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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Good afternoon.

          3  Good afternoon, and welcome. Today we're going to,

          4  today the Committee on Environmental Protection is

          5  going to vote -- let me introduce myself. My name is

          6  Jim Gennaro, Chairman of the Committee on

          7  Environmental Protection, and today we're going to

          8  vote on Intro. 20, known as the New York City

          9  Climate Protection Act, a local law to amend the

         10  Administrative Code of the City of New York, in

         11  relation to the reduction of greenhouse gas

         12  emissions. Thank you all for being here.

         13                 This bill has been in the Committee

         14  in different forms for a very long time, and it is

         15  now the time to act on it.

         16                 Passing this bill is not just an

         17  important moment for this Committee or this Council,

         18  but for the City of New York and those who live

         19  here.

         20                 By committing to a long-term plan to

         21  produce global warming emissions, such a step is

         22  critically important. This bill has enforceable C02

         23  reduction mandates and deadlines for City

         24  government, for City government and for the City

         25  government and the City as a whole that can and must
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          2  be met by future administrations. This bill and

          3  other bills we will do over the next two years will

          4  give these future Administrations all the tools they

          5  need to meet these critical mandates. I don't think

          6  I need to repeat here the threats to a coastal city,

          7  such as New York, from global warming, which among

          8  other things will bring on higher sea levels and

          9  stronger and more frequent storms. Nor do I need to

         10  do more than simply remind you that this country

         11  burns 20 million barrels of oil per day, 60 percent

         12  of which we import, and 17 percent of which we

         13  import from the Persian Gulf.

         14                 Now, obviously, this City can't end

         15  our dependence on foreign oil or solve global

         16  warming single-handedly, although we must do our

         17  part and lead by example and that's what this bill

         18  does.

         19                 And this is very important to

         20  remember, this bill will have tremendous positive

         21  impact on our local environment on the health of the

         22  citizens of this City. Because when we cut C02

         23  emissions by one-third, and the only way to do that

         24  is to reduce the amount of fossil fuels that we

         25  burn, we're also cutting soot emissions, emissions
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          2  of what are called "nox" and "sox," which are oxides

          3  and nitrogen, oxides and sulfur and the emission of

          4  toxic material, such as mercury. These are all the

          5  asthma triggers that blight the City. There is 1

          6  million people in New York City that suffer from

          7  asthma triggers that blight the City, there's 1

          8  million people in New York City that suffer from

          9  asthma, many of them children, and this bill is

         10  literally a matter of life and death for them.

         11                 Passing this legislation also

         12  represents a powerful statement about what the City

         13  can achieve when the Mayor and the Council work

         14  collaboratively, and I thank the Mayor and his staff

         15  for their very hard work.

         16                 When I first proposed this

         17  legislation, the Administration was not as

         18  enthusiastic as they are now, but to the Mayor's

         19  credit, he recognized global warming and local air

         20  pollution as a very, very critical issue. He asked

         21  me to wait on this bill and to participate in the

         22  Sustainability Advisory Board, and to help him come

         23  up with a clear path to achieving real global

         24  warming gas emission reductions, not just numbers on

         25  a page in a date somewhere out in the future, as so
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          2  many of these types of bills have been, not this

          3  one.

          4                 PlaNYC, as it will be modified and

          5  amended in the future, is that plan and the approach

          6  to energy efficiency and reducing emissions is very

          7  impressive.

          8                 Now, today, we're taking the next

          9  important step. This legislation goes beyond the

         10  Mayor's Executive Order, which he has out there, in

         11  several important ways. That's an Executive Order

         12  that calls upon -- that sets a goal, a 30 percent

         13  reduction in global warming emissions by the Year

         14  2017. And this bill goes beyond that in several

         15  important ways.

         16                 First, as I said, a future Mayor will

         17  not be able to single-handedly walk away from our

         18  plan. Second, this legislation includes Citywide

         19  emissions and not just City government emissions,

         20  which make up, and the City government emissions

         21  make up only a small percentage of total emissions.

         22                 Third, this legislation moves beyond

         23  a simple goal and commits the City to achieving the

         24  emission reductions spelled out in PlaNYC. That

         25  means we have mandates in this bill. If the future
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          2  Mayor finds that the plan does not achieve these

          3  reductions, he or she will have to come back to the

          4  Council and describe what additional efforts will be

          5  needed to meet those reductions, so the mandates are

          6  very important in the bill.

          7                 The reductions called for, as stated,

          8  are on line with PlaNYC. The bill calls for a 30

          9  percent reduction in City government emissions by

         10  2017, compared to emission levels in 2006, and a 30

         11  percent reduction in Citywide emissions by 2030, as

         12  compared to emission levels in 2005.

         13                 It also requires the Mayor to create

         14  a voluntary program with incentives to encourage the

         15  private sector to reduce emissions and education and

         16  outreach program and inventory and reporting

         17  requirements to track what we are doing.

         18                 As I said before, passing of Intro.

         19  20-A is the next critical step towards ensuring that

         20  the City significantly reduces its carbon footprint.

         21                 Truth be told, it is not just another

         22  step, and this Committee and this Council will be

         23  back soon enough, again, working with the Mayor to

         24  make certain that a comprehensive energy efficiency

         25  and reduction effort is in place to make sure that
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          2  we meet the stringent reduction levels spelled out

          3  in Intro. 20-A.

          4                 I'd like to introduce some of the

          5  members that are here, Council Member Koppell from

          6  the Bronx, Council Member Mark-Viverito from

          7  Manhattan, Council Member Vallone from Queens,

          8  Council Member DeBlasio from Brooklyn. Council

          9  Member Eugene from Brooklyn that represents a

         10  quorum. Before we call the bill for a vote, we do

         11  have representatives from the Administration who

         12  will testify on Intro. 20-A.

         13                 Please come forward. Where are we

         14  going to put the witnesses? Okay, they have to have

         15  a microphone that works so that you'll be on the

         16  record. Try that out.

         17                 Thank you very much for being here.

         18  Thank you for your hard work on the bill, and we

         19  would ask that you state your name for the record

         20  and begin your good testimony.

         21                 MR. DICKENSON: Good afternoon,

         22  Chairman Gennaro, members of the Committee on

         23  Environmental Protection. I am Jonathan Dickenson,

         24  Senior Policy Advisor on Sustainability in the

         25  Mayor's Office of Long Term Planning and
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          2  Sustainability.

          3                 Thank you for inviting me to testify

          4  on Intro. 20-A, which will set Citywide and City

          5  government greenhouse gas emission reduction targets

          6  and require the completion of annual greenhouse gas

          7  emissions inventories.

          8                 The Administration has made

          9  significant strides towards reducing the City's

         10  greenhouse gas emissions over the last year. In

         11  early April Mayor Bloomberg released the City's

         12  first-ever comprehensive greenhouse gas inventory,

         13  detailing the levels and sources of greenhouse gas

         14  emissions Citywide and for City government

         15  operations, and setting the benchmark from which the

         16  City's carbon reduction strategies are based.

         17                 Shortly after this, on Earth Day the

         18  Mayor released PlaNYC, which details how the City

         19  plans to achieve it's 30 percent reduction in

         20  Citywide greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. Most

         21  recently, on October 22nd, Mayor Bloomberg signed

         22  Executive Order 109, which requires the City to

         23  implement programs designed to reduce energy

         24  consumption and greenhouse gas emissions by 30

         25  percent over the next ten years.
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          2                 In the beginning of December, if the

          3  Administration will provide details about the

          4  allocation of $80 million in Fiscal Year '08 to fund

          5  energy efficiency projects.

          6                 Conducting accurate and regular

          7  assessments, the greenhouse gas emissions will allow

          8  the City to track its progress toward achieving the

          9  carbon reduction goals it has already established.

         10                 The Administration and Council staff

         11  work together to develop this legislation which will

         12  require the City to produce this important

         13  information on an annual basis and will help to

         14  ensure that the City reaches its greenhouse

         15  reduction goals in the future.

         16                 Thank you for taking this action and

         17  for your leadership. I urge a favorable vote today.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Dickenson. I appreciate all the hard work of the

         20  Administration. Truth be told, this would not be

         21  possible without the great work done by the

         22  Administration to inventory all of the C02 out

         23  there, that is the springboard from which we can

         24  gauge and act.

         25                 So, it's difficult to thank the
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          2  Administration enough for all that it's done in

          3  getting us here to this important hearing today.

          4                 Thank you for your testimony. I

          5  appreciate it.

          6                 MR. DICKENSON: You're welcome. Thank

          7  you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman,

          9  before the gentlemen leaves?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Mr. Dickenson,

         11  we have a question from Council Member Koppell.

         12  Forgive me for not asking my colleagues.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Let me

         14  preface my question saying I'm pleased and

         15  congratulate you for this important step. I am

         16  pleased that the Administration has committed itself

         17  to these goals. I guess by coincidence to some

         18  degree, tomorrow I know that the Finance Committee

         19  is considering a proposed resolution which I have

         20  authored calling on the Legislature in Albany to

         21  allow the City to enact a tax abatement program in

         22  connection with the installation of green roofs,

         23  which I know is one of the strategies, obviously

         24  it's only a part, but it's one of the strategies to

         25  reduce emissions and make buildings more efficient.
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          2                 And I'm calling this resolution to

          3  your attention because it would require action in

          4  Albany, and I would hope, I believe the Council will

          5  pass it. What I would hope is that the

          6  Administration will work with the Council to make a

          7  specific presentation in Albany, the language of the

          8  resolution is intentionally vague, because we need

          9  your assistance in fashioning the exact terms of the

         10  incentives that we want to put in place to encourage

         11  developers to build green roofs. So, I'm calling it

         12  to your attention to hope that you will, once it's

         13  passed, which will hopefully be very shortly, with

         14  the forthcoming session of the legislature in

         15  January that you will work with us to get the

         16  specifics of Albany legislation which will then

         17  authorize us to act further, hopefully not too long

         18  from that.

         19                 That is something that you can commit

         20  yourself to?

         21                 MR. DICKENSON: Well, I'm not prepared

         22  at the moment to make that commitment. I thank you

         23  for calling that to our attention. I would like to

         24  bring that to the attention of my colleagues, and we

         25  will get back to you with the response to the
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          2  commitment that we are to make on that. Thank you

          3  for bringing that to our attention.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you. I

          5  think this should be one of the legislative

          6  priorities of the City in the forthcoming

          7  legislative session.

          8                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I know you

          9  support the objectives of that resolution, as well

         10  as this particular bill.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: You bet. You

         12  bet.

         13                 Thank you, Oliver.

         14                 And now we'll -- thank you, Mr.

         15  Dickenson.

         16                 MR. DICKENSON: Thank you, again.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: My colleagues,

         18  any other questions or comments for the witness?

         19                 Okay, you're home free. Thanks for

         20  being here.

         21                 And we're going to take two separate

         22  votes here. The first vote we'll take is on a

         23  preconsidered resolution that finds that the

         24  enactment of proposed Intro. 20-A does not have a

         25  significant adverse impact on the environment and is
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          2  consistent with the State Environmental Quality

          3  Review Act. We have to take this vote first, which

          4  lays the groundwork for us voting on Intro. 28.

          5                 Does this have a number that I should

          6  refer -- so, the Chair recommends a yes vote on the

          7  preconsidered resolution. I would ask the clerk I

          8  guess to state the number of the bill and call the

          9  roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         11  resolution.

         12                 Gennaro.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Mr. Chairman,

         20  may I have a brief moment?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Sure.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: On both of

         23  these matters I just want to commend you and the

         24  Administration. This is coming from someone whose

         25  first bill ever introduced, and I've introduced a
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          2  lot of them, first bill ever introduced was one to

          3  reduce carbon dioxide emissions. That bill we've

          4  worked together on. It's been subsumed by the New

          5  York State REGE (phonetic) Actions, and the

          6  cooperation of nine states in reducing carbon

          7  dioxide. What we're doing today works hand-in-hand

          8  with that, and I'd like to commend both of you and

          9  the Administration for taking these actions

         10  regarding carbon dioxide.

         11                 And I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay, the vote stands

         17  at six in the affirmative, no negative, zero

         18  abstentions. Pre-reso passes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: And I'd like to

         20  state that we wish to leave the record open briefly

         21  to allow other members of the Committee to come and

         22  cast their votes on both this resolution and on

         23  Intro. 20-A.

         24                 Now we'll proceed to Intro. 20-A, and

         25  I ask the clerk to call the roll on 20-A.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Just for the record,

          3  on the preconsidered resolution I have to get

          4  Councilman Ignizio's vote.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Oh, forgive me.

          6                 Where is Vinnie? Oh, Vinnie, okay.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chairman. I want to commend both you and the

          9  Administration for working together and protecting

         10  the air that my daughter will be breathing. So, I

         11  proudly vote aye.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: So, the vote now

         14  stands on seven in the affirmative.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: And with that,

         16  we can proceed to the vote on Intro. 20-A.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I proudly

         19  vote aye, and I wish also to recognize the efforts

         20  of my colleague Peter Vallone, who, as he indicated,

         21  was active early and acted vigorously on climate

         22  change issues, and his good work and many others led

         23  us to where we are today. So, with that special

         24  recognition, I proudly vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I vote aye,

          3  and wish to be added to the bill as a co-sponsor.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         16  seven in the affirmative, no negatives, zero

         17  abstentions. The Intro passes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: Thank you. I

         19  want to thank all the members of the Committee, all

         20  of the staff of the Committee, all of whom will be

         21  recognized at the Stated Meeting, and I ask the

         22  clerk to leave the roll open temporarily until the

         23  members can come in and vote. And with that said,

         24  this hearing is adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 1:24 p.m.)
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