Int. No. 1072
By Council Members Hudson, Farías, Ossé, Louis, Restler, Gutiérrez, Riley and De La Rosa
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to shelter referrals and assessments for temporary housing assistance
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 
Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-334 to read as follows:
§ 21-334 Referrals to shelter and assessments for temporary housing assistance. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Families with children. The term “families with children” means families with adults and children under the age of 18; families with adults and children under the age of 19 attending secondary school; a single pregnant woman; and families including at least 1 pregnant woman. 
Intake facility. The term “intake facility” means the prevention assistance and temporary housing center or any successor entity. 
Shelter. The term “shelter” means a building, or individual units within a building, utilized by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department to provide temporary emergency housing.
Temporary housing assistance. The term “temporary housing assistance” means a public assistance benefit provided to a family with children to meet an immediate need for shelter.
b. Subject to approval of the state office of temporary and disability assistance, a family with children that has applied for temporary housing assistance shall be provided with emergency shelter for at least 30 days while the assessment of eligibility to receive temporary housing assistance and suitability for referral to a shelter is completed by the department.  
c. A family with children shall not be required to furnish evidence demonstrating more than 1 year of housing history to apply for temporary housing assistance.
d. 1. No later than 30 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the department shall create an informational pamphlet that contains the following information: 
(a) Examples of documents that may verify housing history, including, but not limited to, utility bills, leases, and eviction notices; and 
(b) The process and criteria by which housing history is verified by the department. 
2. Such informational pamphlet shall be posted on the department’s website and distributed to every family with children who visits an intake facility.
§ 2. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-335 to read as follows:
§ 21-335 Digital case record management. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Case record. The term “case record” has the meaning set forth in subdivision (a) of section 354.1 of title 18 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, regarding the maintenance of a case record for each application and for each case of public assistance.
Temporary housing assistance. The term “temporary housing assistance” means a public assistance benefit provided to a family with children to meet an immediate need for shelter.
b. The department shall maintain a digital case record for each applicant or recipient of temporary housing assistance that shall be accessible to such applicant or recipient via a secure website and application for use on mobile devices including phones. 
c. The department shall immediately inform an applicant for temporary housing assistance of any need for information to complete the assessment of such applicant’s eligibility for temporary housing assistance through the digital case record required by subdivision b of this section, in addition to any other form of notice required by applicable law, rule, or regulation.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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