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I. INTRODUCTION

	On April 27, 2023, the Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Kamillah Hanks, will vote on Proposed Introduction Number 273-B ("Prop. Int. No. 273-B"), in relation to requiring police officers to receive training related to recognizing and interacting with individuals with autism spectrum disorder. On February 6, 2023, the Committee heard a previous version of this legislation and received testimony from the New York City Police Department (NYPD), and other interested parties.
II. BACKGROUND
Autism spectrum disorder is a developmental condition characterized by challenges with social interaction and communication, restricted interests, and repetitive behaviors.[footnoteRef:1] As a result of the growing prevalence of diagnostic testing in children, one estimate indicates the number of people diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder tripled in the New York City metropolitan area between 2000 and 2016.[footnoteRef:2]  These rates could be even higher, as research suggests that Black and Latinx children are likely under-diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  American Psychiatric Association, What Is Autism Spectrum Disorder, available at https://www.psychiatry.org/patients-families/autism/what-is-autism-spectrum-disorder]  [2:  Jeanette Settembre, Why autism rates have skyrocketed in the NYC metro area: study, New York Post, (Jan. 26, 2023) available at: https://nypost.com/2023/01/26/why-autism-rates-have-skyrocketed-in-the-nyc-metro-area-study/]  [3:  Id. ] 

According to a 2017 study published in the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 20% of youth with autism had been stopped and questioned by police by age 21.[footnoteRef:4] These encounters can present unique challenges to law enforcement, as behaviors associated with autism spectrum disorder can be misinterpreted as an individual acting willfully non-compliant, threatening, or disorderly. Law enforcement training programs can help officers better understand the manifestations of autism spectrum disorder in a manner that is critical to decreasing the instances of law enforcement's use of force when encountering individual's with autism. [footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Rava J, Shattuck P, Rast J, Roux A. The Prevalence and Correlates of Involvement in the Criminal Justice System Among Youth on the Autism Spectrum. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders (Feb 2017) available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27844248/]  [5:  Randolph Fillmore, Training Program Helps Law Enforcement Officers Better Understand Autism Spectrum Disorder, Newsroom: Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital (Feb. 18, 2021), https://www.hopkinsallchildrens.org/ACH-News/General-News/Training-Program-Helps-Law-Enforcement-Officers-Be. ] 

Currently, the NYPD provides autism awareness training to recruits during the academy and additional in-service training is offered but not required biennially. Some officers have also received autism awareness training from non-profit organizations. For example, in 2015, Autism Speaks and the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) provided a joint training for the NYPD on autism safety and wandering prevention.[footnoteRef:6] The training was offered to over 200 detectives as part of the Special Victims Investigator Course.[footnoteRef:7] The objective of the training was to increase first responders' understanding and recognition of autism and provide them with tools and strategies to help prepare them to effectively respond to situations involving individuals with autism, and further develop autism safety protocols.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  “Austism Speaks and NCMEC Provide Autism Safety Training for NYPD”, Autism Speaks (April 23, 2015) available at https://www.autismspeaks.org/news/news-item/autism-speaks-and-ncmec-provide-autism-safety-training-nypd]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  Id.] 

III. PROP. INT. 273-B
This bill would require NYPD to provide all recruits in the training academy with specific  training related to recognizing and interacting with individuals with autism spectrum disorder. It will also require the department to provide such training to all uniformed members on a biennial basis. Such training would include: (i) enhancing awareness and a practical understanding of autism spectrum disorder; (ii) development of the interpersonal skills to safely respond to emergencies involving someone with autism spectrum disorder; and (iii) instruction on interview and investigative techniques to utilize in cases involving individuals with autism spectrum disorder. The legislation would take effect 180 days after enactment. 
Since introduction, the bill has been amended to remove a shorthand reference to American Psychiatric Association's diagnostic and statistical manual, fifth edition, clarify language that requires NYPD training to include cases where an individual has experienced incidents of gender-based violence, and other technical edits.  










































Proposed Int. No. 273-B

By Council Members Narcisse, Hanks, Mealy, Stevens, Yeger, Restler, Abreu, Bottcher, Velázquez, Menin, Schulman, Brooks-Powers, Louis, Hudson, Riley, Farías, Lee, Joseph, Brewer, De La Rosa and Carr

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring police officers to receive training related to recognizing and interacting with individuals with autism spectrum disorder

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 14-193 to read as follows:
§ 14-193 Autism spectrum disorder safety training. a. Definition. For the purposes of this section, the term "autism spectrum disorder" means behavior that meets relevant diagnostic criteria contained within the American Psychiatric Association's diagnostic and statistical manual, fifth edition, as may be revised from time to time.
b. Training. 1. The department shall train police recruits, as part of their police academy training, in recognizing and responding to individuals with autism spectrum disorder. 
2. The department shall, on a biennial basis, train all uniformed members of the department in recognizing and responding to individuals with autism spectrum disorder.
c. The training required by subdivision b of this section shall include but not be limited to: 
1. enhancement of awareness and a practical understanding of autism spectrum disorder, including an ability to recognize common behaviors and mannerisms of individuals with autism spectrum disorder, such as sensory processing disorders, oversensitivity to the environment and auditory processing disorder; 
2. development of the interpersonal skills to safely respond to emergencies involving individuals with autism spectrum disorder; and 
3. instruction on interview and investigative techniques to utilize in cases involving individuals with autism spectrum disorder, including cases where such an individual has experienced incidents of gender-based violence. 
d. The curriculum for the training required by subdivision b of this section shall be periodically reviewed and, when appropriate, modified in consultation with independent clinicians and service providers with expertise on autism spectrum disorder.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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