New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
[bookmark: _heading=h.pcxf5plfz72g]Council Member Abreu 

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring food service establishments to permit the use of reusable cups provided by customers

Submitted by:
Council Member Abreu

Justification:
New York City generates millions of pounds of plastic waste each year, and single-use plastic cups from food service establishments represent a significant and largely avoidable contributor to this problem. This legislation would require all food service establishments to accept reusable cups brought in by customers as a substitute for single-use plastic cups, while striking a fair balance for businesses, as establishments may decline a reusable cup that cannot be properly sanitized or does not comport with their standard beverage sizes. The bill also requires covered establishments to post visible signage informing customers of their right to use a reusable cup, ensuring awareness regardless of whether a particular establishment actively promotes the practice. Similar policies have been successfully implemented across the country, demonstrating that permitting reusable cups is both operationally feasible and broadly supported, and New York City should lead on this straightforward but meaningful environmental measure.

