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TITLE:
Resolution authorizing the filing of applications for state assistance for development of tourism destination facilities and infrastructure to help create or retain business activity within the City of New York. 

          This Preconsidered Resolution would authorize the Commissioner of the City’s Parks Department to make applications to the state Empire State Development Corporation for State assistance payments for 4 projects that the City’s Parks Department wishes to undertake.    According to the City’s Parks Department, the Council has already approved applications for these projects for State assistance payments under the environmental bond acts, but the Parks Department believes the projects also qualify for State assistance under a new State program, the Empire Opportunity Fund Program.    


PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS: 


The following are general descriptions of four projects for which state assistance payments are being sought, provided by the City Department of Parks and Recreation.  

Bronx Project

1. Development of a waterfront park at Barretto Point Park in the Hunts Point community;

Manhattan Project

2. Construction of a West 59th Street Recreation Center Annex;

Brooklyn Project:

3. The study of the bulkhead and upland portions of the Greenpoint Waterfront Park and Pier to inform the future of the park;

Staten Island Project:

4. The reconstruction and re-use of a building in the Greenbelt section of Staten Island for use as a multi-purpose recreational facility.

ANALYSIS:
This year, the State legislature adopted, and the Governor signed, legislation authorizing the New York State Urban Development Corporation and the Dormitory Authority to issue up to $1.2 billion in bonds to fund an “empire opportunity fund,” a program to provide financial assistance to projects that “will facilitate the creation or retention of jobs or increase business activity within a municipality or region of the state, including but not limited to high tech and bio tech research and development facilities and incubators….. inner harbor and other waterfront improvements, parks and recreational facilities, and tourism destinations. (Part T of Chapter 84 of the Laws of 2002).

The law provides that the State, any subdivision thereof (including municipalities) and non-profit corporations can act as sponsors for a project for purposes of applying for financial assistance for a project under the program.  The program is to be administered by the Empire State Development Corporation (the State Urban Development Corporation) which must enter into a written agreement with any recipient of bond proceeds responsible for a project.  

The law requires projects to be consistent with any existing local or regional comprehensive plan.  In the case of applications for financial assistance from municipalities, the law requires that the municipalities local legislative body adopt a resolution finding that the proposed project is consistent with such existing plans, that the proposed financing is appropriate for the project; that the project facilitates effective and efficient use of public resources so as to promote both economic development and conservation of natural resources; and that the project develops and enhances infrastructure or other facilities in a manner that will attract, create and sustain long-term employment opportunities.   According to the City’s Parks Department, the four projects are consistent with, and supported by some or all of the following local and regional comprehensive plans:  (1) Greenpoint 197-a;
 (2) the New Waterfront Revitalization Program;
 (3) the Recovery Action Plan
; and (4) SCORP – the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation plan of 1994.
   In addition, according to the City’s Parks Department, none of the projects are inconsistent with any of the plans.

Preconsidered Resolution No. 


This Resolution, if adopted by the City Council, would authorize the filing of applications with the Empire State Development Corporation for state assistance payments for the four projects.  The resolution authorizes Adrian Benepe, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, to submit the applications for amounts not to exceed those stated in the applications, to be the official representative of New York City in any matters dealing with the applications for state assistance payments, including providing any additional information to the State Commissioner or Secretary of State and to execute the resulting project agreements with the Empire State Development Corporation, if the payments are awarded.  The Resolution also makes findings, based upon the City’s Parks Department’s knowledge of the various plans and projects, that the projects are consistent with the applicable plans, that the proposed financing is appropriate for the projects, that the projects will facilitate effective and efficient use of public resources so as to promote economic development and conservation, and that the projects will attract, create and sustain long-term employment opportunities. 
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� According to the City’s Parks Department, this plan is a community mandated plan that a Community Board, with input from the community, developed and presented to local government for consideration in guiding public policy in their district.  The document states the community's needs, is backed by research, and offers recommendations and solutions to a range of challenges facing the community This plan is applicable only to the Greenpoint Waterfront project.





� According to the City’s Parks Department, the New Waterfront Revitalization Program was developed and approved by U.S. Dept. of Commerce, New York State Dept. of State and New York City. It is a public policy guiding document that focuses on the future use and management of our nation’s waterfronts.





� According to the City’s Parks Department, the Recovery Action Plan is the mission statement (goals and the objectives) of the City’s Parks Department.  It was developed by the City’s Parks Department and approved by the City.  It is a guide for work with regard to Parks, Recreation and open space issues on behalf of the citizens of New York.





� According to the City’s Parks Department, SCOPE was developed by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation  pursuant to a mandate by the Environmental Conservation Law.  This document serves as a policy guide for the State with regard to recreation resource use and preservation policy.
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