paid to install a Global Positioning System (“GPS”) on the bus.


This bill would help the City to track its buses, in order to help prevent future incidents where children are left on buses for long amounts of time, and to better enable lost buses to be found.
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 121 would provide the legislative findings of the bill.  Section two of Int. No. 121 would renumber section 19-607 as section 19-608 and add a new section 19-607 entitled “Two-way radios, cellular phones and tracking devices.”  New section 19-607 would provide that each bus or other motor vehicle used to transport children to and from schools in the City pursuant to a contract with the DOE or New York City Department of Transportation shall, at all times that children are present aboard such vehicle, be equipped with an operational two-way radio or cellular phone capable of allowing communication with the operator of the vehicle.  New section 19-607 would also provide that such vehicles be equipped with a tracking device, such as a GPS, that enables an individual not in the vehicle to determine its location to within one hundred linear feet of the nearest intersection.  Section three of Int. No. 121 would provide that this local law take effect 180 days after it is enacted.
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